
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



OF THE 

STAT'E OF MAINE; 

TO ~CH ARE PREFIXED , 

THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THE U. STATES 

AND OF SAID STATE, 

.IN TWO 'VOLUMES, 

WIT~ AN APPENDIX. 

VOL. II. 

Published according to a resolve of the State, p:Esed 

March S, 1821. 

BRUNS'VICK. 

Printed by J. Griflin, for the State. 

1821. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA: 
The following leaf is 

inserted because one or more pages 
in this chapter have errors 
noticed and corrected here. 



YOLUME THE SECOND. 

Page. ' 
463 Line 7 of page, dele the word whole 
464 ·Sec. 8 L. 12 of Sec. for lawns read 'town 
484 27 6 at the' end of the line insert the 

word Ihat 
492 43 11 rifter the word owing insert 10 
496 47 25 for duly read body 
500 54 3 at the end of the line dele the 
506 7, 6 after the word 0>' dele 10 
515 L. 28 of p. for highway read highways 
517 S. 16 L. 11 of S. after the word be insertlhe 
518 18 9 for of read or 
520 23 11 before the word p"oprielo,'s in-

sert the 
523 L. 6 of p. after the word person insert of 
52:3 last for cannot read can 
526 9 for laws read law 
533 16 for assessments read assessment 
534 13 for appears read appear 
535 4 at the end of the line insert of 
535 3 from bat.tam of p. for causes read cause 
537 S. 12 L. 2 of S. farin read of 
539 L. 11 of p. between the words Ihe and day should 

be a'--' . 
539 15 for where read wherein . 
543 S. 18 L. 13 of S. dele Ihe before the word said 
545 21 7 for and read or 
546 1 6 for Ihis read Ihus 
547 2 7 for this read thus 
547 2 11 for in capacity read incapacity 
553 L. 2 of p. at the end of the line insert such 
556 S. 1 L. 18 of p. for master read masters 
557 L. 1.S,af p. for in read of 
560 S. 7 L. 4 afS. for Court of Sessions read Courts 

of Sessions 
566 1 7 for every read any 
570 9 5 after the word them iasert as 
572 12 5 after the word fine insert of 
573 1 3 for and read or 
576 L. 18 of p. for pounds read ounces 
576 last line of the page dele and 
591 S. 5 L. '2 of S. before tbe word action iasert an 
592 3 3 for time read times 
601 L. 11 afp. at the end of the line insert drawn 

. After p. 604 read p. '605' iastead of' 506' 
604 S. 12 L. 2 of S. after the word passing insert on 
606 for Sec. 14 read Sec. 16 
608 S. 22 L. 5 of S. for monies read money 
610 3 18 dele any 
614 4 4 farfunnel readfund 
617 L. 5 of the page dele a ' . 
617 S. 1 L. 6 of S. for purpose read purposes 
62l 1 9 for sud, Tead said 
622 3 16 for or read on 
624 2 12 after the word "eturns insert as 
626 3 6 before the word Cashier insert the 
631 4 '3 before the end '!f' the S. for COUl·S. read 

coa'1"se 
634 16 5 of S. for inspecled read 1minspeeted 
635· 17' last for aHd read or 

.638 L. 9 of p. for and read 0" /; 

642 7 dele who 
643 S. 4 L. 6. of S. dele are after and 
650 4 14 before the word also insert as 
656 12 3 for on read or 
B;;S in the title, after th" word .ilclinsertfo,· 

Page. 
663 S. 2 L. 6 of S. dele of 
666 5 2 after the word Governor insert, 

and Council 
666 5 last for his read Ihe 
667 L. 3 of the page, dele who 
668 S. 10 L.' 1 of S. for where read when 
669 L' 3 of p. for eJfect read.airect 
670 S. 5 L. 7 of S. for the read such 
671 L. 2 of p. lorin read on 
672 S. 9 L. 3 of S. for make read mark 
672 11 2 for and "ead or 
672 11 8. before the word eacldnsertfor 
674 2 7 betore the word d1"1)ing insert Ihe 
676.L. 5 afp. for not read none 
677 4 for qualin) read quantity 
681 Sec. 4 last line of Sec. after the word awne,. insert 

or owners 
682 Sec. 5 L. 2 of Sec. dele away 
684 '2 3 for gala read gala 
686 4 2 fa1" on read or 
687 3 6 before the word stamped in, 

