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[360.]

AN ACT CONSOLIDATING THE BOROUGH OF WINSTED WITH THE

TOWN OF WINCHESTER.

Be 'it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Assembly convened:

ARTICLE I

CONSOLIDATION

SECTION _1. On and after the first Monday of October, 1915, the

existence of the borough of Winsted shall cease, and all political and

legal rights of said borough, and all property, property rights, and

choses in action of any kind belonging to said borough shall pass to

and be vested in the town of Winchester. All debts and obligations of

said borough existing on said first Monday of October, 1915, shall

on said date be assumed by said town, but such debts and obligations

shall be a charge upon the inhabitants and property within the Winsted

District of said town as hereinafter described, and upon such inhabi

tants and property only.

SEC. 2. This act shall not affect any suit pending on said first

Monday of October, 1915, nor any cause of action existing on said

date, nor shall it release or affect any taxes heretofore laid by said

borough of Winsted, nor any assessment list heretofore made by said

berough, nor any fines, forfeitures, or penalties heretofore incurred and

due to said borough, nor any liens recorded in favor of said borough, but

said taxes, fines, forfeitures, and penalties and all taxes laid on said

assessment lists may be collected and enforced by the selectmen of

the town of Winchester, or such person as they shall designate for that

purpose, and when so collected shall be applied, by said board of select

men, to the payment of any outstanding indebtedness of said borough

existing at the time this act takes effect. Said liens shall be foreclosed

or collected by said selectmen in the name of the town of Winchester.

SEC. The terms of ofiiee of all officers of said borough of Win

sted and all officers of the town of Winchester, except registrars of

voters and town clerk, which do not expire on or before the first Mon

day of October, 1915, shall end on that date. The officers of said

borough and said town shall at the expiration Of their respective terms

of office, turn over to the selectmen elected under the provisions of

this act all property of said borough and Of said town in their posses—

sion and shall execute all papers necessary to a complete transfer

thereof.
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ARTICLE II

wnvs'rnn DISTRICT

SEC. 4. So much of the territory of the town of Winchester as

constitutes the borough of Winsted shall, from the first Monday of

October, 1915, constitute the Winsted District of the town of Winches—

ter, and the inhabitants and property within said district shall be liable

to taxation by the town to defray the expenses and liabilities of all

kinds existing against said borough of Winsted on the first Monday of

October, 1915, the expense of installing, enlarging, maintaining, and

caring for any sewer system that may be established in said district,

as hereinafter provided, the expense of the police and fire departments

within said district, the lighting of the streets and public places in said

district, the establishment, maintenance, and repair of sidewalks, curbs,

and crosswalks in said district, and any other expenses necessary for

the special benefit of said district.

SEC. 5. Upon the written petition of a majority of the legal

voters residing without said Winsted District, but within any part

of said town contiguous thereto, praying to be annexed as a part of

said district and describing the limits of the territory to be annexed,

the selectmen, or a majority of them, may, after hearing, and notice

by publication in a newspaper published in said town at least five

days prior to such hearing, annex the territory therein described to

said Winsted District. In case such territory shall be so annexed,

the selectmen shall cause their decision, with a description of such

' territory, to be recorded in the land records of said town.

SEC. 6. Whenever, at any town meeting duly warned for the pur

pose of laying taxes, a tax shall be laid upon the inhabitants and taxable

property within said town, such tax shall be apportioned by the board

of finance hereinafter mentioned in such manner that all the inhabitants

and taxable property within said town shall bear the general expenses

of said town, and the inhabitants and taxable property within said

Winsted District only shall bear the expense of installing, enlarging,

maintaining, and caring for any sewer system that may be established

in said district, the expense of the police and fire departments within

said district, the lighting of the streets and public places in said dis—

trict, the establishment, maintenance, and repair of sidewalks, curbs,

and crosswalks in said district, and any other expenses for the special

benefit of said district, and, if it becomes necessary, the payment of

the debts and obligations of the borough of Winsted existing on the

first Monday of October, 1915, and the interest thereon.

ARTICLE III

MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS

SEC. 7. At the annual town meeting of said town of Winchester

held on the first Monday of October, 1915, a ballot shall be taken to
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determine whether any person shall be licensed to sell spirituous and

intoxicating liquors in said town, if a petition requesting such ballot

shall have been presented and notice of the taking of such ballot given

in accordance with the provisions of the general statutes. A like ballot

shall be taken at the annual town meeting in the year of 1916, and

biennially thereafter whenever such petition is presented and notice

given as aforesaid. '

SEC. 8. At the annual town meeting to be held-in the year 1915

and biennially thereafter, there shall be an election of officers of said

town by ballot. The elective officers to be chosen at said meeting shall

be five selectmen, a town clerk, two auditors, and three constables. No

person shall vote for more than five selectmen, one town clerk, one

auditor, and three constables. The five candidates for selectmen, one

candidate for town clerk, two candidates for auditor, and three candi—

dates for constable who shall receive the greatest number of votes shall

be declared elected. Said selectmen, auditors, and constables shall hold

office for two years from the date of their election and until their suc

cessors shall be elected and qualified, and said town clerk shall hold

office for two years from the first Monday of January succeeding his

election and until his successor shall be elected and qualified.

SEC. 9. At all meetings of said town held for the election of its

officers, or for voting by ballot on any question, the polls shall be open

at six o’clock in the forenoon and shall remain open until three o’clock

in the afternoon. The casting, challenging, checking, and counting of

ballots at all such meetings shall be regulated and conducted in the

manner provided from time to time by the general statutes for the

election of town officers and the determining of whether any person

shall be licensed to sell spirituous and intoxicating liquors in said town.

In the conduct of such elections voting machines may be adopted and

used in the manner provided by the general statutes.

SEC. 10. All ballots used for the election of officers shall be

similar to the official ballots provided for by the general statutes, except

that the names of the candidates for each office shall be printed under

the name of the office in the alphabetical order of their surnames and

without any party designation or emblem, and upon the face of each

stub shall be printed the following: “This ballot shall be marked with

a pencil having black lead. Make a cross mark ‘X’ before the name

of each candidate for whom you vote. Selectmen, vote for five, town

clerk, vote for one, auditor, vote for one, constables, vote for three. You

may write in the space in the ‘blank column’ designated for the office

the name of any person not printed on the ballot for whom you desire

to vote for such office.”

SEC. 11. Whenever there shall be no election to any oflice by rea

son of a tie vote, a new election for such office shall be held on the

ensuing third Monday of October, and only those candidates whose

votes were tied shall then be voted for.
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SEC. 12. The registrars of voters of the town of Winchester in

office at the time of the passage of this act shall hold office until the

first Monday of January, 1917. Said town shall, at the general election

held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 1916, and

biennially thereafter, elect by ballot two registrars of voters to hold -

office for two years from the first Monday of January succeeding their

election, and the title of the office and names of the candidates to be

voted for shall be printed upon the official ballots used at general elec

tions.

SEC. 13. The provisions of this act relative to the nomination and

election of the other elective officers provided for herein shall not apply

to registrars of voters.

SEC. 14. At all town meetings of said town, the time for trans

action of business, except at the election of officers and the voting by

ballot on any question. shall be at three o’clock in the afternoon, un

less otherwise specified in the warning.

ARTICLE IV

NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES

SEC. 15. The mode of nomination of all elective officers provided

for by this act, except registrars of voters, shall be by petition. The

name of any nominee for office shall be printed upon the ballot when

a petition in the form herein prescribed shall have been filed with the

town clerk. Such petition shall be signed by at least fifty of the legal

voters of said town. Each signer of a petition shall sign his name

with ink or indelible pencil, and shall state on the petition, after his

name, his place of residence. The signatures to a nominating petition

may not all be affixed to one paper, but to each separate paper com—

prising such petition there shall be attached an affidavit of the cir

culator thereof stating the number of signers to such paper, and that

each signature affixed thereto was made in his presence and is the genu

ine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. The town

clerk shall endorse on such petition the date upon which it was presented

to him and by whom presented. No voter shall, by petition, present

more than fivernominees for selectmen, more than one nominee for

town clerk or for auditor, nor more than three nominees for constable.

In case of repetition of signatures in violation of this provision, the

only valid signature shall be the petition first received by the town

clerk. All nominating papers comprising a petition shall be assembled

and filed with the town clerk as one instrument at least twenty-one

days prior to the date of holding the election with respect to which such

petition is filed.

