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The Village Fire Precinct and Great Fire

of 1887.

State of New Hampshire.

To the Inhabitants of the town of Lebanon in the County of Grafton

in said State qualified to vote in town affairs and resident in the ter

ritory hereinafter described viz: Commencing at the South East corner

of Uriah Amsden's (H B. Bentons) home farm, thence running easterly

to the 4tb N H Turnpike (so called); thence by the south side of said

road to the North East corner of W. K. Eldridge's Benton lot; thence

Westerly by said Eldridge's land to the road leading from Lebanon

Center Village to Dartmouth College; thence Westerly to the North

East corner of J. W. Pecks; thence Westerly to the North West corner

of said Peck's farm; thence South Westerly to the Staple Bridge (so

called and Mascoma River; thence up said river on the South side of

O. W. Websters land (now F B. Kendricks); thence Southerly to the

South West corner of said Webster's land thence Easterly to the South

East corner of Mrs Fanny White's land thence Easterly to the

place of beginning.

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town House in said town on

Tuesday the 25th instant at 2 o'clock p. m. to act on the following sub

jects

Ist to choose a Moderator

2d To see if the Inhabitants living within the bounds of the above

described territory will adopt an Act for making farther provisions

for the extinguishment of fires approved July 6 1849

Given under our hands and seal this eighth day of September A. D.

1849

William Cole '1 Selectmen

Samuel Wood 2d I of

Abel Low Jr | Lebanon

A True copy Geo. S. Kendrick Clerk

At a legal meeting duly notified and holden at the Town House in

Lebanon, County of Grafton on the 25"i day of September A. D. 1849,

the legal voters, residents within the territory described by the Select

men of said Lebanon in their warrant .dated September 8th 1S49. by

major vote
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l»t chose Abram Pushee Moderator, who being present took the oath

of office by law prescribed

2 Chose George S. Kendrick Clerk

3. Voted to adopt the Act entitled "An act making further provis

ions for the extinguishing of fires"

4 Voted to adjourn this meeting, to meet at the same place (The

Town House in Lebanon) Saturday, October 6th 1849, at 7 o'clock P. M.

George S. Kendrick, Clerk.

1849 Oct. 6. Met agreeably to adjournment, and l»t Geo. S. Kend

rick being present took the oath of office by law prescribed

2 Voted to hear the report of a Committee upon the expence of a

fire engine and apparatus

3 Voted to accept the report

4 Voted to raise the sum of $700. for the purpose of purchasing an

engine and all suitable apparatus.

5. Voted that this meeting be dissolved

Geo. S. Kendrick.

This was the beginning of a separate organization for the

extinguishment of fires. Its powers were somewhat limited and

not well defined. The meetings were called by the selectmen for

some time after the organization.

At a meeting held December 3, 1849, the precinct again voted

to raise the sum of $700, to purchase a fire engine, hose and other

necessary apparatus, and building a house for the same for the

use of the precinct. Hiram A. Simons, E. J. Durant and John

Burnham were appointed a committee to carry out the wishes of

the precinct.

At a meeting held December 25, 1849, "Voted to raise $300

in addition to the $700, to purchase an Engine and apparatus."

The time of the annual meeting was voted to be on the first

Wednesday after the second Tuesday of March.

At a meeting held on the 9th (jay of November 1854 the Precinct voted

to refer the question of an Engine House and land, additional Hose and

repairs, to a Committee to report at an adjourned meeting W. N. Baker,

E. J. Darant and Lorin Smith to be the Committee

Nov. 16 1854, heard the report of the Committee and voted to raise

the sum of six hundred dollars for the purchase of additional Hose,

procuring by lease or by building an Engine House.
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J. H. Kendrick, Lorin Smith, and J. C. Sturtevant appointed a Com

mittee to carry out these votes. Meeting adjourned to Dec 7 1854

From this time onward to about 1869 little can be learned from

the records. An engine was purchased with hose, and an engine

house built upon the ground now occupied by the present house,

and various other provisions made or projected to increase pro

tection against fires.

Meetings of the precinct were called by the selectmen, and the

same authority appointed the fire wards.

In 1868 the precinct was incorporated under the provisions of

what is known as the Keene Act. The precinct was organized

under this act at a meeting called by the selectmen for August

24, 1869. F. A. Cushman chosen moderator. The fire wards

were J. C. Sturtevant, Solomon Cole, P. E. Davis, W. S. Moses,

M. P. Durkee, W. N. Baker, C. C. Benton.

Something of the conditions of the precinct property may be

gathered from the following report:

Engine House 18x30 one story high in good condition except the

under pinning which is a verv poor condition and the grading in front

needs repairing. One Hose Cart One Fire Engine in good condition.

200 feet of new hose in good condition 50 feet lengths 300 feet of old,

as good as could be expected. 50 feet, old, 25 ft Lengths one hose cart

in good condition. One stove, two lanterns O C.

Signed N. B. Marston Foreman

Also two ladders, one of which was out of repair; two hooks,

one in bad condition.

A committee, called a water committee, began a report which

continued for several meetings. The purpose of this committee

was to find or make a supply of water to use for extinguishing

fires. In the course of their investigations they asked and re

ceived one hundred dollars to enable them ' ' to employ a practical

engineer to make surveys, give distances, etc."

At a meeting held October 18, 1869, the precinct voted to pur

chase a force pump, forty-five rods of suitable iron pipe to lay

from the river to the park, and hydrants to be attached to the

same ; to purchase 500 feet of hose, with the necessary couplings

and nozzles; to purchase five ladders, three roof ladders, 100 feet

lV2-incn rope, necessary hooks and pikes; to provide a place to
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keep the same ; to defray the necessary expense to ditch and lay

said pipe, and put said pump in good running order, all to be

done in two months from the date of the meeting.

They also voted to raise three thousand dollars to carry to

completion all these projects.

C. C. Benton and P. E. Davis and Solomon Cole were ap

pointed the agents of the precinct to superintend the work.

This committee was authorized to hire the three thousand dol

lars for twelve months upon precinct notes. L. C. Pattee and

J. W. Gerrish offered in the meeting to loan the money at six

per cent interest, payable in gold, and principal in currency,

which offer was gladly accepted.

After several adjournments, January 10, 1870, the above com

mittee made a report of their work, from which it appears that

the expense of the pump, iron pipe, ditching, etc., was $1,549.83.

We learn also that cement was used in the joints of the pipe,

which upon trial proved insufficient, when the pump was dis

connected from the pipe and 650 feet of hose attached with which

several trials were made as to the power of the pump, which

proved satisfactory in part only. It was found that the pump

was lacking in power. It appears that the work was done at

great disadvantage from the lateness of the season. The hose

was not purchased by the committee.

At the annual meeting held 1870, a petition from the members

of Mascoma Fire Engine Co., No. 2, asking for the building of a

new engine house and hall suitable for the company to meet in

for the transaction of general business was presented. Upon

this petition a committee of investigation was appointed—P. E.

Davis and W. N. Baker—and the meeting adjourned for two

weeks. The records are silent as to this meeting.

The next meeting was called, upon petition, by the selectmen,

to be held August 13, 1870. For some reason which does not

appear the preceding meeting was illegal. New officers were

chosen. The committee which had reported the January preced

ing, made an additional report, from which it appears that the

iron pipe had been relaid. Upon trial of the pump the system

proved entirely satisfactory, throwing on the common two

streams equal to two fire engines.
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It was also voted to authorize the selectmen to levy and collect

a tax in the precinct amounting to eighteen hundred dollars.

