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THE INTRODUCTION OF PURE WATER INTO
THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Few peopie ean appreciate the dilfer-
ence in opinion which prevailed eighty
years asgo about the preper wethod mns
supplying a city with water—whether
by private enterprise or by public con-
trol. What seems so simple s question
upon which theve is little difference of
opinion teoday was then discussed with
marked disagreement and with ne little
animosity at times. In 1845 Lemuel
Shattuek presented the following rea-
sons wlhy the snpply of water should be
furoished by a private company rvather
than by the eity of Boston: [First, this
work ean be done and the water sup-
plied cheaper by a8 private company,
Second, the confrel exercised by the
city would prevent an unjust monopoly
or exiravagant charges, Third, a pei-
vate company could as well afford to
supply water for fires free as the cify.
Fourth, the inereased amount of labor
for salaricd men which would be required
on.the part - of- the city. . I'itth, . control
by a corporation would prevent matters
conuectedd with the water guestion be-
coming an element in the politics of the
city, Sixth, if the water is to be paid
for, the only way to secure payment is
by a private corporation—public control
would result in furnishing the water
free, Seventh, a private corporation
would avoid the constitutional guestion
of taxing people for this object without
their eonsent, These were, he says,
nlso the views of the committee on water
of the city couneil in 1843, of which the
mayor (Martin Brimmer) was chair-
ma,

The leading opponent of the eity of
Cambridge assuming any such responsi-
bility was James Green, who was
supported by John C. Dodge, president
of the common council. Mr, Green's
opposition continued long after the city
had become the owner of the water
works, At an inspection of the works
about 1870, as I. recall the date, the
mayor introduced Mr. Green as the for-
mer mavor under whose administration
the first steps had been taken to suapply
the city with pure water. Mpr. Green,
despite the passage of nearly twenty
years, responded with a vigorous de-
nunciation of the whole project and dis-
claimed any responsibility for it. About

the same time D, Fstos Tlowe, wha
had been treasurer of the water woplks
gave e his version of e controvepgy
with a3 much vigor, T wm sure, as he hay
shown during the acfual controvepsy
it was clear that the purchase by the
city had not quenched the fires of the
old contest, Dotk in Cambridge and jn
DBoston the general introduction of watyy
aroused much discussion and some ani-
mosity upon the part of many prudent
citizens,  Lrvedictions of calamity g
bunkruptey  were freely mwde and g
kinds of estimates of the cost were made
on every s=ide.  In the Cambridge Chyeon-
icle, September 20 IR appeared the
following commmnication:
“The Water Humbug

It is pwow xeriously propoxed to iead
the citizens of Cambridge by degrees to
invelve thewscelves aml the vest genera-
tion in almost hopeless bankruptey by
the gradual adoption of the water pro-

< jeet. T wo could have a fulland -faiy -

statement of the cost awd not the garbled
piecemeal and interested proclamations
continually made we might zo into the
sacrifice with our eyes open, Just let
us all understand, that it witl cost
$3,000000 to bring water into Cam-
bridge and distrinte it so 8s to he of
equal benefit to all and that the simple
interest to be raised by taxation andg
paid auonually is $180,000, and then who
stands veady to ‘walk up to the eap-
tain's office and settle Nobody is fool
enotigh to think it would pay for any
private company to do it; nor arc but
few so green as not to see that the eity
is to be used only as a cat’s paw for a
sick monkey to pull badly roasted chest-
mit out of the fire. It cost $7,000,000
to introduce it into Boston and it is
distributed 35 miles, Cambridge has
about 114 miles of streets and to dis-
tribute it 14 miles only the company
asks $200,000 and probably when they
get that at the present rate of demand
they will want $300,000 more. T ven-
ture to say that good responsible per-
sons ean be found who will for $180,000
arnually pay ail the fire losses above
usual insurance and the city taxes, too,
and then make a good snug sum by the
operation. A resident of this city for
15 years says in his opinien it would not




have cost $15,000 anpually to do it. Now
it gold esnmmot be bought too dear, 1
think water can; and the adoption of
the speculating humbug will prove it to
the entire satisfaction of all tax payers
in general and your humble servant in
particular. Jemima Job,”

