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Act No. 0.) s. B. No. l—By Mr. Cage.

‘ AN ACT

To make effective the vote and levy of the special tax by the

property taxpayers of the city of New Orleans for water,

sewerage and drainage purposes by authorizing the capi

talization of said tax by the issuance of fifty year bonds

of the city of New Orleans. under certain conditions and

with certain privileges and restrictiOns. providing for the

payment of the principal and interest thereof, f0“ the dis

position of the. said bonds and the proceeds thereof. and

defining the powers and duties of the Board of Liquidation

with reference thereto; by constituting. and establishing

a Sewerage and \Yater Board for the city of New Orleans,

and defining. its powers. duties. rights and obligations with

reference to the public. the (‘ity Council, the Board of

Liquidation, and the Drainage (‘onnnission. and vice versa;

by authorizing the city of New Orleans, through said

board, to acquire all necessary p"operty rights and fran

chises by purchase. construction or expropriation. either

‘ within or without the city, necessary and proper for her

public systems of sewerage and water and in such case to

assume as part of the purchase price existing mortgages

on said property. and to provide for the payment of the

principal and interest of such assumed debts; and to pro

vide for the violation of said act.

\Vhereas, due notice of this act has been published in the city

of New Orleans for more than thirty days prior to its in

troduction into the General \Assembly. and due evidence

thereof has been exhibited in the General Assembly.

And Whereas, on June ti, 1899, the property taxpayers 01' the

city of New Orleans in due form of law Voted a special tax

of two mills on the. dollar for forty-three years, beginning

with the year 1899. upon certain conditions set forth in the

property tali'payers-~ petition. made the basis of said elec

tion. the proceeds whereof are to be exelusivcly‘ devoted

in such ratio as may be required to the following purposes

of pelmanent public improvement, to-wit:

1. To acquiring title by the city by construction, or purchase.

or both, to a system of waterworks. to the extension thereof

throughout the city. inclusive of the Fifth District, and to

the purification of the water sopply therefrom.
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q-. To the construction throughout the city, inclusive of the

Fifth District, of a free sewerage system, with free water

therefor, the title whereof shall be in the city.

3. To the completion of the public drainage system of the city

of New Orleans, inclusive of the Fifth District, now in pro

cess of construction.

And Whereas, the Common Council of the city of New Or

leansdid by Ordinance No. 15,391, C. S. approved June 22,

1899, levy the said tax upon the said conditions, and pro

vide for the establishment of said public systems of sew

erage and water.

And “'hereas, the said conditions so imposed upon the said

tax require legislative action to make them thoroughly

effective so that the purposes of said tax levy may be fully

carried ( ut;-~—

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the

State of Louisiana, that subject to the ratification of the peo

ple of the State of Louisiana, by an amendment to the Consti

tution of the State, the Whole proceeds of the special tax of

two mills voted by the property taxpayers of the city of New

Orleans on the sixth day of June, 1899, on the basis of the

assessed values of the city of New Orleans for the year 1899,

added to the proceeds, on the same basis, of one half the sur

plus of the present one per cent. debt tax. levied by virtue of

'Article 314 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana of

1898, shall be capitalized by issuing the bonds of the city of

New Orleans, to be styled the “Public Improvement Bonds of

the City of New Orleans,” dated July 1, 1900, having fifty years

to run, hearing as low a rate of interest as can be negotiated

for. but not in any event to exceed 4 per cent. per annum,

which bonds are to be sold only as needed, at not less than par

and accrued interest, and the proceeds thereof applied exclu

sively to the purposes above set forth. The proceeds of the two

funds aforesaid shall be applied by preference in each year to

the payment of the interest on said bonds, and any surplus

remaining after the payment of such interest, and all arrears

of interest, may be used, less 20 per cent. reserve from each

year's surplus. in extending and completing the public works

aforesaid. Whenever the aggregate of the surplus aforesaid

shall equal a sum sufficient to pay one-half the annual interest

on the bonds aforesaid, then no such surplus shall be reserved

as long as the amount of this aggregate remains intact; and

this reserve shall be.used only when necessary to insure the

prompt and regular payment of interest on said bonds. So

'-much of the special tax to be levied in the year 1899 as may

be necessary shall be used in such acquisitions of property,

preliminary investigations, surveys and experiments as the

"Sewerage and Water Board,” hereinafterconstituted, may in

their judgment find necessary and proper to enable them to

plan. devise and prepare to contract for the construction of

the permanent public works aforesaid. Said bonds shall con
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tain a clause authorizing the city of New Orleans, after July

