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THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,

PASSED AT

THE FIRST SESSION

¢ OF THE

" SEVENTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BE@QUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF S8PRINGFIELD,

JANUARY 6, 1851.
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and the same is hereby extended to a period of eleven
years from and after the passage of the act to which this
act is supplementary. :
Arrrovep Feb. 15, 1851.

. AN ACT to incorporate the Chicago City Hydraulic Company. “In fo:iese‘5 l{eb.l&,
: w

SectioN 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of
1liinots, represented in the General Assembly, That John
B. Turner, Horatio G. Loomis and Alson S. Sherman be Commissioners.
and they are hereby named and constituted as a board of
water commissioners for the city of Chicago, who; and
their successors in office, shall be a body politic and corpo-
rate, by the name and style of the ¢ Board of Water Com-
missioners of the City of Chicago,”” and by that name shall
have perpetual succession, with power to contract, sue and geperal powere.
be sued, to purchase, hold and convey personal and real es-
tate ; to have a common seal, to alter and break the same
at-pleasure ; and make by-laws and do alllegal acts which
may be necessary and proper to carry out the effect, intent
and object of this act. :

§ 2. The said commissioners shall hold their offices re- Term of office.
spectively for the term of three, four and five years. Said
commissioners shall, within sixty days after the passage of
this.act, decide by lot their respective terms, which deci-
sion shall be notified by a written statement-to the common
council of said city, which shall be entered of record on the
books of the said common council, and on the first Tues-
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-four, and annually thereafter, there shall
be an election held by the qualified voters of said city, in
the same manner that elections are held for the election of gegtions.
mayor, for the election of one or more commissioners to fill
vacancies occasioned by the termination in any manner of
the term of any commissioner under this act. All commis-
sioners elected subsequent to the first election aforesaid,
shall hold their office for the term of three years, and in
case of the death or resignation of any of said commission-
ers the remaining commissioners shall nominate some citi-
zen of said city, being a qualified voter, to fill such va-
cancy, and shall present such citizen to the common coun-
cil of said city for confirmation, who, if confirmed by said
common council, shall have full power to act as such com-
missioner, but if the said common council shall refuse to
cprfirm such nomination, said commissioners shall nominate
another, and so on.until such confirmation shall be made ;
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ind also across all rivers and streams, not interfering with
‘he navigation of the same, and, with the consent of the
zommon council of said city, .to construct fountains in the
oublic squares or such other public grounds of said city as
‘hey shall deem expedient. :
¢ 8. The said commissioners shall, from time to time,
assess the water rents to be paid for water used at each
house or other building against the occupant or occupants,
owner or owners, of such house or other building. upcu
such basis as they shall deem equitable, and sucl waicr
rents shall become a continuing lien upon such house or
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other building for the accommodation of which water shall
have been introduced, and upon the land or lot and house
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§ 11. The said. commissioners shall also, from time to
time, assess upon the person or persons occupying or moving
any house or other building situated in the vicinity of any
public hydrant, when said house or other building is not sup-
plied by a private hydrant, such amount as in their judg-
ment the occupant of such house or other building might
be benefitted by the use of such public hydrant, and such
assessment when so made shall be a lien upon such house
or other building, and upon the lot on which the same shall
stand when said house or other building and lot are owned
by the same individual, in the same manner as hereinbefore
provided in case of private hydrants, and.such assessment
may be collected in the same manner in all respects as is
hereinbefore provided. ' ‘
~ § 12. It shall be the duty of said commissioners to ‘con-
struct hydrants of sufficient size and capacity, and in such
localities, as they shall deem desirable, for the purpose of

" extinguishing fires, and they shall' assess the houses and
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other buildings in the vicinity of the said hydrants in the
proportion in which they shall deem the same respectively
benefitted, and the said assessment shall be collected in the
same manner as is herein provided for the collection of the
water rent assessed by said corporation. <

§ 13. The said commissioners shall keep an accurate
record of all proceedings, together with a list of all assess-
ments for water rents, which shall be subject to inspection
at all times, and may elect one of their own number to act
as secretary of said board, or employ some other compe-
tent person for the purpose, as they may deem desirable.

§ 14. It shall be the duty of said commissioners to make

report to the common council of said city semi-annually;

which report shall embrace a statement of the funds and
securities of said corporation, and all debts due and owing
to and from said corporation, together with-an accurate ac-
count of their expenditures; which statement shall be cer-
tified by said commissioners under oath, and shall be enter-
ed for record by the clerk of the said city, and published
in some newspaper in said city: of Chicago.

