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olution " incorporating the New Haven, Hamden, and North Haven

Horse Railroad Company," shall be, and hereby is, amended so that the

authority granted " to merge and make common stock with any other

railroad company having railway connections therewith," shall not be

construed to grant the right to merge and make common stock with the

New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad Company; the New Ha

ven and Northampton Company ; or the New Haven, Middletown, and

Willimantic Railroad Company.

Approved, July 21, 1874.

An Act to provide a Supply of Pure and Wholsome Water to

the City of South Norwalk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Assembly convened : Section 1. The city of South Norwalk is hereby

authorized and empowered to take and use the water of any stream, lake,

or pond, in whole or in part, within the limits of the towns of Norwalk,

New Canaan, Wilton, or Darien, except Silver Mine stream above dam

of Norwalk borough water-works, to hold, convey, and distribute such

water into and through said city, by means of reservoirs, pipes, aque

ducts, pumps, and other suitable works, in such quantities as the necessi

ties and convenience of said city may require, to take and hold any

lands, property, or privileges, and to exercise any powers not inconsist

ent with the laws of this state, that may be necessary or convenient for

carrying into full effect the purposes of this act : provided, that the town

of New Canaan, or its inhabitants, shall retain the same right to take

water for public or private use from Five Mile river or Lake Anthony,

so-called, except from the reservoirs that may be constructed by said

city, as it or they would have, had this act not been passed. Provided,

nothing in this act shall be construed to allow said city of South Nor

walk to construct a reservoir dam more than eighty rods north of the

present residence of John Bishop, nor prevent the town of New Canaan

or its inhabitants from building a dam, or taking water above the dam

or reservoir of said city ; and said city shall not lay any pipe or main

above the Bark Mill dam, so-called, east of New Canaan village. And

the said city is hereby further authorized and empowered to purchase

water from the borough of Norwalk, or to purchase a portion of the

water-works of said borough, upon such terms and conditions as said

borough and city may agree, and to distribute the same in manner afore

said.

Sec. 2. Said city shall, upon its acceptance of the provisions of

this act, proceed to elect three persons who shall be a board of water

commissioners, and a suitable person to be treasurer of the water fund,

all of whom shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of their duties, and

shall hold office as follows: the treasurer and one of said water .commis

sioners until the 1st day of January, A.D. 1875, one of said commission

ers until January 1, A.D. 1876, and one of said commissioners until

January 1, A.D. 1877, and until their successors are respectively chosen

and sworn : and the respective terms of office of said commissioners

r
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shall be determined by lot within thirty days after their election, in the

presence of the clerk of the city, who shall make a record of the same.

And one water commissioner shall be chosen at each annual meeting of

said city, after the year 1874, to hold office for the term of three years,

beginning on the first day of January next following such election, and

until another is chosen and qualified ; and also a treasurer of the water

fund, to hold office for one year, beginning on such succeeding first day

of January, and until his successor be chosen and qualified. Any

vacancy which may occur in any of such offices may be filled by the

board of councilmen for the remainder of the then current year and

until the next annual meeting, when such vacancy may be filled by a

new election. And such commissioners and treasurer shall give bonds,

with sufficient surety, for the faithful performance of their several trusts,

in such sums as the board of councilmen shall determine, and shall

receive for their services such compensation as the board of councilmen

shall prescribe.

Sec. 3. Said commissioners are hereby authorized and empowered

to purchase and take conveyances, for and in the name of this city, of

all lauds, property, and privileges necessary or convenient for accom

plishing the purposes of this act, to hold in sufficient quantities the water

of any stream, either within or without said city, and in either of the

towns mentioned in the first section of this act, except Silver Mine

stream above dam of water works of borough of Norwalk, by the con

struction of suitable dams across the same ; to enter upon any lands near

such proposed dams, and procure earth, stone, or other materials for the

construction and maintenance thereof, and to make suitable wasteways

for the surplus water of such stream; to change the location of any

road or passway which may be covered by the waters of any reservoir so

formed, and to take land therefor; to enter upon and make use of the

ground or soil under any railroad, street, high or private way, public or

private grounds, and lay, construct, and maintain all necessary pipes,

pumps, and aqueducts in such manner as least to damage or impede

travel thereon ; to make contracts for labor and materials for the gen

eral purposes of this act; to make and establish public reservoirs and

hydrants, under the direction of the board of councilmen ; to make rules

and regulations regarding the use and distribution of said water, and

establish the prices to be paid therefor ; to collect all water rents, and

pay over the same to the treasurer of the water fund ; to audit, allow,

and draw orders on said treasurer for the payment of all claims against

said city on account of said water works, including payment of interest

on notes and bonds issued on account of such works ; and generally to

attend to the construction, care, supervision, and management of said

water works, and to exercise any additional powers that may from time

to time be conferred upon them by said city. And a majority of said

commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any of

the business of the board.