1, 1942, to call and pay the principal of the same at par and ac

crued interest, in such manner and form as it may deem best

The interest on said bonds after July 1, 1941., and the principal

thereof shall be paid by the levy after the year 1942 of the 1

per cent. debt tax aforesaid until all the principal and inter

est said bonds are fully and finally paid, and the proceeds of

said 1 per cent debt tax are specially dedicated to said pur

pose on and after July 1, 1942. In case there should be in any

year a deficiency in the funds aforesaid to pay the full interest

upon all of the bOnds outstanding. such deficiency of interest

shall be funded into bonds of such denominations as may be

found convenient, bearing. the same rate 01' interest as the

original bonds, and having a torm to run equal to the balance

of the term on the original bonds, but subject to call at will

by the city of New Orleans; and in case any such bonds are

issued they shall be stamped across their face “‘fntei'est Fund

ing Bonds issued subject to immediate call;” and all surplus

revenues thereafter arising from said taxes shall be applied to

the retirement of such bonds numerically as fast as such sur

plus accrues. Said interest funding bonds shall have all the

guarantees and securities provided for the original bonds in

said Ordinance "So. 15,391, C. S. and in this act for their pay-

ment, principal and interest.

Sec. 2. -Be it further enacted, etc., That as soon as consti

tutional authority above mentioned for issuance of said bonds.

is obtained, it shall be the duty of the Board of Liquidation of

the City Debt, at the expense of the special tax fund in their

possession, to advertise for sixty days in London, Amsterdam,

New York, Chicago and New Orleans, for sealed proposals to

buy the “hole issue of said bonds, to-wit: Twelve millions bear

ing 4-per cent, or fourteen millions bearing 3 1-2 per cent, or

sixteen millions bearing 3 per cent, the purchaser or pur

chasers to take the bonds from time to time. on sixty days’

notice, and pay the cash therefor as the exigencies of the Sew_>

eran and Water Board may require; and it shall accept the

bid or bids, or aggregate of bids or parts of bids covering the

whole issue, not less than par and accrued interest, that agrees

to take such bonds at the best price and the lowest rate of in

terest; such acceptance, however, shall be subject to the rati

cation of the City Council by a formal ordinance. Both the

Board of Liquidation and the Council shall have power to

reject any and all bids and to rcadvertisc for new bids in the

manner above .provided.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, etc. That when the rate of

interest which said bonds are to bear has been fixed by the

bid aforesaid. and the acceptance thereof by the City Council.

the ioard of Liquidation shall cause said bonds to be engraved

of proper design. at the cxpense of the special tax fund in their

possession. Said bonds shall be of denomination of $1000 each,

payublc in lawful money of the I‘nited States. with semi;

annual interest coupons annexed. payable January 1, and July
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1. They shall he signed by the Mayor and Comptroller of the

city of New Orleans. and countersigned by the president or

vice tresident and Secretary of the Board of Liquidation of the

(‘ity Debt. They may be registered and released from registry

under the rules and regulations prescribed by said Board of

Liquidation. and no registered bond shall be negotiable. Like

other city bonds, they shall be exempt from all taxation, State,

parish and municipal, and the tutors of minors and curators

of intei'dicts shall be authorized to invest the funds in their

' hands in such bonds.

Sec 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That inasmuch as the

surplus of the 1 per cent. debt tax aforesaid has heretofore by

Act No. 114 of the Acts of 1896, and Act No. 63 of the Acts of

1898, been devoted exclusively to drainage purposes, and the

Drainage Commission, constituted by said acts, has issued

bonds. callable after December 1, 1899, payable out of said

fund. there shall be sold and delivered as aforesaid. as soon as

possible, Public Improvement Bonds enough to provide for the

retirement of said drainage bonds, and the first funds that

reach the hands of the Board of Liquidation from the sale of

said public improvement bonds shall be exclusively and sa

credly devoted to the payment and retirement of said outstand

ing drainage bonds, and any other debts created by the Main

age Commission against said fund, so as to free the said sur

plus of the 1 per cent. debt tax from all lawful claims and de

mands thereon. in order that the fi‘edicatiOn of said funds to the

purposes of this act may have full force and efiect.

