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THE LEQISLATURE AND THE COMMIS-
SIONERS, -

On February 21st, 1661, an act of the
legislature was approved by Governor
Richard Yates, which constituted John
Williams, R. F. Ruth and €. W. Ma-
theny a board of water works commis-
sioners of tho city of Springfield. T'hese
comimissioners were to hold ofilco three,
four and five years, and their respeet-
ive terms were to be decided by lot,

Their successors were to Le elected
each year, after 16864, at tho regular
elty eleetion in April, but on February
21, 1863, the act was amended so that
the city council might at any time or-
der an electlon, ‘

By sectlon 2d of the act of 1861, the
olty council had poweor to flll any va-
eanoy occurring by dcnlh or resigna-
natlon, and on Augusb , 1865, R, 1%,
Ruth, esq., reslgned his posi}lon, and
Dr. H. Wohlgemuth was presented by
Messrs. Williams and Matheny as a
suitable person to 11l the vacancy, and
the council acting on their recommend-
ation, clected him a commissioner.,

After the appointment of the com-
missioners in 1861, but 1ittle was done
exeept to amend an old contract be-
tween the city and Eastman & Enos,
and in consequenco of the war no work
was actually done until August 4th,
1836, when the ground was broken for
the reservoir. But it must not bo sup-
posed the commissloners were aslecp
all that time, on the contrary, the pro-
gress mado sinco the work has actuaily
comnmenced shows that they were fully
allve to the important Learing the
completion of tho work would have
upon the interests of the city.

L. D. CLEVELAND, SUPERINTENDENT,

A few days Lefore the work was com-
menced, Mr., L. D, Cleveland, archi-
tect and superintendent, of thls clty,
was appointed superintendent of the
work on the partof the city,

The voice of the board w as, unani-
mous in favor of his nppmntlncnt a3
belng thoroughly skilled and compe- | .
tent, and possessing the entire confi-
(lcmo of the community. He was then
superintendent of the new hotel, of the
bullding in progress for the Third
Presbyterian church, and the United
States court house and post . ofiice
building, The rapid progress of the
work, and the substantial character of
allw hlch has been done, fully justifles
the confldence with which his abllities
were regarded.

HONDS AND MONEY MATTERS.

The total amount of Londs author-
ized to be issued by the city for this
purpose wag $200,000, and the minutes
of the last meetIng of the council show
that theientire amount of these bonds is
now ordered to be issued. On April
5th, 1866, the first bonds were issued In
payment for land, &e., at par. Shortly
afterward $40,000 wero sold at 95 cents
on the dollar, and the balance of the
whole amount I1s now contracted for at
97 cents, 'Tho prices mentioned are
those which aecrue to the clty after
paying brokerago, &c.

AWIHAT THE RADICALS hiID,

Weo must show the eflfect the seces-
slon of tho radical councilmen exerted
on this most important interest. It
will be remembered, especially by the
men working for the clty, that the
radicals bolted from the council room
on the night of September 2ith, and
that no quorum Was present at any
meeting of the council until last Tues-
day evenlng., At the time the radicals
bolted $114,000 of bonds had been ls-
sued and the rest contracted for at
" 97 cents, Lho bonds to bo delivered by
October 1st.  As the radicals w ent out
and staid out, there was no authority

. | offor of 97 cents good.

. [traat. for engine.house and pumping

for issuing the balance of the bond's,
and the parties who- wanted them at
97 cents have repeatedly notified the
olty authorities that they.- would not
consider themselves bLound to make
their offers of last September 'good.
The money market-is getung closer
every day, and by this freak of the
radicals the oity will probably loose, a‘
few thopsands, as they may easily (lo,
on "the  $86,000 worth of bonds which
are yet to be disposed of, if the partics
apoken of do not choose to mﬂke Lhclr

Itshould be'added that the rad}cals
knew the ruinous effect o,f thelr action
at tho time, and that tho matter, was
subsequuml) plessod ‘on thelr atten-
tloti; but to no purpose. The lirterests
of tho city wero nothing to them ir
they could succoed in a scheme of petty
annoyance to the mayor and demo-
oratlo alder men and punishment to the
people of the First Ward for having
presumed to elcct a democrat.

MORE AHOUT MONEY \IA'I‘TI s

‘The bonds are due and payable Jan-
uary Ist,; 1886, and draw S per cent. in-
terest in lawful money, payable seml-
annually on July 1st and January lIst,
of each year, at the Amerlean Ex-
change National Bank in New York
(-“Y 130y

Thue far nbiont$50,000 ias’ Been paid
out oh the wor k—a'\.) $10, 006 on con-

machinéry,.$16 000 on 'eservolr, $16,000
paid for lund; and abiout $4,000 for con-
tlngonblcs, ongineorlng and salarfes,

Tho totul costof the work will he
nearly $850,000, and it s expeeted the
oity will this winter reeeivo authority
from tho legislature to issue $150,000
moro -bonds for (hio purpose of com-
pl(.tlng the works.