The first water introduced into Bos-
ton was from Jamaica pond by the Ja-
maica pond aqueduct which was char-
tered in February, 1705. This was a
limited supply confined to the sonth end
and the greatest nuwmber of water takers
at any time was only about 1500, The
water was converved through pitch pine
logs (two of 4 inch bore, twoe of 3 inch
bore) and T have been told that the logs
were in good condition when they were
uncevered in  building the Tremont
street subway, The movement for the
introduetion of a general supply began
in 1816 but the first setion taken by the
city government was in May, 1825, Un-
tit 1844 diseussion, investigations, peti-
tions to the legislaturce followed but no
action.  Finally in 184 the citizens of
Boston voted 4240 in favor. 2204 against
the selection of Long pond as it was
151(\1[ called but upon the guestion of ac-
copting the act authorizing its use the
"lfl?::“ll!\' refused to accopt by a majority
[ Apainst the opposition of the
epresiitatives from Lowe!l and Fram-
Inghan the legislatuve passed another
;“',' whoh warg aceepted April 13, 1846,
Woa vere of AT yes, M8 nay, Ground
Wi booken Angust 20, 384G, at which
flwe e name wys changed to Take
Cuelitnte aud the water was turned
mio the canduit October 12, 1848, The
;"}”‘"' was 1 hours 25 minotes passing
l}['.ill“_:]j"}“‘ LCorbituate to the Chestnut
m:.l 1;}!\‘ voir, a dlsiﬁnpg of 14 5-8 miles,
el e e h&’ éhc citizens ecommenced
m”\_(s”“‘ —]' 198, The construction of
" 'th-n U‘ls\} amnd the discussions Teading
e result undanbtedly had a strong
o lll}ll.f'e- m awakening the eitizvens of
‘i;lll}]tl :li]dgn .tn 1he .udv:_mtage of an ahuu-

T poly of pure water.
t'dilnl:-‘iql(h.{.m-:lﬂ-(. ‘|)|ri11teld the‘ ‘Eollmying
emda e Angust 2, 1R40: “Cambridge
cols g o | 1. . - -
At the F_(‘_ Uty of .k'nff. mure water,
Tirnlnl‘l_\'luht'.ll::‘-mm'“:m i may ho‘pmu
vty alomo. e nme pm'tzmas of the

- berhans the Jower part of

The e .
roseeond ward and seme parts of tho

thir B -

n-l:nleil{-. . 1|]'"' Beed s hy o means ex-
‘ ~r . .

Some mheed to low or marshy soe-

Bt iy e of the most eligile Joea-
e supply ]r[f"-‘ are aloficient in o vegu-
]"'I"ll'lﬂ!ri OF goud and xoft water.,  As
S Momcreases and the naruval ve-
"xh:mérminv-ﬂmwn upon they  hecome
']""'l'iur-m,.m .lllr\ auality of {he wator
o ""'s';-\ N '1\ t_h(- 'll‘].ﬂlul'_\' of the past
Fruie lf{-rn‘l;m\](‘l‘\f CThe advantazes ae-
wel wady oy 1 W= dntroduetion of jape
urlx;im-i--.\;",fl "annot be estimated, The
Wl il“h!hn“’l & peeuniary poinr of view
Mnl g ‘?."rlf‘ll.‘il-f] valie of onr lands
prahialde “\'l”f"'t_" generally  cause  the
Bifieg o0 ',f'll‘;"’w:: dwindle into insig-

nod - surssion o sl
O #1900 water which may b{‘ ?lsécllll}%g‘:.

washing as well as for culinary purposes
forms no slight inducement for the pur-
chase and improvement of an estate.
Oar position with regard to fire is at
present peculiarly exposed, Our build-
ings are mostly of wood and in some
sections of the city so compactly sita-
ated that there is great reason fo ap-
prehend at some day a sweeping con-
fagration.”