'·sert 'fwt 
68S L. 24 of p. before the word alms at the begin-

n~ng of thE: line insert the 
694 L. 15 of p. after the word shall iusert aisQ 
694 16 after the WOl"d of insert Ihe 
695 12 lor usage read usages 
716 8 for fixed read aJjixed 
723 6 from bottom of p. dele in 
734 Sec. 51 L. 4 of Sec. before the word auditi('g 

insert the . 
·742 L. 4 of p. after the word orders insert, to be 
741 L. ;3 fraUl bottalO of p. before the word "<Juso 

insert shall 
745 Sec. 1 L. " of Sec. before the lVard good insert six 
746 2 15 betore tbe word advice dele Ihe 
751 5' 11 for owners reau olDner 
751 5 15 for taking read laken 
7&1 5 25 for owners read owner 
753 8 23 for spa,'s read spar 
754 10 3 after the word Or insert any 
758 L. 2 of p. for saies read sal. 
759 24 for minor read minors 
76[ 19 for another read any other 
761 last dele other 
762 22 before the word fish insert any 
766 6 after the word notice insert is 
766 Sec. 5 L. 6 of Sec. 101' damages read damage 
769 4 14 dele to the 
772 first word of the p. for damage read damages 
774 Sec. 2 L. 7 of Sec. for and read or 
774 2 14 for any read eve,'y . . 
775 1 3 farpaasing read passing 
iii L~ 17 of p. for these read their 
7S0 14 for ninth read twenty ninth 
7&0 35 for su"teenth read seventeenth 
788 25 for eight read eighth 
790 28 . after the wow .!:let insert providing 
791 13 alter the word for dele the 
791 14 after the IVard idle dele and 
7.93 5 for gala read gala 
793 27 after the word .fict dele for , 
797 4, at the end of the line for eight rea,d 

eighlh , 
SOS 34 fOl'from read upon 
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Comparuel 
may insure 
against fire, 
~c. 

AQ.UEDUCTS. 

SEC. 8. 1313 it further enacted, That all insurance ,compa
nies, which may hereafter be incorporated, shall be author
ized, whether particularly expressed in their acts of incor
poration or' not, to qlake insurance against fire, on any 
dwelling houses or other buildings; and on merchandize or 
other property within the United States; on such terms and 

~ut on no one conditions as niay be agreed upon by the parties: Pravided, 
nsk more than • •• 
10 I?ercent. of No sum shall be Insured on anyone rIsk agamst fire, exceed-
capItal. ingten per ce~t of the capital stock actually paid in. 
Meetings of SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That in addition to the 
stockholders 
hmv to be mode, which may be pointed out in the charter of any in-
called. surance company, which is or may be incorporated, for call

ing meetings of the stockholders, it shall be the duty of the 
secretary at any time, on the application in writing of the 
proprietors of twenty per centum of the capital stock, to 
call a meeting of the stockholders to be holden at such time 
and pla~e, and for the purposes mentioned in such applica
tion, by giving 'notice of the same, as· provided in the act in
corporating such company for giving notice of meetings. 

[Approved February 24, 1821.] . 

--:0:--

CHAPTER CXL. 

An ~ct enabling Proprietors of Aqueducts to manage the same, 

~reeti!,g of SEC~ 1. BE it eiwcted by the Senate and H ()Jlse of Represen" ' 
'propnetors, • . L ·'z bZ d Th h b f how to be call- talwes, zn egls ature assem e, at w en any num er 0 

ed. 'persons shall, by writing associate and become proprietors 
-Of any aqueduct, or of any funds raised for making and 
constructing the 'same, for the purpose of c~nveying fresh 
Waler by subterraneous or other pipes, irito any town or 
plate within this State; it shall be lawful for the proprie
tors ora major part of the shares,'to apply, in writing, to 
.some Justice of the Peace for the ,county in which the said 
aqbeduct may be, or is proposed to be pla'ced;' when it 
shall be or proposed to be placed so as to extend into sev
eralcounties, application may be made toa Justice .of th~ 
Peace of either of such counties, stating in such written ap
plic!ltion the name and style of their association, the objects 
of their proposed meeting and requesting such Justice to is-



