Lead-Encased Tin Water-Pipes.

The frequency of cases of poisoniug, caured
by the action of water on the lead-piprs
through which it flows, hasinduced the Lisiag
of such pipes with tin, which is supposed to
give erfwtf«rl»cnon. KHut Dr. Nichols, of
‘the Hoston Journaiof Chemistry, maintains
that tLe danger 1n increased by the atiempted
remedy. Hesuys: .

We lake'the {iound, in regard to thia pipe,
that instead of fts being safer, it may, under
certain circamsiancas very lixble to occur, be-
COME mu h more dangerons than that constractad
entirely of lend, ¢ » « If we place lead
and tin in juxtaposition, with access of water,
one or both ot the metals will suffer from rapud
corrosion. In laboratory experimentz, we
bave foond the tin, under certain conditions,
to suffer most, but invariably the lead decomn-
| position was greatly augmented by the associa-
tion. The impression prevails, to aconsidera.

ble extent, that pure tin pipe is practically fa.

destructible when ’lPh“d in the ground tor
ronv‘eyinf water, This is certainly an error.

We have? bad a section of tin pipe in our
possession wbhich was corroded threugh and
through, and yet it had been in use but six
months. l.eadis not so readily acted upou as
tin, under tho ordinary conditions ot exposure
to whicn service pipes are subjected. The
safety fn the vee of tin pipes does not consgistin
any peculisr exemption from corrostve action,
butin the harmicssness of the resultant oxtdes
or carbenates. 1f tin was dndescructidle {n.
contact with moving water, and the coating

placed upon the interior of lead pipes abi-

intely jeviect at all points, it would certainly be

A mo~t desirable invention. A family using

water flowing through a tin lined lead pipe

from & wel), or from the main of a city or town

aqueduct; is exempt from danger so lonyg as'the
Jirg remaing perfecf,. But af, from detective
soldering, or criacks, or breaks n the limug, ot
from corresive action, water coutact is made
with the lend, then alas tor the tamily! Eloc-
trical currents commence to How between tha
metals; dismtegration goes on rapidly, sod lead
poigsoning is ahmost certain to result. A lead
pipe. under there circumstances, would be
much safer, ' .