At that period the city was dependent
upon wells for its domestic supply of
water and upon underground reserveirs
for water in case of fire. This water
was most]y too hard for washing clothes
and it was one of my customary er-
rands to bring a bottle of waghing fluid
from the apothecary on Monday to
soften the water. Occasionally the wa-
ter was not satisfactory for drinking
and ir such a ease it was the practice
to drop a little Iime into the well. On
one oceasion a neighbor having been
told that lime would improve his well
water, put a half baree] of lime into the
well with ‘the result "that he pumyed
whitewagh for a week or more. -

The first attempt to supply any part
of the eity of Cambridge with wafer
from the outside was in 1837. Chapter
160, Acts of 1837, iacovporated Willinm
Tisk, Anron Rice and John Skinner un-
der the name of the Cambridgeport
Aaqueduct company for the purpose of
Inaying and maintaining pipes or ague-
ducts from the spring or spripgs of wa-
ter in land formerly of Jonathan Ire-
land at or near Prospect Hill in
Charlestown  into the town of Cam-
bridge. The capital stock was three
hundred shares liable to assesmebt not
excecding one hundred dollars on each
share—a maximum eapital of S30,000,
"Phe corporation was empowered to sell
the privilege of using the water con-
veved by its pipes to any person but
was not allowed to contract for longer
terms than three years at one time with
any one person but was reguired to fur-
ni b waler for the extinguishing of fire
free to the towns of Charlestown and
Cambridge. The benefit of this was
confined to a vervy few individuals and
the supply was too gmall to permit any
extension of the arca supplied. This
water was conveyed by pitel pine logs
prohably such as were used at that fime
in Roslon sud other places, 2 1-2 fect
in diameter. with a bove of 4 or 3 inches,
and the water was delivered to the cel-
lars of the houses supplied. As the
pressure was not sufficient no attempt
was mwade to carry the water above the
rellar.  When wafer was necded it was
drawn through a wooden tap and carried
ap stairs.  The situation of those de-
pendent upan that sunply is described
hr the Chronicle of April 19, 1851: “We
understand that the aqueduct by swhich
the iphahitants of fhe Tower T'ort arc
suppiied with soft warer has been dam-
aged by the recent storm causing a leak
which has nol as ryet been discovered,
v this eatastrophe the inhabitants of
the sertion of the city have been deprived
of their supply of soft water and are




about ns pleasantly situated as Bosten
would be should her Cochituate be sud-
denly cut off.”
A small briek
o Breoadwav
infto  a
later

reservoir was erectel
which was later turned
linuor  saloon  durving  the
vears of license in our  city,
awl is uow located below the railroad,
The property of the corporation was
purchased by the Cambridge water
works in 1861 and was transferred to
the ¢ity of Cambridge upon the purchase
of the water works by the city,

The frst step toward providing & gen-
eral supply of water for the whole city
of (ambridge was a petition in June,
1840, signed by Robert Pouglass and 20
others that a eommittee be appointed
to confer with the city government of
Doston on the subject of conveying the
Cochituate water through Cambridge to
Charlestown, This committee was in-
formed that the city of Boston did not
propose to supply Charlestown from the
source mentioned. This browght a com-
munication in Aungust, 15849, from Joseph
Tinker Buckinghom, cditor of the Bos-
ton Courier, a resilent of Cambridge
living on Quiney street. Mr, Buoeking-
ham was the "Alister TBuckinum” of
Lowell's Biglow Papers of wheom Pae-
son Witbor says: “1 don’t ollers agree
with him but by Time T du tike a fellep
that ain't a Feard,” This letter is the
first time it was publicly prepesed to
draw water from Fresh pond—mprevi-
‘ously Spot pond in Stoneham being the
source considercd—Iargely 1  suppose
beeause Boston had made considerable
investigation of that pond for the sup-
ply of that city. He urged that two
sourees of supply should be carefully
examined before attempting to bargain
with Boston—1'resh pond at a cost of
FON2002, Spot pond in Stoneham at a
cost of $214.137, Ile was the first to
assert in print that Fresh pond was fed
entirely by springs and suggested locat-
ing the rveservoir where it now is on
Highland street. This would furnish an
‘adequate supply to the whole ecity except
HGallows Hill” just north of Linnaean
street. Of thig hill he writes: “As it
is composed of good brick making clay
it is not probable it will be built upon
until #s summit shall have been suffi-
ciently lowered to bring it beneath the
level mentioned.” He further writes:
“Tt may be a question whether water—
from whatever source obtained—shall be
introduced at the expense of the cifty or
by a private corporatien, I am not
aware that there is any want of water in
the first ward, or Old Cambridge, unless
it be to supply reservoirs to be used in
case of fire, I have heard no complaints
from ward three, or Fast Cambridge, If
a large portion of the citizens are al-
ready well suppiied it might be deemed
bv them rather an unjust exaction to be
taxed with a debt contracted for the ac-
commodation of others. A private cor-
poration eould undoubtedly be {ormed
that would supplv customers at a lower
~rate than could be done by the city. But
of this, aond all other matters herein