SEC. 16. When a petition of nomination is presented to the town

clerk for filing he shall forthwith examine the same and ascertain
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whether it conforms to the provisions of this article. If it does not

conform thereto, he shall, in writing, designate on such petition the

defect or omission or reason why such petition cannot be filed, and

shall forthwith return the petition to the person who presented it. Such

petition may then be amended and again, not later than three days after

such petition shall have been returned, be presented to the town clerk

as in the first instance, and said clerk shall forthwith examine the

amended petition, and, if it then conforms to the provisions of this

article, shall file it, but if it does not so conform, he shall reject it
and return it to the person who presented it.v

SEC. 17. If either the original or amended petition of nomination

conforms to the provisions of this article, as hereinbefore provided, the

town clerk shall file the same forthwith, and shall, at least fourteen

days before the time of holding the election at which the nominees

named in such petition or petitions are to be voted for, transmit a list

ofthe persons so nominated, verified and corrected in accordance with

the voting list of said town, and arranged in the alphabetical order

of their surnames, with the names of the offices for" which they are

nominated, to the secretary of the state, with an order for a number

of ballots to be used at such election, as provided by the general statutes.

SEO. 18. Any person whose name has been presented pursuant

to the provisions of this article as a nominee for any office, may, not later

than fifteen days before the election for which he is nominated, cause

his name to be withdrawn from nomination, by filing with the town

clerk a request therefor in writing, and no name so withdrawn shall

be included in the list to be transmitted to the secretary of the state

by said town clerk.

ARTICLE V '

MEETINGS OF SELECTMEN

SEC. 19. The first meeting of the board-of selectmen shall be

Held at ten o’clock in the forenoon of the day next following their elec

tion. A regular meeting shall be held once in each month on a date

to be fixed by ordinance, at which meeting any elector or property

owner of said .town may appear and be heard as to any business of

said town. The first selectman shall have the power to call a special

meeting of the board of selectmen at any time, and he shall call such

special meeting whenever requested to do so by two members of said

board. The call for such special meeting shall be served upon or mailed

to each member of said board at least twenty-four hours before the

hour of meeting; but the lack of a call or the insufficiency of the

service thereof shall not invalidate any meeting of the board when all

members shall be present and none of them objects to such lack of

service. At any meeting of said board any member may demand an

aye and nay vote on any question to be voted upon and such vote shall
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be recorded in the minutes by the clerk. Three members of said board

shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business. All

meetings of said board may be adjourned from time to time as said

board may determine.

ARTICLE VI

FIRST SELECTMAN

SEC. 20. The board of selectmen shall, at its first meeting as

hereinbefore provided, choose by ballot one of its number who shall

be first selectman of said town for the two years next ensuing.

SEC. 21. The first selectman shall be the chief executive officer

of the town of Winchester; he shall perform such duties as are im

posed upon him by the general statutes and by this act, and by the

ordinances or by-laws of the town of Winchester made as provided

in this act, and shall be ex officio agent of the town deposit fund. He

shall preside at all meetings of the legal voters of said town except dur

ing the meetings for the election of officers, and at all meetings of the

board of selectmen; at all meetings of the board of selectmen where he

shall so preside he shall vote only to dissolve a tie. At meetings for

the election of officers the moderator shall be chosen by the registrars

of voters in the manner prescribed by the general statutes. Said select

man shall have power to preserve the peace in said town, and may

suppress all tumults and riots by force if necessary; and may at all

times require, in the performance of said duty, the aid of any sheriff,

deputy sheriff, constable, or policeman, or all of them together, or of

any of the legal voters of said town, and may call upon the governor

for the assistance of the state militia. He shall have general supervision

over the oflicial‘acts and conduct of all officers of said town, may at

any time require any such officer to report to him concerning any matter

within his charge, and shall take proper action to cause every viola- ‘

tion and neglect of duty on the part of any such officer to be punished.

He may at any time summon before him any officer of said town for

information, consultation, or advice on the affairs of said town. He

may suspend any officer, except members of the board of relief, asses

sors, or members of the town school committee appointed by the board

of selectmen, from the exercise of the duties of his office until the next

meeting of the board, and shall report such action and the reason there

for in writing to said meeting for the action of said board. The com

pensation of any officer so suspended shall cease upon such suspension,

but if he shall not be removed from office by the board, he may, in the

discretion of the board, he paid compensation for the period of such

suspension. If any vacancy shall exist by reason of such suspension,

or for any other reason, said first selectman shall take such action as

in his judgment is necessary to provide for the performance of the

duties of the oflice so vacated until the next meeting of the board of
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selectmen. He shall communicate to the legal voters of the town at

each annual town meeting a general statement of the affairs of the

town, with such suggestions and recommendations as the interests of

the town shall in his judgment require. He shall sign all contracts,

deeds, bonds, and other instruments requiring the assent of the town,

and shall take care that the terms of the same are performed; and he

shall countersign all orders drawn upon the treasurer of the town.

SEC. 22. The board of selectmen shall, within one month after

each biennial town meeting, designate one of their number to be second

selectman. The second selectman shall have the powers and discharge

the duties of the first selectman during the absence of the latter from

town or during his inability to perform the duties of his office. In

all meetings of the board of selectmen, such second selectman, while act

ing as chairman, may vote as a member of the board and in addition

have a casting vote in case of a tie.

ARTICLE VII

OFFICERS

SEC. 23. The town clerk shall, in addition to the duties imposed

upon him by the general statutes and by the provisions of this act,

keep the minutes and records of all meetings of the board of selectmen.

He shall draw and sign all orders on the treasurer of the town under

the authority and direction of the board of selectmen. On the first

Monday of each month he shall make report to the board of selectmen

of all fees collected by him for the recording of deeds, the issuing of

licenses of any kind; and for all other acts done by him in his official

capacity. The assistant town clerk provided for by the general statutes

shall, in the absence or inability of the town clerk, perform the duties

imposed upon such town clerk by the provisions of this act. .

SEC. 24. The auditors shall annually examine the accounts of all

officers of the town having custody of the funds of the town, and shall

report in writingto the board of selectmen. They shall be under the

direction of said board and shall audit the accounts of any officers

when directed to do so by said board.

SEO. 25. The board of selectmen shall, within ten days after each

biennial election appoint a treasurer of the town who shall be ex ofiicio

treasurer of the town deposit fund and other trust funds, and who shall

hold office at the pleasure of said board. He shall have the same powers

and duties as are provided for town treasurers by the general statutes.

He shall be under the direction of the board of selectmen, who are

authorized to direct the manner in which his accounts shall be kept.

SEC. 26. The board of selectmen shall, within seven days after the

annual town meeting in the year 1915, appoint three tax assessors, one

for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term

of three years; and thereafter, within seven days after each annual
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town meeting, said board shall appoint one assessor for a term of three

years. Said assessors shall have the same powers and duties, and shall,

in the assessment of taxes, proceed with regard to notices, lists, and

abstracts in all respects as though elected by ballot for and in behalf

of said town of Winchester, except that it shall be the duty of the

assessors to make a separate list of the inhabitants and property liable

to taxation within the W'insted District of said town and of the inhabi

tants and property liable to taxation without said district.

SEC. 27. The board of selectmen shall, within thirty days after

each biennial election, beginning with the year 1915, appoint a col

lector of taxes and water rents, who shall hold office at the pleasure

of said board, and who shall have the same powers and duties and shall

proceed in the duties of his office and the collection of taxes in all

respects as though elected by ballot for and in behalf of the town of

Winchester. He shall collect all money due. said town for the sale of

water, and shall keep the books and accounts of the Winsted Water

Works hereinafter mentioned and shall make, at least once a month,

or oftener if required by the board of selectmen, a report to said board

in writing, giving an account of all receipts, and pay the money so col

lected to the treasurer of said town.

SEO. 28. The board of selectmen shall, within seven days after

the annual town meeting in the year 1915, appoint six residents of

the town as a school committee, two for a term of one year, two

for a term of two years, and two for a term of three years, and

thereafter, within seven days after each annual town meeting, said

board shall appoint two residents of said town t0_be members of said

school committee for a term of three years. Said town school commit

tee shall have all the powers conferred by the general statutes upon

such committees, except that it shall not have power to draw orders

upon the treasurer of the town for payment of money, nor to fill vacan

cies in its number. Any such vacancies shall be filled by the board

of selectmen, and no expenses incurred by said committee in maintain

ing public schools in said town or in performing the other duties of

their office shall be paid until approved by the board of selectmen.

SEC. 29. The board of selectmen shall, within sixty days after

the annual town meeting in the year 1915, appoint a board of relief

consisting of three members, one for a term of one year, one for a term

of two years, and one for a term of three years; and thereafter, within

sixty days after each annual town meeting, said board shall appoint

one member of the board of relief for a term of three years. Said

board of relief shall have the same powers and duties, and shall, in

equalizing and adjusting valuations and assessment lists, proceed in

all respects as though elected by ballot for and in behalf of the town

of Winchester. Any member of the board of relief, or of the school

committee, or any assessor may be removed from office by the board of

selectmen for cause after hearing, but in case of such removal, the
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selectmen shall cause to be recorded in the records of said board a

statement of the reasons therefor.