AQUEDUCTS. 613 

sue his warrant to some one of the proprietors so applying, 
directing him to call.such meeting: And such Justice is' 
hereby authorized to issue his warrant accordingly, there
in stating the time and place, and objects of the said 
meeting. And such' proprietor shall notify and warn such 
meeting, by' posting up the said warrant or a true copy 
thereof, with his notice,' seven days at least before the said 
meeting, in some public place in the town and towns in which 
the said aqueduct may be or. is proposed to be placed. 

o SEC. 2. Be it fU1'ther enacted, That the proprietors' of ~~t:~~!:'n~led 
any such aqueduct pr fund" duly met and assembled in pur- t? be corpora-

. tion. 
suance of any such warrant, and their'successors, shall be 
a ,corporation and body politic, by the name and style afore-

. said,; and at such meeting of said proprietors, or of any May agree on 
mode of call

number of them, they shall have power to agree upon the ing f?ture 

h 'd f II' f 'f h ' meelinD's met 0 0 ca mg uture meetmgs 0 t· e corporatlOn. '" . 
. S~c. 3. Be it fU1'th~r enacted, That at any legal meeting May choose 

of said proprietors, or of any number of them,they shall clerk, 

naVe power to .choose a Clerk, whose duty it shall be fairly 
and truly to enter and record, in a book or books to be pro-
vided and kept for that purpose, this Act and all rules, bye-
laws, votes and proceedings of such corporation; which 
book or books shall at all times be subject to the inspection 
of any person appointed for that purpose by the Legisla-
ture. And the said Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful dis- Who lIlust be 

charge of the duties of his office; and at ~ny such meeting sworn, 

the said proprietors or any,number of them duly met' as 
,aforesaid, shall' have power to elect a Moderator, and any l\!ay chome 

h b f d' h d 'al b' directors, suc num er 0 lI'ectors to manage t e pru ent! usmess 
of said corporation, as to them may appear expedient; and who may as

such directors, or a major part of them, are hereby author- :;:!S ~::: . on 

ized from time to time to assess such taxes on the pro- ' 
·prietors of the shares in such aqueduct, or in the funds 
which may be raised for making and constructing such aqlH~~' 
duct, as they shall find necessary; and on the neglect or re-
fusal of any proprietor to pay such .tax, to sell at public ven- and ~I them 

d 
. .. "at pubbc auc

ue so many of hIS or her shares as WIll be suffiCIent to pay tion 

such taxes, with necessary intervening charges'; mst adver- ' 
tising the sale of ;;uch share or shares in some newspaper 
printed in the county, or by posting up notifications there-
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aft:r20 days' of in some public places in the, town and towns' wherein 
nolice. J such aqueduct: may be, or' is proposed to be placed, twenty 

days ~t least previous to such sale; and'the overplus mon
ies (if any there may be) ~ising from such sale, shall be 
paid to the owner or owners of the share or shares so sold. 
And the said proprietors, or any nhmber of them duly met 
as aforesaid, may, at ,any of their ~~etings, elect any other 

May choose officer or officers, or act· upon any' other thing necessary for 
other officers. 

carrying into effect the objects of their institution: Pro-
, 7Jided, That ~he subject matter thereof be expressed in the 
warrant or notification for such meeting. , . 

Each proprie- SEC. 4. Be i{ further enacted; That. in all meetings of 
~~;e ~~~~l~~r to such proprietors, each proprietor shall be "'entitled to one 
each share, vote for each and every share he or she may hold in such 
~nd to vote by • 
proxy. aqueduct 01' funnel, and they are also hereby respectIvely 

empowered to depute and appoint any ,other person to ap
pear and' vote for him or them in such meetings; the ap
pointment to' be in writing, signed by the person or persons 
to be represented, and filed with, or recorded by the Clerk 
of such corporation. 