B

dinangural address: “The attentig

the act was passed without delay.

suggosted, those will jud -
ter nualified than I Jamgem“ bo are LTS
mates and who have mogpe
the rvesult.” 'This lotter oeeuDieq 1
eolumns of the Chronicle gpg is 1.2
ceedingly interesting artiefe— it w a‘n fX-
sidered worth being reprinteg i ¢oa-
cember, 1550, "6 De,
In I8S52, Mayor Steveng SA¥S in pi
L}
last city council was carly c-alier? E]Df tha
subject of introduwcing » plentity] qthe
ply of pure water into the ity I'u‘."
welt known that in large sectiong oft 5
territory, otherwise available for ;.(m-r
dences. or for mechanieal [’]lll‘pg)gg-qesl-
iy impossible to obtain good watey it
the orvdinary manner. To such sm-tinm
espeeially, and, in the opinien of'nm:“f
seientific gentlemen, to the city W

H A Sknep.
ally, the introduction of water by an
aeueduet from some pure source \-\‘nuld

be very beneficial. A great ady

to the city would also l'isult frg;?n;ﬂgﬁ
a supp'y of water for extinguishing fireg
—the want of which bas frequentty rep.
dered the exertions of the fire (]‘epm‘t.
ment ineffectunl. T do net suppnge the
city is yet prepared to undertake suel
a large and expensive work: vet it egp
do no harm fto consult on the wmoxt
practicable method of seenving xo great
a benefit at the smallest expense, so
that whenever the time for action shail
come, the way of procedure may he
plain.”

At this period Gardiner (& Tlubbapl,
(‘harles €. Little, Tstes Tlowe, [supe
Livermove., and their associates seeured
the ineorporation of the gas Iuht com-

pany (1832} the water worls 11352
and the street railway (IS5, From

that date until some tweniv-five yeurs
ago there was continwal covteoversy
and dispute between thé ecitizens of
Cambeidge and some one of fhese cor-
porations. They were all commenced
with insufficient capital., few people hav-
ing much confidence in any of them as
an investment and this lack af capital
tinally compelled the city to purchase
the water works. The provision of the
charter of the water wovks giving the
city the right to purchase the works at
any time made it difficult te sell the
stock., People who wished a supply of
water were in many cases compelled fto
take enough stock to pay for the neces-
sary cxpense of l[aying pipes to their
premises.