A resolution offered by E. H. Cheney inaugurating the attempt

to find a full and reliable supply of water for the precinct. The

provision of the resolution was as follows :

A Committee to be elected by ballot whose duty should be to secure

the services of a competent and disinterested Engineer not a resident

of the town to make surveys of several proposed routes and plans for

supplying the Precinct with water including Stony Brook and Enfield

Pond; the practibility of supplying water by hydraulic rams force

pumps to a reservoir on the hill East of the Village, to make careful

estimates of each plan, report of the whole to be submitted to an ad

journed meeting.

The sum of three hundred dollars to be appropriated to pay the ex

pense

The committee elected were William Duncan, P. E. Davis and

L. C. Pattee.

At the same meeting the fire wards were authorized to buy

500 feet of hose, and give the precinct's note for the amount

expended.

The force pump was located in Hall's mill, now W. F. Shaw's.

At an adjourned meeting September 3, 1870. the committee re

ported progress and the meeting adjourned for four weeks.

Adjournments continued to October 24, 1870, when P. B. Sawyer

of Manchester, the engineer employed, read his report, which the

precinct accepted and ordered a vote of thanks. Some difficul

ties about the location of the force pump and the use of a wheel

to operate it having arisen, a committee was appointed to confer

with Mr. Hall.

Also voted that the committee be instructed to report upon the

probable expense of building reservoirs in all parts of the pre

cinct, and supplying them with water for fire purposes.

At an adjourned meeting held November 5, 1870, Mr. Duncan

reported that ten cisterns would be necessary for use of the pre

cinct at a cost of forty dollars each. It was voted that the pump

system be adopted; that is, that the cisterns should be filled by

pumping water from the river.

It was further voted that the sum of fifteen thousand dollars

be raised to carry into effect this and other votes of the meeting,
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including the construction of ten iron cisterns, but at a subse

quent meeting the whole action was annulled. The committee

reported their action with Mr. Hall, and the precinct voted to

pay him one hundred and fifty dollars.

The affairs of the precinct seem to have fallen into confusion

at this time, approaching disorganization. No meetings were

held until the 26th of September, 1871, when a meeting was called

by the selectmen, upon petition, to choose all necessary officers

and for other purposes, especially to consider the financial con

dition of the precinct.

The officers were duly chosen, the finances discussed, and ad

journment followed to September 29, 1871. The clerk was di

rected to make such arrangements with holders of notes against

the precinct as he could best do, either by extension of the notes

or borrowing money to pay them.

A resolution was also adopted to introduce running water to

be stored in a reservoir on the hill east of the village.

A meeting was called October 17, 1871, to act upon the fol

lowing articles :

1. To adopt the Act of 1868, to enable the precinct to estab

lish water-works.

2. To choose a committee of five to carry out the provisions

of the resolutions adopted at the previous meeting.

3. To authorize the board of fire wards to erect a hose tower.

The first article received a negative vote. The second and

third were passed, and the meeting adjourned without day.

At a meeting held November 2, 1871, voted by a small majority

to adopt the Act of 1868, establishing water-works in Lebanon.

At an adjournment of this meeting it was voted that a com

mittee of five be raised to put the force pump in working order

in some suitable place, and to purchase a chemical engine.

The committee consisted of J. W. Gerrish, P. E. Davis, Wm.

Duncan, Solomon Cole, and E. J. Durant.

At a meeting held June, 1872, the fire wards were authorized

and instructed to procure and place ready for use proper and

sufficient pipes and hydrants to connect with the force pumps of

J. C. Sturtevant & Co., and extend the same so as to furnish the

best practical protection to the property in that vicinity, and also

to connect with and supply the hydrants near the common, and
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also to locate and put in proper cisterns or reservoirs, not to ex

ceed six in number, provided that an agreement satisfactory to

the fire wards can be obtained of said Sturtevant & Co., relative

to the use of said pumps.

The fire wards were directed to borrow, upon the credit of the

precinct, such sum of money as may be required to carry out the

action of this meeting, not to exceed four thousand dollars.

A contract carrying out these instructions was made with the

J. C. Sturtevant Co.

The chemical engine was purchased on trial and found to be

satisfactory, and has continued to prove one of the best invest

ments the precinct ever made.

At a meeting held September 19, 1872, the precinct voted to

purchase a new fire engine, and appointed Orimel T. Muchmore,

A. W. Baker and P. E. Davis a committee to purchase it; $2,500

appropriated for the purchase.

At a meeting held February 8, 1873, the following action was

taken :

Resolved that the Selectmen of the Town of Lebanon be and are

hereby requested to enlarge the boundaries of the Center Village Fire

Precinct of said town of Lebanon to the boundaries of the town, and

that said Selectmen be requested to appraise the property of the Pre

cinct and when the Precinct shall be enlarged they shall assume the

debt of the present Precinct, to the amount of said appraisment, and

the present Precinct shall pay the balance of indebtedness up to the

date the same shall be enlarged

The meaning of the above resolution is somewhat vague, but

when "the property of the precinct" which was to be appraised

is limited to fire engines, hose and other apparatus, the meaning

is clearer. The enlarged precinct was to assume whatever in

debtedness there might be upon that kind of property, but for

whatever debts there might be for construction of iron pipes

buried, etc., the original precinct was to be held responsible.

The action of the town on this extension of the boundaries of

the precinct was as follows:

At the annual meeting held in 1875, the following resolution

was adopted:

Whereas the present Fire Precinct of Lebanon comprises more than

one half of the taxable property of said town and have already expended
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large sums for the purpose of supplying suitable apparatus for the ex

tinguishment of fires which is virtually for the benefit of the town

And whereas, under existing regulations, the present fire department

have no jurisdiction or authority to act outside of the limits of the

present Fire Precinct. Therefore;

Resolved that the Selectmen be instructed to so extend the limits of

the Fire Precinct as to include the whole town

It will be noted that this action of the town was two years af

ter that of the precinct.

The following is the record of a meeting of the fire wards held

March 26, 1873: "The meeting was called to order by W. N.

Baker, who stated that the meeting was called for the purpose

of receiving the new Fire Engine from the hands of the Com

mittee appointed by the Precinct to purchase the same. The

Committee submitted a report of their doings and formally de

livered the new Fire Engine, the Athletic No. 3, into the hands

of the Fire Wards."

The engine was left in the charge of the foreman of Mascoma

No. 2 until other arrangements could be made. A company was

formed to take charge of the Athletic, to serve without pay. At

the same time C. M. Hoffman was requested to form a company

for the extinguisher.

At a meeting held June 4, 1873, the precinct voted to purchase

a hook and ladder outfit at a cost not exceeding $700; also to

purchase a uniform for the Athletic No. 3 company at a cost not

exceeding $480.

At this time the affairs of the precinct were in great uncer

tainty and confusion. Many doubted the legality of their votes

and action.

In 1873 the Legislature passed an act recognizing the Lebanon

Center Village Fire Precinct, as duly organized under the laws

of the state, with all the powers and privileges incident to such

organizations.

By section 2 the precinct could, at any meeting duly notified

and holden, ratify and confirm any votes heretofore passed by

the precinct, and any action heretofore taken by the precinct,

and any acts of the officers and agents of said precinct heretofore

done and performed in pursuance of any vote or action of said

precinct, and all such votes, actions and acts when so ratified and
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confirmed shall be valid, legal and binding upon said precinct

and the inhabitants and property thereof.

At a meeting held August 2, 1873, to consider this act. the

precinct found it difficult to decide what votes and action to

ratify.

One resolution offered was "to ratify and confirm the acts and

doings of all former meetings of the precinct, excepting four reso

lutions. " What these resolutions were does not appear. The

resolution was withdrawn and the meeting adjourned to

August 16.

