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and the same is hereby extended to a period of eleven
years from and after the passage of the act to which this
act is supplementary.
APPROVED Feb. 15, 1851.

AN ACT to incorporate the Chicago City Hydraulic Company.

In force Feb.15,
1851..

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of
Illinois, represented in' the General ﬂssembly, That John
B. Turner, Horatio G. Loomis and Alson S. Sherman be Cmmmhnm'
and they are hereby named and constituted as a board of
water commissioners for the city of Chicago, who, and
their successors in oilice, shall be a body politic and corpo
rate, by the name and style of the “ Board of Water Com-S
missioners of the City of Chicago,” and by that name shall tyle.
have perpetual succession, with power to contract, sue and Genemlmm,

be sued, to purchase, hold and convey personal and real es
tate; to have a common seal, to alter and break the same

at-pleasure; and make by-laws and do all legal acts which
may be necessary and proper to carry out the effect, intent
and object of this act.
§ 2.

The said commissioners shall hold their oﬁices re- Term °f°ﬁ°°

spectively for the term of three, four and ﬁve years. Said
commissioners shall, within sixty days after the passa e of
this.act, decide by lot their respective terms, which eci
sion shall be notiﬁed by a written statement'to the common

council of said city, which shall be entered of record on the
books of the said common council, and on the ﬁrst Tues

day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and ﬁfty-four, and annually thereafter, there shall
be an election held by the qualiﬁed voters of said city, in
the same manner that elections are held for the election of Elem“,
mayor, for the election of one or more commissioners to ﬁll
vacancies occasioned by the termination in any manner of
the term of any commissioner under this act. All commis
sioners elected subsequent to the ﬁrst election aforesaid,
shall hold their oﬁice for the term of three years, and in
case of the death or resignation of any of said commission
ers the remaining commissioners shall nominate some citi

zen of said city, being a qualiﬁed voter, to ﬁll such va
cancy, and shall present such citizen to the common coun
all of said city for conﬁrmation, who, if conﬁrmed by said
common council, shall have full power to act as such com
missioner, but if the said common council shall refuse to
conﬁrm such nomination, said commissioners shall nominate

another, and so on until such conﬁrmation shall be made ;

Vacancies.
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Loan of money

such person when so conﬁrmed shall ﬁll such vacancy un
til the next regular election of a commissioner to be held
after such conﬁrmation.
§ 3. The said commissioners shall have power to loan,
from time to time, for such time as they shall deem expedi
cut, a sum of money not exceeding two hundred and ﬁfty
thousand dollars, upon the credit of said city of Chicago,

Bonds.

and shall have authority to issue bonds, pledging the faith

and credit of said city for the payment of the principal and
interest of said bonds; which bonds shall issue under the
Interest.

Register of
bunds.

Supplies of wa
ter.

Engineers, to.

seal of said board of commissioners, and shall be signed by
them or a majority of them, and bearing interest not ex
ceeding ten per centum per annum. And it shall be the
duty of said commissioners to keep an accurate register'ot'
all bonds issued by them, showing the number, date and
amount of each bond, and to whom the same was issued;
and it shall also be their duty to furnish to the clerk of said -'

city a copy of such register, as soon as the same is made,
which shall be preserved by said clerk and copied into the
records of said city.
§ 4. It shall be the duty of said commissioners to ex
amine and consider all matters relative to supplying the
city of Chicago with a sufficient quantity of pure and
wholesome water, to be taken from Lake Michigan, for the
use of the inhabitants.
§ 5. The said commissioners shall have power, and it is
made their duty, to employ engineers, surveyors, and such
other persons as in their opinion may be necessary to ena
ble them to perform their duties under this act.
§ 6.

Said commissioners shall have the power, and it is

Purchase oflots.

hereby made their duty, as soon as may be after the neces
sary funds shall have been procured as herein provided, to
purchase such lot or lots of land, and to construct such

buildings, machinery and ﬁxtures as shall be deemed ne
Construction of
buildings.
cessary or desirable to furnish a full supply of water for
public and private use in said city.
§ 7. Said commissioners shall have power to construct
reservoirs, jets and public and private hydrants, and to lay
pipes in and through all the alleys and streets of said city,
and also across all rivers and streams,.not interfering with
the navigation of the same, and, with the consent of the
common council of said city, to construct fountains in the
Fountains.
public squares or such other public grounds of said city as
they shall deem expedient.
§ 8. The said commissioners shall, from time to time,
Assessment of
water rents.
assess the water rents to be paid for water used at each

house or other building a ainst the occupant or occupants,
owner or owners, of sue house or other building. upon
such basis as they shall deem equitable, and such water
rents shall become a continuing lien upon such house or
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other building for the accommodation of which water shall
have been introduced, and upon the land or lot and house

