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REPORT 

OI·' 1'11 e 

COMMERCIAL BANK OF NEW ORLEANS. 

DIR,:&CTOB,S. 

P. N. W00D, C. T. STEW ART,\VM. ALLl�G. PRl:81DJ:'IT, I AU�XANDER GRAILHE, 
l\L W. IIOFF1\1AN, SAl\IUEL S:i\IlTII.

Uepresenting the City Corporation: 

J. E. CALDWELL, I WM. C. TOMPKI rs 

1\Ir S. s�11·r11 was Plcctccl on the 0th November. to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of II. R. Denis, 
Esq. 

The next dection of Directol's will be held on the 1st Monday of l\Iareh next, as pl'oviclecl for by the Charter. 

To the Stockholder·s : 

The following Report exhibiting the 
transactions of the Fiscal Y car 1850, it is hoped will prove acceptable. 

W\I ALLING, Pres't 

', 

STATEMENT 
I 

Of the Disbursements and Receipts of the Water TVorks,for 
the year ending 31st 'December, 1850.

DL'3BURf;EMEXTS. 
PEID1ANE�1' l\lP!lO\E'.\lENT: I ,, Expended on new Engine nnd Engine House ...... $ 2639 36

1 _on �himne.y N?· 3 and Boilers......... ii i1 95
j Cost of 1narn pipes and laying of same, $.J9, 142 37 

LEss, received for brukcn pipes,...... li2 36 - 48,9 70 0 I 
Cost of re-paving streets,............. ............... 4751 18 

·--- -$ 63,S3R 50 
D1n0Eso No. I, of $3 U' share, nm't paid to date,..... 50,609 00 
SLAn:s-Paid for rlothing, s11s1enance, &c.,............ 953 44 
Ft RE llYDRA:STs-l'aiu 4 m�n fur attending to shut-

ting off, &c ............. ............. . 
Rr.sLR ,·01ns-Paid for repairs, clennsing, &c ............ . 

2,100 00 
2i9 17 

SALARIE$-Poid officers, including Collectors, ln�pcc- • 
1 turs and Engineer, .•... ..•........ . , ...... S 13,688 80

l Bank of America, N. Y. Agency, 2 years 
snlary, ...... ... ...................... . 

L�c111�NTM, CxPENSES: 
For Cun!, Stationery, lnsuroncc, &c .... .......... . 

'l'uf:,-l'aid Stntn Tax of 18 49, (under proteat,) ..•... 
CAsn-Balance on hnnd 31st Dec'r, 1850, . . .  

RECEIPTB. 

500 (10 
----:·--$U,188 80 

II $ 7,926 08 
436 90 

I 
l,52t! 68 

_ 
: $ I I I ,460 57 

To Cash balonc;:- 1st J� 1850 •................. · 1 ·" ........... J $19,213 22 
\V'atrr Rents-Total Receipts, 1850,................... .............. b9,819 l:>3 

Fixtures Account, for Profits realized, ................... ...........•... 1 79? � l 
lnlcrc•t " this amount rec'd upon deposits,... ............... 2,43a 14 
Uonking Department received from thnt source, ...•.. ·\········· ······

!
��
I $141,.iao s1 

The revenue of the present year exceeds the last in the sum of SI0,256 99-100-this increase is chiefly to be attribu-
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ted to the increased number of Hydrants. The number of
Hydrants existing on the 31st December, 184!l, was - 4,::!05
The number placed from 1st January to :Hst

December, 1850, inclusivC', - - - - - 800

Making the Total No. of Ilydmnts, - - 5,165
Of this number 177 were closed in untenanted houses.

" 516 " '· tenanted " 
" 38 " destroyed by fire, - - - 761

Leaving as the No. from which revenue was derived, - 4,4011 

It will be perceived in the foregoing table or Disburse

ments, that the large sum of $63,538 50, has been expended 

in the extension of the works and in such n manner as will, ii 
is believed, materially increase the revenuf'. 

The Municipal Tax of 1840, amounting to $4,080, remains 

unpaid. The State Taxes hasC' been paicl under protest, and 

a suit is now pending in the r-:iupremc Court to test the legal

ity of these taxes.-Sec. 37 or the ChartC'r of th<' Company 

exempts it from taxes so Jong as it slm.11 continue, in con;:irl<>r

ation of the advantages accruing to the public. 

The following Table shows the extent ancl size of 1\Iain 

Pipes laid during the year, towit: 
3 inch extensions, 182 feet 
4 ,, " 8,507 " 
G " " 5,670 " 
8 " " 8,110 " 

10 " " 923 " 
16 ,. " 1,537 " 
2� H h !lO ,, 

30 " 700 " -- 25,839 feet. 

Branching to Fire Hydrants, 1,800 " 

ToTAr. 27,639 feet, 

Equal to 5 miles and 413 yards, which, with the quantity 

previously laid, makes the total extent of Main Pipes 42 

miles and 413 yards. 

