General Notlces. E

Saqnmento City Water Works.
To THE CiTIZENS OF SACRAMENTO :

Upon visiting your eity for the first time since the fire,
for the purpose of arranging the details of the contrae
for the City 'Water Works, I regret to find that my nilne
and proposal'bhve' been entangled somewhat in parfy
strite—and 'that” Hotwithstanding the clear manner in
which the subject of Piiblic Water Works was explainéd
in the Report of the Fire and Water Comnfittee, that
proposal whi¢h' has'heen ‘accepted by the Council and

ratified by a popular vote, is not" very generally under-
stooq. . T A : .

I beg briéfly to dxphitn the'mattor. dnd how it has as-
sumed its present form. Last sl.mygxe.r’ 1, psked for a
charter for myséif and friends, to_erett af dir dwn cost
water works in the City of Sackgménto, wifh'privilege of
charging a water rate. I found. however, that a highly
respectable and infiuential conipany in rawento wish-
.| ed to asK for the-snme privilege. I resighed my preten-
sions tg them. and handed my plans and estimdates
Col. H B Robijnson. who represented them. N

At this time, knowing that Water Worksof some kind
weuld certaihly be adopted in Sacrumento, T sent to Glas-
gow for fur to five miles of water pipes, adapted for this
place. '\A'Ké fortutiately had the cor tract for them made
prior to the enormous advanee (100 per cent.) which hus
taken place fn iron. st Lia

Finding from many cifizens in'$actdmento a determ]-
nation not to grant a charter fo a private compuny fgr
the City Water Works. I prepared. at the suggestion pf
the Chitf Engineer and the Chairman of the Fire and
Water {{Binmittie. an offer to coustruct these works: for
“and on bekalf of the City. ¥

The offer that was approved. and I presumo will be ac-
cepted. is as follows :

1st. That I should eréct o massive brick building. o
feet in height. stromg enough to sustain on its’ fouf a re-
servoir and 100.000 galous of waler. . . . .

24. That I should furnizh two sets of pumys, each b
them capable of puthping 430.000 gallons per dny ; e
' | for use. the otheras a duplicate in case of accident.

3 In liké'manner. two steam engines, one of 60: the ot
- | er of 25 horse power; the one for regular use. the other
* | for use'in chse of repairs. &e. .

To accupy profitably the 3-story brick building whick
sustains the reservoir, I should supply a flouring mill. o £
. | 4run’of stones. The object of this flouring mill being to
obtain the pumping of the watér' free of cost to the city;
‘many persons being willing to tuke the flouring will.and
as yent therefor. to pump all the water required. and kedp
the machinery in efficient repair, free of all coat to the
city; the same engine needful to run thq'tfl*.u ritig mifl,
with little additional expense for fukl, beinyg M ficient to
do all the iﬂ‘l’m’pjn?. SRR, 2

3d." hn,S' 1 <houfd Iay down about four miles of cart
iron 'Witer pipes throughout the cigy, and ut every corner
. | ereét’a fire hydrant. (the ¢ffeet of which will be equal to
placing a veservoir of 100 000 gallons of water at an el-
| | vaticn of 40 feet. at every street corner, ready. without
pumping. to put 6ut afire on its first outhreak. Albw, to
erect a filtering npparatus for purifying the water.

The price at which I offere@l to erect wud supply ol
these works. was $135.000. to be paid to me fn the bonds
of the City. specially secured upon the Watlr "Wors
themselves. having 10 years to run, and Leédring'10 per
cent. per annum interest. The bonds are ' (akéR"le 'Y
centson the dollar. 3 3

The cost now. owing'to the enermouns advance in
- | freight on the_ watéy pipes from Scotlund, and the aug.
- | mented’cost of Building ‘materials since the fire hers,
. | will probaldy be $16.000 more thau that sun. Ty s
< Such'was my proposal. The henefitg 1o the' city "o ta
derlvéd frém it arc—15¢. A Sapply of fillekod water sufi-
- | eient for 20 000 inhabh'.’t‘uts. at 20 gallons ‘daily for each
' pérsdn: elevated to the 3d story of any house in the eity
». | 2d. Protection from fire. 3d. A reduetion in the price
» | of watér to each house of about two-thirds from present
L eost. And. 4th. a'¥iét anuual income to the city. after
paying all expénsesand the iuterest on the Water Works
| bonds. of’ tn‘lwh}n $£30.000 and $49.000 per aunum,
|, ‘People hadve asked me why I t.*ko,uo,nmi‘.h‘{ruuhh to
- "brigy forward this measure.” My 'first Objéct is fusiness.
I submitted this proposal as a plain matter of business,
with a view to profit; but I trust the plan wiil not be
| | found wanting in the higher recommendation of utility.
. | The price at which che work is faken, however. affords so

! smull a margin of profit for the employment of thought,
| time and capital required. that I am quite wiling to suf-
: | render the contract to any gentlemen in Sxcramento,
1 | who will carry out my plans. I will give them the de-
| | signs and estimates free of cost, and sell them the eargo
of watérplnés How on the way. at 30-per’cent. 'Béldwthe
Jprice at'Which they can be'had to-day in diy ok ‘mar-
ket in the world.

. It generally happens that publie works cost much more
than private enterprises, In this case. however, no En-
fim«-r would venture to take this cgntr et to-day. for

e sum T hive ndined. even if he were paid in hard cash
and in @vice .

I trust that the'citizens éf Sderamento will remember
that T bave here offered to surrender my contract toany
person who will futhfully carry it out.  And should Istill
be ealled upon to erect these works, that they will give
" { me a hearty and Kindly concurrence. It is mortifying
i to me to hear iy name connectec with such words &

- #eheming. log-rolling. and wire-pulling.” for let?v'elx
' |'T have never stooped to ask a single vote. dr'the assin-
tarice of one citizen of Sudrameénto in support of my
proposal Except the Fngineér and Chairman of the
Fire and Water Committee. I do not. to this day. know
even by sight. a single member of the City Government.
My offer and proposal stood upon their naked merits. un-
supporti d by a single solicitation from me. And I claith
now for it nothing but the consideration which a plaia,
frank, open-handed proposal is entitled to.

GEO. GORDON, Engineor.
Vercas Trox Wegks., ,
San Francisco. February 28, 1853, ml-4
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