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TR OONTRAUTS—Tun Woux T0 nk OOMMXNCED
[MMEDIATELY,—Our citizens may now look for-
ward with gratifying antioipations to the inau-
guration of u new ara of prosperity and im-
provement in the history of Springfield. The
time has at length arrived when there is roally
a prospect of the city being furnished with an
abundant supply of wator. The demands that
have beon madoe for this for manufacturing
purposes, for publio use in caee of flres, and for
privato boneflt throughout the community, nt
length prevailed with tho authorities, and actual
measures havo been taken to institute tho im-
provement so much needed, Tho water works
commissioners yestorday awarded tho following
centracts :

For bLuilding tho reservoir and engine house
and digging and filling in tho trenches, to Messrs,
Dennis, Sutton & Oq., of this city.

For construction of pumps und engive, to
Josoph Farnshaw, ol Cinoinnati,

For pipes and osstings, to Messrs. Gaylord
& Co., of Cinoinnatl,

Those contracts are now binding upoun the par-
tles, and the work is to be commenced at onoe.
The rosetvoir, tho site for whioh near the col-
loge building northenst of town, has already
been purchased, and will be constructed of
earth, with a basin of solid masonry, and will
hold, when filled, about three million and seven
hundred thousand gallons of water. Tho ground
upon which the rosorvoir is to boe built is of such
a hight abovo tho oity that the natural elevation
above would cause a strong flow of water through
tho supply pipes in the direction of town, and
when to this is added tho olevation of the ruser-
voir basin, 1t may roadily bo seen that the water
will be forced into tho upper stoting of any build.
ing into which it is introduced. Tho engines and
pumps for supplying the roservoir with water
from tho Sangamon river, are to be of the most
approved make. Mr. Earnshaw, to whom the
contraot for furnishing those has been given, is a
thorough, practical hydraulio eugineer, aud ouo
.who has conduoted a number of similar opera-
tiong,faraong which are tho oclobrated worksgat
Camp Nelson, Kentuoky, e might also add
that Mr. Farnshaw guarautees tho praotical
working. of this apparatus, Tho main pipe
betwoon the reservoir and the river will
be fiftcen inohos in  diamoter, aud
mado  of cast  iron —this matorial
being rogarded as superior in point of durability
to any other in those cities whero it has received
o thorough test, Much of the main water pipe
of Cincinnati has, for instanos, been in uso for
upward of ¢wenty years, and is still doing excel.
lent servico.

Wo searcoly noed add that these coutracts
have been awarded by tho commissioners, in
avery lnstance, to tho lowest responsible bidders,
Tho probable cost of Luilding the entire works,
under thesa oontracts, will not oxceod $830,000,
*whllo tho benefits that must follow tho intro-
duotion of water into the city, aro almost incal-
onlablo. Far tho prompe and efMicient discharge
of thoir dutyin tho mallor, the commissionors
oertainly merit tho thanks of overy citizon in-
torested in the future of Springfield. It now
romains byt to urge forward the consummation
of the enterpriso with all possible rapidity, and
wo trust no obstacle whatover may bo placed in
tho way of thoso who have tho work in charge,
Among tho many important improvements in-
augurated in Springfield during tho pnot few
years, nono, wo vonture to say, will approximate
in publio benefit to this, whioh looks to the fur.
nishing of an abundant supply of puro water to
tho entire community, both for public and private
use.




