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- The City Water Ditches.
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Althiough, in the every day strife
and tarmoil of lito it may be fors
gotten, yet it is none tho less true
that the u;alcr‘o(' the rviver of Los
Angeles is the life giving principle
and the food of the city. It was
the facility and the advantages for
the ifrigation of land which the
river offered t6 the tillers of the soil,
Cthat gave birth to this city, and
nurturcd it in its icfancy, and still
furnishes the chicfsubstance for i
support. .

Ifany one doubty this fact, we
ask him to reflect one moment up-
on what would be the condition and
future prospeets of this towa should
the river cease to furnisly watde for
the purpesé of irrigation. As water
for irrigation gave cexistence to the
city and is the aliment which sus-
taing its prosperity, it necds no ars
gument to convince its inhabitants

- Hay will prove

i

tain growing crops need it is of the
atmost importance. A fiw days de- !
fatal Lo his erop and
render @)1 his toil and labor profits
less. Sudh results as these should

be as far as possiblé guarded against
by tlfose who are entrusjed by the
people with tho con*rol nd mans

cement of this stream of the life-
h?ood of the city. . |
We do not assumo to affirm that
«uch will be the result attending
the proposed change of loeation fur
the water wheel, beenuse it re-
quires the knowledge of a_eivil en-|
gineer, and a survey by him, to as-
certain the exaet facts in the easc.
But we believe the facts to be very
near what we have stated, and if
so the conclusions at which we ar

‘rivc are surely eorrect. And know-

ing that men in authority do rot
always see with the eyes of those
affected by their officaal- acts, we
woull earmestly call the gtiestion
bi"the people interestdd i an am-
ple anﬁ»ermm:cnt suppdy of water
tor irrigution, to the proposition
now pending in the Council.  Each
cultivator of the soil in the eity had
far better spend two or three days
‘at this prescut time, m examining
and thoroughly investigating the
‘l»x'upun:o? plan, even if the resalt of
(his invéstigations should lead to
L the conclusion, that we are Hiisa
token, and that no wjury can result
by carrying into effect the proposed
measure, than to suffer the loss of
his crops by the want of water
whoerewith to irrizate his field and
his orchard next summer.  All we
wish is that the cultivators of the
voil may be awake and watchtul,
dnd it the®vis any danger threat-
ening them, that they guard against
it betore the Council, by its action,
shall close the way ot escape. As the
oftficers are placed upon the walls
to watch the people, so let dhe peo

{ple, trom their places, watch the

oficors upon the walls of the city
that they do not, éven by accident
or want of foresight, cast dust iy
the eyes of the people, and thus in:
nocently and without design pre
vent the people from seeing wha!
is doing in their m dst.
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that every measure which "diverts
tho water nécded for irrigation
rom that object, or which renders
its acquisition more difficult or ex
pensive, or more uacertain and pres
carious, diminishes the pros ority
ofithe city amd injures the peoplein
exact proportion to the irdereascd
e¢ost acd the jnterruption in obtaio-
ing the'needed suppl{y of water.
The recent ramm having carried
away the dam built for the city
water works, u proposition is now
pending befove the Common Coun-

cil to myove the clevating wheel of

the water works from its prescut
location, and place it in the old

diteh through which all the water]

ditches on the west side of the river
formerly roccived their water, Lut
which, since the building of the
dam and water wheel, bas been used
as a ditch for the waste water from
Ahe poud. The head of thisditch is
cousiderably lower than the, head
_of the diteh leading under the water
wheel. Tho two ditches unite be-
toro reachingAho Los Aungeles flour
ing mill. To turn the elevating
whoel of the water works requires

a fill of tive feet at the wheel. If 4

tho wi 'cl"ﬁ_ms’fl and placedu p

on the lower or old ditch, tho yradey

ol that diteh mast be altered in or.
der to obtaiu this fall of five feet at
the!wheel,

It is prop toplace the whee!
in the ogt? itch, a Ii{’tlo over sixteen
huundred feet from and below the
iateat the head of the diteh. To
wet the requaired fall of five feet, the
srade of the ditch is to be so altered
that the ditch will have but three
and two-thirds feet fall in all this

distance, from the gate at the dam},

to the water wieel, aud from the
wheel for tho tance of dix hun
dred and sixty feet below, the diteh
will have a fall of only eight foct
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We believe it must be apparent to!
every person who is in the least
conversant with the diminished or
accelerated velocity of the caurrent
of & stream or ditch of water, as
the,grade or fall of the ditch is less.
endd or incrgased, that the grade
or full which the ditch will bave,
both between the wheel and the
dam, as well as for a Jong distance
below the wheel—it this plan is car-|
l'lt’(‘ i"w (‘n(’f't‘-—“'l" be :50 lllu(‘,"
that the enrrent wilt lack force to]
carry along the great quantity of
sand which comes into the diteh]
but that it will all settle and -be left
in this comparatatively still water. |
I'he consequenge will be that the
upper part ot the diteh, for a length
of more than two thousand feet,
will bo continually filling op with
sand, which must be rcmoved by
hand, and as constantly as the sand
is required to be removyd from the
diwh, contingally, ‘must from
of necessity the water be turned out
of the ditch nto the river. This
will not only catail an expénse up-
on tho ¢ity, or.upon those who use
ti_m‘!_awr, but will lessen by far
the umber of days in whieh there
~ will Le water in tho ditches for sale},
by the eity to those who wish to
iirigate. f& will also render t e
time of obtaining water hore up-
certain and precurious. The reve
nue from water will be dhninis&ndp
and the product of the soil lessened.
To the tiller of the soil in this vity,
whether that tilluiz is for the grapo,‘

4

for fruit or for §eld crops, the cer-
vy of Obtaining‘ rater \\_":hen his
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