Apeil 26, 1832, a petition was pre-
sented to the legislatuve stating “t!}ﬂt
the city of Cambridge is poorly supplied
with pure fresh water as some parts of
the city are but litHe above tide water,
which affects the wells and in some
places it is so thickly settled as to afford
a limited supply. That the city and
your petitioner believe it can onl,v‘be
done by private enterprise,” and asking
to be incorporated for the purpose of
supplyving the city with water. 'I:he city
council waived the necessary notice Ig?td
it~
tle appears to have been donme for the
following year and in April, 1833, a pe-
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tition wag presented to the legislature
by the incorporators that the city of
Cambridge be authorized to subscribe
for part of the stock or to loan money
te the company on the pledge of stock.
The meeting for organization of the cor-
poration was mnot hkeld until May 31,
1853, only 12 or 13 persons being pres-
ent, plthough every person interested in
the work was invited by public adver-
tisements to attend. ‘The same day the
aldermen were notified that the company
proposed to commence laying pipes and
were asked to adopt the necessary regu-
lations to control the work. Jume T,
1853, the company petitioned the eity
council to subscribe for $50,000 stock
or to'loan the company $30,000 on a
pledge of steck to that srmount, Tn its
petition the company say they lave re-
ceived proposals from rvesponsible par-
ties to construct the necessary works
for raising 300,000 gallons of water per
day to a height of S0 feet including o
reservoir to hold two million gallons
Fand the pipes remiired to supply 1000
L consumers at a total cost of $209,000.
“They glse say: “Their purpose is to
extend the pipes from time to time, as
the demands of the citinens shall ve-
Quire.  They do mot intend, or regard it
a8 desirable. to extend them to those
mrte ol the city where the owners of
real estite do not feel interest enpugh
te Tend their aid by taking stock, They
Will Tiobi themselves ready to supply the
Wantx ei the inhabitants, as these wants
shall e indicated by a willingness to
subseriie.”  The potition slso  states
thet 2150000 wortl, of steck has been
;‘”h“""ﬂ"‘d- After much discussion the
‘l’“" was  granted upon the condition
that no maney shoald be paid to the
;‘?l'l_mmn- unti] it shall have actually col-
Rl('trt‘;(:mtflmm its stockholders at least
t'h;u' ) and with the forther provision
Do 1“(’ question be  snbmitted to the
13‘_'{”“':‘(] approved bv a majority of
pm’;"d‘otmﬁ upon it, The loan was ap-
A by the voters, 621 in faver, 80
og ESt.!_uut of o total number of voters
don e lists of 2611. Nothing more was
Deti‘;‘ until July, 1851, when the company
nﬂnlon?d the city for an additional
S1ononn o000 making a total of
ﬂit-i'm.mii A -]'(‘.'\_'Uh‘(: granting this ad-
fnilm-; r.}ml was finally defeated by the
conneil 1, the aldermen and common
The l'?] ﬂ:l.':lk'(‘ upon its adeption.
Wan of Otlrp“ 1';1ti-;nstntenwnts will give an
and those o l‘ude of those in favor
President fl’lm-‘\l?d to the loan. The
. of the commen council (John

C. Dode :
li(\ni'_“dhE) offered the following obhjec-

Ist, T1¢
Ist, L does  not
fource frop which
rf_:)wn would fupp
Ind. he way
} ate
was desirahie,

Syed. . .
ang lahThP present prices for matepinl

appear that the
' the water was to he
ish an adquate supply.
I wes not so pure as

Yeur qor are 30 percent above twn
41i1 .g?—ﬁ\\-mt.until next vear.

then ils; ?l?exﬁtmn Sy, e and
h ¢ Boston supply,

No authority on the part of the

company to take private property—in-
junction liable to prevent drawing wa-
ter.

IMinally, security offered not sufficient
(amount asked for 1-2 the estimated
cost).

To these objectioms the editor of the
Chronicle replies as follows:—

The need of the water is conceded—
the advantage not denied.

The supply from Xresh pond almost
cxhaustless.

The supply is adeguate for present
wants,

Introduction of water from I'resh
pond will not interfere with any future
arrangement the city may wish to make.

Spot pond has advantages but the
supply is limited.

Annexation too far distant to do any
present good,

City is not to be taxed but will re-
ceive taxes from the eompany.

The value of all taxable property awvill
be increased.

Tt will -furnish protection in case of .

fire.

Finally in June, 1853, the company
made a contract for the construetion of
the works and upon July 21 the work
was commenced—the distribution of wa-
ter coinmencing Deecember, 1856. The
contract  provided that the contractor
shonld take the subscriptions for stock
estimated, at 34,900, the city loan of
$30.000 and to assume the balance of
stock necessary to make a total sum of
$215,000 — any  additional allowances
made to him to be payable in stock, TIn
order to obtain this loan of $50,000
granted in 1853 by the city, Estes Howe.
the treasurer, certified that the whole
amount received on the eapital stock
was 190,000 and upwards and  the
whole amount expended is more than
said summ appears by the books of the
company, This certifieate was attacked
by DMayor Green as an evasion of the
condition of the resolve passed by the
city council, The resolve required that
the sum of $150,000 shall have becn
actually collected while the certificaie of
Dr. Howe was that it had been received.
IWhile it would be unjust to accuse the
treasurer of a misstatement., with a
full knowledge of the dizenssion which
had preceded the adaption of the vesolve
and the statewent of the company as
well as the opinions of counsel in the
matter 1 am sure disinterested citizens
will agree with Maror (ireen that the
eertificate did not comply either with the
letter or with the spirit of the resolve.
This iz ecspecially so as the annual re-
wrt of the company showed only
8180500 derived from reapital stock.
I'he controversy was a spirited one and
jts memory lingered long in the minds of
both parties as I have previously men-
ticned, The company begides the veport
of the direclors printed a pamphlet of
23 pages entitled "The Connection of
the City of Cambridge with the Cam-
hridge Water Works as shown by the
City Records” and Mayor Green replied
in a pamphlet of 32 pages printed at




