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A Short History of the Steam Department
INDIANAPOLIS POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

From an interesting history of the Ind­
ianapolis Power & Light Company 
and its ten predecessor companies, as 

compiled recently by Mr. Ray Forbes, super­
visor of property records for the Company, 
the following historical references to the 
steam business in Indianapolis were taken.

The first steam service was furnished 
through a four-inch line, about a city block 
in length, from the power plant located in 
a barn in the rear of the W. H. Spades res­
idence on the Monument Circle, where the 
Columbia Club now stands in the city’s 
center. This line was laid underground 
in the alley, then through the basement 
of the building on the west side of Pennsyl­
vania Street and across Pennsylvania Street 
to the Grand Opera House, which was lo­
cated where Keith’s Theatre now stands and 
was the first steam heating customer in Ind­
ianapolis, probably late in 1889.

In 1900 the Home Lighting and Heating 
Company was organized and built a plant 
at 16th and Alabama streets. This plant 
operated only a few years. Then the Com­
pany went into receivership, but was re­
organized in 1905 as the Peoples Light and 
Heat Company, which Company operated 
successfully until 1912 when, through a 
holding company, it was merged with the 
Merchants Heat & Light Company which 
was organized in 1902 and built its plant at 
New Jersey and Pearl Streets, close to the 
business center of the city. The Merchants 
Heat & Light Company continued serving 
customers in this area until 1927.

The plant at New Jersey and Pearl Streets 
operated a steam distribution system and 
served a very limited downtown area. Due 
to the fact that there was no use for exhaust 
steam in the summer time and no water 
available for condensing purposes, this ven­
ture did not prove very profitable and led 
to the building of the Washington Avenue 
plant near White River in 1911. At this 
time the steam distribution system was 

greatly enlarged and covered practically the 
entire downtown area, extending from 
Georgia Street to North Street and Senate 
Avenue to New Jersey Street.

In 1902 the Marion County Hot Water 
Heating Company was organized with a 
plant at 18th and Mill Streets, but there is 
no record that heating service was rendered 
from this plant. In 1909 the Indianapolis 
Light & Heat Company (which had absorbed 
the Marion County Hot Water Heating Com­
pany) built a downtown distribution system 
with a plant at Kentucky Avenue and West 
Street and operated in competition with the 
Merchants Heat & Light Company until the 
merger of these two companies in 1927.

Immediately after the merger the new 
Company, the present Indianapolis Power & 
Light Company, realized that the plant and 
distribution system at 16th and Alabama 
Streets had deteriorated to such an extent 
that it could no longer be operated at a 
profit. The Public Service Commission was 
petitioned to abandon the plant and service. 
The petition was refused and the Company 
ordered to continue service to the customers 
in this area, a residential section north of 
the center of Indianapolis. It was then de­
cided to abandon the hot water service and 
build an entirely new steam distribution 
system, taking the steam from the Mill 
Street plant.

In 81 working days, or from the time the 
service was discontinued at the end of the 
heating season in 1929 until service was 
resumed in September of the same year, this 
entire system was built and put in opera­
tion. Approximately 11 miles of mains were 
installed and service lines for 390 customers 
were put in operation.

In 1917 a 6" high pressure line was con­
structed from the Washington Avenue plant 
to the Claypool Hotel, this being the first 
effort to sell steam for any other purpose 
than heating.

(Continued on Page 175)



BULLETIN OF THE N. D. H. A. 175

RESEARCH
G. K. SAGRWEIN, Chairman,

Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

H. W. FREDERICK, Cornell University,
Ithaca, N. Y.

F. P. I.EAHY, Union Electric Company of Mis­
souri, St. Louis. Missouri.

THOMAS RAVESE, Brooklyn Edison Company, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

S. S. SAIVFORD, The Detroit Edison Company, 
Detroit, Michigan.

R. Y. SIGWORTH, Pennsylvania State College.
State College. Pennsylvania.

W. F. FRIEND, Ebasco Services, Inc., 
New York, N. Y.

SALES DEVELOPMENT

R. D. MARTIN, Chairman,
New York Steam Corp., New York, N. Y.

V. F. ALLEY, Philadelphia Electric Company. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

C. H. BAY, The Detroit Edison Company.
Detroit, Michigan.

GEORGE COLES, New York Steam Corporation, 
New York, N. Y.

J. L. DRBHAN, Chicago Steam Corporation, 
Chicago, Illinois.

WM. C. KABER, Union Electric Company of 
Missouri, St. Louis, Mo.

A Short History of Steam Dept.
Indianapolis Power & Light Co.

(Continued from Page 160)
In 1931 a contract was entered into with 

the Eii Lilly Company whereby steam was 
furnished for all of their plant require­
ments. In 1936 a line was built between 
the former Kentucky Avenue and Washing­
ton Avenue plants, renamed Section K and 
Section W of the C. C. Perry plant, with 
service lines extending to Kingan & flom- 
pany and the Beveridge Paper Company. 
This same year, contract was secpred from 
the Government to serve the Federal Hous­
ing Project known as Lockfield Gardens lo­
cated at Blake and North Streets. A con­
nection was made from this line to furnish 
steam requirements of the Indianapolis 
Brewing Company. Later a line yvas ex­
tended south and west across White River 
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to serve the new plant of the Indianapolis 
Street Railway and the International Har­
vester Company.

In 1933 service from the Lilly line was ex­
tended to the E. C. Atkins Company to 
supply their steam requirements. Smaller 
connections were made to serve the Best 
Laundry Company, Lincoln Hotel, and Wm. 
H. Block Company.

In 1938 a new line was constructed to 
serve the Indianapolis Union Railways and 
in 1939 the Severin and Spencer Hotels were 
supplied with high-pressure steam.

During the past ten years the steam out­
put has increased from 1,549,000,000 pounds 
in 1930 to 2,866,000,000 pounds in 1940. Ind­
ianapolis ranks second in the sale of steam 
and 20th in population among cities of the 
United States.