On and after the adoption 'of the Constitutional Amend

ment aforesaid, the Drainage Commission shall not issue or

dispose of any more bonds under the acts aforesaid. and when

the bonds issued by it have been retired as aforesaid. the pro

ceeds of the sale of all franchises now reQuired by law to inure

to said commission shall revert to the city of New Orleans, to

be used for permanent public improvements. After the pas

sage of this act the Drainage Commission shall make no con

tracts payable out of the bonds issued or to be issued by it

or payable out of the half surplus of the 1 per cent. tax for the

extension of the drainage system beyond those now made.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Board of Liq

uidation of the City Debt shall immediately deposit the. pro

ceeds of the sale of the “Public Improvement Bonds" aforesaid,

and the proceeds of the special tax aforesaid and the surplus of

the. 1 per cent. debt tax aforesaid. and of the proceeds of

the 1 per cent. tax after July 1. 1942. with the fiscal agent of

the city of New Orleans, 01' if the fiscal agent is not satisfactory

in the opinion of the Board of Liquidation. with a chartered

depositary selected by the. Board of Liquidation. with the ap

proval of the City Council, to the credit of a special fund called

the “Public Improvement Fund." and said Board of Liquida

tion are specially charged with the payment of the interest and

principal of the bonds aforesaid.
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All payments made by the “Sewerage and Water Board,”

aforesaid, are to be made in the form of warrants or drafts on

the “Board of Liquidation of the City Debt,” setting forth the

amount thereof, the person to whom payable and the purpose

for which the payment is made; and the said Board of Liquida

tion is hereby charged with the duty of taking care that no

irregular, or improper or unlawful payments are made out of

said special tax fund. Said Board of Liquidation shall have no

authority or right to use or to pay out any portion of said spe

cial tax fund, or the half‘surplus of the said 1 per cent. debt

tax, for any purpose whatever, except for the purposes specially

designated in this act.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, etc., That the powers, duties

and functions of the Board of Liquidation of the City Debt as

set forth in Act N0. 110 of the Acts of 1890, shall continue in

full force, until the bonds authorized by this act are fully and

finally paid and retired, and all the provisions of said act with

reference to the. power and duty of said Board, in certain con

tingencies, to levy and collect the said special tax of 1 per cent.

are hereby extended to the said special tax of two mills. and to

the said 1 per cent. debt tax, after the year 1942; an: said taxes

and their proper levy and collection, are hereby declared to be

the vested right of all the holders of bonds issued under this

act; provided, that nothing in this act shall be construed so as

to authorize or empower the Board of Liquidation or any other

body to levy and collect the said special tax of two mills after

the year 1942.

Sec. 7. Be. it further enacted, etc., That said Board of

Liquidation shall semi-annually, the 1st of January and the 1st

of July, of each year, present to the City Council a detailed re

port of all receipts and disbursements coming into its hands

under the provisions of this act.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, etc., That for the purpose

of constructing, controlling. maintaining and operating the

public water system and public sewerage system of the city of

New Orleans. there is hereby organized and constituted a

“Sewerage and Water Board,” to be composed of the members

of the Drainage Commission as now constituted, and a Citizen

property taxpayer possessing property assessed in his own

name and situated in the city of New Orleans of two years‘

previous residence in each of the seven municipal districts of

the city of New Orleans, to be appointed by the Mayor for

twelve years, with the consent of the Council. The first ap

pointment to be made under this act shall be one for two. one

for four, one for six, one for eight, one for ten, one. for twelve,

and one for fourteen years, so that one new commissioner will

be appointed every two years; and on the expiratiOn of each

commissioner's term his successor shall be appointed for twelve

years. All vacancies shall be filled by appointment by the

Mayor,with the consent of the Council. for the unexpired term.

