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ties.
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&c.

An Act relating to the sinking fund established by chapter
ninety-one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
sixty-three.

Be it enacted, ^'c, as follows :

Section 1. So much of section five of chapter ninety-one

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three as

provides that one-tenth part of the amount drawn from the

bounty fund established by said act shall be raised by taxa-

tion in each year, is hereby repealed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 19, 1870.

An Act for supplying the town of fitchburg with pure water.

Be it enacted.) ^c, as follows

:

Section 1. Alvah Crocker, Ebenezer Torrey, Moses G.

Lyon, their associates and successors, are hereby made a cor-

poration under the name of the Fitchburg Water Company,
for the purpose of furnishing the inhabitants of said town
with pure water ; with all the powers and privileges, and
subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth

in all general laws which are, or may be hereafter in force,

so far as the same are applicable to this corporation.

Section 2. Said corporation, for the purpose aforesaid,

may take, hold and convey, to, into and through said town,

the waters of Pearl Hill Brook, or Punch Brook, or both, in

the towns of Fitchburg and Lunenburg, together with the

tributary waters which flow to either in said towns ; and may
take and hold by purchase or otherwise, such land, on and
around the margin of such brook or brooks, or tributaries,

not exceeding five rods in width, as may be necessary for the

preservation and purity of said waters ; and may also take

and hold in like manner, such lands as may be necessary for

erecting and maintaining dams and reservoirs, and for laying

and maintaining conduits, pipes, drains and other works, for

collecting, conducting and. distributing such waters through

said town of Fitchburg. The said corporation shall, within

sixty days from the time of taking any land as aforesaid, file

in the registry of deeds for the county of Worcester, a descrip-

tion of land so taken, sufficiently accurate for identification,

and state the purpose for which it is taken.

Section 3. The said corporation may build aqueducts,

and maintain the same, by any works suitable therefor ; may
erect and maintain dams; may make reservoirs and hydrants,

and may distribute the water throughout the town of Fitch-

burg, by laying down pipes, and may establish the rent there-

for. Said corporation may also, for the purposes aforesaid,

carry its pipes and drains over or under any water-course,
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street, railroad, highway, or other way, in such manner as

not to obstruct the same ; and may enter upon and dig up
^'[f/gjYty^^tl®

any road, under the direction of the selectmen of the town water-course'

of Fitchburg, in such manner as to cause the least hindrance
^'^'

to the travel thereon.

Section 4. The said corporation shall be liable to pay all
Jges^fo^r fanT

damages that shall be sustained by any persons in their prop- taken,

erty by the taking of any land, water, or water-rights, or by

the constructing of any aqueducts, reservoirs, or other works

for the purposes aforesaid. If any person who shall sustain

damage as aforesaid, cannot agree with said corporation upon
the amount of said damages, he may have them assessed in

the same manner as is provided by law, with respect to land

taken for highways ; and all damages for the taking of lands

for the purposes aforesaid shall be paid for by said corpora-

tion, before entering upon such lands.

Section 5. No application shall be made to the county Application for

commissioners for the assessment of damages for the taking water-rights

of any water-rights until the water is actually withdrawn, or
*'^"'®°"

diverted by said corporation. Any person whose water-rights

are thus taken, or affected, may apply as aforesaid, at any

time within one year from the time when the water is actually

withdrawn or diverted.

Section 6. The said corporation may hold for the pur- $50,000 in real

poses aforesaid, real estate to the amount of fifty thousand

dollars ; and its whole capital stock shall not exceed two hun- Capital stock

dred thousand dollars, which shall be divided into shares of
^^

one hundred dollars each.

Section 7. Any person who shall maliciously divert the Penalties for

_., i-iinij.i maliciously di-

water, or any part thereof, of the sources which shall be taken verting waters

by the corporation, pursuant to the provisions of this act, or tiie*^same!^'°^

who shall maliciously corrupt the same, or render it impure,

or who shall maliciously destroy, or injure any dam, or res-

ervoir, aqueduct, pipe or hydrant, or other property held,

owned, or used by said corporation, for the purposes of this

act, shall pay three times the amount of actual damages to

the said corporation, to be recovered in an action of tort;

and every such person, on conviction of either of the mali-

cious acts aforesaid, shall be punished by fine, not exceeding

one hundred dollars, and imprisonment, not exceeding six

months.
Section 8. The town of Fitchburg may at any time within

J^,'*^'^^^"^? ™7
one year from the passage of this act, assume all its rights of corporators

and privileges from the corporators aforenamed: provided, a ^ear"''^"'^

majority of the legal voters thereof, present and voting, shall Proviso,

so determine, at any legal meeting held for the purpose.
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—may issue wa-
ter scrip, not
exceeding
$200,000, at
seven per cent.

interest.

Powers, duties,
liabilities, &c.

Chap. 96.

$225,000 addi-
tional capital
stock.

Real estate.

Section 9. For the purpose of defraying the cost of such
property, lands, water and water-rights, as shall be purchased
for the purposes aforesaid, the town of Pitchburg, through its

treasurer, shall have authority to issue from time to time,

notes, scrip, or certificates of debt, to be denominated on the

face thereof "Fitchbiirg Water Scrip," to an amount not ex-

ceeding two hundred thousand dollars, bearing interest at a

rate not exceeding seven per centum per annum ; which in-

terest shall be payable semi-annually, and the principal shall

be payable at periods not more than twenty years from the

issuing of said scrip, notes, or certificates respectively. Said

treasurer, under the authority of said town, may sell the

same, or any part thereof, from time to time, or pledge the

same for money borrowed for the purposes aforesaid, on such

terms and conditions as he may deem proper. Said town is

further authorized to make appropriations, and assess from
time to time, such amounts, not exceeding in one year the

sum of ten thousand dollars, towards paying the principal of

the money so borrowed, and also a sum sufficient to pay the

interest thereof, in the same manner as money is assessed and
appropriated for other town purposes.

Section 10. In case the town of Fitchburg shall assume
from the corporators the property, rights and privileges of

the corporation established by this act, said town shall exer-

cise all the rights, powers and authority, and be subject to all

the restrictions, duties and liabilities herein contained, in

such manner, and by such officers, servants and agents as the

selectmen shall from time to time ordain, appoint and direct;

and said town shall be liable to pay all damages occasioned

by the diversion of any water, or the obstruction of any

stream, or the flowing of any lands for the purposes of said

aqueduct, which shall not have been previously paid by said

corporation. Approved March 19, 1870.

An Act to increase the capital stock of the proprietoes of the
ODD fellows hall IN THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted, c^c, as follows :

Section 1. The proprietors of the Odd Fellows Hall, in

the city of Boston, are hereby authorized to increase their

capital stock by the sum of two hundred and twenty-five

thousand dollars, and to hold real estate to the value of two
hundred thousand dollars in addition to the amount they are

now authorized to hold.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 19, 1870.