his own expense entitled “Remarks on
the Connection of the City of Cambridge
with the Cambridge Water Works sud
an  the [I'repoxed Purchase of Those
Works be the Citg”

James D Green was a rvewarkable
figure in the politieal life of Cambridge,

From Ina0) to 1840 he was pastor of
the Third Congrogational (Unitarian)

church of East Cambridge.  After his
retiremeut from the ministry he served
for six yvears in the legisiatave, was oune
of the selectimen in IS43—-was olected
mayor upon the adoption of the city
charter for 18HI and INdT. again in
18353 for one year el later for two
vears in 1860 and 1861, Me was also
a eawdidate for mayor in 1550 and W
and declined to be a eandidate in TSN,
IIe was & man ef most decided opiniony
and nof at all mawilling to defend them,
He was not willing to allow the auther-
ity of the wayoer to be undereated and he
held a high counception of the duty of
the mayor. In his first inaugural ad-
dress he snid:  “An imporfant teust has
been reposed in us, et us not be un-
mindful of the ohligation to execute that
trust with strict fidelity. with a single
eye to the public welfare and nnswayed
trom duty by regavd to populac opin-
jon.” With him these were no mean-
ingless  phrases  bhut  standavds to be
strictly adhered to,

fardiner Greeene lubbard, president
of the water works, was the lewding
spirit in starting the water works, the
gus light eompany and the street vail-
e was one of those foreeful men

way.,
who possessed a vision heyoud the pres-
ant, o member of the Boston bar and

largely interested in the development of
real estate in various pavts . of Cam-
bridge and Malden. Like wmany of suelk
men he made ventures without snfficient
capital sud met the dificulties such ae-
tion iz likely to eanse, [t was the in-

sufficient eapital which more than any
other iufluence  finally  compelled  the
transfer of the watcr works after a

stormy existence to the city upon terms
which did not eutively reimburse the
stockhiolders and the same reason caused
muech of the disputes between the citi-
zens and the gas light company and the
street railway.

In 1836 when the company petitioned
for the right to use the water of Spy
pond and Little pond a protest wag made
by more than GO of the prineipal wmer-
cantile and shipping houses of Boston.
stating that “the ice trade is an import-
ant part of the commerce of this city:
that it is intimately connected with the
shipping interests and with the trade to
all the principal southern ports and to
tropical countries, « They are informed
that the greater part of the ice used for
shipping is cut at Tresh and Spy ponds
which ponds are peculiarly available on
aecount of their proximity to the city.”
Remonstrances were also presented from
the selectinen of West Cambridge and
Medford.

The dnnual water rates in 1857 and

faday for dwelling houses weo N
3 20 e g
lows: ) s toi-

1857 1921
Faor Ist fanent 26 34
Plach adil. faneet 2 1
For 1st  water
closet or bath
tiuh ] 3 Tath 1 Cloget

Farh add, wator
closet or hath

tub 3250 Bath 1 Cloeset
Maximum  for ’
privitte  dwel-
ling house a0 15
Tor hase 13 3

There were also the nther rates for
vielons  purpesss s at present oxeept

meter rates. AL that date {1S57) theps
wore W3 water takers supplying (14
tonements,