In case any taxpayer member of the Sewerage and Water
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Board shall be elected to any ol’fice, 'or receive any appointment

which would make him a member of the Drainage Commission,

or shall remove his residence from the district from which he

was appointed, or shall cease 'to be a property taxpayer, hlrS

membership of said board as such taxpayer shall be ipso facto

vacated, and his successor shall be immediately appointed as

aforesaid; provided, however, that no person who is a stock

holder or bond holder in any sewerage or water-works company

shall be eligible by appointment to said board.

In case any additional memberships are hereafter added to

the Drainage Commission as now constituted, the incumbents

thereof shall not constitute part of said board; and in case any

of the present memberships of the said Drainage Commission

are stricken therefrom the said board shall remain diminished

by such reduced membership; provided, however, that the

Mayor of the city and the chairman of the three city commit

tees of finance, budget, and water and drainage, and the presi

dent and one designated member of the Board of Liquidation

shall always be members of said board. even it' they should be

excluded from the Drainage CommissiOn, or the said commis

sion should be abolished.

The said “Sewerage and Water Board" shall be appointed

and organized immediately after the passage of this act, and

shall forthwith proceed to execute the powers granted to and

duties imposed upon it so far as the same can be done before

the constitutional authority aforesaid can be obtained. It shall

make rules fixing its own meetings and procedure, and these

rules shall be changed only by the vote of twelve members at a

regular meeting.

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted. etc., That the members of

said board shall be removrd frOm office only in the manner and

for the causes enumerated in Articles 217 and 222 of the State

Constitution.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Mayor of the

City of New Orleans shall be Ex-Ot’ficio President of said board

and said board shall elect some competent and responsible per

son as Secretary, who shall receive a salary of $1800 a year,

which may be increased with the consent of the City Council.

He shall hold office subject to the pleasure of the board. No

member of said board shall receive any salary or compensation

whatever for his services, except actual traveling expenses

incurred at the request of. and for the benefit of the board.

The board shall have power to elect one of its members Presi

dent pro-tempore, who shall act in the absence or disability of

the President.

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, etc., That all meetings of

said board shall be held in the City Council chamber, and shall

be open and public, and all of its transactions still be recorded

in the minutes thereof to be kept in writing by the Secretary;

and its records shall be public records. Nine members thereof

shall constitute a quorum.

Board to be ap‘

uinttd and or an

izoJ immediate y.

Has power to fix

meetings and make

rules, etc.

How members of

Sewerage ard Wa

ter Bonld shall be

removed from ofllco,

Ofiioers of said

b md. Mayor tobe

president. Presi

dent, pro tempore

and secretary to be

elected. Salary of

secretary.

Meetings of board

and quorum.



22

General su rin

tendent and oard

of Advisory Engin

061‘5.

Employees of

board, manner of

BPPOiLtmOIIL and

(lBGllfll‘gG. Civil

service rules and

exceptions thereto.

Attorn eyahip of

board.

Power to ac utre

plant land franc hues

of water and serve:

age plants and le

utrictlons thereof.

How to be p ad for.

City may assume

outstanding mort

gages as part of

price,

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, etc., That said board shall

elect a competent and skilful engineer as general superintend

cut and shall fix his salary, and shall from time to time define

his duties and powers. He shall hold office during the pleasure

of said board. It shall also have power to organize and employ

a board of advisory engineers in order to arrange and devise

an etiicient public sewerage system in this City, and an adequate

public water supply of pure water, and to fix the compensation

of such advisory board.

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, etc., That the said board

shall have power and authority to emlploy all the necessary

clerks, engineers, firemen and other skilled and unskilled em~

ployecs necessary and proper to the efficient administration,

ope'ation and control of the said public sewerzge and said

public water system. All such employees, except unskilled

laborers, shall be appointed only after they have passed the

civil service examination by the Civil Service Commissioners

of the Cityof New Orleans. They shall hold their positions

during good behavior, and shall he removed only for cause and

after hearing by the Civil Service Commission. The general

superintendent shall have. authority to suspend an employee

for cause until trial before the commission. Nothing herein

shall be. construed as preventing the board from dispensing

with the services of unnecessary employees. Civil service rules

shall not apply to the. Secretary. the General Superintendent

or to the Advisory Board oi Engineers.