At this meeting a motion was made, "to commence with the

records of the precinct and ratify such resolutions and motions

as may be required." The motion was carried. A motion to

"appoint a Committee of three to examine the records and report

what portion was necessary to be ratified" was lost.

Another motion was made, "to appoint a Committee of three

to examine the records of the Precinct and make a report in two

weeks of all it was necessary to ratify." This motion"prevailed.

A part of the committee appointed by the chair declined to serve.

While there was delay in securing this committee another motion

was made, "to ratify and confirm all the Precinct's acts and do

ings at former meetings with the boundaries as they now stand

recorded, together with all the acts which the officers and agents

have heretofore done. ' ' The motion prevailed.

A short time after this wholesale ratification of ail acts relieved

the precinct from a serious difficulty. In obedience to the in

structions of the precinct, the chief engineer had purchased uni

forms for Athletic No. 3. This instruction was given June 4.

1873. The action was considered illegal, as being outside of the

powers of the precinct. Nevertheless the creditors were pressing

for their pay and it was held to be hard to hold the chief engineer

personally responsible for the payment of the bills. Some one

in examining the records discovered that the instruction given to

the chief engineer was just previous to the passage of the act of

the Legislature, and was one of the doings which had been rati

fied. Accordingly the precinct ordered the bills to be paid.

In 1875 a petition was presented to the selectmen requesting

that the boundaries of the precinct might be extended to those

of the town. The town at its annual meeting the same year had
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voted to instruct the selectmen to make the change in the bound

aries. When the matter came before the selectmen in a formal

manner there was no other course open to them but to grant the

request of the petitioners. And this was their decision and a

proper record of it made upon the books of the precinct. From

the record it does not appear that there was any opposition made

to this change.

The precinct had adjourned the choice of its officers until the

decision of the selectmen was made known, so that the rest of the

town could take part in the election.

At the meeting of the precinct it was decided to elect eleven

fire wards, one at East Lebanon, two at West Lebanon, one at

large and seven at the Center.

These fire wards were Charles B. Plastridge at East Lebanon,

Jewett D. Hosley and A. S. Eaton at West Lebanon, John T.

Breck at large, J. C. Sturtevant, H. P. Goodrich, A. W. Baker,

Moses P. Durkee, C. P. Mahan, D. B. Emerson at the Center

Village.

This union, although sought by both parties, did not prove to

be a happy one. It subsisted but a single year, during which a

precinct tax was assessed upon the whole town. No record exists

of the dissolution of the union, but the historian learns after

much and patient inquiry that it was dissolved by petition to the

selectmen by those outside of the original bounds of the precinct.

No opposition was made by the precinct.

The precinct continued in its work of providing means for ex

tinguishing fires by laying pipes, providing hydrants. The J. C.

Sturtevant Co. had placed force pumps in their building for their

own protection, and the precinct connected their pipes with this

pump by consent of parties. It was voted to purchase 800 feet

of new hose to connect with hydrants to enlarge the territory to

which protection could be given. This was a compromise between

five hundred and a thousand feet.

The annual meetings had been held at various dates, but was

fixed in 1876 to the first Tuesday in April, and so continued to

the present time.

The property of the Sturtevant Company had passed in 1877

into the hands of Mead, Mason & Co. The Sturtevant Company

had claims against the precinct for the use of the force pump and
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its apparatus. At a meeting held February 27, 1877. a commit

tee was appointed to take all these matters into consideration and

report upon them.

Their report at the annual meeting in substance was as fol

lows: That it was inexpedient then to make any arrangement

with the Mead, Mason & Co., for the use of their steam pump.

They recommend the attachment of the Holley pump owned by

the precinct to some water-wheel then in use, which attachment

was estimated to cost not more than $200.

They report it inexpedient at that time to purchase of W. S.

Moses the hose carriage uniforms, which had been used before in

working the hydrants.

After hearing the report it was voted to instruct the fire wards

to attach the Holley pump to any water-wheel of sufficient power,

expense not to exceed $200, for the next year.

The precinct continued to extend its pipes, erect hydrants and

provide reservoirs for the years 1878—'79.

On the third day of March, 1881, the precinct, acting through

their chief engineer. Lyman Whipple, made a contract with the

Mead, Mason & Co. to the following effect :

For and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars paid to

them annually by the Lebanon Center Village Fire Precinct Mead Mason

& Co. will put their pump or engine at the Upper Shop (so called) in

good order, and will keep up steam and furnish power sufficient to

run said force Pump to its fullest capacity in case of fire, said steam

to be kept up at hours both day and night during the time the Pre

cinct may contract for. It being expressly understood that said Pre

cinct are to have full control of the Force Pump, and to keep the same

in repair after receiving it; and in case the said Upper Shop should be

destroyed by fire, Mead Mason & Co. reserve to themselves the right

to annul their obligations, and in that case the Precinct are only to

pay pro rata up to the date of such destruction; this agreement to con

tinue for the term of one year, and after the expiration of said year

either party can discontinue this arrangement by giving the opposite

party one year's written notice to that effect; and said agreement to

continue in full effect one year from and after the date of said notice;

tnis agreement, when entered into, to commence from January 1*

1881.

At the annual meeting in 1883, the number of fire wards was

reduced to three instead of seven, to be known as chief engineer,
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first assistant and second assistant. Lyman Whipple was chosen

chief; H. P. Goodrich, first assistant; George C. Perkins, second

assistant.

At the annual meeting in 1884, the following resolution was

adopted, on motion of J. L. Spring :

Resolved that a Committee of 7 be chosen to investigate the subject

of introducing running water, procure full Information and estimates

and report to an adjourned meeting.

The committee was Charles A. Downs, Edward J. Durant, G.

S. Joslyn, Charles M. Baxter, A. M. Shaw, John L. Spring and

L. C. Pattee.

This meeting for some reason which does not appear found

great difficulty in adjourning.

The first motion was that when the meeting adjourn it shall be

to one week from today. An amendment was offered substi

tuting one month for one week. The amendment was not ac

cepted by the mover of the first motion, but the meeting voted to

adjourn to one month from date at 7.30 p. m., May 1.

On motion it was voted to reconsider the vote, and it was

moved that when the meeting adjourn, it adjourn to the first

Tuesday in May. As the hour of the day was not mentioned the

motion was amended so as to read that when the meeting ad

journs, it adjourns until the first Tuesday in May at 7.30 p. m.,

which was satisfactory and the meeting adjourned. The his

torian offers this criticism, that in none of the motions was the

place to which the meeting was to adjourn mentioned.

At the adjourned meeting the committee made a verbal report

which was accepted with thanks, and the article under which the

committee acted was laid upon the table. After the transaction

of some other business it was voted to take the committee 's report

from the table, whereupon the meeting adjourned, a step to

wards the fatal catastrophe!

The annual meeting of the precinct, 1885, was chiefly remark

able for the difficulty of securing a board of fire wards. After

having elected a moderator and a clerk, the meeting adjourned

until Saturday evening.

At the adjourned meeting Lyman Whipple was elected first fire

ward, Harlan P. Goodrich was elected second fire ward. Mr.
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Goodrich saying that he had served fifteen years as a fire ward,

asked to be excused. Upon vote he was excused.

Upon a second ballot for a second fire ward, George C. Per

kins was chosen, who declined to serve and asked to be excused.

His request was granted.

Two more ballots were taken, resulting in no choice. At the

next balloting William A. Churchill was elected.

Proceeded to ballot for third fire ward, when there was no

choice. At the second ballot Frank Sayre was chosen, having

eight competitors.

The precinct voted that the fire wards be instructed to con

struct a reservoir near the southeast corner of land of John L. T.

Brown on Hanover Street, which was done.