The diffieultics of the company led it
in 1857 to eonsider two propositions to
inerease its income--one to sapply the
Somerville bleachery, the othor to sun-
ply the eitv of Charvlestown. Both prop-
axitinns were onsosed by the eity conn-
cil, which passed an ovder forbidding the
layineg of any pipes within 30 feet of
the line of the eity and ordering any
nipe thes Taid within that distanee to he
faken up within 20 days.  Thiz resaited
in a request trom the company that the
city wonld  purelase  rhe works, the
vithie to he settled by throe disinterested
parties,  Tn Novewmber, IS37, two peri-
tions slgned by 70 eitizens assessed {op
nearvly $LONGLOMY was prosented to the
city  rouneil king for o genceal meot-
ing of the eitizons to vote upon the fol-
towing question: “Is it expwolient fop
the city to purchase the eovporate prop-
erty of tlte Cambridge water works aml
all  the wrights and privileges of sawl
rorporation af such a price as may be
ugreed upon with said covporation or in
ense of disagreement by threo ecommis-
stoners appointed by the supreme judi-
cinl eourt according to the provisions of
the second section of an act to incor-
porate the Cambridge water works?" J
remonstrance signed by 47 izrns
againzt sueh action was also presented
to the city couneil and finally a general
meeting  was  held Janvary 100 1838
Among the veasons for the purchase it
was urged there is a severe need of wa-
ter whieh is daily inereasing, that the
company coutrols a supply of pure soft
wnter suficient to provide for a popu-
lation of 73000 people: that the works
eqn be enlarged without reconstruction:
that protection from fire will more than
save the entire interest on the cost; that
the company have not the means to
make the neecessary cxtensions; that it
is the duty of the citizens to supply the
need for water: that the water rents will
pay abl expenses besides the saving from
lnss by fire and the increased valuation
of rveal estate and that by arbitration
the company cannot possibly receive
more than the works arve worth. Cau-
cuses were leld in the several wards
prior to the meeting at which the voters
i wards 3, 3 and § voted against the




proposition, and the voters In wards 2
and 4 in favoer. At the general meeting
n motion to adjourn without any action
was carried by a vote of 173 yes, 95 no,
April 7, 1858, the matter was again
breught forward by a petition signed by
Isanc Livermore and 364 others for the
purchase of the water works by the city
and three remoustrances signed by H. XN,
Hovey and 583 others were presented
later. Aay 5 the matter was laid upon
the table after seversl disagreements
between the aldermmen and council “to
put o quietus on the whole subject”
This was foliowed by a petition from the
company in June that the city would re-
mit the intervest on their bonds or a por-
tion thereof which was answered by an
order to pay the company $2000 az a
gratuity in consideration of the use of
water from the hydrants, this amount to
be spent upon the reservoir. 'This pro-
ceeding in later years beecame familiar
to observers of city finances as in the
early years of municipal ownership the
eity paid forr the water supplied to.the
bydramts and fapr other city uses and
the amount varjed with the necessities
of the water board. Affairs coutinued
in an unsatisfactory wax, the ecompany
strogghing along as well as it conld with
ite lack of empital,  Censwmers who
wished to he suppled were required to
buy snfficient stock to pay the cost of
comnections  with  _the nearest naim,
atherwize th company couid not furnish
water. Tt owas only upon such terms
that the company would consider sup-
plving my father's bakers, January 5.
1861, the company published a *‘notice
to I'resh pond water takers”, that “bills
not paid before January 135 would have
ab additional charge of 5 percent, those
not paid before February 1 would be in-
ereased 10 pervent,  If water was turned
off an additiona) charge of 10 percent
and £2 for turning on womld be made.”
In hix inavgural address in January,
1865, Mayor J. Warren Meryill ealled
attention to the necessity of securing a
coplous supply of pure water for euli-
nary, sanitary
and referred to the recent introduction
of steam fire engines which pumped such
® large quantity of water in A continu-
‘,'“'“( Stream.  {The first steam fire engine
:l,l.m,;‘:il',ﬂ']".ldg]"“(“‘:f‘f‘ put into serviee Sep-
0 the i'ﬁ(-'r "i‘]rl_'l(‘n T;u_-. mayor referred
the foy i u'-ltnn m n'i'dgp .wgs one of
ehusetye, \\'hitl ].l;' only ety in Massza-
SEStem of water worle have a complete
diate control ‘:f Thaks under the fmine-
tivs,  Ile ]milz nithe ‘nunieinal aathovi-
entire wagon ‘;ni.“]-h-.‘ the fact that the
pipe 1o inr'}. ’1.:1).,\ came through a main
[ I;‘D“il‘l.l'ﬁl‘: in diameter at a8 low
lmlf'lhe 119(-223 d Supply not equal .t('
Af SO0 fulali e Ty aments of a city
ful (-r_mr:ir]l-r[;Tirln;lmr;kf. He urged 2 care-
posils made € ke t_Jl(- .se\"emi pro-
pond ar from \j\-t;{‘]‘p “me} fl:m” Fresl,
FhEse 0f the walie pond o the pur-
FCHE s sprens ‘It \\(‘:1'1.&-. Duoving that
&l by e oil\'m—{J “ﬂk finally arrived
works by whiei (OUD}J} and the waler
k 1 the city was to purchase

