THE PIRESIDE OF THE FUTURE.

Bkeptical young gentlemon and gentlewomen
of the mature age of half a-dozen years or 20
are apt to ask troublésome guestions How-a-days
with regard to the advent of Santa Claus. The
ztory of his descent through the chimuey was
well enough in the old days when chimpeys
‘were provided with throats big enough for suca
& purposo; but'whatever degres of compression
the Christmas Saint msy bs personally capable'|
of, the scientifically icclined intellests of our
modern Httle folk refass to belleve that such
bodily “ materializations ” os hobby-horses, sleds
[‘aBiotber Christmas gifts can bs forced down
the flus of a grate or through the register of a
fireplace beater.

The tact is that wo have retained the legend of
the chimney after it has “‘outlived its wusefal"
nees,” and there 15 some reason to bellove also
that we have kept the chimney as well a3 its
legend somewbat longer than need be It
appears probsble that, in clty hoases at least,
chimneys will soon come to bs considered o
mistake and an anachronism. We have already.
reduced them to their smallest possible sizs, have
ehornthem of pretty nearly all their distioguish-
ing characteristics, and we retain them at all
rather bacause of their traditional than of their
actual neceszity, WWhy might thoy not be dis-
pensed with altogether, as candlesticks and
epuffers have been? A fire of any sort on a
Learth, bowever small, is an excellent thing
doubtices, and & cheerful ons certalnly, but at
the present price of coal and kindling very few
of us, comparatively, can afford anythiog of the
sort. Ablack
through an unseemly hols in the floor, and even
this entalls upon us an expense which not many
of us can meet without {nconvenlence. I€a
cheapar mods of warminghoneas caa bs devissd
there I literally nothing to prevent its adoption.
Thereis nothing at all lovely about a farnace
No traditions cluster around the register. No
memories of 8 happy childhood are'borne upin
the blasts of hot and unwholesome air eent up
from the cellar. No Lares and Penates stand
guard over the hole in the wall or floor through
which wa receive our supplies of artificial heat.
Tke furnace is tolerated as o necessity, not cher-
ished as a friend or a companion. We see 0o
plctures in its face, and hold no mate converae
withit. Weshutit up withous regret the m>-
ment the room is warm enough, and any other
contrivance which shall do its work as well at
smaller cost may take its place withoat 4 strug-
isle with eentiment.

It is a little curious, too, that & better and
cheaper contrivance has not long azo banished
the furnace to the limbo of things obsolete ; fo~
wo have & better contrivance at hand in the
steam pipe and rediator in use in all inns and
large buildinge, That it furnishes beat at smaller
cost and with less danger elther of flre or of
carbonic actd ' polsoning Is well enough
koown, aud the only reason that it
| bas pot taken the place of the dan-
| gerous, dirty, unwholesome and expansive fur-

raceisthat we Americans are a peculiar people,

littlo given to co-operation In anytbing whick
, touches our domestic economy. A seam
Reverating  apparatus with its attendant
eogincer s too expeasive a thing for
one  houweholder to maintatn, and bouse
helders, in this couutry at least, are not mach
in the babit of working together; else it would
torg ego have become the custom of the savaral
«woers f housas in a block to combine and joiatly
Ytear the expenso of heatinz all the houses from
a single boiler placed somowhere under the sido
walk. This wonkl save expense to each, while
each would get & better supply of heat, with no
"ust, no trouble, and no risk of fire. Bteam ra
iators are more seemly in a parlor, as well as
wich more convenient, than any reglater can ba,
! and If they should once become common in pri
| vate houses there is no reason why good tasts in

their construction might not make them posi
| tively pretty. Any block of bulldings might b+
| beated as easily a3 are the great inns and other
] large buildings, if the several owaers wou'd

only join hands; but if they will not there
is place and profit for & steam heating com-
pany in New York. A company organized o
the gas companies are, with boller houses and
stenm mains properly jocketed, could furnish
heat to houses af a much smallor cost than any
householder can mae it for himself, and sush a
company would not long lack business. The in
surance assoctations would lend it powerfal aid
by their influenca, and overy physician would
become a personal advocate of its cauzo.