At a special meeting held September 1, 1886, A. M. Shaw, in

behalf of the Village Improvement Society, presented a detailed

report as to the cost of introducing water from Mascoma River,

to be pumped into a reservoir on the hill east of the village.

Upon motion of J. L. Spring, an informal vote was taken upon

the question, Shall the precinct introduce water for the purposes

specified ? Upon a division 97 voted in the affirmative and 34 in

the negative.

Upon motion of C. A. Dole, the following resolution was

adopted :

That a Committee of three be appointed by the Moderator to as

certain how many of the owners of water powers on Mascoma River

below the Chandler Power (so called) will gratuitously sign a quit claim

to the Precinct to draw from said River at or near the Chandler power,

all the water the Precinct may desire for protection against fire, and

for supplying the Precinct generally with water and report at an ad

journed meeting.

The moderator appointed C. A. Dole, J. L. Spring and R. 'W.

Cragin. Dole and Cragin declined and were excused. A. W.

Baker and C. D. Smith were appointed. Mr. Baker declined and

was excused, whereupon E. F. Emerson was appointed.

Upon motion of C. A. Dole, the following resolution was

adopted :

Resolved that a Committee of three be appointed by the Moderator

to ascertain at what amount the land damages can be adjusted for

laying and maintaining from some point on the Mascoma River near
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the Chandler Power, so called to the contemplated Reservoir and thence

to Shaw street, and also, at what price the land needed for said Reser

voir can be obtained

The moderator appointed the same committee as before.

At the adjourned meeting held September 8, 1886, the com

mittee reported as to land damage. W. M. Kendall agreed to

accept $25 for the right to lay and maintain an aqueduct pipe,

and upon payment thereof to execute proper release and convey

ances. Upon payment of $50 C. W. Gerrish agreed to do the

same, with the proviso not to conflict with any right heretofore

given.

W. M. Kendall further agreed to convey the right to build and

maintain a reservoir on the northerly side of his farm, with

needed right of way, and stone to be taken from his farm for the

sum of $50. At this meeting a resolution was adopted which was

reconsidered and withdrawn at an adjourned meeting held Sep

tember 18, 1886, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, and the following

adopted in its stead :

Resolved that a Committee consisting of Charles A. Dole, Solon A.

Peck, Carlos D. Smith, Lyman Whipple and Harlan P. Goodrich be

authorized by the Precinct and they are hereby authorized to procure

necessary surveys, and specifications for putting in water works for

the protection of the Precinct against loss by fire, and for supplying the

Precinct with water, to be taken from Mascoma Lake or River, to call

for proposals for putting in the works, and to contract for the same,

provided it can be done at an expense not exceeding forty thousand

dollars

And said Committee are hereby farther authorized if bonds of the

Precinct may be legally issued, or whenever they may be legally Is

sued, to prepare, execute, and dispose of the bonds of the Precinct, suf

ficient to pay for said water works not exceeding the sum of forty

thousand dollars; the rate of interest upon said bonds not to exceed five

per cent; said bonds to be made payable in twenty years from their

date; the interest to be payable annually or semi-annually and at

such place as the Committee may determine; and if such bonds are

ever issued the Committee are to use the avails therof to pay for said

works

This being a special meeting, the law required that a ballot be

taken upon the resolution and that the checklist be used. Such a

list had been prepared and was used for the first and last time in

precinct meetings. By vote the polls were to close at 8 o'clock
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in the evening. A few moments before 8 o'clock it was voted

that the polls close at 8 o'clock and 30 minutes.

Upon sorting and counting the ballots the following was the

result:

Whole number of tickets given in was, 30-3

In favor of Mascoma Lake, 2

In favor of the resolution, 295

297

Against the resolution, 6

Majority in favor, 291

It being ascertained that one-half the number of voters in the

precinct whose names were on the checklist at the annual meeting

in 1886 was 277, the resolution was declared adopted.

This was a movement in the right direction, but none heard,

none saw the fearful calamity swiftly coming.

The annual meeting was held April 5, 1887, at which only

routine business was transacted. In four weeks from the ad

journment of this meeting the calamity came.

By the courtesy of the proprietors of the Granite State Free

Press the following account of the one great fire of Lebanon is

given from their files just as it was prepared at the time, dated

May 13, 1887 :

At Last.

Lebanon's great calamity has come—80 buildings burned—

600 men thrown out op employment—40 families home

less.

When Monday 's sun set peacefully in the west the busy hum of

industry in twenty or more manufacturing establishments, large

and small, on five dams, on both sides of the Mascoma River in

the center village of this town, had just ceased for the day. and

the 600 employes therein wended their way to their homes for the

night's rest preparatory to another day's toil. When Tuesday's

sun rose every one of those shops and mills was a heap of smoul

dering ruins, after a desperate fight of five hours to save them,

and the devastation was being stayed for want of anything on
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which to feed down the river, and the interposition of brick

walls and piles of green logs, as well as by the arrival of timely

help, in other directions.

At about 12.45 o 'clock Watchman Berry at the Governor Hale

woolen mill, recently purchased by Carter & Rogers, was awak

ened by a light flashing through his window. Rising quickly he

could see two fires apparently at the south end of Mead,

Mason & Co.'s lower shop. He dressed quickly and hastened out

to give the alarm. About the same time or a minute later, and

just as Berry came out of the mill, Watchman Bullock at Ken-

drick and Davis' key factory saw the light and rung the key

factory bell, and almost simultaneously Watchman Webster at the

shop where the fire was discovered it. He pressed the electric

key connecting with the fire gong at the upper shop, and then

rung the lower shop bell. Watchman Duplisse at the upper

shop was on his round when the electric alarm sounded, and a

minute was lost in getting to the gong, and another minute by

pulling the wire so violently as to break it, necessitating the

hunting up of a wrench. In those minutes the fire made rapid

strides, as it was among shavings under the shop, and every

thing in the vicinity was especially combustible. The whole

room above was a mass of flame in less than no time as it seemed,

and when the first help arrived it was apparent that the whole

lower shop was doomed. It was still hoped to save the immense

three-story warehouse on the opposite side of Water Street, and

connected by a covered overhead bridge, containing probably an

acre of floor, and packed full of manufactured furniture and

house finish, much of it elegantly upholstered. This bridge,

however, proved a flue through which first an immense volume

of smoke and then a sheet of flame poured into the warehouse,

which also contained the counting room and the safes, and in

fifteen minutes this, too, was enveloped in flames. Very little of

the contents were removed, and these largely were afterwards

burned. The stock of manufactured goods was unusually large,

being held back on account of the interstate commerce law, in

hope to get a living rate for freights. There is probably not

another such tinder box in the state of New Hampshire. The

flames shot up 200 feet into the air, affording a sight appalling

and sublime. The heat was intense, rendering near approach by

25
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the firemen impossible. The firemen rallied promptly to the

dismal alarm which sounded out on the stillness of the awful

night, but one of the hydrants refused to open, even by the aid

of the stoutest wrench, and the line of hose laid from it had to

be abandoned and allowed to burn on account of the intense

heat. The streams from the force pumps did not seem to come

with wonted power for some reason, while that from Athletic

Engine Co. No. 3. Eagle Extinguisher No. 1. seemed to have

little more effect than common boys' squirt guns. Our fire de

partment, 120 men, with the appliances they had. were never

intended to cope with such a fire, and were powerless before it.

Alas! Alas! As we have twenty times expressed a fear, pro

phesying what has now occurred as only a question of time—the

water-works, though put under contract and to be completed by

September, have come one year too late. How we have plead

for them through all these years. They would have saved at

least eight times their cost. But, alas, three months too late, and

the burden increased upon the taxable property left in the pre

cinct by the wiping out of one-fifth or one-sixth of it. O Folly.

thy name is Humanity, and thou art everywhere. But enough

of this.

