TER COMING AGK OF STRAM.

16 has been somewhat more than a year since
the EVENING PosT first suggested the propriety
of beatirg towns and cities by steam, the steam
to bo farnished to householders by a company,
precizely as gas {s already farnished. When we
made this suggestion and pointed out the deaira-
bility of its adoption we had littls doubt that in
daoe time zome coinpany would act upon {t, bat
we bad litgle reason to expect that practical
measures would follow as speedily as they have
done.

The company which i3 about to undertake the
work of eupplylng heat to the hoases, churches,
factorleg, shops and offices of Lookport, N. Y., has
adopred preoissly the plan which the EVENING
PosT suggested, and the men who are engaged In.
thae enterprize have go little doubs of their success
that they will begin by building an-adequate set
of works ot considerable cost. There i3 really
no problem to be solved in the matter, no
experiment to be made, The problems
were long sgo wrought out in the heat-
iog of large public bofldings, ions and
factories by steam, and the mew application
of the principle differs from the old only in ways
which favor Its success. One set of workmen s
required for each battery of bollers, whether the
work of the battery i3 to beat a singlo building
or a dozen blocks; and if steam heat is cheaper
than any other, when applied by Individual
effort to single buildings of conslderable size, the
saving must bemach greater when a single 2o of

the houses within an area of half a milg square.
There Is room for the adoption of this plan,
profitably, here in New York and Brooklyn, and
tho time {8 propitious for beginning now, while
lebor is cheap, while the weather 15 cold, and
‘while householders are keenly alive to the an-
noyances of fire-malking and fire-malntenance la
thefr dwellings. There fs'no good reason for
postponing the matter to await the reault of the
Lockport undertairing, as the use of stzam In this
way la.in 00 proper sense an experiment, Once
introduced in theze cities, steam will soon bacome
as much a matter of course as water is now. The
Bridgets and Gretchens, whoee first question now
at the preliminary conference which precedes
thelr engagement has reference to stationsry
tubs and other modern improvements, may soon
insist aleo upon having steam heat, and landlords |
may find it fropossible to let houses into which
this lateat modern improvement has not been in- l
treduced. We shall then live in areal ageof |
steam. !