SEC. 30. The board of selectmen shall, within ten days after each

biennial election, appoint a town attorney for the town of Winchester,

who shall hold office at the pleasure of said board, and whose duty

it shall be to advise the ofiicers of the town as to any questions of law

which may arise in which the town is concerned, and to appear for

said town in all legal proceedings in which it is interested.

ARTICLE VIII

SALARIES

SEC. 31. The salaries of the officers of said town shall be as fol

lows: Of the first selectman, six hundred dollars per annum; of each

of the other selectmen, two hundred dollars per annum; but said sala

ries may be changed at any biennial town meeting held for the election

of officers, if such proposed change shall be inserted in the warning of

such meeting. Except as otherwise provided herein, the town clerk, in

addition to the fees to which he is entitled by law, and the other officers

of said town, shall receive such salaries or compensation as the board

of selectmen may determine.

ARTICLE IX

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS

SEC. 32. There shall be in the town of Winchester and under the

government thereof the following departments of administration: Pub

lic works, streets and highways, public grounds, charities, fire, police,

and health. The board of selectmen may recommend, and the town

may, at any regular or special meeting duly warned for such purpose,

by vote, establish any other department or departments of administra

tion that may be deemed advisable. The board of selectmen may, by

ordinance, prescribe the jurisdiction and duties of any department so

established, and may alter and amend the jurisdiction and duties of

any department provided for by this article.

SEC. 33. Each department shall be administered by an executive

head under the direction and control of the board of selectmen, and

subject to the order and ordinances of said town. Such heads of depart

ments shall be appointed by and shall hold office during the pleasure of

the board of selectmen, subject to the provisions of section twenty-one

of this act. Members of the board of selectmen shall be ineligible for

such appointments.

SEC. 34. The superintendent of public works shall have charge of

the W'insted Water Works, and of all public drains and sewers in use

in the Winsted District of said town at the time this act shall take

effect, and of all sewers, sewer systems, and sewage disposal plants

29
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which may hereafter be established and constructed by the sewer com

missioners of said district, and shall keep the same in repair; provided

no such sewers, sewer systems, drains, or sewage disposal plants shall

be deemed to be completed by said commissioners or within the juris

diction Of the superintendent of public works until the same shall have

been accepted by the board of selectmen. He shall perform such duties

of building and plumbing inspection as the board of selectmen shall

prescribe.

SEC. 35. The superintendent of streets and highways shall have

charge of all streets, highways, bridges, sidewalks, crosswalks, curbs,

and railings and the lighting of the streets and public places within said

town and 0f the construction, repair, maintenance, and care of the same.

SEC. 36. The superintendent of public grounds shall have charge

of all parks, cemeteries, and public grounds, excepting the town farm,

within said town, and shall be ex-officio tree warden of said town, with

all the powers and duties conferred upon tree wardens by the general

statutes.

SEC. 37. The superintendent of charities shall have charge of

paupers and the care and charge of the tow farm.

SEC. 38. The superintendent of the fire department shall have

charge of all engine houses, engines, hose, hose carriages, tools, and

implements of every kind and character used for the purpose of extin

guishing fires. He shall recommend to the board of selectmen the

appointment of an assistant engineer for each of the fire companies of

said town, and all of said companies shall be organized and maintained

under and pursuant to the ordinances or by-laws of said town pertain

ing to the enlistment, organization, and duties of the volunteer fire

department of said town.

SEC. 39. The superintendent of police shall have charge of the

police department in said town, and upon his recommendation the board

of selectmen may appoint not more than twenty-four policemen, of

whom four shall reside outside the limits of the Winsted District, all

of whom shall be legal voters of said town, and shall be under the direc

tion and command of said superintendent of police. Said board may

appoint special policemen for special occasions and for terms not ex~

ceeding two weeks, all of which policemen and special policemen shall

have the same power within said town to preserve the peace, arrest and

secure offenders, prosecute for crime, and serve criminal warrants as

constables have in their respective towns. For services rendered by -

such policemen beyond the limits of the Winsted District they shall

receive the same fees as constables by law receive for the service of'

criminal process, travel, holding prisoners, and making arrest. For

services rendered by such policemen within the limits of the Winsted

District they shall each receive from the treasury of the town such com

pensation as the board of selectmen shall prescribe; but they shall re—

ceive no other fees or pay for services so rendered. The board of select
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men shall appoint one of said policemen a truant officer, who shall inves

tigate all cases of truancy and absence from school that may be reported

to him and perform such other duties as may be required of him by the

town school committee.

SEC. 40. The department of health shall consist of a town health

officer, who shall hold office for the same term as heads of other depart

ments. He shall have within the limits of said town all the powers and

privileges, and perform all duties, which are by the general statutes

vested in, and imposed upon, boards of health, and town, city and bor

ough health officers. The board of selectmen shall appoint a visiting

nurse who shall perform such duties in relation to schools, paupers,

indigent persons, and the public health as said board shall direct.

ARTICLE X

roam) or FINANCE

SEC. 41. There shall be in the town of Winchester a board of

finance, consisting of the first selectman, who shall be ex-ofiicio chair

man of said board, and six legal voters of said town, to be appointed as

hereinafter provided, who shall hold no other ofiice in or under the

government thereof. Not more than five of the members of said board

so appointed shall reside within the Winsted District of said town. The

first selectman as chairman of said board shall have no vote upon any

matter before said board except in case of a tie. The members of said

board shall be duly sworn to the faithful performance of their duties,

and the necessary expenses of said board, when duly approved by the

board of‘selcctmen, shall be paid by the town; but no member of said

board of finance shall be paid for his services as a member thereof.

SEC. 42. During the month of July, 1915, the selectmen of the

town of Winchester and the warden and burgesses of the borough of

Winsted, acting together, shall appoint six legal voters of said town to

be members of said board of finance, two members for a term of one

year, two members for a term of two years, and two members for a term

I of three years, from the first day of August, 1915. Thereafter the

board of selectmen of the town of Winchester shall, during the month

of July in each year, appoint two members of said board of finance for

a term of three years. Each member of the board of finance shall hold

office during the term for which he is appointed and until his successor

shall be appointed and qualified, and in case of vacancy in said board

by reason of death, resignation, or removal of residence from said town,

the board of selectmen shall forthwith fill such vacancy, and the mem

ber so appointed shall serve for the remainder of the term for which he

is appointed and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified.

SEC. 43. The fiscal year for all departments of the town of Win

chester, including the maintenance of schools, shall begin on September

first and end on August thirty-first in each year.
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SEC. 44. The board of finance shall give notice to each board,

committee, or department of a definite time and place when it will

meet to consider the needs of such board, committee, or department.

The meetings of said board of finance shall be open to the public. Said

board shall, on or before the fifteenth day of September in each year,

prepare and publish in at least one newspaper published in said town,

a statement or estimate of the expenditures of said town for the ensuing

fiscal year. Said statement shall exhibit the expenditures in each

department of the town during the last fiscal year, giving the amounts

in as great detail as is practicable, and shall state the estimate of the

requirements for the ensuing year, separately stating the estimate for

requirements of the Winsted District of said town for sewer system, if

any is established, police and fire departments, lighting streets and

public places, establishing, maintaining and repairing sidewalks, curbs,

and crosswalks, and any other requirements necessary for the special

benefit of said district. Said statement shall state the amount which it

is estimated will be received from every source of revenue of said town

during the ensuing fiscal year, except from taxation, and shall also

contain an itemized list of the debts and obligations of the town. Said

board of finance shall recommend in said statement such rate of taxation

as it shall deem proper and shall submit the same to the annual town

meeting next ensuing as the basis for laying a tax. Said meeting shall

take action on such recommendation, and shall make such specific

appropriations as may appear advisable, making separate appropria

tions for the expenses of said Winsted District for a sewer system, if

any is established, police and fire departments in said district, lighting

streets and public places in said district, establishing, maintaining, and

repairing sidewalks, curbs, and crosswalks in said dstrict, and any other

expenses necessary for the special benefit of said Winsted District; and

said meeting shall lay such tax as may appear advisable upon the inhabi

tants and taxable property within said town, subject to apportionment

by said board of finance as hereinafter provided.

