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HOBOXEN'S DISGRACE,
The Town Aroused.
MURPHY UNDER SUSPICION

Acticn of the Citizens Association.

The City Hall Oficials Reticent—Somo
Deny that Murphy is a Defaulter—
Col. Stevens’ Statement.

The JovRNAL'S extra announcing the skipping
out of Water Registrar Michael Murphy fell like
& thunder clap upon Hobokeu's ¢ltizens. While
tho utmost consternation prevailed, universal re-
et was expressed that Murphy should have
placed himsalt in such a position. Ho bas held
the offico for fifteen years, and was uaiveraally
liked and respected,  The bottom facts are as yet
ipaccessible, Searching fnquiries by the Jour-
NAL’S reporters show that Murpby left his office
about 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon, About
8 o'clock ho stopped at his home and
told his sister that ex-Mayor Joha O'Neil
now Assistant Superintendent of tho Bureau of
Engraving at Washinzton bad telegraphed him
to meet bim (O'Neil) In Neiv York. Mo then
started towards the fary, and no subscquent
trace of him Lins been learned,

Hoboken now obtains its water supply from the
Hackensack Yater Company, of which Colonel
Edwin Stevens Is Treasurer. Tho city is allowed
a percentage of the collection in order to meet
the expenso of. the Water Department. Tho
company for nore than a year pest has been
dissatisfled with the amount it received, so much
so that its lawyers. Counsellors »Foster and
Weeks, were directed to take steps to compel the
city to settlo up. They were met by the Water
Commissioners statement that the taxpayers had
fallen bebind, and that the city could not pay over
the water rates until they wers collected.

As has been stated, Col. Stevens, three days ago,
wrole a letter to Water Commissioner Winges.
Both declive to divulge its contents, but it i3 be-
lieved that the letter hastened Murphy's flight,
Others of the Water Commissioners who have
been asked about the letter pretend to be ignor-
ant of it altogether,

The Water Commissioners met last night in
secret session, They dfd not adjourn until pearly
1 o'clock this morning. Murpby, who s secre-
tary to the Board, did not appear. Commissioner
Lohman acted in bis place. During the meeting
Commisgioner Winges revealed Col. Steveas® let-
ter to hiz colleagues. Toe Board decided to meet
agnin this afternoon 2t 1 o'cldck, At 11 o'clock
this morn{og Assistant Water Registrar George
Perry was summoned into the Council Chawmber
by the Water Commissioners and closely ques-
tioned. The result was that Messrs. John Brun-
ing and Martin Steljes, who are Registrar Mur-
phy's bondsmen, were potifled to be presentat
this afternoon’s meeting, .

‘When the Board got together the bondsmen,
Corporation Attorney Mirturn and the Water
Board, with the exceptlon of Commissioner Ru-
dolphy, were present. ublic was excluded,
It “was ascertalned that the Commisston-
ers directed thelr Finance Committee, Com-
misioners Lobman and Pleifier, 0
thorouphly fovestigato Murphy's accounis. Cor-
poration Attorney AMinturn drew up a resolution
summonipg the absent Registrar to appear be-
fore tho Board at 8 o'clock to-nizht under penalty
of removal from office,

_The entiro batch of ¢ity officials who are directly
concerned in the case appearto be desirous of
telling ag Hitle as they possibly can about it.

Commisstoner Fitzsimmobs, in response to o
Jourxan reporter, safl that he belleved that ald
the water rates coflected by Murpby bad been
patd over to the company.

Mr. John Bruaing, one of Murphy's bondsmen,
when asked for information by a JCTRNAZ repor-
ter, dbgé?f“-l up and said: “Well this is bad news—
Vel

mmissioner Winges said: “I would sooner
have had o knife thrust in my beart than to know
this about Mike. If Lie had told me about it the
thingz could have been fixed without any trouble.”™

From this it Is Inferred that the shortage is
comparatively small, 3

Early In N last the Ex ive Commit-
tee of the Citfzens Association of Hoboken. met
et John Reed’s nouse ard appointed Edward Russ
asd W. A’ Macy of the Hoboken Land and
Improvement Company to obtain a statement
from Water Regisirar Murphy, They were un-
able to obtain any satisfaction. N .

-At' a subsequent meeting the committee re-
quested the Water Commiszioners individualy to
make o statement of the  water accounnt. - In re-
sponse to this Murphy gave the committee through
Mr. Russ_n staterscut to the effect that he had
paid the Water (rompang $10,000 on gccount, and
wou'd pay the balance duve in afewdays. AMr.
Rauss ascertamed that the $10,000 had béen paid
over, and no furtker actlon was taken by the
comunittee, .