Sec. 4. Said city shall be liable to pay all the damages that shall

be sustained by any person, persons, or corporation, by the taking of any

land or estate as aforesaid, or by the construction or laying of any reser

voirs, pipes, pumps, aqueducts, or other works for the purposes of this

act. And if at any time it shall appear that any damage has occurred
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or may be likely to occur to any person, persons, or corporation, by rea-

bon of taking or using their land or estate for the purposes of this act,

or in the construction of said water works, and the said board of com

missioners cannot agree with the owner or owners of such property or

privileges as to the amount of compensation or damages to be paid to

them, then such compensation or damages may be assessed by three dis

interested persons, under oath, to be appointed by either judge of the

superior court, on application to such judge by or on behalf of either

party, upon such notice of such application as such judge shall prescribe,

which said appraisers shall report their doings, embracing the amount of

their assessment, to the superior court for the county of Fairfield, which

court may set aside such report for any irregular or improper conduct,

and may appoint another committee ; but if it shall accept said report

the sr.me shall be recorded, and thereupon such assessment shall be taken

and held to be a final adjustment of said compensation and damages

between said parties, and payment thereof, or a deposit of the same with

the treasurer of said county, to the use of such owner or owners, shall

release said city from liability to any further claims for compensation or

damages.

Sec. 5. For the purpose of defraying the cost of construction of

said water works and expenses incident thereto, and for no other pur

pose whatever, said city is hereby authorized and empowered to issue

notes, bonds, or certificates of debt, to be denominated on the face

thereof, " Water Fund of the City of South Norwalk," to an amount not

exceeding in the whole the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, bear

ing interest at no greater rate than seven per cent. per annum, the prin

cipal of which shall be payable at some certain time or times within

thirty years after the date of issue, and the amount of said notes, bonds,

or certificates which may at any time be issued, together with the times

of payment of the principal and interest thereof, and the rate of interest

shall be prescribed by said city, in legal city meeting called for that

purpose ; and said notes, bonds, and certificates shall be signed by the

mayor, and countersigned by the clerk of said city, who shall register

the number and amount of each bond issued on the records of said city.

And said bonds and certificates shall be, when issued, obligatory upon

said city and the inhabitants thereof, according to the purport and tenor

of the same.

Sec. 6. The board of water commissioners shall be the trustees of

the notes, bonds, or certificates of debt issued by said city ; shall super

intend the issuing of the same, and regulate the particular form thereof;

and after the same or any part thereof shall be issued they may sell

them in such manner as they may deem best, at not less than their par

value, or they may pledge the same for moneys temporarily borrowed

by them. And said board shall keep a record of all such notes, bonds,

or certificates issued, disposed of, or pledged, and all moneys received by

said board shall be by them forthwith paid over to the treasurer of the

water fund.

Sec. 7. The avails of all water rents shall be first applied to defray

ing the current expenses of said water works, and thereafter to the pay

ment of the interest on said notes, bonds, or certificates of debt ; and if

at any time there shall be an excess the board of water commissioners
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shall report the fact to the board of councilmen, who may direct whether

the same shall be applied to the extinction of the principal debt incurred

by the issuing of said notes, bonds, or certificates, or to any other pur

pose in connection with said works.

Sec. 8. In case the avails of water rent should at any time be inad

equate to meet the current expenses of said water works and the interest

of said notes, bonds, or certificates, the deficiency shall be supplied by

the laying of a tax on all property and persons liable to city taxation,

which tax may be laid at any city meeting called for that purpose, and

may be collected in the same manner as other city taxes. And said city

may, in like manner, lay and collect taxes for the purpose of p ying the

principal debt aforesaid, or any part thereof, by the establishment of a

sinking fund, or in any other manner. And the avails of all such taxes

shall be paid over to the treasurer of the water fund, subject to the order

of the board of water commissioners.