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, etc., That the. City Attor

ney of the city of New Orleans, shall be the legal adviser of

said board, and said board shall have no power or authority

to employ counsel unless some question shztll arise between it

and the city of New Orleans. The City Attorney shall receive

as compensation for his services to said board the sum of

($2500.00) tvventy five hundred dollars per annum payable

<monthly out of the funds of said board up to the first day of

May 1902, when said salary shall cease. If the legal business

of the board shall become of sufficient magnitude to require

it, it shall be the duty of the Council, on the request of the

board. to authorize tl'." City Attorney to appoint with the ap

proval of the City Council, a special assistant for this purpose,

whose salary shall be fixed by the board and paid out of its

funds, and shall not eXCecd the sum of thirty-five hundred

dollars per annum.

Sec. Be it fu‘ ther enacted. etc., That said board shall

have power, by a vote of twelve of its members, to acquire in

the name and for the benefit of the city of New Orleans the

plant and f'ai'ichiscs of any water or sewerage companies in

the. city of New Orleans, but no contract for that purpose shall

be valid until *atified by ordinance of the Common Council of

the city of New Orlears. In case no agreement can be reached

between said board :ll‘d the City Council on the one side, and

the representatives of the said companies on the other, as to the
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price to be paid said companies for their property and fran

-chises, and it shall become necessary for the city of New Or

leans to expropriate the same, the price to be paid on such ex

propriation shall be paid by said board out of the proceeds of

the bonds aforesaid. The outstanding mortgage bonds of

such companies may be assumed by the city as part of the

price. Nothing. in this act shall be held to affect the. right of

~either the State of Louisiana or the city of New Orleans in the

pending litigation against the New Orleans Waterworks, Com

pany, or the New Orleans Sewerage Company.

See. 16. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in case any of the

outstanding mortgages upon the property mentioned in the

foregoing: section are. assumed by the city of New Orleans as

part of the purchase price thereof. the city shall in the ordi~

nance of assumption, make provision for the payment of the

interest and sinking fund of said debts out of the water rates

to be collected by the said Water and Sewerage Board. The

'(Jity Council shall further have power to extend and renew and

refund said mortgage debts, with the concurrence of said “’a~

ter and Sewerage Board; but both bodies are prohibited from

increasing the amount of any assumed mortgage or from put

ting any additional mortgage debt on said property, or from

mortgaging any water or sewerage plant that may be con

structed.

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whenever it be

comes necessary to expropriate any preperty conVenient or nec

essary for the public works aforesaid. it shall be the duty of

the City Attorney. on the request of said board, to institute

(such proceedian in the name of the city of New Orleans, and

to acquire the title to all such property in the name of said

“city; and the title to all the public works aforesaid. constructed

by said board, and to all property of every kind and nature, real

or personal, purchased or in any way acquired by said board,

shall be vested in the city of New Orleans, and said board shall

have full authority to expropriate any property in any of the

parishes adjoining the parish of Orleans that it may find con

venient and necessary for the proper execution of the powers

herein granted to it, and to extend its works into such parish

for the benefit of the city of New Orleans, and to have jurisdic

tion and authority in such parish over said works therein sit

uated. -

Sec. 18. Be it further enacted. etc., That it shall be the

duty of the said board so to plan, adjust and arrange the said

public sewerage and public water systems as to make the same

conform to, and as to prevent conflict with. the present ap

proved plans of the Drainage Commission; provided that noth

ing contained in this section shall in any manner aifect the

apportionment provided for in Section 27 of this act.

Sec. 19. Be. it further enacted. etc., That all persons. firms

and corporations that have under and by virtue of any grants

'heretofore made. express or implied, laid mains, pipes or con
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duits. or constructed any railroads, buildings. works or struct

ures of any kind in. on or over the public streets. shall be com

pelled at their own cost and expense. to shift or adjust their

said mains. etc.. to the exigencies of said public sewerage and

public water systems.