The heat was awfully intense. It did not need the cinders

which went hundreds of feet into the air and then fell on all

sides in that awful stillness upon roofs almost blistered with the

heat of the previous day—it did not need this to inflame the

buildings on all sides; the heat was enough. The fire leaped

simultaneously to the tenement house of Mead. Mason & Co. at

the corner of Mascoma and Water streets on the east ; to the key

factory on the south; across the river to the Hale factory and

Cole & Son's foundry on the west; and across Mascoma Street

to the dwelling and livery stable of Dan Scott on the north. The

department could scarcely hold the flames in check in one direc

tion—what could they do with all these fires? Almost abso

lutely nothing.

About 2 o'clock the telephone operator succeeded in arousing

Enfield, and Protector Engine Co., Capt. Cross, was here by 3

o'clock, a locomotive being detached from a freight train to

bring it and a large corps of fresh and hardy men. Never were

men more heartily greeted or did better service.
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There was harder luck with Hanover. The telephone would

not work, and a messenger was despatched. The Hanover com

pany, Capt. , responded and arrived in time to be of ser

vice. Concord could not be reached by telegraph; the line

would not work for some reason. The telephone line to Concord

would not work. She was finally reached by way of Bellows

Falls by telephone, thence by telegraph, and assistance asked

for. It was an hour of intense agony. The flames licked up as

if a dainty morsel the tenement house known as the Lawton

house, standing near in the lower shop yards, and G. A. El

liott's carriage shop close to the lower or Mascoma Street bridge;

burned this bridge, but without waiting for that to burn leaped

over it to the B. T. Tilden building on the opposite side of Mas-

coma Street, occupied by Muchmore & Whipple, house builders,

N. B. Marston, rake manufacturer, and Ira Bucklin, carpenter

and builder. This building also went like tinder. The pre

cinct pump was in the basement. The operator stood by it until

the falling timbers made life insecure, and he left it running.

A minute later escape would have been impossible save by jump

ing into the river, and two minutes later by any method. The

wheel is running still, but to make a wreck of the pump was the

work of only a few minutes and it ceased to work, and being left

open, operated as an open valve to deprive the steam pump of

the Mead, Mason & Co. 's upper shop of its power.

There was nothing now but hand engines to fight the largest

fire New Hampshire ever saw—two or three hand engines and a

little extinguisher. Meantime the flames had worked up Mas-

coma Street toward the park, destroying a two-tenement house

belonging to Mrs. Ellis, and two tenement houses belonging to

Mrs. P. E. Davis, occupied by Charles Woodward, Miss E. M.

Camp, dressmaker, and two other families. The fire was suc

cessfully resisted in this direction by a desperate and successful

fight to save the house owned by Mrs. Davis and occupied by

Mr. Hoisington. The flames pressed up the stream, destroyed

the Northern Railroad bridge, and attacked the splendid flour

and grist mill, one of the best in the state, of William F. Shaw,

occupied by Shaw & Wright, also by A. W. Rix, machinist, and

the Shaw Rifles' armory. This seemed reluctant to burn, as

the sheet-iron covering at the south end protected it for awhile.
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but it was impossible to get a stream of water to the ridge pole,

and it succumbed at last. The Free Press building came next,

owned by Patrick Jordan, occupied by the Free Press, Freeman

& Richardson, job printers, and the families of Patrick Coogan

and John Bushway, two tenements being empty. Here it seemed

highly probable the fire would be cut off, and having removed

books, files and valuable papers, and got some other things ready

to go in a hurry if necessary, we were indulging in the hope of

going immediately to work to get out an extra. Fifteen min

utes later the extra got us out on the double quick. A quarter-

inch stream of water for ten minutes would have saved us, as it

would many a more valuable building, but it could not be had.

It was now towards daylight, and a stream was turned on the

blacksmith shop of P. Jordan, next north of us, and the tene

ment in the rear occupied by Mr. Townsend, which was half

consumed, and here the fire was stayed in this direction.

Meantime it had crept up the south side of Mascoma Street to

the park, destroying Mead, Mason & Co.'s lumber shed, the old

Lafayette Hotel building, owned by S. S. Houghton of Boston,

and occupied by L. W. Smith, carriages and sleighs, and by three

families; also the building occupied by Billings' marble works,

second and third stories empty, and the large livery stable con

necting. It crept up the east side of Mill Street, taking a busi

ness block owned by O. T. Purmort and occupied as a storehouse

by different parties; also the gristmill sheds, the old house in

front of our office, owned by C. O. Hurlbutt and occupied by

two famibes, the corner house, occupied by Mr. Rose, and the

billiard room and restaurant of P. S. Lemay.

From the Lafayette the fire communicated to the engine house

and to W. P. McFee's house on Hanover Street, which being

brick lined made quite a stubborn resistance, but in vain, thence

to the adjoining harness shop of Mr. McFee and shoe shop of

A. Rock, second story occupied by Frank Morgan and mother

as a residence. Next came Baldwin's wooden block, lower story

occupied by J. E. Lincoln, dry goods, and C. E. Marston, under

taker's goods, and C. E. Colburn, groceries and crockery; upper

story by C. N. Walker, sewing machines, organs and pianos,

rooms and residence, and H. P. Granger, tenement and photo

graph rooms. The next was a block owned and occupied by
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C. E. Pulsifer, grocer, second story by Athletic Club rooms.

All these blocks were destroyed, their contents being largely

removed in a damaged condition. This brings us to the new and

elegant brick block of G. C. Whipple, where a most desperate

and finally successful fight was made, thanks to the timely ar

rival of the Enfield company. All of the occupants of this build

ing removed their goods, the heat being so intense. On the lower

floor G. C. Whipple, dry goods; P. M. Kenyon, tailor; F. Wal

ton & Co., boots and shoes; I. N. Perley, druggist.

The west side of Hanover Street—Hildreth's block, Whip

ple's old block, and Worthen's block were in the greatest danger,

the first named being on fire several times. The slightest breeze in

that direction would have doomed them, and with them the whole

of North Park Street, including the town hall. The fight was

made mainly on Hildreth 's block, and it was admirably made, too,

by means of pails of water and small force pumps. A. C. Rich

ardson, foreman of the squirt gun company, says that the chimney

was so hot he could not bear his hand on it. Down the river

from the point of starting, the flames swept till there was

nothing further for them to devour. The key factory, C. M.

Baxter's machine shop, the old saw mill, and Mead, Mason &

Co. 's lumber yard are a heap of ashes.

A scene of awful destruction was meantime being enacted on

the west side of the river. The flames leaped the river at the

point of first start to Cole & Son's pattern house and foundry.

They leaped again both across the river from the Muchmore &

Whipple building and across Mascoma Street from the foundry

to Cole & Son's machine shop. They leaped again from Shaw's

mill across the river to Mead, Mason & Co.'s upper shop, the

river side of which was covered with wood dust from the blower,

and it went like tinder. Nothing could oppose it, and nothing

tried to oppose it. Not a stream of water was put on, not a line

of hose was laid on the west side until everything was flat.

There was water enough in the river, but no hose. The shop,

the dry house, and boiler house, containing the company's pow

erful steam force pump and the precinct fire steam gong, went

like a flash. There was great terror and dread of an explosion.

The gong valve opened and sent its deep, dismal, half-suppressed
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groan through minutes that seemed hours. It seemed like a

howl from the infernal regions.