-Proprietors SEC. 5. . Be it fit1·ther enacted, That the said proprietors,. 
mlly order. • 
fines and pen· 01' any number of them, duly met as aforesaId, may at any iJ-
~:!~~~rof oftheir meetings, enjoin and oider' fines and penalties, for 
their laws. the breach of any bye"law of such corporation, not exceed. 

ing thirty dollars for any'one breach. y 

Corporation SEC. 6 •. Be it fU1·the1· enacted, That any such corporation 
~o~~~~~ee~nrl shall.h'avepower 'topurchase, take and hold any real estate 
tate, necessary for the purpose of their institution: Provided) 

, That the real estate which anyone aqueduct corporation 
not exceeding may hold, shall not exceed thirty thousand dollars in value. 
sOd'oOO bdollars, And all such real estate shall during the continuance of. such 
~ ~ e • 
deemed per- corporation, be deemed and considered, to all' intents and 
s9nal estate. I' d h' h h h . . purposes, as persona estate, an as suc ,WIt t e ot er Ill-

·terest and estate in such propriety, shall be transferable by 
such mode of transfer as such corporations, at any of their 

Mode of trans- meetings, shall agree on and determine:' Provided howe7Jer, 
fer. That the' trap.sfer shall be in writing,' arid recorded by the 

.Clerk of the' corporation in . the book or books. aforesaid 
within three months next after such transfer shall be mad~ 
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SEC. 7 ~ Be it further enacted That 'such proprietors or May, by leave 
, . '. ,. • of selectmen 

corporatIOn, when they shall find It necessary, shall have dig up roads~ 
. d' . d h f h streets ~'C' to power to enter upon, Ig up an open any suc parts 0 t e lay pipes, 

streets, highways or townways in any place within this State, 
for the purpose of placing such pipes as may he necessary 
for making and constructing such aqueduct, or for. repairing 
or ex(ending the same, as the Selectmen of the town or the 
major part o'f them for the time being, sh.all in writing, au-
thorize and allow: Provided, Such Selectmen shall not have 
power to authoriz~ and allow any such streets, highway or 
townway to be enter"ed upon dug up or .opened so as to ~ot obstruct-

, 'lllg travellers. 
obstruct or hinder the citizens of the State or others from . 
conveniently passing therein with their teams and carriages. 

SEc. 8. Be it further enacted, That to the. end. that the Clerk to keep 
, f h h ,. . h a record of the prOprIetors 0 t e s ares III any suc corporate property names and 

may be known, it shall be the duty of the Clerk of any such tSbbares of :ill . . e proprle-
<:orporation, at or imm'ediate1;t after 'the first meeting, to en- tors. :" 

tel' in the book or books aforesaid, the names of the sever-
al proprietors, and the shares and parts of shares each pro- In ca.e of sale 

. h 11 d h h . f h of a sbare, re-prIetor s a own, an . w en any s are or part 0 a s are, cord to be 

shall afterwards be sold for taxes or otherwise transferred; made of it. 

such sale or transfer shall be entered by said Clerk in such 
book or books, in.such form, and 'for such fees, as the.direc-
tor shall appoint; and no person shall be deemed a proprie~ 
tor w'hose share or interest shall not be so entered. 

SEC. 9. Be it further enacte.d, That notwithstanding .the Cor~orati~nto 
d ' I' f h '11 d b contmue tIll !Sso utIOno any suc corporatIon, a contracts rna e Y all debts are 

or with such corporation shall remain in full force, and the paid. -

last proprietors or share holders_ shall have a corporate' ca-
pacity, until all contracts and agreement~, made by or with 
them prior to such dissolution, shall be performed; and are 
arid shall be capable and liable, in and by the same name 
and capacity, as before such dissolution, to sue and be sued; 
and by. their agent 91' agents1 to prosecute and defend in all 

. actions, suits and demands, respecting such contracts and 
agreements, until final judgment and execution. And ifno cor
porate proper.ty can be found to satisfy any judgment which 
may be recovered against them as aforesaid, and such judg-
ment shall not be satisfied within six months after the same If judgmefji • 

.. ' ,--. . '. against COl'PO~ 
shall have been recovered, It shall be lawful for the Judg- ration cannot 
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besoti.sfied by ment creditor to satisfy his judgment and execution out of 
corporate , f'h' f f h . 
property, pri. the prIvate estate 0 suc proprIetors or 0 any 0 . t em, ill 
::~bee~satlia~f the same way and manner as if the ju~gment had been' 
ble. , 'against him or them, inhisor their private capacity: Pro
Provided ac' 
tion be 7Jided, That each and every such action shall be commenced 
hrought within • h' . fi h di I . . h' h .U:years from WIt ill SIX years next a tel' suc ssa utlOri; or' WIt In t e 
dEiStSotlutihonl'd like time next after such right of action shall accrue. And in 
S3.eoen " 

a~ the ~ime of case any such corporation shall at its. dissolution, be seized 
dissolutIOn, ", 
sball be deem· or possessed of any estate, the several proprIetors at such 
ed real estate d' I' h II b '. h f' h and beld in . ISSO utIOn s a ecome tenants m common t ereo, ill SUC 
common. proportioris as th,ey shall respectively then hold their shares 

and parts of shares therein; and upon such tenure as the cor
poration would have ,held the same, had not provision been 
herein made for making all their property personal estate. 