SEO. 45. No moneys so appropriated shall be used by said town or

by any officer thereof for any purpose other than that for which such

appropriation has been made, except on application in writing by the

selectmen. When such application is received said board shall give a

hearing thereon and public notice of such hearing shall be given in such

manner as said board may direct. Thereafter, if the amount required

does not exceed one thousand dollars, the board of finance may appro—

priate such sum for the use of the selectmen from any unexpendcd

balance or balances of appropriations, or from any funds in the treasury

not otherwise appropriated, but if the amount required for any purpose

shall exceed one thousand dollars, such amount shall not be appro

priated except in a town meeting warned and held for such purpose.

SEC. 46. Said board of finance shall, during the first three weeks

of the month of March next succeeding each armual town meeting at
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which a tax is laid, and within four weeks after any town meeting, at

which a tax is laid other than the annual town meeting, after public

hearing, of which notice shall be given by publication in a newspaper

published in said town of Winchester at least five days previous to such

hearing, apportion the rate of tax so laid in such manner that the pro

visions of section six of this act shall be complied with, and shall forth

with report their doings to the selectmen of the town, who shall make

and sign rate bills for the collection of such tax in accordance with

such apportionment.

SEC. 47. Any member of the board of selectmen or of the town

school committee who shall expend, or vote to expend, or cause to be

expended, any money of the town, except for the purpose of paying

judgments rendered against said town, in violation of the provisions

of this article, or who shall apply, or vote to apply, or cause to be

applied, any money appropriated for a specific purpose to any other

purpose, or who shall exceed, or vote to exceed, or cause to be exceeded,

any appropriation in violation of the provisions of this article, shall be

liable in a civil action in the name of the town of Winchester, and the

amount so drawn from the treasury of the town shall be deemed to be

liquidated damages in such action against any such officer.

ARTICLE XI

POWERS OF SELECTMEN

SEC. 48. The board of selectmen, in addition to the powers con

ferred by the general statutes upon selectmen of towns, shall have the

following powers: To regulate the manner of warning meetings of said

board, and the times and places of holding its meetings, not otherwise

provided in this act, and to prescribe the order of business of such

meetings; to provide the mode of keeping the accounts of said town,

and auditing the same; to adjust claims against said town; to defend

actions against said town; to prosecute in the name of said town any

proper action upon any contract or liability in which said town may be

interested, and for all fines, penalties, costs, and expenses imposed by

this act, or by any ordinance or by-law of the town, and to enforce the

collection thereof; to define the duties of all officers and employees of

said town, when not expressly fixed and defined by the provisions of

this act; to prescribe the amount of bonds to be given by the several

town officers, and to confer upon the several town officers all proper

authority to enable them to execute and discharge their powers and

duties; to regulate and prescribe the duties of the police department; to

organize and regulate a volunteer fire department, and to provide for the

enlistment of fire companies and the establishment of fire company dis

tricts, and for the equipment, regulation, and control of fire companies;

to procure and maintain suitable and proper fire apparatus, and provide

hydrants at such points as they may deem expedient, and to provide a
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suitable supply of water for fire purposes; to lay out, alter, establish,

and make highways, streets, parks, public grounds, walks, and gutters,

and to repair and keep the same open and safe for public use and travel

and free from encroachment and obstruction; to regulate the width of

all streets, sidewalks, gutters, highways, and alleys; to establish curb

lines; to provide for and regulate within said Winstcd District public

lights, lamps, and lamp posts and the location thereof.

Sac. 49. The board of selectmen shall have the power to make

by-laws and ordinances which shall have the force of law within the

limits of said town, or within the limits of said Winstcd District, if

they are by their terms applicable to such district only, upon the follow

ing subjects: To prevent and punish trespasses on private property or

in parks, gardens, cemeteries, enclosures, and public buildings; to pro

tect and preserve the health of the inhabitants of said town; to prevent,

and secure the removal of, all nuisances injurious to health or offensive

to the public, at the expense of the owner of the premises where such

nuisance exists, or otherwise, and, for such purpose, to enter into or

upon, or to authorize the entering into or upon, any building 0r premises

in said town; to regulate the moving of manure, swill, night-soil, or

other offensive substances through the streets of said town; to provide

for the collection and disposal of filth, garbage, and rubbish, and to

establish districts wherein the same may be collected and removed at

the expense of said town or at private expense as such by-laws may

determine; to regulate or prohibit the throwing or depositing of refuse

or deleterious matter, or any other matter or material, in Mad river,

Still river, their tributaries, or in any steam or body of water in said

town, and the throwing or depositing of sweepings, dust, ashes, offal,

dirt, garbage, paper, dirty liquids, or any other material, in any street

or public place; to prevent vice and immorality and preserve public

peace and good order; to prohibit all kinds of gambling; to regulate

billiard rooms, pool rooms, bar rooms and bowling alleys; to restrain

and suppress gambling houses, disorderly houses and houses of ill-fame;

to regulate and prohibit swimming or bathing in public or exposed places

within said town; to regulate the carrying on of any kind of trade, man—

ufacturing, or business prejudicial to public health, or dangerous to or

constituting an unreasonable annoyance to those living or owning prop

erty in the vicinity; to designate fire limits within which it shall not be

lawful to erect, remove, or repair any building, or any part of, or addi

tion to, any building, unless such building, part, or addition, or the

outer walls or roof thereof, shall be composed of such, incombustible

material as said board of selectmen may prescribe; to regulate and pro

hibit the use of structures and buildings for such manufactures, trades,

and purposes as will, in the opinion of said board, expose any such

structures or buildings, with any other building, to unusual risk of fire;

to regulate or prohibit bonfires; to protect said town from exposure to

fire; to regulate the construction, repair ,wiring, and use of buildings,
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and to limit the height of any building, structure, advertising sign, or

billboard; to regulate or prohibit the storing or piling of lumber or

other building materials in said town, and within the streets, highways,

and walks therein; to regulate or prohibit the bringing in, or carrying

out of, or through, said town, and storing, use, or sale of, any explosives

or combustibles; to provide for safe and convenient egress, in case of

emergency, from any building designed wholly or in part for public

use or for the assembling of persons; to prohibit the use of any building

which may become unsafe by reason of insufficient facilities for egress

or for any other cause; to protect from injury all fire alarms and their

appurtenances and to punish any injury or interference therewith; to

secure the safety of persons passing in or through the highways, streets,

parks, public grounds, and walks by regulating fireworks, shows,

parades and gatherings, processions, and music, the marching of com—

panies and the designation of places for military parades, the speed of

animals, vehicles, and cars, the running at large of animals through or

in any part of said town and the impounding of the same; to provide

for the keeping of streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, and gutters free

from ice, snow, or obstructions of any kind; to regulate or prohibit the

excavation or opening of streets, highways, or public grounds for public

or private purposes, the placing of gas pipes, water pipes, or electric or

other wires in streets or highways, and the location and manner of lay—

ing or erecting the same therein, and the location of any work or thing

therein, whether temporary or permanent, upon or under the surface

thereof, and the removal of buildings on or through the same; to regu—

late or prohibit the playing of games or the exercise of any sport or

amusement; to keep the first day of the week quiet and orderly and free

from undue noise; to protect and preserve trees and other ornaments in

public places; to regulate the trimming or cutting of trees and the

branches or roots thereof growing in or near any of the streets, high

ways, or sidewalks; to regulate the size, shape, finish, and location of

poles which may be erected in any street or highway; to regulate the

placing of signs, banners, or awnings over streets, sidewalks, or public

places, or the use of such streets, sidewalks, and public places for placing

posts, holes, horse troughs, steps, entrances, railings, or racks; to regu

late or prohibit the posting or painting of notices, signs, or advertise

ments on the trees, poles, or elsewhere in or adjacent to streets or high

ways; to regulate the naming of all streets and number of all build

ings and lots thereon; to regulate or prohibit the gathering or assembling

of persons upon the streets or highways, or congregating upon the cor

ners of the streets to the inconvenience or annoyance of public travel

or of the citizens; to regulate or prohibit the ringing of bells, the blow

ing of steam whistles, the discharge of firearms, the crying of goods or

the making of any disturbance or noise; to license, regulate, or prohibit

theatrical performances, circuses, public shows, exhibitions, or perform

ances for reward, public auctions, and the sale of goods, wares, and
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merchandise of every description on the streets, sidewalks, or public

places, and to fix the license fees to be paid for the same; to license and

regulate public drivers, cartmen, and, truckmen, and to designate the

officers who shall issue such licenses; to regulate the keeping open of

stores and shops between sunset and midnight of the first day of the

week; to regulate the licensing and registration of plumbers, not con

flicting with the general statutes and to impose upon the health officer

such powers and duties in connection therewith as may be necessary,

with the power to prescribe rules and regulations for such licensing and

registration; to license milk dealers and regulate the manner of distrib

uting milk, and to prohibit the sale thereof unless in accordance with

such regulations; to regulate the sale and provide for the inspection of

all meats, vegetables, fish, produce, fruits, and foods of all kinds ex

posed for sale, and to prohibit the sale thereof when in such condition

as to endanger the public health; to provide for the inspection of

weights and measures and to prevent the fraudulent use thereof; to pro~

hibit or regulate slaughter houses, pigsties, cow barns, and stables of all

kinds; and to prohibit smoke nuisances; to regulate the use of water from

public or private hydrants upon the streets and sidewalks. Said board

of selectmen are hereby empowered to prescribe in such by-laws and

ordinances such penalties and fines for breach of the same as they may

think proper, not exceeding one hundred dollars for any one offense, or

imprisonment in Litchfield county jail not to exceed thirty days, or both.

