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1st INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 
HEATING CONVENTION 

Held in London, England, April 20-24, 1970 

Five hundred sixty-two delegates attended: 160 from 
local authorities, 202 from other pans of the United King­
dom, and 200 from 26 other countries. Forty-seven papers 
were presented by 58 speakers ( authors and co-authors). 

The main objectives of the conference were "to promote 
an international exchange of knowledge and experience 
related to district heating and to provide a suitable back­
ground for personal contact to formulate discussion on a 
local, national and international scale." 

The original plan was for a 12-paper program, but as the 
scope finally grew to include 47, it became necessary to 
lengthen the sessions, and use the originally-planned free 
time for the presentation of the additional papers. The 
enlarged program and the resultant greater number of 
countries participating, increased the value of the Conven­
tion. However, some side effects were that ( 1) time allow­
ances for paper presentations and discussion periods were 
shortened and ( 2) accommodating the extra authors and 
co-authors made it necessary to limit the number of dele­
gates who could attend. 

The quality of the papers was excellent, and much for­
merly unpublished material was provided by speakers from 
such countries as the U.S.S.R., Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 

Three field trips to U. K. district heating installations 
were offered to attending delegates: ( 1) Brunswick Square 
by Shell-Mex and B. P. ( 2) Pimlico by the Electricity 
Council and Westminster City Council and ( 3) Leicester 
and Nottingham by the National Coal Board. 

Evidence of the developing wide-spread interest in the 
district heating field was made apparent by the attendance 
of delegates and speakers from warmer countries such as 
Spain, Portugal, Greece, Italy and South Africa. 

The success of the Convention resulted in the forming of 
an Internacional Committee to continue the study and work 
begun, and to formulate arrangements for similar future 
conventions. A suggestion that international conventions be 
held every two years was well received, and both Hungary 
and Sweden requested that they be considered as the meet­
ing location in 1972. 

The Internacional Committee initially has 17 members, 
two of them from the United Stares and both members of 
IDHA: Mr. Erwin G. Hansen, Parmer, Syska & Hennessy, 
Inc. (Engineers), New York City; and Mr. John Henderson, 
General Sales Manager, American Gilsonite Company, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

The first scheduled meeting for the International Com­
mittee was on September 14, 1970 in Malmo, Sweden. Some 
of the proposed aqenda items were: ( 1) election of officers 
( 2) co-ordination of the work of national committees 
who will make arrangements for the conventions ( 3) set up 
and maintain a register of district heating specialists and 
delegates attending the conventions ( 4) work with other 
organizations such as the World Energy Conference, UN­
ICHAL and Internacional Institute of Refrigeration, so that 
the best possible arrangements can be made ( 5 ) organize 
a permanent committee whose duties ic will be to maintain 
a record of statistics and operation experience, sec up stan­
dards for equipment, and sponsor co-operative research. • 
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If a Barco Venturi Flow 
Measurement System* 
was built in, you'd know 
right away. 

Design in the most effective, 
efficient and accurate method of 
measuring hydronic flow. 

The Barco Venturi System has 
been installed in over 8,000 jobs. · ,. 
It has no moving parts, no springs and no glass 
to break. It gives accurate readings every time 
because it is unaffected by foreign particles 
or dirty water. 

As accurate as this system is-it is equally 
uncomplicated. It consists of multiple venturis 
and one portable master meter which is used to 
measure the flow rate. By using the portable 
flow meter, a maintenance engineer can check 
the various venturis throughout the system and 
quickly determine if the proper flow balance 
is being maintained. If not, he can make 
the corrections necessary. 

For more information write for free Catalog 
1202. Aeroquip Corporation, Barco Division, 
500 Hough Street, Barrington, Illinois 60010, 
subsidiary of Libbey-Owens-Ford Company. 
Aeroquip products are protected by patents internationally. 
*Formerly Rinco Engineering 
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