The Superintendant reports the ad\·antage gained by the 

new connection ·with thC' Engine from the Ri\·er and :i.\lound, 

as being equal to 100 per cent. The Engine is capable of 

pumping double the amount of water that was raif'ed through 

the former connections in the same time, without an increased 
consumption of fuel and "ith less wear and tear (the friction 

being greatly reduced) than hcl'ore. 

The Engineer reports that the old Engine, which is occa

sionally used, might be rendered much more usC'!'ul, if fur
nished with a new set of Double Acting Pump;:, and esti

mates the cost at 82,500. By this imprO\·ement a saving in 

fuel will be effected and in case of accident to thC' new En
gine, it will be competent to raise the necessary supply of 
1water. 

During the past summer, the complaints of an insufficiency 

of \Yater in portions of the City, were very general. Meas
ures have been proposed and the work will soon be com

menced with a view of increasing the supply. The work to 
be undertaken consists in making an Outlet or Etnuent, feed

ing a 24 inch Main, to be extended from tlic Reservoirs along 

Market Street and Felicity Road to the head of Magazine 

Street, where it will unite with the Principal Feeder by which 

the City is supplied. It is expected that "·hen this work is 

completed, all portions of the City having the benefit of the 

Pipes, will be favored with a generous supply. The cost 

of this work is estimated at $20,000. The Pipes are being 

landed and the work will be commenced without delay.
This work is rendered absolutely necessary by the large 

amount of Water required for public purposes. 

HISTORIC N W O LEANS COLLECTION 

WILLIAMS RESEARCH CENTER 

4 0 CHARTRES ST N W ORLEANS LA '10 

FOR STU)Y 

PUBLICJ'\TI 

WITHOUTS 

OSES uNLY 

PROHIBITED 

PERMISSION 



6 

The Superintendnnt asks for au appropriation of $3.000 
to conlitruot n. Cu]Yct-t for th<' couvcynnce of the Rcdiinent to 
the H.iYer, in plnce o l' the Comp:my\; lot ns n.t present . The 
lotlgmont ol' soil in the Strrets in tho vicinity of the Basins, 
is justly rPgnnlcd a nuisance. 

'!'he stock o f' :i\fain Pipe�. brnnchos, &c. 011 hand and order
ed, ·will C"{ll'ncl about 3 mik-i, and it ii; the intention of the 
Compan�· to lay th<'m dlll'ing thC' 1•nsuing year. 

The n:-scts or the Bn,nking Dt'partment considered good is 
about $70,000, and although the remai nd<"r a ppcn r desperate 

it is not improbable bnt more ,nay in pl'Ogrr.ss of time be 
realized, 

7 

Outstanding Liabilities of Water Works Department, 

For Pipes, Branches, Stop Cocka, Fire Plugs, &c., including invuic�s not yet 
received, .................................................................. $16,891 00 

Stock ordered for private service, ... . . ..... ....... ... .. . ... . . . .... . . ....... ... 9.12 00 
Balance uncalled for of the Dividend declared this year............... 6,368 00 
Sundry bills for Coal, &c. &c .... ......... ......... ,... .. ... .. ...... .. .. .. .. 1,658 0-l 

825,859 04 

Comparative Table of Water Rents to 31st Dec. 1860 

For 1837, ........................ , .................. S tiil 6 46 

183b, ............................................. 17,027 29 
1839, ............................................. 27,93S 89 
1840, ....................... ...... ................ 34,622 88 
1841, ............................................. 44,927 01 
1842, ............................................. 49,944 08 
1843, ........... ................................. 49 ,796 07 

184-1, ............................................. 56,687 18 
1845 , ............................................. 58,263 11 
l 846, ............................................. 62,866 38 
1847, ............................................. 70,685 94 
1 848 , ............................................. 70,342 05 
18..J9, ............................................. 70,562 84 
1850, ............................................. 89,819 83 

GRAND TOTAL, ..................... $712,300 01 

Means and Estimates for 1851. 

Cash on band 1st January, 1851, ........................ ..................... $ 1,528 GR 
Revenue from Water Rents for 1851, esLimated at ...................... 100,000 01 
Expected from the Banking Department, ........................ ......... . 30,000 00 
Fixture Bills due and unpaid, and stock on hand,...................... 9 ,4!J8 75 

�141,027 43 
Ltss-Expenscs: for Salaries, Coals and Incidentals, l $23 000 00 support of Slaves, &c., ............ � ' 

Outstanding liabilities, as above, ................... 25,859 04- 48 ,859 04 

Leaving the sum of.. ............................ $92,168 39 
to be applied, 1st ton Dividend-18 ,877 shares, l ... $66 069 50

(@ THREE DOLLARS AND A IIA.LF <If SI1ARE1 � ' 

Balance for Improvements, &c.... . .. ........ ..... ...... . 26,098 69 

892,168 39 
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