§ 16. Whenever the receipts of said corporation, from,
water rent or other sources, shall accumulate so that there
shall be a surplus amounting to-a sum of notless than five
hundred dollars ($600,) not needed for the payment of the
current expenses of said corporation, it shall be the duty
of the commissioners to invest the same in some safe stocks,
or upon other real or personal securities, under the direc-
tion and approval of the judge of the circuit court of
Cook county, or some other judge in said county havin
chancery jurisdiction; such approval to be signifiedin wri-
ting, under the hand of such judge. Such investment shall
be made in the pame of said corporation, and in such man-
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and become invested with all the powers, rights, privileges
and immunities exercised and enjoyed by the said Chicago-

Right of re
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execution.  from execution, but it shall be the duty of the coramissioners
to pay the money due for such materials to the judgment
creditor of the contractor under whose execution such ma-
terials might otherwise have been sold, upon his producing
to them due proof that his execution would have so attached,
and such payment shall be held a valid payment on the
contract. ' . :
Commissioners ¢ 22. No one or more of the.said commissioners shall
nob o, 3¢ Jo-be interested, either directly or indirectly, in any contract
tracts. entered into by them with any other person, nor shall they
be interested, either directly or indirectly, in the purchase -
of any material to be used or applied in and about the uses
and purposes contemplated by this act. ’ :
Removal of § 23. The said commissioners, or either of them, may
commissioners. he removed from office by the judge of the circuit court of
Cook county, upon petition presented to him, in term time
or in vacation, by the common council of the city of Chicago,
if it shall appear, after hearing and proof before said judge,
that the said commissioners, or either of them, have been
guilty of misfeasance or malfeasance in office, or of any
breach of duty, either of commission or omission, under this
act, and if the said judge shall remove any two or more of
said commissioners from office, for any cause, before the
expiration of their term of office;. he is hareby authogized
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and empowered to appoint others in their stead, who shall

fill such offices for and during the unexpired term of such
commissioner so removed.

§ 24. The said commissioners shall adont suneh nlanae Location of
draulic works
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whatsoever, erected or used within the city of Chicago or
elsewhere by the said commissioners, or by any person act- -
ing under their authority, for the purpose of procuring or
k:eping a supply of water, shall in any manner be injured,
or shait wilfully pollute the water, shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be punished
therefor as other misdemeanors are punished.

Contracts to be 9 30. All contracts for materials or for the construction

in writing.  of the work shall be made in writing, and of each contract
two copies shall be taken, which shall be numbered and in-
dorsed with the date of the coniract and with the name of
the contractor, and a summary of the work to be done or’
materials to be furnished ; one copy of which shall be re-
tained by said commissioners and the other copy of which
shall be filed with and kept and preserved by the clerk of
the common council among the files of said office.

Sealed propo- 3 1. Public notice shall be given of the time and place

sals. at which sealed proposals will be received for entering in-
to contracts. All sealed proposals for contracts shali be for
a sum certain, as to the price to be paid or received, and
no proposition which is not thus definite and certain, or
which contains any alternative condition or limitation as to
price, shall be received or acted on.

No pson to 3 32. No more than one proposition shall be received

submit more from any one person for the same contract, and all the pro-

an one pro e .

posal. . positions of the person offering more than one shall be re-
ceived [rejected. ] :

§ 33. Lvery person who shall enter into any contract
for the supply of materials, or the performance of labor,
shall give satisfactory security to the commissioners for the
faithful performance of his contract, according to its terms.

Aprrovep February 15, 1851.

Security.

In forco Fehrna- AN ACTto authorize Young Stokes and J. W. Taylor to keep a ferry across Rock
ry 20,1851, ) river, at Cleveland. 7 P i

Section 1. Be it enacted by the people of the state of”
Illinois, representedin the General Assembly, That Young
Stokes and J. W. Taylor, their heirs and assigns, shall have
the right and they are hereby authorized to establish and
keep a ferry, for the term of ten years from the passage of
this act, across Rockriver, at Cleveland, in Henry county.

§ 2. The said Young Stokes and J. W. Taylor shall at
all times keep good and sufficient boats, for the speedy pas-
sage and safe transportation of passengers, teams, horses,
cattle and other animals, as weﬁ) as goods and effects be-
longing to passengers; and shall furnish said boats with men
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