The large three-story storehouse, full of furniture in the

white, and immense piles of hardwood lumber between it and

the boiler, made a terrible fire. T. D. Marston's sawmill came

next up the river. It was nothing to lick that up. But the pile

of green logs above it afforded a chance to fight the fire fiend to

some advantage and the chance was improved, stopping it just

short of Franklin Tucker's house. It took a plucky fight with

blankets and buckets and force pumps to save the houses along

High Street, opposite the upper shop. The extinguisher, re

lieved from other duty, finally came to the rescue and helped

to save them. A dozen dwellings must have gone, if a fire too

big for buckets had once started here—probably more. Long

before this the fire from Cole & Son's foundry had communicated

to their counting house, thence to F. C. Churchill's tenement

house on the east side of High Street, occupied by Charles Dow

and E. A. Cotting, which was burned.

Turning back now to the early morning hour, it will be re

membered that the fire at the starting point leaped the river.

setting fire to Cole & Son's foundry. It communicated thenee

to their counting room building; thence to a house on the cor

ner of Mascoma and Mechanic streets owned by Mrs. Lynch and

occupied by Mrs. Balduc ; next came a house owned and occupied

by Mrs. Lynch. Mascoma Hotel, owned and occupied by S. D.

Jones, house owned by M. B. Foss and occupied by P. Duplisse

and Charles Burdette, and one owned by Mrs. P. E. Davis, with

two tenants. The fire was stopped at the next house, that of

Henry Benton, by a desperate effort, aided by the timely arrival

of a lot of fresh men by train from West Lebanon and White

River Junction. Had the immense stock barn of Justus Sar

gent, next to this, caught fire there is no knowing where the end

would have been in this direction. It was about half-past two

o'clock when the fire was checked here, and in common with

multitudes of people on the east side, we did not know that there

was any fire on the west side till about 4 o'clock, so busy had we

been in fighting on our side. In the rear of these houses and on

the nameless street leading to the woolen mill, were four cottage
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houses belonging to Thomas Fahey and Dan Driseoll, and occu

pied by themselves and several tenants.

This ends the record of buildings destroyed, which, not count

ing sheds and small outbuildings, number 80, as shown by the

insurance map of the village. The last serious fight was on High

Street about 5 o'clock, and it was indeed a most desperate one.

Blankets and carpets kept constantly wet did the business, aided

finally by the Extinguisher Co. The fight at O. W. Burnap's

house was important as a long row of houses close together on

West Street were in the rear of it, with the West Street school-

house. North of West Street no serious damage was done.

Just as this last fight had been successfully made, and it be

came reasonably sure that the last house was burning, the steam

engine Governor Hill and Kearsarge hose carriage arrived from

Concord, about 5.45 o'clock, having made the trip of 65 miles in

85 minutes with two stops, one of which was four minutes.

This is the quickest time ever made on the road except possibly

that in competition for the Canadian mails about thirty years

ago, when an engine made the trip from White River Junction

to Concord, 70 miles, in 90 minutes. The train contained two

platform and one passenger car, drawn by the locomotive Green

field, Nelson Braley, engineer, and was in charge of Conductor

Dan. Lary. Chief Engineer Dan. Newhall personally had charge

of the Concord apparatus. There was still need of a great deal

of water to be thrown, and the Governor Hill was welcomed with

great joy and afforded a feeling of relief to our tired firemen

and citizens. It was stationed on the Hanover Street iron

bridge.

Colburn Park presented a strange scene. There was not a

spot ten feet square but what was piled with store or household

goods, machinery, and property of almost every conceivable

kind. Every dooryard deemed far enough away to be safe, on

both sides of the river, was similarly occupied. Many goods

were moved several times. A great many goods were burned

after being gotten out. It was impossible to get one team where

ten were needed. To add to the mishaps of the day, over which

some infernal spirit seemed to preside, the steamer Governor

Hill became disabled after playing an hour or two and was ren

dered unserviceable. The ring of the Athletic 's bell was heard
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every few minutes all the day and evening, calling for men to

man the brakes, to keep the glowing embers within due bounds

and prevent a second fire. It was an awful fire. No New

Hampshire town ever saw its equal. God grant that none other

may ever have a like experience.

People came by hundreds all day to witness the disaster.

Many families spent all day guarding their little piles of

goods, while the head of the family hunted for quarters. Hap

pily the number of houseless families was not so large—we

reckon it 43—but that all could find shelter of some kind. The

smaller losses, below $100 in the list which we give elsewhere, are

mostly losses to poor houseless families by goods burned or dam

aged in removal. Not one in ten of them was insured. Nearly

all the buildings, except some of Mead, Mason & Co.'s, were

insured.

The insurance companies might well stand appalled in face of

so great a calamity, but their agents were promptly on hand

and were as busy all day Wednesday and Thursday as were the

reporters on Tuesday. A large portion of the insurance is al

ready satisfactorily adjusted.

We cannot express in too warm words the gratitude of the

people of Lebanon to the stalwart men from Concord. Enfield.

Hanover, West Lebanon and White River Junction, who came to

our aid in the hour of our distress. We have not room to say

more now.

There is great reason for gratitude that no lives were lost.

David Perkins became overheated and had to be carried home.

and it was reported that he was dead, but he finally came out all

right. No serious casualty has been reported to us.

The following list of losses is the result of personal interviews

with nearly all the losers, and the estimates by friends as to such

as we were unable to find. We judge the estimates to be reason

ably fair, and that under-estimates and the absence of some that

we failed to get will balance any possible over-estimates. We

have accepted the press estimate of $100,000 for Mead, Mason &

Co. as a fair one in our own judgment. They do not like to give

one of themselves, but we feel that it is due to our readers that

the best estimate we can get be given.
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LIST OF LOSSES.
.

Mead, Mason & Co $100,000

S. Cole & Son 50,000

Kendrick & Davis 30,000

W. F. Shaw . 20,000

Carter & Rogers . 20,000

C. M. Baxter 16,000

J. E. Lincoln 10,000

C. E. Pulsifer 8,000

Shaw & Wright . 7,000

Charles Dow 400

L. W. Smith 700

C. E. Colburn 1,800

P. M. Kenyon 1,000

Ira Bucklin . 900

A. Rock 250

W. H. Stickney . 60

Albert Blish 50

Peter Russell 50

Noble Webster 100

Nelson Sargent 50

I. N. Perley (settled) 100

A. W. Rix . 5,000

T. B. Marston . - 3,500

F. Walton & Co. 1,500

F. C. Churchill . 3,200.

G. C. Whipple 3,000

Muchmore & Whipple 1,500

B. T. Tilden 3,500

Misses Brown 50

H. P. Granger 1,000

John Bushway 50

C. D. Scott . ' 5,000

J. E. Dewey 2,000

Mrs. P. E. Davis . 5,100

W. H. Morris 30

S. S. Houghton . 9,000

Mrs. Lynch . 2,500

Richard Lindsay . 400
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D. H. Currie $400

Mrs. James Griffin 200

P. Garland . 100

David Deforge 125

Shaw Rifles . 100

Lebanon Fire Precinct 2.000

P. Jordan 3.000

John Townsend 50

P. Coogan 50

Lowell Richardson 50

G. A. Elliott 1.200

O. T. Purmort 2.000

B. & L. Railroad, bridge 7.000

Town of Lebanon, bridge 1.500

Four freight cars 2.000

Mrs. Buck 300

J. L. Spring 50

S. D. Jones . 4.000

Mrs. Balduc 25

Thomas Fahey 3.000

Dan Driscol 2.500

M. B. Foss . 2.000

Duplisse 300

Charles Bodette 300

O. R. Rose . 250

Henry Benton 3.500

James Lawrence 25

W. M. Kendall . 300

Miss M. E. Camp . 75

Charles Woodward 75

H. G. Billings 4.500

C. N. Walker 1.500

I. Titus & Co., Brattleboro 1.500

C. E. Marston 2.500

O. W. Baldwin 6.500

E. H. Cheney, Free Press 1.200

Freeman & Richardson . 3.000

O. W. Burnap 50

Jo. Demosh . 300
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Joseph Plomondon $50

W. P. MeFee 4,000

E. A. Cotting 50

Extinguisher Co. . 250

Athletic Co. 400

Frank Morgan 500

N. B. Marston 2,500

INSURANCE.