SEC. 50. The board of selectmen shall, in every by-law and ordi

nance enacted under the provisions of this act, designate the time when

the same shall become operative, but no by-law or ordinance shall be

come operative until after the same shall have been published three

times in a daily newspaper, or twice in a weekly newspaper, in said

town. Any by-law or ordinance made by the board of selectmen may

be altered, amended, suspended, or repealed by them in the manner in

which by-laws or ordinances are enacted. The form of all by-laws and

ordinances shall be as follows: “Be it ordained by the Board of Select

men of the Town of Winchester, Connecticut.” In enforcing by-laws

or ordinances passed by the board of selectmen in any complaint or

information instituted pursuant to the provisions of this act, it shall

not be necessary to recite at length the by-law or ordinance for the

breach of which such complaint or information is instituted, but it shall

be a sufficient description of the offense. for such complaint or informa

tion to set forth the act complained of and to allege the same to have

been done contrary to the by-laws or ordinances (as the case may bel

of the town of Winchester in such case provided.

SEC. 51. All by-laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of the

borough of Winsted in force on the first Monday of October, 1915, not

inconsistent with the provisions of this act shall be and remain in full

force and effect as the by-laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of

the Winsted District of the town of Winchester, the necessary changes
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to make them applicable being hereby made, until they are altered,

amended, or repealed by the board of selectmen, and all powers, rights,

and duties vested in and imposed upon the officers of said borough by

said by-laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations are hereby vested in

and imposed upon the corresponding officers of the town of Winchester

provided for by the provisions of this act.

SEC. 52. Nothing in this article shall be so construed as to pre

vent the legal voters of the town of Winchester, in legal meeting as

sembled, by ballot, from passing any proper by-law or repealing or

amending any by-law, ordinance, rule, or regulation made by said

board of selectmen, under authority of this act, provided notice of

intention to consider such by-law or such repeal or amendment be in

serted in the warning for such meeting, and the total number of ballots

cast on such question shall be equal to at least ten per centum of the

number of names on the voting list of said town.

ARTICLE XII

SIDEWALKS

SEC. 53. The board -of selectmen shall have the power to extend,

alter, and widen highways in said town for the purpose of locating,

building, altering, and enlarging sidewalks on said highways, and to

take and appropriate such land or property of adjoining proprietors

as they may deem necessary for such purpose. They are empowered

from time to time, as they shall judge proper, by themselves or a com

mittee by them appointed, to designate, alter, fix, and establish the

location, width, course, height, grade, and level of all sidewalks, cross

walks, and curb lines'in and upon the streets and highways of said

town, and to order the owners of lands or buildings fronting upon high

ways or streets to make such walks on their several fronts according

to the location, width, height, and grade designated as aforesaid, also

to curb, flag, and pave the same on such line, in such manner and

place, and with such material as the board of selectmen or committee

shall direct, and to order such owners to provide and erect such rail

ings or guards along the sidewalks in front of their premises as public

safety may require, and to order any such proprietor to repair his

sidewalk, curb, guard, or railing, when such repairs are necessary,

within such time and in such manner as said board or committee may

designate and direct, to designate what streets shall have sidewalks,

either upon one or both sides, and to designate the kind of sidewalks

to be constructed on any such street, to issue orders requiring the build

ing of sidewalks, including the curbing thereof, and the care of the

same, and to pass ordinances requiring the removal therefrom of ice,

snow, rubbish, ash heaps, piles of lumber, and other obstructions and

incumbrances, and compelling the occupants, persons in charge, or
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owners of lands or buildings to remove snow and ice from the side

walks and gutters in front of such lands or buildings, and to keep such

sidewalks safe for public travel.

SEC. 54. Whenever the board of selectmen shall lay out and

order the building of sidewalks, curbing, or railing on any street or

streets, or the repair of sidewalks, curbing, or railing already built,

and any adjoining property owner shall neglect or refuse to build or

repair such sidewalk, curbing, or railing within the time required by

such order, the selectmen may grade and construct such walk or walks,

or may erect such curb or railing, or repair any or all of the same,

as the case may be, and assess the cost of the same, with the necessary

costs of the proceedings, in whole or in part, upon the adjoining pro

perty or the owner thereof, and such assessment shall be a lien upon

such property, to take precedence of all other liens or incumbrances,

tax liens and other town or borough liens prior in date excepted, and

shall remain a lien upon the property in favor of said town until paid,

and the payment thereof may be enforced by said town in a civil action

in the name Of said town, or by foreclosure, or by any other proper

remedy, provided such lien shall not be good for a longer period than

two months after such assessment or lien shall be made, unless a cer

tificatc in writing, made and signed by the first selectman or town

clerk, describing the premises, the amount claimed as a lien, and the

date of the order requiring the sidewalk, curbing, railing, or guard

to be built or repaired, the date of the completion Of the sidewalk, curb—

ing, railing, or guard, or repairs made as aforesaid, and the date of

the assessment thereof, shall be lodged with the town clerk for record,

and all such liens shall bear interest from the date of the filing thereof

at the rate of three-fourths of one per centum per month until paid,

and whenever the claim secured by said lien is paid, with the interest

and costs thereon, one of the officers aforesaid shall sign a certificate

stating that such claim has been paid, and lodge such certificate with

the town clerk for record.

SEC. 55. Any person aggrieved by such assessment or by any

order of the board of selectmen in relation thereto may appeal from

such assessment or order to the superior court for Litchfield county in

manner and form as provided in sections 1956 to 1959, inclusive, of

the general statutes, revision of 1902.

SEC. 56. Whenever the board of selectmen shall require by ordin

ance that the sidewalks shall be cleared of ice and snow, and the

owners or occupants of adjoining property shall fail to clear the same

within the time and in the manner required by such ordinance, then

the superintendent of highways or the selectmen or other proper ofiicer

or authority shall cause such snow or ice to be removed, and the cost

Of such removal shall remain a lien upon the adjoining property, and

take precedence and be collected in the same manner as is provided

herein for liens for neglect to build or repair sidewalks, curbing, rail
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ings, or guards. No cause of action claiming damages for personal

injury occasioned by snow or ice upon any sidewalk shall be main

tained against said town, unless a structural defect in such walk

rendered the same more liable to an accumulation of snow or ice

thereon.

ARTICLE XIII

BUILDING LINES

SEC. 57. The board of selectmen shall have power to designate

and establish a line or lines on land adjoining any highway or street

in the Winsted District of said town, between which line and such

highway or street no building, or part thereof, shall be erected or

maintained, provided such line shall not be more than eighteen feet

from such highway or street; and any person who shall erect, maintain,

or permit to be erected or maintained above the surface of the ground

any building, or part of building, between any line so designated and

established and the highway or street, shall forfeit to said‘town a sum

not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars,

the same to be collected by civil action; and the continuance of any

building, or part of a building, so erected or maintained after said

line shall have been designated and established, between such line and

the highway or street, after notice to remove the same, for each day

of twenty-four hours shall be a separate offense, or the town of Win

chester may restrain the owner thereof by proper civil action from

the continuance of such building, or part ofa building, between said

line so designated and established and the highway or street.

