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Natlianiel Whe

are: President and Secretary, James English; Vice-President, E. G. Burnham; Treasurer, L. S.

Catlin. The city has upon its streets loi gas lights; 239 gasoline lamps in outlying districts, and 317

electric arc lights of 1200 candle power each, or a total of 657 street lights. The entire cost of these

in 1895-96, was $43,404.88. This contrasts strongly with the eight oil

lamps put up in 1825, and taken down and put away for safe keeping-

next year.

A still greater contrast is afforded by the " Inventory of the property

of the late borough of Bridgeport," transferred to the new city of

Bridgeport, by the Wardens and Burgesses and Freeman of said borough,

on the 19th day of September, 1836. It is as follows:

Three fire engines with apparatus thereto belonging.

Also the hooks and ladders and other apparatus used by the Hook and

Ladder Co.

One clock, formerly called the Borough clock, situated in the belfry of the North Congregational

Meeting House.

Also one stove.

The last inventory of the property of the city of Bridgeport, made in 1S96, places its value at

very nearly $2,000,000.

BRIDGEPORT'S WATER SUPPLY.

Bridgeport has a very liberal and adequate supply of good water for domestic and manufacturing

purposes, and uses more daily in proportion to her size than most any other city in the country. She

has only attained to the possibilities of this condition through much tribulation in the past and

the waging of a vigorous war with those who have liad control of her

water supply.

About the year 1818 the Rev. Elijah Waterman, pastor of the First

(or North) Congregational Church, built a house on Golden Hill, which

subsequently became the residence of Hanford Lyon, Esq. At that time
" the lane," now Golden Hill street, was closed at Main street by a "pair

lit" bars." Mr. Waterman owned the entire front of Golden Hill, and he

utilized certain springs upon his property by laying wooden pipes from

them down to Main street and Water street, and instituted the first

public supply to the city. A trough, located on Main street, near

Cannon, was supplied from this source, and was labeled "Public Water," and used by all. Springs

below Mr. Waterman's, on the land of Philo Hurd, Esq., were utilized in a similar manner by a

Brewing Company. This supply was afterward extended to the streets below, by Mr. Lemuel
Hubbell, who added to it the spring on the land where now stands the residence of Clapp Spooner,

Esc^., on the corner of Golden Hill and Harrison streets. Mr. Lewis C. Segee bought out the

business of Mr. Waterman and continued it until 1848, when he sold to a Mr. Hatch.

The " public wells," the comparatively small supply from the Golden Hill springs, and the river,

constituted the " city water," upon which it must depend in case of fire, and for many public purposes.

While the town was small these supplies were well enough, but as the population increased, and

particularly as manufacturing industries multiplied, the need of a plentiful

and reliable supply of water pressed upon the city sorely. The report of

the Board of Engineers to the Council for the year 1848, refers to the

"public wells" as in "good condition, but as usual, during the late drv

season have afforded little or no water." The uncertainty of this supply

is thus apparent, and the suggestion which accompanies it is significant

:

"The Board would suggest to your Honorable Body the propriety of

considering whether the public interest does not require some further

provision for several reservoirs of water near the public buildings on Broad kl-,,,1, ,ire "' ""= '"'«

street, to be filled from their roofs, or in case of long continued drought, by
the Department from the harbor, which would afford a supply not now realized from the wells."

The Council does not appear to have taken action on this matter, but on February 4, 1850, the

Board of Engineers were authorized "to construct a reservoir containino- 100 hoosheads water of near

uf G. C. Waldo
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the Catholic Church, agreeably to their report." This was the old St. James' Church, a brick building-
built in 1842-43, on the corner of Arch street and Washington avenue. The reservoir was to be filled

from its roof. But relief was at hand.

In 1853 the city gave to Nathaniel Green, agent of the Pequonnock Mills, at North Bridgeport,
"the sole and exclusive right and privilege of laying down pipes in the public streets and avenues and
highways," for the purpose of supplying public water, on the condition that said Green, "his
associates or said incorporated company, shall supply said city and the inhabitants thereof, with a full

and ample supply of pure water for all public, mechanical, domestic and all other ordinary iises and
purposes." The franchise was broad, but the conditions were definite, and on the failure to comply
with them, " then all the rights, privileges and powers hereby conferred shall cease and determine."
Such were the words of the resolution passed by the city. The Bridgeport Water Company was
formed in 1853, Peter M. Thorpe, President; but Nathaniel Green was still the controlling power. A
contract was made with the city for a supply of water for all city purposes, and to individuals and
companies for domestic and manufacturing uses, and the rates were fixed. It was signed, January 3,

1855, by P. M. Thorpe, for the Bridgeport Water Company, and John Brooks, Mayor, on behalf of

the city. Pipes were laid and hydrants set up, but the enterprise did not prosper. Mr. (ireen

conferred a great benefit upon the

place, but lost money by the ven-

ture. The company issued bonds

to about $90,000, and being unable

to take care of them, they were

sold out, and a new company came
into control of the franchises and

works at a low figure, but posses-

sing all the rights of the old com-

pany. The new owners were
organized in 1S57, under the name
of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Co.