Sec. 9. Any claim of said city for the use of water, or for rent of

hydrants, shall be a lien upon the real estate or property wherein or in

connection with which such water was used, or on which such rent was

assessed. And said lien may be foreclosed before any court having juris

diction, in the same manner as a mortgage is now foreclosed. And the

board of water commissioners shall also have power to issue warrants

for the collection of all such claims, in the form prescribed by law for

the collection of taxes, which warrants shall be signed by said commis

sioners, and directed to the collector of the city taxes, or to some in

different person named therein, who shall have the same power to levy

and collect the same as collectors of town and state taxes now have by

law.

Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the board of water commissioners

to keep a record of their official proceedings, and an accurate account of

their receipts and disbursements, verified by proper vouchers, which

accounts shall be open at all reasonable times to the inspection of any

tax-payer of said city. And said commissioner shall render to each

annual meeting of said city a statement of their receipts and disburse

ments on accouut of the construction of said works, and a separate state

ment of receipts from revenue of the same, and of payments for interest

and current expenses after the opening of such works for public use ; which

statements shall be sworn to by one or more of said commissioners, and

recorded in the records of said city. They shall also report to the same

meeting a statement of their doings, including a general exhibit of the

state of the works, an estimate of sums required to be expended therefor,

a report of claims outstanding against the city on account of such works,

and such other matters of information in regard to such works as may

be called for. The treasurer of the water fund shall also render to each

annual meeting a statement of his accounts. And the commissioners

and treasurer shall render such statements and reports to the mayor and

to the board of councilmen, whenever required by them.

Sec. 11. If any person shall willfully and maliciously corrupt the

water in any reservoir, aqueduct, hydrant, pipe, pump, or other portion

of said water-works, or destroy or injure any portion of such works, or

any materials or property used or designed to be used in connection

therewith, such person, on conviction thereof before any court having

50
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competent jurisdiction, shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hun

dred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or by such fine

and imprisonment both. And said city shall have power to enact by

laws in the manner prescribed by law for the enactment of other by-laws,

imposing penalties and forfeitures for the violation of any of the rules

and regulations of the board of water commissioners: provided, that

such penalties or forfeiture shall not exceed the sum of twenty dollars

for any one offense.

Sec. 12. This act shall not take effect until it has been accepted by

said city, at a meeting specially warned for that purpose, at which meet

ing the votes shall be taken by ballots marked "yes" and "no"; and,

if a majority of the ballots so cast in said meeting shall have upon the

same the word "yes," then this act shall take effect and be in full force.

The boxes to receive the ballots aforesaid shall be kept open at least sis

hours continuously, and the hour of opening and closing the same shall

be specified in the call of the meeting ; and, if at said meeting this act

shall be so accepted, then said city may proceed at the same meeting to

vote upon the matter of issuing said notes, bonds, or certificates, and to

elect said commissioners and treasurer of the water fund, and to trans

act any other business contemplated in the provisions of this act,

provided, notice thereof shall have been inserted in the call for said

meeting.

Sec. 13. This act shall take effect from the day of its acceptance,

as above, by the city of South Norwalk, and shall thenceforth be a pub

lic act, and may be altered, amended, or repealed at the pleasure of the

general assembly.

Approved, July 22, 1874.

Extending the Time within which the Connecticut Western

Railroad Company may take Lands.

Resolved by this Assembly : Section 1. That the time within which

the Connecticut Western Railroad Company may take lands for right of

way and other purposes, by virtue of the statute laws of this state, is

hereby extended to one year from the passage of this act: provided,

that nothing herein contained shall authorize said company to acquire

any right to use or occupy any portion of the depot grounds of the Nau-

gatuck Railroad Company in the village of Winsted, except such as may

be obtained by the consent of said Naugatuck Railroad Company, or by

existing contracts between said two companies.

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage.

Approved, July 22, 1874.

Authorizing the New Haven Gas Light Company to Increase

Capital Stock.

Resolved by this Assembly : Section 1. That the New Haven Gas

Light Company be, and they hereby are, authorized to increase their

capital stock to an amount not exceeding two million of dollars.

Approved, July 22, 1874.