SEC. 58._ Whenever a building line is designated and established

under the provisions of this article, the board of selectmen shall cause

at least ten days’ notice in writing to be given in the manner herein

after provided to the owner or owners, mortgagees, and lienees of the

land upon which it has been so designated and established, and to the

owner or owners, mortgagees, or lienees of land that may be specially

benefited thereby, of the time when and place where they will meet

to assess the damages and the benefits caused thereby, at which meeting

any person interested may appear and be heard with his witnesses in

relation to said assessment; whereupon said board shall assess such

damages and benefits and cause a report of such assessment, with a

description of said building line, to be filed with the town clerk of

said town of Winchester for record, and thereupon said building line

shall be legally designated and established, provided, if the damages

assessed to any person exceed the benefits assessed against him, said

line shall not be legally designated and established until such excess

is paid to him, or deposited with the treasurer of said town of Win

chester for his benefit and subject to his order. '

SEO. 59. Any benefits accruing to any person, as shown by said

assessment, shall be a lien in favor of the town of Winchester on the
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property benefited, commencing from the date of such assessment, and

shall remain a lien thereon in favor of said town until payment thereof,

and may be enforced by a civil action in the name of said town, or

by foreclosure, or by any other proper remedy, provided such lien

shall not be good for a longer period than three months after such

assessment shall be made, unless a certificate in writing, signed by

the first selectman or town clerk, describing the premises, the amount

claimed as a lien, and the date of said assessment, shall be lodged with

the town clerk for record. All such liens shall bear interest from the

date of filing thereof at the rate of three-fourths of one per centum

per month until paid, and whenever the claim secured by said lien is

paid, with the interest and costs thereon, one of the oflicers aforesaid

shall sign a certificate stating that said claim has been paid, and lodge

such certificate with the town clerk for record. Said lien shall take

precedence of all other liens and incumbrances, tax liens and other

town or borough liens prior in date excepted. Written notice of the

amount of any assessment so made shall be given in the manner here

inafter provided to all persons who are mentioned in said assessment

as having been benefited or damaged.

SEC. 60. Any person aggrieved by said designation and establish

ment of a building line or by said assessment may appeal to the

superior court for Litchfield county in manner and form as provided

in sections 1956 to 1959, inclusive, of the general statutes, revision

of 1902.

- ARTICLE XIV

CONDEBINATION PROCEEDINGS

SEC. 61. If the board of selectmen and any person interested

in the extending, altering, or widening of any highway for the purpose

of locating, building, altering, or enlarging any sidewalk thereon,

whereby the land and building, or any part thereof, or either thereof,

of an adjoining proprietor is to be taken for such purpose, cannot agree

as to the damages sustained by, or the benefits accruing to, such per

son thereby, said board of selectmen may apply by petition to a judge

of the superior court, who, having caused reasonable notice to be given

to the parties interested, shall appoint three disinterested men to esti

mate and assess to each person injured or benefited the damages sus

tained by, or the benefits accruing to, such person by such extension,

alteration, or widening 'of said highway, and the taking of his land

for such purpose; and such committee, having thereupon given at

least three days’ notice to the owner or owners of the land and to all

persons having any interest therein, including mortgagees and lienees,

personally, or by leaving written notices at their respective places of

abode, if residents of this state, or, if nonresidents, by like notice to

the person having charge of the land, and, in case of estates of deceased

persons in process of settlement, notice to the administrator or executor
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having charge thereof shall be deemed to be notite to the owner, of the

time and place of their meeting, shall under oath make such estimate

and assessment and report their doings to the judge appointing them

or to the superior court for Litchfield county, if the same is then

actually in session, which report, when accepted by such judge or

said superior court, shall be final and conclusive upon all parties

interested; which report and the decree accepting the same shall be

delivered to the clerk of said superior court and by him recorded upon

the records of said court and kept on file in the registry thereof; and

on payment by said town of the amount of damages less benefits that

said committee shall find that the adjoining proprietor has sustained,

the title to the land for such purpose shall be vested in said town, but

said land shall not be taken until such damages shall be paid to said

owner or deposited with the clerk of said superior court for the use

of said owner, which shall be done within thirty days after said re

port shall be accepted, unless an appeal shall be taken to the supreme

court of errors, and in that event, within thirty days after notice from

the clerk of the superior court of the decision of said supreme court. If

said committee shall report that the benefits to the adjoining proprietor

or owner of the land are greater than the damages, and the report

shall be accepted, the acceptance thereof shall have the effect of a

judgment, and execution may issue thereon accordingly in favor of

said town and against the person or persons to whom benefits have

been assessed, for the amount of such benefits in excess of the dam

ages reported by said committee.

SEC. 62. Any person interested in such estimate or assessment

may appear before said judge or court, as the case may be, and re

monstrate against the acceptance of said report for any irregularity

or improper conduct.

SEC. 63. Each party to such proceedings shall pay his or its

own costs, and shall recover no costs from the other party or parties un

less an appeal shall be taken to the supreme court of errors from the de

cision or rulings upon any rcmonstrance; then the prevailing party

shall recover the taxable costs in said supreme court. Said town shall

pay the committee a reasonable compensation for their services, to be

taxed by said judge or superior court, as the case may be.

ARTICLE XV

WINSTED WATER WORKS

SEC. 64. All rights, powers, and franchises granted by and ac

quired under the provisions of an act authorizing the borough of

Winsted to construct water works, approved June 23, 1860, and acts

amendatory thereof and in force on the date this act takes effect are

hereby vested in said town of “finchester, and the board of selectmen

of said town shall have all the rights, powers, and duties that were
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vested in, and imposed upon, the water commissioners by the original

provisions of said act, and subsequently upon the warden and burgesses

of the borough of Winsted; and all the provisions of said act and sub

sequent acts and amendments pertaining to the Winsted Water Works

in force on the date this act takes effect and not inconsistent herewith,

are continued in force and made a part hereof._

SEC. 65. The Winsted Water Works shall be under the care

and management of the superintendent of public works, subject to

the direction of the board of selectmen, which board shall have exclu

sive control and direction of said water works, and of the laying, re

pairing, cleaning, and general care of the pipes, aqueducts, reservoirs,

dams, hydrants, water tanks, and fountains, and all things connected

therewith, and the establishing of the water rents, or scales of prices

or terms upon which water shall be furnished, and the changing and

revising thereof, and the regulation of the time of payment, which

prices or rents, when so established, shall not be reduced below a fair

and reasonable compensation for the use of said water, and said board

of selectmen may require additional rents for the use of water whenever

extra quantities shall be used exceeding the quantity estimated for the

same class of buildings, establishments, or trades in the scale of prices

by it adopted, and it shall make no contract for the use of water for

a longer period than one year. Said board shall keep a register of all

persons who use the water, and of the prices by them payable therefor.

which shall, at all reasonable times, be open to the inspection of the

inhabitants of said town, and shall make out, or cause to be made out,

all bills for water rents, and hand them over to the collector for the

purposes of collection. Said board shall have power to make such rules

and regulations,.and may amend and alter the same, concerning the

use and taking of water, and the repairs or replacing of the service

pipe leading from the water main to the sidewalk. The present by

laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of the Winsted Water Works,

and the scales of prices for the use of the water, shall remain in full

force and effect until amended or changed by said board of selectmen.

SEC. 66. All income arising from the operation of said water

works, less the salary of the superintendent of public works, and

less the expenses of operation, administration, maintaining, altering,

and enlarging said water works, shall be applied, first, in payment

of the interest on the debts and obligations of the borough of Winsted

existing on the first Monday of October, 1915, and second, in payment

of the principal of said debts and obligations and the expenses of the

Winsted District of the town of 'Winehestcr as enumerated in section

six of this act, and said board of selectmen are authorized to establish

a sinking fund from said net income to be used in payment of said

principal when the same shall become due and payable. When all of

said interest, debts, and obligations of said borough are fully paid

and discharged, said income shall thereafter be applied towards the
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payment of they special expenses of the Winsted District of the town

of Winchester as enumerated in section six of this act.

SEC. 67. If any person shall maliciously or wilfully divert or

corrupt any water collected or conducted in or to any reservoir, cistern,

hydrant, conductor, engine, pipe, or any portion of said water works,

or destroy or injure any work, machinery, materials, or property

erected, constructed, used or designed to be used in connection with

said water works for the purpose of procuring or keeping a supply of

water, he shall forfeit and pay to said town of Winchester treble dam

ages in any proper action brought by said town; and such person

may also be prosecuted criminally for such offense before any justice

of the peace or court having jurisdiction, and on conviction thereof

shall be fined not exceeding two hundred dollars, or imprisoned not

exceeding six months, or both.

SEC. 68. Any claim of said town for the use of water shall be

and remain a lien until paid on the house, tenement, or land within

or in connection with which said water was used by the owner or

occupant thereof, and all such liens shall take precedence and priority

of all other liens and incumbrances on the property whereon the same

is imposed except other tax liens and liens of said town or borough

prior in date, and any such lien may be foreclosed in the same manner

as if it were a mortgage on said property in favor of said town to

secure the amount of such lien, provided no such lien shall continue

to exist longer than-three months after the water rent shall become

payable unless, within that period, a certificate signed by the first

selectman or town clerk, describing the property upon which the lien

exists, and amount claimed by said town as a lien thereon, shall be

lodged with the town clerk for record, and all such liens shall bear in

terest from' the expiration of three months after the date when the

claim secured thereby shall become due at the rate of three-fourths of

one per centum per month until the same shall be fully paid, and

whenever the claim secured by said lien is paid, with interest and costs

thereon, one of the officers aforesaid shall sign a certificate stating that

said claim has been paid, and lodge such certificate with the town clerk

for record. Any claim for the sale of water may be collected in a

civil action as for goods sold and delivered.