¥r, Russ informed a Jovryin reperter thaton
Maxch 224 he paid water rates smountingto
£19 14, 'lycheck drawn to e Water Company’s
order. The check .bas never been reiurned to

m.

Real estate agent John P. Crevier claims that,
Le paid considerable amount of water rates upon
leased property.  The tepaotsalse pald the water
rates. Mr. Crevier tried to obtain a refund from
M}\rpﬁ;‘sbut was unabic to do 59, .

becn ascertained that Murphy was in |

¢ ha
Schlatier's saloon, Hudson.sireet, about 7:30
He ¢rank wine with the proprietor.

TAE STCRY OUT. .

The news leaked out about 1.30 o'clock to-day.
Tn less than sn hour the City Hall was crowdsd
with people. Bu: few beileved the rumor, and
those who did took oceasion to deny it whenever
the opportunity cffered itself. A° JotmyiL re-
porter was the first tolearm of thematier. An
invest'sation covering a half hour convioced him
that the story of Murphy's defatcation was ouly
to0 true. 2Iurpby’s bomlsmen were looked up.
The only one that could be found was ex-Asscm;
biyman Steijes. Hewas secn as he cameofa
ferry boat. “Thave just neard of the rumor,”
said he. “‘What is-there in it¥" He refused to
say whether or pot he was on the defaulting
Whater Registrar’s bend, but made his way to the
City Hall, wbere the Board of Water Commis-
soners were in secrev session. N
M"I‘rvasurer Tdwin A. Stevers, of the Hackensack
ater Company, was then seen. He was closeted
with Yor. Suippen, assistant superintendent of the
works. Said Mr. Stevens:

] really don't know whet to say. In fact, T
can's believe that Xr. Murphy has fled, but I mnst
zdmit that kis absence gives ground for sus-

et
pl{xo 1 Leing pressed for information 3fr, Stevens

S¥re began to_supply the city with water in No-
vember, 1882, We agreed to pay the city a ceod
ntage on vater used. ‘The amount used Tam
not at Hoerty tostate.  Forthe first yeer the re-
turns eame In promptly and regularly, but then
fell off. ‘Tte amounts decreased and the returns
became stower, We notified Jr. furphy, also
the Doard.ot Water Commissioners. Mr. Murphy
visited us ard explained that the receipls were
slow 1o comizg io, and requested WS to lengthen
the time in which fo forwani the re-
turns. We did so. This had little or no
effec:, acd our  accounis came  so
sreatly muidled that we considered it time to
cive the maiter more atiention. About twoyears
B0 I sddressed apother letter to the Board, in
AgSeh I stated that @ settement Must be made,
Another explanation was made, and the matter
Tested unul about three days ago. I decided that
2 definits understacdipg must Le bad with the
Commissioners. 1 matled a letter to the President
of the Board, Willlam J. Wisges, and another
fo Mr. Murphy. Ilave &3 yet received no answer
Tocn eliher, bug as & result Mr. Murphy has made
himself scarec”™ )
Vil Fou teil rae the amourt of the shortagas™
skced the reporter. .
&--'f%az I c.-;g?mot. estimatejuntil 1 hear theresult of
the meetisg of the Commissioners. Tam not even
at liberts to givo you an idea.™
'‘The reporter then asked to basbowa the con
tents of tke letter sent bybim to President

SES. :

"ui"am"’t do evep thal,”” said be. *“I have no
objection to baving its conlents published, buc it
O3 & private correspondence, and I don’t con-
sider it proper o dlw:ul',:e .ﬂs conients. However,
Tusiak that the who'c aster should be publizted
will willicg?y swTe; -& COPY 1o the letter,
:’;gv‘i;ed you AR obtain Mr. Winge's cousent in
iting.” . . <
Wg:—gﬁdcnt Winges was then 3oo¥ed up. His
herse and bugey stecdiagin front of the City
Hall was evidence of his presence gt the meetinz
of the Water Commissionas. ~r. Winges finatly
o out, and to1he reporter's request to consent
fo have the leiter publisiied, he 5aid: “Tam not
at liberty. as tse leiter is addressed to the Board.
e wili act upon it to-eight, and if the Board de-
cides to make its contents known, 1am satisfied.’
4 prominent politician sall: “1 can't Lelieve it
1 am sare tint Mut:p!\)"d‘ld not jeave the city last

*ni=bt, I saw bim 0v8 o'clock this momning ™
Fx afayor Timken Faid thig gfterncon, “It is |
not so much of & surprise to me, I cxpectd some- |
thing of the 4 lo Ixz faet T had a petitfon |
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