The wéekly pay rolls of tholabor at
tho roservolr amount. to $1,000 in round
numbers, and this amount Includes the
pay of men working at the.river and
preparving the'ground to lay the pump-
ing maln from the river to the reser-
yoin, - - RS

THE MAINS AND TIHE PIPES,

1. J, Gaylord & Co., of Cincinnati,
have contracted to furnish and lay all
the pipes required at-§85 per ton for
pipes and 505 per ton for odd eastings,
such as sleoves, olbows, ete.  'This
price includes the laying of the pipes
and their testing. The estimates show
that 33,800 feet of 13 inch pipo, 6,000
feet of 10 inch pipe, and 23,000 teet of
inch pipe will be required. 'T'he pipes
are tested at the foundry and again
after they are laid in the ground; the
test is 300 pounds of hydraulle pressure.

THE WAY THE PIPES ARE LAID,

T'he pipes are east with a “hub” on
ono cud, and a spindlo or taper on the
other, Within the “hub” end of the
pipe I8 a recess about an inch wide and
half an inch deep. A ring of lead is
Iald in the recess, and then the spladle
end of tho pipe, which Is perfectly
smooth, is forced by an hydraulic
press into the ““hub” end of the pipe
previously laid ; this of course com-
presses  the lead ring between the
pipes, and thus a perfectly tight joint
Is obtained, '

‘THE AUTHORITIES,

As mentioned above, Messrs, John
Williams, C. W. Matheny and Dr. 1L
Wohlgemuth are the commissioners,
John Willlams is president, C, W, Ma-
theny treasurer, and Geo. W, Brinker-
hofF sccretary of the board. I.. D,
Cleveland is superintendent, Henry
LEarnshaw engineer, and Hiram Balker
foreman of the hands employed in
constructing tho reservoir, J. I3. Earn-
shaw & Co. are the contractors for the
engine house and pumping machlngzy,
Messrs. Marble & Enos mske the sur-
veys, run the lines, and do such other
work nig comes under the head of eivil
engineering, :

THE ENGINE HOUSE,

The engine house is located at San-
gamon river, about four miles from the
city, and is rapldly approachihg com-
pletion. Tt is built of brick, in the
most substantial manner, and isto be
avery handsome building. The ma-
chinery is of the most approved model,
but we are compelled to refrain from
any description of it, a3 it would too
much extend the limits of this article,

gthite- houéoﬂ

It Is suffleient to furnish, through a 15
inch pipe, 2,000,000 gallons of water per
day of twenty-four hours at tho reser-
voir, which is 23,000 fect distant from
the pump, and 160 feet higher, We
may at some future time gixe n des-
cription of tho machinery.

THE RESERVOIR,
The reservoir is situated on the north
side of North Grand avenue, between
Ninth and Tenth streets. It will be
200 feet square at the top and 112 feet
square at the bottom, nnd 24 feetdeep. It
isformed by an exeavation of about 2 feet
below the surface and a wall 24 feet
high, This wall s made in the first
placo of earth, and is 100 feet thick at
the base and 14 feet thick at the top.
After the bank of earth iy formed, 23
feet of good clay puddle will form the
lining, then four inchos of clean sand
willbe laid on the puddle, and the
final interlor lining will Le elight
inches of stone with edges cut care-
fully to fit, laid In tho best cement, On
tho bottom of tho reservoir will be 18
tnches of puddle and then six inches of
good clean sand, so that the bottom of
thereservoir willbeon alevelwith the
naturalsurface of the ground. Theout-
side of thebank will be coverod with the
goil which has been carefully reserved
for that purpose, and then sodded.  ‘1'he
earth wallof the reservoiris now about
12fect high, andigvery solid. Each team
passes entirely round the top ofthe wall
indellvering wload ofearth, and going
foranother, aud a heavy roller is kept
constantly passing around 1o consoli-
date the carth as much as possible.
There willbe a stone coping lail around
the interlor of the top of the embank-
ment, and probably a handsome iron
fence will givea still further finish to
the work. The reservolr will hold
4,700,000 gallons,

THE STAND PIPE

Is made of one-fourth inch boiler iron,
and willbe 60 feet high from the bot-
tom of the reservolr, in the center of
which it stands, It rises about thirty-
seven feet from the surface of the w ater,
and is to be surmounted by a hand:
gome cast jron cap, out of w hlch will be
delivered the water into the reservoir,

The appearance, therefore, of the reser-

'voit and stand pi
beautiful*verdantimidund surmounfed
by a fountain thirty feet high. The
stand is three feet interior diameter,
and: Its use 1 ‘to-gfve a better'head of
waterinthe hydrantsand pipes In the
clty and to equalize {he pressure.