or other building on which such house or other building
stands, when said lot or land and building are owned by

the same person or persons, from the time the water shall
have been introduced as aforesaid.
§ 9. It shall be the duty of said commissioners to col- Collectionof
lect the rents so assessed, and in case any person or per- "nu"

sons so assessed shall neglect to pay any such assessment
for ten days after the time fixed for the payment thereof, of
which notice shall be given in some newspaper published in
said city, such notice to be at least ten days before the time
ﬁxed for the payment of such rents, said commissioners
shall issue their warrants, under the seal of said corpora

tion, directed to the marshal or any constable of said city,
commanding him to make the amount speciﬁed in such war
rant, being the amount due for water rent as aforesaid, to
gether with the costs of advertising the same, and such fees

as constables are entitled to by the laws of this state in the
levy and sale of personal property upon execution, out of
the goods and chattels of the person or persons so assessed
as aforesaid; and the marshal or constable in such case may
levy under said warrant upon any personal property of the
person or persons against whom the same is issued, and sell
the same at public auction, after giving ten days’ notice of
the time and place of sale in some newspaper published in
said city; and such warrants shall authorize the sale of any
house or building on which any lien shall have attached as
aforesaid, subject only to such bona ﬁdc incumbrances as
shall have existed prior to the time of the introduction of
such water as aforesaid.
§ 10.

And when any such warrants shall be returned by Sale of pmpey.

said officer unsatisﬁed, the said commissioners shall proceed ‘Y
to sell said lands and lots and building or buildings, when
owned by the same person as aforesaid, in the same man

ner and after having given the like notice as is required by
the laws of this state for the sale of lands for taxes, and the
certiﬁcate of sale in such cases, signed by either of said
commissioners, shall have the same force and effect as the

certiﬁcate required by law on the sale of lands for taxes
as aforesaid. In case the said real estate shall be sold as
aforesaid, and the person or persons owning the same shall
neglect to redeem the same in manner provided by the laws
of this state for the redemption of real estate in sales for
taxes, the said commissioners may give a deed, under the seal Deeds
of said corporation, of the said real estate so sold as afore

said to the purchaser or purchasers thereof; which deed
shall be, as near as may be, the same, and shall have the like
force and effect as deeds given u on the sale of lands for

taxes as provided by the laws of t 's state.

3
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The said» commissioners shall also, from
Assessment for _ § 11.
use of public tune, assess upon the person or persons occupying or
hydrant.

time to

moving
any house or other building situated in the vicinity of any
public hydrant, 'when said house or other building is not sup
plied by a private hydrant, such amount as in their judg
ment the occupant of such house or other building mig t
be beneﬁtted by the use of such public hydrant, and such
assessment when so made shall be alien upon such house

or other building, and upon the lot on which the same shall
stand when said house or other building and lot are owned
by the same individual, in the same manner as hereinbefore
provided in case of private hydrants, and-such assessment

may he collected in the same manner in all respects as is
hereinbefore provided.

§ 12.

Hydra-ate.

of
ceedmgs.

It shall be the duty of said commissioners to 'con

struct hydrants of sutl‘icient size and capacity, and in such
localities, as they shall deem desirable, for the purpose of
extinguishing ﬁres, and they shall assess the houses and
other buildings in the vicinity of the said hydrants in the
proportion in whichthey shall deem the same respectively
beneﬁtted, and the said assessment shall be collected in the
same manner as is herein provided for the collection of the
water rent assessed by said corporation.
§ 13. The said commissioners shall keep an accurate
pro
record of all proceedings, together with a list of all assess
ments for water rents, which shall be subject to inspection

Reports.

at all times, and may elect one of their own number to act
as secretary of said board, or employ some other compe
tent person for the purpose, as they may deem desirable.
§ 14. It shall be the duty of said commissioners to make
report to the common council of said city semi-annually;

which report shall embrace a statement of the funds and
securities of said corporation, and all debts due and owing
to and from said corporation, together with an accurate ac‘

count of their expenditures; which statement shall be cer
tiﬁed by said commissioners under oath, and shall be enter

ed for record by the clerk of the said city,‘ and published
in some newspaper in said city of Chicago.
§ 15. Whenever the receipts of said corporation, from
Surplus rec’pts.
water rent or other sources, shall accumulate so that there

Appnmﬂon.

