The Question of Tater Works,

La-t evening, before the meeting of the Vil-
lage Trustees, appeared representatives of lhc‘
soveral fire insurance companies doing ULusi-'
ness in this village, who presented communi-
cations from the companies, stating that uoless
someiliing was done by the town for its better
protectivn against fire tho agencies would be
withdrawn entirely. The communications
were of the same nature as the one printed in
the DarLy Jornsar of the I5th inst., and all
iated that Jamestovn hul bast provids a bet-
ter protection, or she might in future insure
her own property. It was a  very
foreible way of putting the question, and one
that would attract the attention of any man
who owned property in Jamestown, and the
Trustees very naturally fell in with their views
and called a public meeting for Friday even-
fng, Oct. 3, at Jones' Ilall, to consult upon
the question of at once establishing water
sworhs, of any kind that will afford a good fire
protection,

This news will be welcomed by a majority
of our business men, as well as mechanies and
laboring men who depenrl upon the Lusiness
of tle town for a livelihood. The main thing
needed by Jamestown for its prosperity is a
system of water works that will Ve available
in the extiuguishing of fires, and also have a
tendency to lower in~urauce  Onr illage is
not the Jamestown of twelve years ago, when
its business portion was swept away in a night
by fire, althoual our facilities for extinguish-
ing fires have Leen but little improved since
that time.  As the town has been built and en-
larged, with very few exceptions the buildiugs
have been constructed with a proper regard
for protection against fire, in the absence of
'water for extinguishing one when once uuder
headnay, Lspecially is the case with our busi-!
ness houses, in every location, and pri-
vato  individuals, as  well as  the
village oflicers, have cherished this idea of pic-
venting fires rather than extinguishing them.
Up io this time this hus worked nothing but
good, but om growth as a sillage has boen so
rapid that the nmc hasnow come when prop-
erty must be protected by some other means,
and water and a steam engine are about ihe
Lest things for fighting fire that have been in-
vented.

Asa townwe are bt as badly fised as wany
others in this Counts. Ouar buildings are
properly constructed, and they are occupied
by a class of people who do mot court fi es.
We have almost without excepuion a class
of men doiog business, the town over, with
whom insurance men delight to trade, and
men wham they also say are not the ones who
are apt to have fires, considered in the light of
human probatilities. We have no low grogger-
ies and shops where fires often start, in other
towns aud cities, how, nobody ever finds out,
but contrarni ise our bisiness and themen who
conduct it are substantial.  Yet with all theso
advantages, if there is a fire in u neighborhovd
where water is scarce and Dbuildings are in
close proxiniity, the prayers of good cilizens
are ofno avail. Good generalskip and pluck
ofien win the day and save alarge ar.mntof.
property, but more often a littie wator appled
at the right time would be found of greater
adrantage, and in tie future of our town we
would have great reason to return thanks for
 what water had done for us.”

Now that an opportunity is given our citi-
zens to talk about this question of water
works again—and we did a great amount of
talhing a year or two since and accomplished
nothing—let everybody say yes to a few thous-
and dollars of faxation and vote for a protec-
tion against fire. We mast have it, or the man
who owns a house in the suburbs will be com-
pellod to insure his own property as well as
the man who owns 2 block of stores on Main
street. .ud one is 2 much interested in this
matier as the otber, for the man who sells
goals can not live without the man in the sub-
wibs, and if the black of stores was removed
frow Maic stieet the house in the suburbs
would soon be for reft or removed eatirely to
some other conntry,

Let eversbody come out on Friday night of
nest week, that water works may give our
town a good protection before wintcer sets in.