and mechanieal purposes .

the works and the agrecinent was pe-
ferred to the voters for their approval
The estimate of the engineer employed
by the cit~ was that in 1893 the popu-
lation would be 100,000 and the con-
sumption of water 5,000,000 gallons per
day. IJe reported the supply ample to
furnish that amount of water. The de-
feets in the existing works were stated
to'be the low head under which the wa-
ter is supplied, the small size of the dis-
tributing pipes (from 4 to 12 in. pipe)
the imperfect ecirculation and, the small
nmumber of gates for coutrolling the sup-
ply. In concluding their statement ‘‘to
the legal voters of the city of Cam-
bridge"” the joint special committee on
s0 much of the mavor’s address ag re-
lates to the Cambridge water works and
a supply of pure water say: :

“We take it for granted that the true
poliey of the city is to own and control
its supply of water and that sapply
should be regulated by the wants and
necegsities of its inhabitants and mot by
the question of divigends paid mostly to
aut-of-town stockholders.” o

Against the prowvosal to purchase the
works it wasg-urged that

1. A better supply might be obtained
at a mere nominal cost by a connection
with the Mystic water works,

2. If the company cannot
pay it will be a loss to the city,

3. The present time is a time of in-
flation and an unwise time to buy,

4, Jf the company will sell at 20
percend discount it shows that the works
will not pay,

B, Later money may be borrowed at
5 pereent fustead of at G percent as
proposed.

Aeccordingly on the 10th of April
1805, {be citizens were asked to vote
“for or against the purchase upon terms
wroposed by the city and accepted by the
company, The ecity shall give to the
Cambridge water works for the eatire
property of said company, real and per-
sonal, and all rights and the franchise
of the company (not including its sink-
ing fund) $201,480 as follows: $50,000
bonds of said company now held by the
eity, assume the outstanding bonds of
the water works $55,000 and bonds of
the city of Cambridge $18G,480.” This
was at the rate of 850 per share for the
stoek of the water works, The vote was
as follows:

make it

Yes
Ward 1 ..., 20
Ward 2 ...,.... 102

Ward 5 ..., 270

Ward 4 ..., 127

Ward & ........ 83
Total o2 3506
Aceordingly the water works came

into the possession of the eity April 28,
1563, and were placed in the care of the
mayor until the orgauization of the wa-
ter board June ¥ 18654 Toe mect the
objeetions ag to the water works in-
ereasing the taxes it was provided that
the accounts should be kept separaie
from the general city accounts. While




there has been some diversion of water
receipts to general city uses, the city
has on other occasions like the increased
payment for water used for hydrants
contributed money which it swould not
have paid te a private coinpany. "he
resnlt it may be Eairly said is that the
water works has been a self supporting
enterprise—the water takers having paid
the entire expense of extensious and
maintenance, At the &ime of the pur-

chase the surroundings of the pond were

open to mueh criticism, especially in the
light of the knowledge of today. There
were two hotels upon the banks with
bont honses and other buildings, several
iee  houses, =xtables. ete All these
have heen gradually removed untii the
pond prescnts its present attractive ap-
pearance, the grounds having been Inid
out by Olmstead in 1596 as a park,