shall be a surplus amounting to-a sum of not less than ﬁve
hundred dollars ($500,) not needed for the payment of the
current expenses of said corporation, it shall be the duty
of the commissioners to invest the same in some safe stocks,
or upon other real or personal securities, under the direc
tion and approval of the judge of the circuit court of
Cook county, or some other judge in said county having
chancery jurisdiction; such approval to be signiﬁedin Wl‘l
ting, under the hand of such judge. Such investment shall
be made in the name of said corporation, and in such man
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ner as to make the same available for the payment of in—
terest and the principal of the bonds issued as aforesaid, as
soon as may be. It shall be the duty of said commission
ers to pay the interest on such bonds as fast as such surplus
fund will permit, and also the principal as the bonds become
due, as funds for such purpose shall, from time to time, ac

cumulate. The said commissioners may, when they have
funds for that purpose, purchase the bonds so issued as
aforesaid, whether the same have become due or not; and
in case the said commissioners shall at any time not have
funds on hand sufficient to meet any of the said bonds at
the time when they shall become due, they shall have the
right to issue new bonds, for such amount and on such time
Bonds.

as they shall deem expedient, in the place of bonds so be
coming due as aforesaid; the said old bonds to be cancelled

in the registry thereof, and the said new bonds to be recor
ded in the manner hereinbefore provided.
§ 16. It shall be the duty of said commissioners, at least Special
thirty days before the time ﬁxed by the ordinances of said
city for assessing city taxes, to make a special report to

reports.

the common council of said city, whit, if any, sum will

be needed by said commissioners, over and above the reve
nues of said corporation, to meet the payment of interest
or principal of the bonds issued as aforesaid, and it shall be
the duty of the common council to raise said amount by a
special tax, in the same manner as general taxes, to be de- Special tax.
signated a water tax, and the said amount shall be paid
over to the said corporation by the collector of said city.
§ 17. The salary of said commissioners, and also of the Salaries.
secretary of said board, shall be ﬁxed by the common coun
cil of said city, from time to time, as soon as may be after
the passage of this act, and after such election as herein
provided, and the amount of such salary shall not be redu

ced during the term for which said commissioner shall be

elected.
§ 18.

Each commissioner, before entering upon the du- Commission,"

ties of his office, shall give bond to said city, in such sum togivebond.
and with surety to the satisfaction of the common council
of said city, conditioned for the faithful performance of his
duties as such commissioner, and that he will faithfully dis
burse and account for all moneys coming under his control
as such commissioner; the amount of which bond may be
increased at any time as the said common council may

deem expedient.
§ 19.

Sand commissioners may purchase the corporate Chimgp Hy_

rights, and real and personal property, ﬁxtures and stock draulwwm

of every name and description, of the Chicago Hydraulic pany’
company, on such terms as may be agreed upon between
said commissioners and said company, and when such pur

chase shall be made the said commissioners shall succeed to

1851.
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and become invested with all the powers, rights, privileges
and immunities exercised and enjoyed by the said Chicago’
Hydraulic company, under their charter, and shall continue

to supply water to the citizens of Chicago under the same,
and collect the money and rents due therefor, in all respects
as fully and effectually as the said Chicago Hydraulic com
pany can or may do, until the said commissioners, acting
under the provisions of this act, shall have completed their
arrangements, machinery, engines, pipes, buildings and oth
er things provided for in this act, for the purpose of sup

plying the said city with pure and wholesome water; after
which time the said Chicago Hydraulic company and their
said charter shall become extinct and null: Provided, al

ways, that if the said commissioners cannot agree with the
said Chicago Hydraulic company as to what sum shall be
paid the said Chicago Hydraulic company for their pro
perty, rights and privileges, then the said company shall
have the right to establish, by satisfactory proof, the actual
cost of their said property, before the judge of the circuit
court of Cook county, upon petition to him, in term time
or vacation, and no greater sum shall be paid for the same
than the said judge shall decide the actual cost to have been.
lughtof repeaL

§ 20.

This act may at any time be altered, repealed or

amended.
Materials, kc" § 21. All materials procured or partially procured un
exempt‘ from der a contract with the commissioners, shall be exempt

execuu‘m'

from execution, but it shall be the duty of the commissioners
to pay the money due for such materials to the jud ment
creditor of the contractor under whose execution suc ma

terials might otherwise have been sold, upon his producing
to them due proofthat his execution would have so attached,
and such payment shall be held a valid payment on the
contract.
'
‘
Commission“
§ 22. No one or more of thesaid commissioners shall
:2” ‘° .be in‘ be interested, either directly or indirectly, in any contract
restedmcon.
mm,
entered into by them with any other person, nor shall they
be interested, either directly or indirectly, in the purchase

of any material to be used or applied in and about the uses

and purposes contemplated by this act.
mum,‘ of

§ 23.