,

and proceeded to run the water

supply on principles that were

more economical for the company
if less satisfactory for the public.

From the formation of the new
company, in which Mr. Green was
a member and director although

no longer President, for nearly

twenty years there was constant

friction between the company, the

city and the people. The works were run to pay the stockholders and the supply in quantity and
quality was not satisfactory. Repeated attempts to purchase the works were made b}' the city, but

always failed from the unwillingness of the people to pay any price for the franchise they had given

the company. At the same time the company had difficulties to contend with in the making of new
reservoirs, and in keeping pace with the rapidly growing demands of the city that taxed their energies

and abilities very greatly. In 1873-74 the company was constituted as follows;

Joseph Richardson, President; Charles H. Thorpe, Secretary and Treasurer; George Richardson,

Superintendent. Directors: Joseph Richardson, Nathaniel Wheeler, John H. Billings (deceased),

Win. H. Perrv and Samuel W. Baldwin.

Herkshire Jlill and Bridge,

of Navigation and first seat of Commerce

INCRKASED W.\TER SUPPI.V.

On ;\Iarch 10, 18S6, an organization styled "The Citizens' Water Co.," of Bridgeport, was
chartered by the Legislature. Its officers were. President, I. de V. Warner; Secretary and Treasurer,

James Staples; Directors, I. de V. Warner, James Staples, H. A. Beardsley, D. F. Hollister, H. N.

Beardsley, L. P. Warner and P. T. Barnum. The new company located its reservoir and dam on Mill

river, in Easton, and immediately connected the city with its works. The work of introducing the
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water from Mill river into the city was well along, when, in November, 1887, the Hj'draulic Company
consolidated with the Citizens' Water Company, the former retaining its name. The Hydraulic

Company had, under the Presidency of P. T. Barniim, from 1875 to 1885, been slowly improving its

plant. In 1886 the Hon. Wm. D. Bishop was chosen President. Two years afterwards Mr. Bishop

resigned and was succeeded by Charles Sherwood, Esq., as President, which position he has held ever

since. After acquiring the Mill river property the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company made very

exten.sive and costly improvements. All its reservoirs have been improved, and two new ones built in

Easton, with a capacity of 900,000,000 gallons. So far as is practicable the "dead ends" have been

done away with throughout the city and the company is improving its service in every way. The water

supply is steady and ample and a practically unlimited demand is answered to the general satisfaction.

In July, 1886, the company purchased the franchise of the Fairchild paper mill and extinguished the

last source of contamination on its Pequonnock river supplv. The company has a fine office, handy
of access, in the Public Libraiy Building on John street.

BRIDGES.
The bridges, from which Bridgeport takes a portion of its name, have been and still are

nimieruus. The first was the bridge at the head of navigation on the Pequonnock river (River

The Old Lower Bridge and East Bridgeport, before the ope

Street), across the lower end of Berkshire mill pond. The present bridge is of recent construction,

but the former one antedated the revolution. Then came the "Lottery Bridge," socalled, from
the foot of Wall street to Stratford avenue (1791), which was replaced about 1807, by a bridge,

the western terminus of which was Fairfield avenue, as at present. This was a toll bridge until

1868, when the city bought it and made it free. It was called the' Lower Bridge. Berkshire was
either the second or third on the list, the dam being built just above the Berkshire miU in 17S3, and

the bridge nine or ten years later. Then in 1836 Willis Stillman, B. G. Noble and others, built a

toll bridge at a place called Indian Island. This was known as " Noble's Bridge," and was bought by

the city and made free in 1864. It was rebuilt in 1893 at a cost of about $50,000.

The railroad bridge was built in 1848 by the New York and New Haven Railroad Company, and

replaced in 1869 by an iron structure of a substantial character. In 1850 a company consisting of

Abijah Burroughs, Wm. A. Peck and others, built a foot-bridge along the railroad bridge, on the

south side, on the same foundations with that structure, and charged a toll of one cent. In 1869 the

city built the foot bridge on the northern side of the railroad bridge and made it free.

The first center bridge was built by Messrs. P. T. Barnum and Wm. H. Noble, in opening up

their East Bridgeport territory. Its eastern terminus was about where that of the present Center

Bridge is, but on the west side it landed a considerable distance to the south, and crossed the tracks of

the Housatonic Railroad. It was bought by the city and made free in 1S64.
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