The following shows the amount of insurance so far as is

known at present. There may be some few policies in outside

companies, but if any the amount is small :

C. E. Pulsifer, Pulsifer block.

Capital ....... $1,500.00

Capital Association ..... 1,000.00

Baldwin's block,

Granite State ...... 1,000.00

Guaranty ....... 500.00

Sullivan ........ 1,000.00

Cheshire ....... 2,000.00

F. C. Churchill, house,

Fitchburg ....... 1,000.00

Merchants & Farmers . ... 800.00

T. B. Marston, sawmill, etc.,

Granite State ...... 500.00

New Hampshire ..... 500.00

People's ....... 500.00

B. T. Tilden 's building,

Granite State ...... 500.00

Guaranty . . . . 500.00

Capital ....... 500.00

People's ....... 500.00

Ira Bucklin, stock,

Manufacturers & Merchants 350.00

Muchmore & Whipple, stock,

Amoskeag . 500.00.
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N. B. Marston, stock,

Mascoma

Phoenix Mutual .

Indian Head

G. A. Elliott, building,

New Hampshire

Chas. E. Colburn, stock,

Underwriters

Amoskeag .

C. E. Marston, stock,

Mascoma

Capital Association

Granite State

J. E. Lincoln, stock,

Mascoma .

Guaranty .

Manufacturers & Merchants

Concord

Mt. Holly .

People's

New England

W. P. McFee, stock,

New Hampshire

W. P. McFee, house,

Capital

Granite State

Peter Lemay, houses and shop,

Guaranty .

C. D. Scott, stock,

Mascoma .

Pat. Jordan's block,

E. H. Cheney, stock,

Mascoma .

Granite State

Freeman & Richardson, stock

Granite State

New Hampshire .

Cheshire

$500.00

400.00

400.00

500.00

500.00

1,000.00

500.00

500.00

500.00

1,000.00

1,000.00

2,000.00

1,000.00

1,000.00

1,000.00

2,000.00

1,000.00

850.00

850.00

1,800.00

400.00

300.00

650.00

500.00

1,000.00

1,000.00
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Shaw's grist mill,

Mascoma ...... . $2,000.00

Underwriters ...... . 1,500.00

Capital Association .... . 1,000.00

Amoskeag ...... . 1,250.00

People's ...... . 1,250.00

A. W. Rix, stock,

Capital . . . . . . 1,000.00

People's ...... . 1,000.00

Shaw & Wright, stock,

Guaranty . . . . . ' . . 1,000.00

New Hampshire .... . 1,000.00

Mascoma ...... . 1,500.00

C. D. Scott, houses,

Capital Association .... . 1,087.50

Granite State ..... 800.00

Capital ...... . 1,087.50

Lafayette Hotel, S. S. Houghton,

People's ...... . 1,000.00

Charles Goss & Co., storehouse and stock,

Granite State ..... . 1,000.00

L. W. Smith, stock,

New England ..... 750.00

Thos. Fahey, house,

Capital Association .... . 1,100.00

Springfield ..... 700.00

Mascoma House,

. New Hampshire .... . 1,600.00

Mrs. Lynch 's houses,

Springfield ..... 850.00

Phenix ...... 800.00

C. Cole & Son, office and storehouse,

Granite State ..... . 1,000.00

Manufacturers and Merchants . 1,000.00

New Hampshire 500.00

People's ...... . 1,000.00

New England ..... 750.00

S. Cole & Son, machine shop and contents,

Underwriters ..... 750.00

Amoskeag ...... . 1,000.00
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Guarantee ...... . $1,000.00

Manufacturers and Merchants 750.00

People's ...... . 1,000.00

Other insurance ..... . 1,000.00

Cheshire ...... . 2,750.00

Mead, Mason & Co., upper shop,

Underwriters ..... 500.00

Guaranty ...... 500.00

Amoskeag . . . ... 500.00

Manufacturers and Merchants 500.00

Capital ...... 500.00

Dover ....... 500.00

Other insurance ..... . 4,700.00

Mead, Mason & Co., stock, lower shop,

Underwriters . . ... . 1,000.00

Manufacturers and Merchants . 1,000.00

Kendrick & Davis, shop and stock,

Mascoma ...... . 1,500.00

Underwriters ..... . 1,000.00

Capital Association .... . 1,000.00

Granite State ..... . 1,500.00

Amoskeag ...... . 1,000.00

Guarantee ...... . 1,000.00

Manufacturers and Merchants 300.00

Capital ...... . 1,000.00

Indian Head ..... . 1,000.00

Concord ...... . 1,500.00

People's ...... . 1,500.00

C. M. Baxter, shop,

New Hampshire .... . 2,000.00

People's ...... . 1,000.00

Lebanon Woolen Mill,

Mascoma ...... . 1.000.00

Underwriters ..... . 1,000.00

Guaranty . . ... . 1,000.00

Manufacturers and Merchants . 1,000.00

New Hampshire .... . 1.250.00

Capital ....... . 1,000.00

People's ...... . 1,250.00
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Daniel Driscoll, houses,

Phenix ...... . $1,700.00

Mary Houghton's livery barn,

Concord ...... 500.00

H. G. Billings' livery stock,

Underwriters . 750.00

People's ...... 750.00

H. G. Billings' marble stock,

Guarantee ..... 500.00

Mrs. P. E. Davis, house,

New Hampshire . . . . . 1,000.00

J. E. Dewey, house,

Merchants and Farmers . 1,600.00

The burned area presents a scene of awful desolation viewed

from any point of approach. It extends 100 rods or more up

and down the river with varying width, and is variously esti

mated at from 8 to 12 acres. The extent of water fall can be

taken in at a glance now, and no man can look at it and believe

that it is to lie idle. It is impossible. Our people are full of

courage. Some men are going to need temporary help, but no

body is going to fail, and every real estate owner is able to re

build. It is believed that most of them will do so, and so build

as to enable them to do business to better advantage.

RESURGAM

is written all over Lebanon, and she can be depended upon to

redeem her pledge, her faith be realized. We shall yet behold

Beauty for Ashes, the Oil of Joy for Mourning, and the Garment

of Praise for the Spirit of Heaviness.

NOTES ABOUT THE FIRE.

We still live.

Nil desperandum.

The sound of the axe and the hammer is already heard.

A town meeting is called to see if the town will exempt manu

facturing establishments rebuilt on the burned district. Of

course there can be but one opinion about it. There is just one
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thing to do, and the heartier the unanimity the sooner we will

recover from this shock. .

The material saved from our office was scattered all over the

village, and during Tuesday our office was "all along the

shore." It was about like saving one hind wheel and one for

ward wheel, a whiflletree, and the seat cushion of a wagon, with

a dead horse for motive power. The loss that will bother us

most is that of our newspaper press. We are under obligations

to the Hanover Gazette, the Landmark and Royal Cummings at

White River Junction, The Reporter at Canaan, the Monitor at

Concord, the Journal at Franklin Falls, the Mirror at Manches

ter, and the Journal at Windsor, Vt., for kind offers of assist

ance. We decided to get out only a two-page sheet this week

and found it most convenient to accept the offer of Bro. Barney

at Canaan, who knows what it is to be burned out himself. It

is an easy job to replace type, but a press does not come so easy,

and we shall be compelled to get our paper printed out of town

for a few weeks.

