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WATER SUPTLY OF SAN FRANCISCO. (CA. 1880)

HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAN FRANCISCO'S
WATER SUPPLY, THE SAN FRANCISCO WATER WORKS AND
SPRING VALLEY WATER .COMPANY.

WITH THIS: BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CVHARLES
WEBB HOWARD.
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CHARLES WEBB HOWARD
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President Spring Valley Water Works.

Engllah Skock. Bdrn. iﬁ Vermont, Janu-ary 28d, 1831; resided

‘there and in New 'Hanipsh.ire until October, 1852, when he started for
Galvestdn,. '?exas, }or his hoalth, remained there and in New Orleans’T i
Atmti."l.. th& latter'part of Jamuary, Then started for Califomi;, via
Nicaragua; was shi:pw.reéke_d_ on the steamer Inc.lefendence about 4 o'
clock in the morning 6?"théil4th of February, off Marguerita Island .
‘which makes Magda;eﬁ; vBay. Came from there in the whaleship
M&teor, ‘arrivi;ng in San frmciaco Aprij. 5 158 1855; vhqre, and in Oak-
land he has since resided. ;  He vas‘engaged in mercantile puf-
':suits until 1865 when he Qent out of busmess and purchased a &
third interest in the Point Reyes Raneh, containing about seventy-

' one. thousand acres, in Marin Cou:nty, his father-in-law, Judgé Oscar
L.VShafterQ\ and James ﬂgu. Shafter, Esq., each owning a third int-

-~ erest the;'ein. Arter devoting nine years to the developing of -
tha\g property into dairy r-nches, he became a large stockholder in

the SPring Valley Water Works, was elected its President in Dec-

ember, 18'74, and haa occupied that position ever since.