Sbares may be And all shares in such aqueducts shall be liable to be at-
attacbed and h d' d" C h 
taken in exe' tac e on mesne process, an taken 111 executIOn lor t e 
cotion, de bts of the owner thereof: llr07Jided, That when any share 
MallOer. or part of a share or' shares ~hall be so attached, an attest

ed copy of the process shall be left with the Clerk of the 
corporation, fourteen days before the day of the sitting of 
the Court, to which the same shall be returnable. Arid 

And t~ke~ on when any such share or part of a share or shares shall be 
executIOn and , . , 
sold. taken and sold on executIOn, the officer shall leave With such 
Manlier, Clerk an attested copy of the execution, and of his return 

thereon, within ten days next after such sale. 
!"e?a1ty for in· SEC. 10. Be it fil1·ther enacted, That if any person' shall 
Jurillg aque· 1" I I " h d 
ducts want<!n. ma IClOUS y or wanton y lDJUl'C any suc aque uct, he or 
Iy, ~·C. she shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty dol-

lars, to be recovered by indictment in the Supreme Judicial 
Court or Circuit Court of Cominon Pleas; one moiety 

Mode of reo thereof to the prosecutor, and the other moiety thereof to 
covery. 

the use of the town in which such offence shall·hate be~n 
committed; and shall also be liable to pay treble damages 
to the corporation so injured, to be recovered by action on 
the case, with costs of suit. 

T
l 

Off,:,"5 may SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That any town iii which 
ay pipes, con· . • . 

. nected with any such aqueduct shall be placed, shall have the Pl'lVI-
tbe corpora· I fl' ,. d . f h' d 
tion'saqueduct egeo p acmg con uctors mto and rom t e pIpes an con-
to tdra-y off ductors laid by any such corporation, for the purpose of wa er In case 
of fire. drawing such water therefrom, as may be necessary when 
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any building shall be on fire in such town; and ofwithdraw-
ing water therefrom on such occasions, without paying s.uch 
corporation any price therefor: Provided, That every such Proviso. 

town shall be holden to secure such conductors so by them 
placed in such a manner that water cannot be drawn there-
from, unless by the orders of the Selectmen or fir~ward'i 
of the town wherein the same may be. 

[Approved March 8,1821.] 

-00-

G.HAPTER CXLI. 
An Act to enable iliB Proprietors of Social, Military and Law Librarfes to man

age the same. 

617 

SEC.~. BE it enacted by the Senate and HOlls~ of Rep- Proprietors of 
-"- • 0 L 0 1 bl d Th libraries may nsentatwes, m egzs aturc assem e , at any seven or incorporate 

mOrp. persons, capable of cQntracting, in any' town in this tbemselves, 

State, who shall become proprietors in common of any li-
·brary, may form themselves into a society or body politic, 
for the express purpose of holding, increasing, preserving 
and using such library; and to that end, any five or more 
of them, may, by an application'in writing, by them signed, 
to any Justice of the Peace within the same county where-
in the said town may.be, sta'ting the purposes of their meet-
ing, and requesting him to issue his warrant for calling a 
me"eting of the said proprietors; and tlie said Justice may 
grant his warrant to one of them, directing him to call a 
meeting of the said proprietors at the time and place, and 
for the purposes expressed in such warrant; and said meet-
ing shall be called by posting up tIle purport of said war-
rant in some public place in the said town where the said 
library shall be kept, seven days at least before the time 
of said meeting; and the proprietors being thus met and 
organized, they may then agree and determine upon a meth. 
od of calling future meetings; and in all cases votes shall 
be determined by counting and allowing one vote to each 
share. And the proprietors of any such library shall have and hold es

power to possess and hold, to them, their successors and as- ~~t:d~~ ~~oo 
signs, real or personal estate, to any amount not exceeding dollaT'o 

five thousand dollars, over and above the value of their 
books. 
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