SEC. 69. The board of selectmen may withhold water from any

taker thereof upon the failure of such person to pay the water rent

when due, or to comply with the public rules or regulations or by-laws

pertainingto the Winstcd water works.

ARTICLE XVI

SEWER DISTRICT

SEC, 70. All that territory lying within the limits of said Win

stcd District of said town of Winchester shall constitute a sewer dis
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trict. Whenever at a meeting of the legal voters residing within said

Winsted District, duly warned for such purpose by the selectmen of

said town in the manner provided by law for the warning of town

meetings, said meeting shall vote to lay out, construct, repair, maintain,

and operate a system or systems of sewers and drains within said

district, pursuant to the provisions of this act, the provisions of this arti

cle shall become operative, and the board of selectmen are authorized to

lay out, construct, repair, maintain, and operate such system or systems,

and to construct, repair, maintain, and operate a sewage disposal plant in

connection therewith, which plant may be located either within or beyond

the limits of said district, or at such suitable or convenient place within

the limits of the town of Winchester as may be designated and ordered by

said board of selectmen, and said board may extend said sewer system,

and outlet or outlets thereof, to such disposal plant, may construct, re—

pair, maintain, and operate said sewers, drains, and sewer system in,

through, over, upon, along, and under the streets, highways, rivers, water

courses, and public and private lands, and under the right of way or

rights of way of any steam, electric, or other railroad or railway, and

under or over any gas or water pipes or mains in said town or district;

and for the purpose of utilizing land or estate acquired or to be acquired

for any of said purposes, said board of selectmen may take, by purchase

or otherwise, any land in fee and rights to, or easements in, lands or

water courses or ways within the limits of said town.

SEC. 71. There shall be a board of sewer commissioners con

sisting of not less than two nor more than seven members, who shall

be electors residing in said Winsted District, and who shall be ap

pointed by the board of selectmen, none of whom shall hold the office

of selectman of the town of Winchester while serving as such com

missioner. Each of said commissioners shall be appointed to hold

office for a period of one year from the date of his appointment. In

case any vacancy occurs in the office of sewer commissioner the board

of selectmen shall make a new appointment to fill the portion of the

unexpired term of said commissioner.

SEC. 72. Said board of sewer commissioners shall have, subject

to the restrictions and limitations provided in this act, and the by-laws,

rules, and regulations provided by the board of selectmen, authority

over and supervision of the layout and construction of sewers, and

sewer system or systems and sewage disposal plant connected therewith,

contracted for by said board of selectmen for the use of said district

under the provisions of this act. Said sewer commissioners shall have

authority over all connections made with any drain, sewer, or sewer

system in use prior to the date when this article becomes operative as

above provided. Said commissioners may, themselves and by their

agents, enter into or upon any property or estate connected in any way

with public sewers or lands to investigate and examine such connections

and the use thereof, and shall have authority to order the discontinuance
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of any sewer, drain, or sewer connection, and to do any other act in

connection with existing sewers and drains necessary in the course of

constructing such sewer system or plant for the disposal of sewage in

connection therewith, and said commissioners shall have, and may

exercise, during the period when any sewer or system of sewers is in

course of construction, any additional powers not inconsistent with the

provisions of this act, or of the general statutes which may be conferred

upon them by the board of selectmen, or which may be incident to

the performance of their duties in constructing sewers. Said commis

sioners shall keep a record of their proceedings and shall make a re

port of their doings to said board of selectmen annually or oftener

if requested by said board of selectmen, and shall report such special

matters or information pertaining to their duties as may be requested

from time to time by the board of selectmen. The board of selectmen

and the treasurer of the town shall keep separate accounts of all mat

ters connected with said sewer system or systems, and shall submit a

detailed report of the same, including all expenses incurred by the

sewer commissioners, and such additional matters as may be of public

interest, to the annual town meeting. Said board of sewer commis

sioners shall not have authority to incur any expense exceeding five hun

dred dollars in any one year until the same shall have been approved

and authorized by the board of selectmen.

SEC. 73. Said board of sewer commissioners is hereby authorized

to prepare or cause to be prepared a feasible plan or plans for the sew

erage of said district by the construction of drains and sewers and a sew

age disposal plant; to employ engineers and surveyors 'with reference

thereto, and to estimate the probable cost thereof, and to report such

plan .or estimate of expense to the board of selectmen who may approve

or reject the same. Whenever any such plan shall be approved by said

board of selectmen, said board of sewer commissioners are empowered

to carry into effect and execute the same, or such part or parts thereof

as may be, from time to time, authorized or ordered by the board of

selectmen. For that purpose said commissioners may purchase for,

and hold on behalf of, said sewer district, any land, water course,

estate, right, easement, privilege, or franchise necessary or desirable

for the construction of said drains, sewers, or sewage disposal plant;

and may procure options for the same as they may deem advisable. Said

commissioners are hereby empowered to enter upon any land for the

purpose of making surveys, and to negotiate and agree with the owner

or owners of any estate, property, right, easement, privilege, or fran

chise which may be acquired for the purpose of such sewer, sewer sys

tem, or sewage disposal plant, as to the amount of compensation to be

paid to such owner or owners for the same, or for damages thereto on

account of such Work, and any such agreement so made, having been

ratified by the board of selectmen, and the sums agreed upon as dam

ages having bcen paid to the parties entitled thereto, said commissioners

3Q
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may proceed to the completion of said improvement and may do such

acts as are necessary for that purpose; but if said board of sewer com

missioners shall be unable to agree with any party in interest as to

the damages aforesaid, or if such agreement fails to be ratified by the

board of selectmen, said board of selectmen may acquire such estate,

property, right, easement, privilege, or franchise for and in behalf of

said district in the manner provided in article XIII hereof, except

that any damages shall be paid by said district, and any property ac

quired or benefits assessed shall belong to said district.

SEC. 74. The total expense incurred under the provisions of this

article, or in connection with the construction of such drains, sewers,

sewer system or systems, and disposal plant, including all land dam

ages, shall be in the first instance paid by said Winsted District from

the proceeds of bonds issued as hereinafter provided, and one-third of

said total expense shall be paid from time to time by the proceeds of

taxation on the inhabitants and taxable property within said district.

The remaining two-thirds of such expense shall be assessed and col

lected in such manner and by such method as may be determined by

said sewer commissioners as justice and equity may require, which

method may include any one or a combination of any two or all of the

following: (1) By an assessment on the lands and estate situated within

the territory benefited thereby, upon a rate proportionate to the bene

fits derived, based upon the area of lots or upon the valuation of pro

perty; 0r (2) by an assessment on all property (excepting property

used exclusively for railroad tracks or property covered by water)

abutting upon all streets and highways through which a sewer is con

structed capable of receiving the sewage drainage from such property,

based upon a uniform assessment per lineal front foot, provided, in

case of a corner lot or a lot belonging to the same owner and abutting

upon more than one sewered street, the same lot shall not be assessed

upon its total frontage on both of such streets, but shall be exempt

therefrom upon its frontage on one of such streets to an amount not

exceeding sixty feet, and provided, in the case of property located on

an angle or curve in any such street, the total front foot measurement

shall be estimated proportionately to the area of such property for a

depth of sixty feet from the street; or (3) by a fixed charge for con

nection with said sewer system and an annual seWer rental for all

connections made with said system based upon a standard rate or

charge approved by the board of selectmen. Before any assessment is

made as above provided the sewer commissioners shall cause at least

ten days’ notice in writing to be given in the manner hereinafter pro

vided to the owner or owners of the land proposed to be assessed, of

the time and place where they will meet to make such assessment, at

which meeting any person interested may appear and be heard with his

witnesses in relation to said assessment. Any person aggrieved by such

assessment may appeal to the superior court for Litchfield county in
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the manner provided in sections 1956 to 1959, inclusive, of the gen

eral statutes, revision of 1902. All sums so assessed shall constitute a

lien upon the property upon, or on account of which, the assessment

is made until fully paid in accordance with the provisions hereof; and

such assessment shall be due and payable within three months from

the date of receipt of written notice thereof by the person by whom

the same is payable; provided said board of sewer commissioners shall,

on the written request of any such person, made within said period

of three months, apportion such assessment or charge into such num

ber of equal annual parts or installments, not eizceeding ten, as such

person shall designate in such request. Interest from the date of such

apportionment, at the rate of five per centum per annum, shall be added

to each of such assessments or charges until they are paid. Nothing

herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent the payment in >

full, at any time, in one payment, notwithstanding its prior apportion

ment, of any balance of any assessment or charge then remaining un—

paid, but interest on such balance, at the rate of five per centum per

annum, shall be paid to the date of such payment.