The said commissioners, or either of them, may

wmmissionerﬁ- be removed from oﬁice by the judge of the circuit court of
Cook county, upon petition presented to him, in term time
or in vacation, by the common council of the city of Chicago,
if it shall appear, after hearing and proof before said judge,
that the said commissioners, or either of them, have been
guilty of misfeasance or malfeasance in office, or of any
breach of duty, either of commission or omission, under this
act, and if the said judge shall remove any two or more of
said commissioners from ofﬁce, for any cause, before the

expiration of their term of oﬂice, heis hereby mtboﬁzed
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and empowered to appoint others in their stead, who shall
ﬁll such oliices for and during the unexpired term of such
commissioner so removed.
§ 24. The said commissioners shall adopt such places Location of by

as in their opinion may be most advantageous for procuring dram“ "ml"
such supply of water, and shall ascertain, as nearly as may
be, what amount of money may be necessary to carry the
same into effect. The said commissioners shall make a re
port of their proceedings, containing a full statement and
description of the place adopted by them, an estimate of
the expense thereof, together with an estimate of the pro
bable amount of revenue to accrue to the city upon the
completion of the work, with the reasons and calculations
upon which their opinions may be founded, and all such

other information connected with the ob'ect of their ap
pointment as they may deem important.
§ 25. Such report shall be made and presented to the Report m com.
common council by the said commissioners, together with "1°" °°‘“‘°‘l'
all such conditional contracts as may have been made by
them by virtue of this act, on or before the ﬁrst day of Jan~
uary which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and ﬁfty-two.
§ 26. The said commissioners are hereby authorized to Right ofmy.
enter upon any land or water for the purpose of making
surveys, and to agree with the owner of any property which
may be required for the purposes of this act as to the
amount of compensation to be paid to such owner.
§ 27. In cases of disagreement between the commis- Damage,’ 1,“
sioners and the owners of any property which may be re- determin“
quired for the said purposes, or affected by any operation
connected therewith, as to the amount of compensation to
be paid to such owner; or in case any such owner shall
be an infant, a married woman, or insane, or absent from

this state, the judge of the circuit court of Cook county
may, upon the application of either party, nominate and ap
point three indifferent persons to examine such property, and
to estimate the value thereof, or damage sustained thereby,

and to report thereon to the said court, without delay.
§ 28. Whenever such report shall have been conﬁrmed
by the said circuitjudge of Cook county, the said commis- Payment I
sioners shall, within two months thereafter, pay to the said damage‘
owner, or to such person or persons as the court may di
rect, the sum mentioned in said report, in full compensation
for the property so required, or for the damage sustained,
as the case may be, and thereupon the said commissioners
shall become seized in fee of such property so required, and
shall be discharged from all claim by reason of any such
damage.

' § 29.
l

If any person shall wilfully do or cause to be Penelo

done any act whereby any work, materials or property
29

l
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whatsoever, erected or used within the city of Chicago or
elsewhere by the said commissioners, or by any person act
ing under their authority, for the purpose of procuring or

keeping a supply of water, shall in any manner be injured,
or shall wilfully pollute the water, shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be punished

therefor as other misdemeanors are punished.
Contracts to be § 30. All contracts for materials or for the construction
“1 mmng' of the work shall be made in writing, and of each contract
two copies shall be taken, which shall be numbered and in

dorsed with the date of the contract and with the name of
the contractor, and a summary of the work to be done or'
materials to be furnished ; one copy of which shall be re
tained by said commissioners and the other copy of which
shall be ﬁled with and kept and preserved by the clerk of
the common council among the ﬁles of said otlice.
Sealed Prom
§ 31. Public notice shall be given of the time and place
msat which sealed proposals Will be received for entering m
to contracts. All sealed proposals for contracts shall be for
a sum certain, as to the price to be paid or received, and
no proposition which is not thus deﬁnite and certain, or
which contains any alternative condition or limitation as to
price, shall be received or acted on.

No person to

32.

No more than one proposition shall be received

31mm“ mm"; from any one person for the same contract, and all the pro
an one pro

posal.

,

Security.

. .I

.

positions of the person offering more than one shall be re
ceived [rejected]
§ 33. Every person who shall enter into any contract
for the supply of materials, or the performance of labor,
shall give satisfactory security to the commissioners for the
faithful performance of his contract, according to its terms.
Aprnoven February 15, 1851.

Inry20,1851foreeFebrua- AN AC1‘ to authorize I Younv
J. W. Taylor to kee p a fe "y across Rock
a Stokes
river, and
at Cleveland.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the people of [he slate of
Illinois, represented z'nI/ze General .dssembly, That Young
‘mum’ Stokes and J. W‘. Taylor, their heirs and assigns, shall have
the right and they are hereby authorized to establish and
keep a ferry, for the term of ten years from the passage of
this act, across Rock river, at Cleveland, in Henry county.

§ 2. The said Young Stokes and J. W. Taylor shall at
all times keep good and suﬂicient boats, for the speedy pas
sage and safe transportation of passengers, teams,.horses,
cattle and other animals, as well as

oods and eﬁ'ects be

longing to passengers; and shall furnis said boats with men