Sec. 20. Be it further enacted. etc., That the aid board

Poweroumrdm shall have full power and authority to make all needful

"mm" “mm” rules and regulations for the use of the said public‘systeni of

and free water sup‘

|,106108600l8- 1" I r1 1 L n y .' ,
goals'ewnand pm scvieiagt and the frte water supply furnished therewith, and

vidingponaltiesfor to prevent the obstruction thereof or int~rference therewith
{.‘ngiflt-J’rf fil‘fd or damage thereto, and to compel all premises in the city of

R3?“ BM“! °f New Orleans to be. connected with said system, and to compel

the closing and discontinuance of all other sewers, and all

vaults, cess-pools, privies, water closets, urinals. foul water

drains. and outlets for any kind of fluid material whatever; and

any violation of the rules and regulations s0 established by said

board and duly promulgated in the Official Journal, shall be

punished by a fine not exceeding $25 for each offence, or by im

prisonment not exceeding thirty days for each offence or by

both, in the discretion of the court having jurisdiction of the

ofi'encc. So much of such fines as may be inflicted for the viola

tion of the‘ rules pertaining. to the sewerage system shall revert

to the (‘ity Health Authorities. Nothing. in this act shall be

construed as taking away the existing inspecting and super~

visory power of the. Board of Health of the City of New Orleans,

over the sanitary conditions of premises.

Sec. 21. Be it further enacted. etc.. That the said Board.

Power ofboard to shall have power to fix the rates to be charged private consum

i

?.§“'::‘.3l‘°‘i.fi.{,‘;l§f ers. of water, and to collect the same from all persons who use

i’é‘ffpgom'filca water (except for sewerage purposes only) from the public wa

m"? “11‘” "Pd '4’ ter supply of the city of New Orleans except the. city of New

puniin violsti mi of . . . . . .

tho same. Orleans and her public institutions, such as Jails. schools, etc.,

the (‘harity Hospital. the Touro Infirmary. the House of Good

Shepherd. Soldiers' Home, Hotel Dieu. the. Louisiana Retreat.

the Southern University and all orphan asyluiiis and homes for

aged and infirm. These charges shall be based. as far as possi

ble. upon the actual amount of water consumed, shall be equal

and uniform for each grade or class of customers, and shall be

framed so as to cover only the actual cost of the maintenance

of the said public water system. inclusive of interest and sink

ing funds of any assumed mortgage bonds on said property,

and of the furnishing of tlit- public and private. water supply.

Said Board shall have further power to make reasonable rules

and regulations for the use and consumption by such pay cus

tomers, and by such free consumers of the. y'ater supply fur

nished them. and to prevent the. obstruction of. interference

with or damage to the pipes, mains and other appurtenance of'

said water system. and any violation of such reasonable rules

and regulations so established by said Board. and duly proinul~

gated in the official journal. shall be punished by a fine not

exceeding for each offence, or by imprisonment not exceed
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ing thirty days for each offence, or by both, in the discretion

of the court having jurisdiction of the offence.

Sec. 22. Be it further enacted, etc., That all funds received

by the said board from water rates, and from the city of New

Orleans, by appropriation from its treasury, shall be deposited >

to the credit of the said board as collected, with the fiscal agent

of the city of New Orleans. and shall not be paid out except

upon duly adopted resolutions of appropriation, promulgated

in the ofiicial journal, and upon checks signed by the President

and the Secretary of said board, and countersigned by the

chairman of the Finance Committee of the City of New Orleans.

Sec. 23. Be it further enacted, etc., That all supplies and

materials required by said board for the conduct, operation,

maintenance and repair of said public systems of sewerage and

water shall be purchased on detailed written specifications as

to grade, quality and amount from the lowest bidder under

sealed proposals, who can give. the required bond to comply

with the contract at public adjudication. after at least ten days’

notice in the oflicial journal of the city of New Orleans. In

every case it shall have power to reject all bids and advertise

for new bids. In case of emergency the General Superintend

ent can, with the written consent of the President pro tempore

of the board and of the Mayor of the city. contract a. bill for

such supplies and material not exceeding $500 in amount. but

all such bills so contracted must be reported. with the reasons

therefor, to the next meeting of the board, otherwise the board

shall not pay the same. In the purchase of all supplies and

material, preference shall be given to home merchants and

manufacturers, all conditions being equal. All contracts for

repair or renewal work not executed by the regular employees

of the board, shall be similarly let to the lowest bidder, after

similar advertisement, with the same right of rejection.