SEO. 75. The lien provided for in section seventy-four shall not

continue longer than ninety days after such assessment shall become

finally due and payable, unless, within that period, a certificate signed

by said board of sewer commissioners, or a majority of them, describ

ing the property and stating the amount claimed as a lien thereon, shall

be lodged with the town clerk of said town of Winchester for record,

which lien shall take precedence of all other liens and incumbrances,

liens prior in date of the town of Winchester or borough of Winsted

excepted, and may be discharged by a certificate signed and lodged for

record in the same manner.

SEC. 76. Said board of sewer commissioners may, with the ap

proval of the board of selectmen, connect any existing sewer or drain

constructed in any street or highway in said Winsted District or in

or through any private property therein before this article becomes

operative as hereinbefore provided, with any sewer, drain, or sewer

system constructed or maintained under the provisions of this article,

or permit the same to be so connected by the owner or owners of such

sewer or drain, on such terms as to the compensation to be paid to

said district for such connection, or subject to such assessment of bene

fits accruing for such connection to the owner or owners of such drain

or- sewer on the lands or buildings connected with or benefited thereby,

as may be agreed upon with said owner or owners or prescribed by

said sewer commissioners, after notice to said owner or owners and

hearing thereon, subject to the approval of the board of selectmen; and

any assessment or charge so prescribed shall be subject to the right of

appeal provided for in section seventy-four hereof. Said sewer com

missioners shall make or permit such connection only with such sewers

or drains as are so laid out, constructed, and used as, in the judgment
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of said commissioners, to conform to the requirements of the public

health and the efficient operation of said sewer system and sewage

disposal plant; and any such sewer or drain laid in any public street 01'

highway shall, upon and after such connection, be Subject to all the

by-laws, rules, and regulations governing said system or systems of

sewers, and for such purpose, shall be considered a part of such sewer

system.

SEC. 77. Said board of selectmen shall have power to provide

such by-laws, rules, and regulations as seem to them fit and proper for

the government of said' system or systems of sewers not inconsistent with

any of the provisions of this article, and to fix and establish rates and

rentals for connections with said system or systems.

SEC. 78. The board of selectmen, whenever, in their opinion, pub

lic' necessity or health may require, shall have the power to condemn

and order discontinued any such sewer or drain laid and constructed

before this article becomes operative as hereinbefore provided, as, in

their judgment, because of the‘manner of construction or the condi

tion or- use thereof, 'shall constitute a menace to public health, or

shall endanger the proper operation of any drain or sewer laid under

the provisions of this article, or to order any owner of property abutting

on any street or highway wherein a public sewer shall have been laid

to'make suitable and proper connection therewith within a specified

time, and, on failure to comply with such order may cause the same

to be done, and collect the expense thereof from such owner, and such

expense-shall become a lien upon such property until paid, to be con

tinued by certificate of said board of selectmen filed with the town

clerk for record. ‘

SEC. 79. No person shall so construct any drain or sewer of any

kind 'upon or from any premises in said Winsted District, or permit

any such drain to be used, as to flow water or other matter on the

surface of any street or highway, or into any stream, within the limits

of said district, or so use or permit to be used on his land any drain

now existing within'said district, without in each of said cases the

permission of the board of selectmen; and every person who shall con

struct, use, or cause to be used any drain or sewer contrary to the

provisions of this section, shall forfeit to said town of Winchester and

pay to the treasurer thereof, the sum of fifty dollars for each such

violation, and may be prosecuted criminally for such violation and

fined not more than seven dollars for each offense; and every person

who shall, on premises under his control, permit any such drain or

sewer to be used contrary to the provisions of this section shall forfeit

to said town and, pay to the treasurer thereof the sum of two dollars

for each day that such drain or sewer is used or permitted to be used

as aforesaid, or may be prosecuted criminally for such violation and

fined not more than seven dollars for each day of such violation; but
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no person shall be sued in a civil action and prosecuted criminally for

the same offense. This section shall become operative on the first Mon

day of October, 1915.

SEC. 80. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of every kind

incurred under the provisions of this article, the board of selectmen are

hereby authorized to issue bonds, notes, or certificates of debt to be

denominated 0n the face thereof the Sewer Bonds of the Winsted Dis

trict of the Town of Winchester, Conn, to an amount not exceeding,

in the aggregate, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars. Said

bonds shall be of such denomination, and shall bear interest at such rate,

not exceeding five per centum per annum, and the principal thereof

shall be payable at such certain time or- times, within thirty years

from the date thereof, as shall be determined by the board of selectmen.

Said notes, bonds, or certificates of debt shall be signed by the first

selectman and countersigned by the town treasurer, and the form thereof

and the time and place of paying said interest and principal shall

be, subject to the foregoing limitation, as prescribed by said board of

selectmen. Said board of selecinen may, from time to time, sell such

securities, or any part thereof, at public or private sale, provided they

shall not be sold at less than par; and said notes, bonds or certificates

of debt, when signed, countersigned, and issued as aforesaid, shall be

obligatory and a charge upon the inhabitants and property within said

Winsted District according to the tenor and purport of the same. The

proceeds thereof shall be used only for the purposes designated in this

section. - .

ARTICLE XVII

norrcns

SEC. 81. Notices given and' orders made under the provisions of

this act, unless otherwise specified herein, may be served upon the

owner of the land, building, or property to which they relate, if he

is a resident of the town of Winchester, by any selectman, policeman,

constable of said town, or any indifferent person, reading such notice

or order in his hearing, or leaving a true and attested copy thereof

with him or at his usual place of abode, and, if such owner is not a

resident of said town of Winchester, by any such selectman, policeman,

constable, or indifferent person“ depositing in the postoffice, postage

paid and duly registered, a like true and attestedcopy addressed to

him at his last known place of residence, and in case of estates of

deceased persons in process of settlement, notice served as aforesaid upon

the executor or administrator having charge thereof shall be notice to

the owner. If such owner is unknown or cannot be found such notice

or order may be served by publication at least twice in some newspaper

published in said town of Winchester.
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ARTICLE XVIII

EXTENDING JURISDICTION OF TOWN counr

SEC. 82. The town court of Winchester established by an act

approved May 10, 1899, shall have jurisdiction, in addition to the

jurisdiction granted by said act, of all breaches and violations of the

provisions of this act and of all by-laws and ordinances made under

and pursuant thereto, and of all by-laws, ordinances, rules, and regu

lations of said town of Winchester and of the Winsted District of

said town; when such breaches and violations occur within said town,

punishable by a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, or

by imprisonment in a common jail or workhouse for a term not ex

ceeding six months, or both; and also for the recovery of all fines,

penalties, and forfeitures for the violation of any of the by-laws, or

dinances, rules, and regulations of said town and of the Winsted Dis—

trict of said town, and for the recovery of all fines, penalties, and

forfeitures for the violation of any of the provisions of this act, wherein

the fine, penalty, or forfeiture does not exceed in amount the sum of

two hundred and fifty dollars, or imprisonment in a common jail or

workhouse for a term not exceeding six months, or both.

ARTICLE XIX

REPEAL AND TIME FOR TAKING EFFECT

SEC. 83. The charter of the borough of Winsted approved March

17, 1897, and all amendments thereto, are hereby repealed, but this

act shall not repeal the provisions of-the act authorizing the borough

of Winsted to construct water works, approved June 23, 1860, and acts

amendatory thereof and in force on the date this act takes effect and

not inconsistent herewith, as provided in section sixty-four hereof.

SEC. 84. Nothing in this act shall impair any rights, privileges,

or immunities vested in any person or body corporate by virtue of a

contract made by or with the borough of Winsted, or any notes, bonds,

or certificates of debt heretofore issued by said borough, or any debts

or obligations due from said borough.

SEC. 85. This act shall take effect on the first Monday of Ce

tober, 1915, except that the following shall take effect on its approval:

So much thereof as provides for the nomination of candidates for

town offices by petition, and that the first selectman shall be ex officio

chairman of the board of finance, and so much thereof as directs the

selectmen of the town of Winchester and the warden and burgesses

of the borough of Winsted to appoint a board of finance and directs

said board of finance to hold meetings and prepare a statement and

estimate of expenditures and a recommendation of a rate of taxation

for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 1915.

Approved, May 20, 1915.