The light was seen at Claremont, and it is reported at La-

conia.

It will take piles of brick and lumber to supply this market

for awhile.

Now, Mr. Densmore, push that brickyard for all it is worth,

night and day.

The Mascoma Falls can now be seen somewhat as the Indian

saw them.

It is thought the insurance as finally adjusted will amount to

about $110,000.

Good-bye, old Lafayette. The glorious Frenchman once

rested, we believe, under its roof.

T. B. Marston is already at work rebuilding his sawmill. He

will put in a saw as soon as he can get in a foundation and cover

it while running.

General Bridge Master Haseltine of the B. & L. and Division

Bridge Master Spaulding were promptly on hand Tuesday to

put in a trestle in place of the burned bridge. Work was begun
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at 6 o'clock Tuesday evening and trains passed over it before

2 o'clock the next day.

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the ladies of Lebanon

who organized a relief corps very early Tuesday morning, were

everywhere present among the exhausted firemen, with coffee,

lemonade and water, and served a bountiful early breakfast in

the town hall.

Some cinders from the fire were picked up a mile and a half

from town.

Schools did not keep Tuesday on account of the excitement

caused by the fire.

Rebuilding has already commenced. Baldwin and Pulsifer

are to build one block.

The safes of the losers by the fire came out successfully, only

the outside being injured.

The call for our fire company from Lebanon, Tuesday morn

ing, was received here by telephone a few minutes before two

o'clock. Ten minutes later E. B. Huse had his span of big

horses attached to the engine and started, but on reaching the

depot word was received that a train then at Canaan would be

right along and take it, so it was loaded on a flat car, but it was

nearly three-quarters of an hour before the engine came—it

seemed much longer—but in eight minutes after, the Protector

No. 2 was unloading in Lebanon, and in a very few minutes more

was at the iron bridge and had a stream on the fire. We will

let our Lebanon neighbors, who were exhausted and almost dis

mayed by two hours' hard combat with the flames, say how they

felt to receive assistance just at that time. Our boys were fresh,

and were only too glad to be able to help when help was most

needed.

The origin of the fire is a mystery. The watchman's clock

was opened Thursday afternoon in our presence, and in that of

other gentlemen, and shows beyond all cavil that he made his

proper rounds, once an hour, from 7 to 12 o'clock. There is no

possibility of mistake about it. The watchman's name is Noble

A. Webster. He lived in one of the burned houses and lost

everything, including the money with which he was paid off
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Monday. It was mostly paper. Some of the silver was found

in the ruins.

RELIEF WORK.

On Monday afternoon at 2 o 'clock a fair number of ladies and

gentlemen gathered at the town hall to consider ways and means

of relieving any suffering there might be among us as a result of

the late fire. The meeting was called to order by Judge Tick-

nor. C. C. Rogers was elected chairman and Rev. E. T. Farrill

secretary. The selectmen were elected a committee to receive

any aid that might be volunteered. A committee of nine was

elected to investigate cases of need and to distribute aid. consist

ing of the following persons : Mrs. Lyman Whipple. Miss Mary

Kimball, W. H. Morris, Mrs. Mary Daniels. Miss Mary Sargent.

T. D. Simmons, Mrs. T. D. Simmons. Peter Lemay, Mrs. C. C.

Rogers. The meeting was adjourned to next Saturday evening.

at the town hall. 7 o'clock, to consider the general business inter

ests of the village in view of the recent disaster.

While the people have responded nobly with their assistance

in our emergency, the old truth has had several very practical

and emphatic illustrations that the real needy are best reached

and provided for, not by promiscuous giving, but by systematic

investigation and distribution.

The appeal for aid has been most generously met, and much

relief has been afforded by the contributions of clothing, furni

ture, etc.

The benevolent association of ladies connected with the Con

gregational Church appointed a relief committee to take prompt

action in relieving distress among those turned out of home.

Tuesday p. m. the chapel reminded one of some of the scenes of

war times when the ladies met to sew for the soldiers.

WHO WILL REBUILD.

A large force of men are already at work rebuilding Ken-

drick & Davis' watch key factory. The building will be

35 x 100. two stories high, of wood.

G. A. Elliot is putting in the foundation of his carriage shop

on the old spot, near the Mascoma Street bridge.
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Hon. A. M. Shaw will rebuild his flour and grist mill, and

work has already commenced.

T. B. Marston has the honor of having the first enclosure on

the burned ground—a small board shanty on one corner of his

sawmill lot, to be used as counting room and tool house. He is

pushing his sawmill and will be sawing in a few days, probably

by Monday or Tuesday next. He has purchased one of Lane's

latest improved sawmills.

Cole & Son announce by handbill that they are "cast down but

not destroyed," and will immediately rebuild, on the south side

of the street.

C. E. Pulsifer has the foundation of his new block next G. C.

Whipple's brick block, well advanced. He builds a wood shell,

to be encased in permanent brick walls as soon as brick can

be had.

O. W. Baldwin is putting in the foundation to rebuild his

block.

Workmen are repairing the railroad spur entering the lower

shop yards, and are rebuilding the trestle work for the track

which was used by the grist mill and upper shop. These tracks

are going to be used, too.

The building in which the fire originated, used for the manu

facture of sash, blinds, furniture and house finishing, was said

to be the oldest in the country; that is, it continued the longest

time without burning. No one can read the preceding graphic

account without feeling that there was a fatality in the event.

It had been threatened before, several times had a narrow escape

from destruction, but now everything worked adversely. First,

the watchman in the upper shop on his round hears an alarm

and in natural excitement pulls a wire connecting with an alarm

too violently, breaking the wire, necessitating the hunting up of

a wrench ; there was delay. Seconds then counted towards de

struction. A hydrant could not be opened even by the aid of the

stoutest wrench, and the hose stretched to it had to be aban

doned. After some delay Enfield was reached and Protector

Engine Co. was summoned and reached Lebanon about 3 o'clock,

by the help of a freight engine. "Never were men more heart

ily greeted or did better service." But the fire had a start of

two hours and fifteen minutes.



404 HISTORY OF LEBANON.

The telephone would not work to summon Hanover and a

messenger was despatched, which added two hours more to the

liberty of the devouring flames. Concord could be reached

neither by telegraph nor telephone directly ; a telephone message

was sent to Bellows Falls and from there a despatch sent to Con

cord summoning assistance. About 5.45 the steam fire engine

Governor Hill arrived and gave welcome and needed assistance

to weary firemen and citizens. But the steamer, brought at such

speed from a distant city, capable of doing such good service,

such a relief to tired firemen, was after an hour or two disabled.

But to crown the whole series of disasters, the precinct pumps be

came useless. Hydrants had to be hastily abandoned from the

intense heat and left open, valves that should have been closed

were left open, and the water sent out by the pumps went back

into the river or wasted on the ground. The system which had

been adopted was a good one, essentially the same now in use in

large cities, but it failed in the hour of supreme need, as any

system will fail if proper care and management fail. Fate was

supreme that terrible night.

Many suffered loss in the terrible conflagration, but the suf

ferers did not lose courage. The fire was still smouldering when

arrangements were made for rebuilding, temporarily at first, but

more solidly than ever before. The manufacturing district of

Lebanon today is better, far better, than it was on the eve of

May 9, 1879.

The origin of the fire was a mystery at the time; it is not less

so after more than nine years have gone by. Today, as at the

time, the probabilities point to an incendiary origin.