Sec. 24. Be it further enacted, etc., That all contracts for

the construction of the said public systems of sewerage and

water shall be let to the lowest bidder by sealed proposals or

by public auction, as the board may determine, after at least

sixty days’ advertisement in two newspapers in the city of New

Orleans, on detailed plans and specifications, one of which

specifications shall always be that the contractor shall give

bond with some surety company authorized to do business in

the State of Louisiana, satisfactory to the board, in a sum of

at least 25 per cent. of the estimated amount of his bid for the

faithful performance of his contract; and in case the work esti

mated by said specificatiom shall need the sum of 550.000,

bids for the same shall be similarly advertised-in New York

and Chicago. as well as in the city of New Orleans. Every such

contract exceeding $25,000 in amount shall be approved by

resolution of the City Council before the same shall be opera

tive and binding on the said board. In every case the board

shall have power to reject all bids and readvei tise for new bids.

Sec. 25. Be it further enacted. etc. That no member of

said board shall ever be interested directly or indirectly, in any
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contract, or in the losses or profits of any contract for labor,

supplies, material or construction made by said board, nor for

six months after the termination of his connection with the

board under the penalty of dismissal from said commission and

the absolute nullity of said contract; nor shall any member of

said board ever be surety for any contractor, or ofiicer, 0r em

ployee of the board. under a. similar penalty. In case any mem

ber of said board shall be director or stockholder in any corpo

ration, or shall be agent for any person. who may be. pecu

niarily interested in any subject before the board. he shall not

at any meeting of the board. or of any of its committees, discuss

or vote on any such subject.

Sec. 26. Bc it further enacted. etc.. That in all contracts

made and executed by said board for the construction or repair

of said public systems of scwe 'ape and water, there shall be

contained a clause that the contractor shall give the preference

in employment to bona tide residents of the city of New

Orleans. both as skilled and unskilled laborers. and shall not

employ any non-resident laborers. skilled or unskilled (except

confidential clerks. chief enginccrs and head superintendents).

as long as any resident labor is ready. willing and able to do

the work required; that the. penalty for each violation of this

clause shall be the forfeiture of the sum of $23 for each person

so unlawfully employed. to be deducted by the board from the

contract price due the contractor; and that the general super

intendent of said board shall have. the authority to dismiss all

persons employed in violation of this clause. Provided that

this clause shall not apply to skilled mechanics and machinists

brought to the city of New Orleans by the. manufacturers of

machinery solely for the purpose of erecting and testing. the

same.

No person shall be considered a bona fide resident of the

city of New Orleans under this clause. of this act unless he has

actually resided in the city of New Orleans for six months prior

to his employment.

All the permanent employees of said board. who are re

quired to be appointed after civil service examination. shall be

of good moral character. and bona fide residents of the city

of New Orleans to - at least one year prior to their appointment.

Said board shall have power. and it shall be. its duty to demand

and require bonds with 900d and sufficient surety for the. faith

ful performance of their duties from all of its employees who

handle money or material. or who fill positions of responsibility.

Sec. 27. Be. it further enacted, ctc.. That said board shall

have. power to a} portion the proceeds of said Public Improve

ment Bonds, and the s-ti-pliis of said taxes. among the. three

objects aforesaid—water. sewerage and drainage—but any such

apportionment shall be made by a vote. of twelve members of

the board. exclusive of the Mayor. and shall be also approved

by the Mayor in writing; and in case thlve members of said

board and the Mayor can not agree upon any apportionment.

the matter shall be referred to the City Council, who shall have
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power to make said apportionment. Provided, that no appor

tionment of said funds to drainage purposes shall exceed one

third of the proceeds of said Public Improvement Bonds and

surplus, until the water and sewerage systems are completed.

1 Sec. 28. Be it further enacted, etc., That the City of New

Orleans shall annually in her budget of expenses, provide out

of her alimony by proper appropriation all the funds necessary

and proper, over and above the receipet of said board for

water rates, to maintain and operate in an efficient man~

ner the said public system of sewerage and the ~aid

public system of waterworks, inclusive of interest and sinking

funds of any assumed mortgage bonds thereon. and the said

board shall in the first week in November of each year present

to the Council an estimate of the amount requisite for these

purposes for the following year. No portion of the proceeds

of said public improvement bonds or of the said taxes shall

ever be applied -to the maintenance and operation of said public

system of sewerage, water and drainage, but they shall be used

for construction purposes only.

