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. , 'Leasd Pipes. T

. Epiror:_Anarticle appeated in youirlopal
~jgmns of Saturday, condemning ‘in_ strong
ternis the use of lead pipes in connection with
the introduation of water from the aqueduct,
That the prejudice-eXisting against the. use of
tead for service pipes is entirely unfounded has
ieen demonstrated very cléarly of late years.
In the city of Boston; after examining the sub-
jeet thoroughly and gub{;gctmg it to & chemical
analysis, the engineers In charge of the works;
and the board of water commissioners for that
city in their report for 1853, make the follow-
g statement : :

«The service-pipes are connected with the
gistributing-pipes, and are carvied through the

witer walls of the buildings at the expense of |

the city, provided the distance from the line of

ihe street is not more than thirty feet. "They |

are almost all of lead, and generally five-eighths
of an inch in diameter. There are some, how-

ever, of iron, of one and a half or twoinches|;
in diameter, which were laid in compliance|
with the wishes ofindividuals. The~objeclions|
to that metal (iron) arising from their filling up |
~ith aecrelions, discoloring the waler with rust, |-

cnel being easily fractured,have been found quile
wrigus.  SSome objection, also, was made to the
employment of lead for this purpose, on the
apposition that it might communicate.a delete-
aons influence lo the icaler. Thé subject was
«ubmitted to the consideration of the consult-
ing physicians, and investigated with great
care by Prof. Horsford, of Harvard College, and
the result at which they arrived seems lo be suf-
iviently decisive to relieve the anxiely which had
‘wen erpressed. The whole number of service-
pipes laid to January, 1852, is 16,049, ¢f which
13,319 are of lead.”’ . B
This report but confirms the experience and.
reports of engineers and all reports throughout
1he principal cities ot the Union. In but oneor
two inconsiderable towns is any other deserip-
tion of pipes used; and the statisti¢s of the va-
rioua witer companies throughout the United
States show that nipe-tenths of the watér

supplied to their gonsumers is through'ledd|.

service pipes, None. othér.is so durable,

none other suited-so well to the purpose.; and |

the ill.groinded prejudice against the ise-of
this article is fast being rooted out by theé prac-
tical experience of donsumers.  PRACTICAL:

In reference to the "above remarks; e will
state that the report quotad from covers only
somuch ground as relates to the watef brought
into the city.of Boston from ‘the Cochituate
pond—water which has never -been-discovered
to contain @ particle of limte. It is a Wwell:settled

fact, that water strongly impregnated with lime |.

corrodes the lead to a very considerable degree;
and it is equally well-knowrt that the Potomac,
from whence our supply is to be derived, trav:
erses a limestone region before being so distri-
buted. The force with which we are-given to
understand this water will flow, must necessa.
rily detach and convey the corroded particles
to our tables and kitchens. )

A conlinuwous flow of water through leaden
pipes diffuses the detached or corroded parti-
cles through a groeater mass of fluid, and is con-
sequently less dangerous;- but if the water be
shut oft, or the pipes become dry, the flrst flow
thereatter should be avoided as so much strych-
nine, tor its effects are frequently as fatal.

It leaden pipos must be used, they. should at

teast be lined or plated with some non-corroding |
metal, such as block-tii ; but we are convinced |

that it would be better to dispose with thém
altogether and substitute iron in their stead.
The foreé with which water will flow through
them will in a great measure obviate or remove
the incrustations, and the addition of a few feet
of the same metal to the long iron'mains capnot
add much to the discoloration, s .

0Of the deleterious effects of imbibing lead
into the human system, the puplic need not be

tld. The painter’s, or lead cholic, isa disease |-
tr be dresded by all who have experienced it, I
or have witnessed sufferers writhing days and |,

nights, without sleep or cessation, under its tor-

turing agonies. There are many friends of the |
writer who will recollect.an occasion where |

many of the gmployees of a large establishment
were attacked with this disease from imbibing
water brought into it by leaden pipes; nor was
the cause of their sickness discovered until it
iiad nearly proved fatal to some of them. Those
enly escaped who did not drink the water.

We are assured by respectable physicians
and chemists; that water flowing through lead
pipes cannot be otherwise than injurious to the
human system, although some constitutions
are mora easily affected by it than others.
The latter may use it for years, and attribute
the pains they suffer in the lower limbs, where
its etfects are generally first developed, to
rheumatism or gout; while in the former it pro-
duces, in addition to these-indications, constir-
pativn of the most stubborn kind, frequently
baflling the skill of physicians, and operation of
wedicine, ' :

This subject is of high impertance to our citi-
zens, and should be referred to a commission
of physiciang and practical chemists, before
the practice of attaching leaden pipes becomes
general; and we sincerely hope that the Coun-
¢ils will take the subject into consideration as

dgreat sanitary measure.