The loworsgep on thoﬁoubh slde of the
0
the botfom - of ‘the mser\'oh and
pavementon the southeast corner of the
new hotel is nearly fifteen feet lower
han the bottom of the reservpir, This
difference in level, added to the hight'
-of thestand pipe, will send water in a.

plpdto the top ofthe hotel and gfcourse ‘

to the top of any otherbuilding-in town.
On the pubhc square a nozzle attached
foa hydrant would!dellver a streahd
nearly flfty feet high in the aly, and
with this advantage over a fireengine,

that it will deliver n two inch streamas |

Jhigh s it. ) lll n tlm*o fomth mnh
stream.
The firemen should prepare theme.
sclves tor lh'oml\ ent of this change in
‘thewater supply, and w ould dé \\oll to
form hose companies, whiéh: may he
run at little expense and labor, and he of
very great serviee in ease of a fire.
THE PARK. .
The park wlll be very fine, and as
the ground consists, without dedueting
the space oceupied by the reservoir and
lakes, of full thirty acres,
large enougli {0 afford nmple room f6r
recreation forour citizens.
planted with the shade and ornamental
trees, and shrubs which have been

Afotindl Ly experlence to flourish best {h |

this vicinity.  Among the other at-
tractions of the park there is'to bea
herd of deer, and alargo:, numberof
squirrels of all varicties are to be do-
mesticated there. Birds of rare plu-

mage will exhiblt their beautiful colors’ :

among the foliage, and the (hrush and
mocking bird and other songsters will
serve to enliven with their music the
leisure hours of pleasure seekers.

«New York oity Jias 1;500,000 Inhabit-
ants; and her principal park is the
Central, which contains 110 neres.
I'he population of Chicago i 190,000,
and. she has no park at ‘all, sothata

‘park of 30 acres, ina city of 20,000 peo-

ple, is not to bie despised, especially as
it is only used ag a park incidentally.
THE LAKES,

The earth for the reservoir wall ls
procured from excavations made in tho
grounds, and to carry out the principle
which hag actuated the commissioners
in all (heir operationy, the exeavations
for the earth are made in graceful, ser-
pentine shape, <o as to form a series of
lakes on the north and east sides of the
reservoir, These lakes are all con-
nected by narrow straits, and are
one hundred feel wide in some
places, and the . straits are no-
where less than 80 feet wide. These
straits will be crossed in several places
hy tasteful, rustic bridges, and ong or-
two lIslands, which have been con-
structed in the lakes, will be accessible
by the same means.  There will be
swans and other less romantie aquatic
birds on the lakes and sev cmlg_on(lolns
and pleasure-boats, :

The intention has been to puddle the
gides and bottom of the lakes with a
blue clay, which is perfectly water-
tight, and which is found in great
abundance near the cngine house at
the river, but ag the exeavation has
proceeded, n stratn ot yellow clay has
intervened, and it this continues deep
enough, say about four feet deeper than
now, it will be unnecessary to expend
any labor in puddling, asthe yecllow
clay is found to hold water.

' The Jakes will be in all their miean- | -

donngsimme than & mile in length,

und in the winter time will form the

tinest skating greund in this viecinity,

"The lakes will he supplied by the over-

tlow or waste pipe from the reservoir.

THE FORCE BMPLOYED, AND CONCLU-
. SION,

About 33 tenms and 48 men are now
at work on the carthwork of the reser-
voir, which is about two thirds comple-
ted. The stone for the stand pipe and
lining has been forwarded by Messrs.
S. AL Buckmaster & Co., the contract-
ors forit.  The eclbow for the stand
pipe, the waste pipe, the valves, and
clbows on the inlet pipe, are ®all in
their places. Tt is expeeted the stand
pipe will arrive this week, and it will
then be immediately put in position.
The force main pipe from river to
reservoir is to be delivered and laid
this winter, 30 ag lo avoid any delay
from wet ground in the spring, and
in ghort, the wholo work is being
pushed forward us fast as the best busi-
ness talent, plenty of money and the
best ongmcellng talent of the city ecan
doit, and it is expeeted the reservoir
will bc fllled on July 4th 18067, when
it s proposed to have a grand celebra-
tion of the completion of the Spring-
ficld eity water works.

—_————————

Vinxepar & MeNIenL are selling
piles of boots nud shoes since their
great reduetion. nov22dlw

F1rE.—Ou Sunday morning, about
8 o'clock, an alarm of fire proceeded
from North Sixth street.
tage house owned and oceupied by Mr.
James ITeadly had taken fire from a
stove-pipe which passed through the
chamber floor.  When tho alarm was
given, the flames were bursting through
tho roof, and the effurts of the fire
compauies were unavailing.  The
building wag entirely consumed. By
the assistance of neighbors, Mr. Head-
ly was able to remove most of the fur-
nlture on the first floor without serious
damage. His loss is estimated at
$1,500, on which thereis no insurance,
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Lancexy.—To-day Thomas Agan'
wag brought before Justice Adams, !
charged with stealing a valise and con-
tents, valued at 8150, from David Stub- !
blefiekl. Afterexamination Agan was
bound overin 3500 to await trial at the
Apriltermof the eircuit court, and fail-
ing to give bonds waslocked up.,

—_——t vt e—

RESIDENCE AT  AvceTion.—H., C.
Myers &Son, anctloneers, advertise that -

they will sell on Monday, December 3, , ea

i

a fine residence on  East Mason !
street.  'The house Is of good size and ! :“‘
well  loeated, and the opportunn),

should not eseape the notice of (hose]
who wish & residence.
very ensy.

The terms are |
<) 8¢

fel
ta
ar

1