See. 29. Be it further enacted, etc., That said board shall

not have the power to obligate itself or to create any debt for

construction pulposes in excess of the cash amount of the pro

ceeds of said bonds, and the surplus of said tax, and all such

{debts and obligations in excess of the actual cash amount of

these funds shall be absolutely null and void, and of no effect;

nor shall the said board, in any year, have the power to spend

any sum of money, or to create any debt for the maintenance

and operation of said public system of sewerage and water in

excess of the actual revenue of that year, and all such debts and

obligations in excess of the actual revenue of that year shall be

absolutely null and void, and of no effect. The surplus revenue

of one year may be carried forward and added to the revenue

of the following year; but no contract or expenditures of any

kind shall ever be made in anticipation of any surplus of either

construction or maintenance fund.

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all connections

with the sewerage and water mains of the two public systems

aforesaid shall be made as the cost of the said board from the

said mains to the edge of the foundations of the buildian on

the property line. or if there are no foundations on the property

line, then to the property line itself, and from that point on,

they shall be made. at the cost and expense of the owner of the

property.

Each owner shall have the right to contract for the putting

in of all such connections as he is chargeable with, but all such

work shall be done under the rules and regulations, and subject

to the inspection and control of'said board. The board shall

take separate bids from contractors for putting all property

holder’s connections and sewerage. fixtures. leaving to each

property holder the right to require the Work in his premises

to be done by such contractor at the bid price, or to employ

some one else for that purpose.
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Sec. 31. Be it further enacted, etc., That said board shall

have the right to use the power supplied by the central power

station of the Drainage Commission for all the necessary and

convenient purposes of said public. sewerage and water sys

tems, and it shall be the duty of the Drainage Commission to

furnish such power on demand and free of charge. But in case

the demand for power for these purposes on the Drainage Com

mission shall be such as to require the installation of additional

machinery, the cost of such installation shall be charged to

the funds apportioned for water, or for sewerage, Or for both,

as the case may be, and not to the funds apportioned for

drainage.

Sec. 32. Be it further enacted, etc., That on the first of

January and the first of July of each year it shall be the duty

of the said board to make to the City Council, in writing a full]

and detailed report of its acts, doings, receipts, and expendi

tures.

See. 33. Be it further enacted, etc., That the centracts for

the above works shall be let in such a manner as to cover the

whole city, the Fifth District included, at the. same time, and

shall be prosecuted in such a manner that they shall be com

pleted throughout the city, the Fifth District included, as far

as possible at the same time.

The words “whole city“ as used in this section shall not be

construed to mean the whole parish of Orleans. but to mean, as

understood by the voters who voted this special tax, that in

habited portion of the city now divided into squares and lots

where the. streets are opened and in use as such, or whenever

hereafter opened and in use.

See. 34. Be it further enacted, etc.' That if the city of

New Orleans can not get proper constitutional authority to

issue the bonds aforesaid prior to January 1, 1901, then the

special tax aforesaid levied shall cease and determine. and the

unexpcnded proceeds thereof for the years 1899 and 1900 shall

be paid over to the Drainage Commission, to be used for drain~

age. purposes. In that contingency. the board constituted by

this act shall be ipso facto dissolved, and all its books, papers,

records. property. etc., shall be taken possession of and held by

the ljn-ainage (fonunission, and this act shall cease to be op

erative in all of its parts and provisions. '

Sec. 35. Be it further enacted, etc., That as it is proposed

to have this act ratified by an amendment to the Constitution,

it is hereby specially declared to be the intent of this act, and of

said ratifying constitutional amendment. that the General As

sembly reserves the right and power to amend this act in'any

respect uot violative of the conditions upon which the, said

special tax was voted by the property taxpayers of the city of

New Orleans and not impairing the vested rights or the con

tract rights of the holders of the bonds issued under its pro

Visions.
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See. 36. Be it further enacted, etc., That all laws and parts Repealing (hum

of laws contrary to, or in conflict with the provisions of this

act be and the same are hereby repealed.

S. P. HENRY,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

R. H. SNYDER,

Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate.

Approved August 18th, 1899.

MURPHY J. FOSTER,

Governor of the State of Louisiana.

A true copy:

JOHN T. MICHEL,

Secretary of State.


