IN COMNMON COUNCIL~May 31st, 1830.
The Special Committee to whom was referred the
resolutions of Alderman Stevens, relating to the sup+
ply of Water by the Manhattan Company, present-
ed the following Report, which was laid on the ta-
ble and directed 10 be printed for the use of the
members, together with the Resolutions of Ald.

Stevens and the Resolution of the Senate.

J. MORTON, Clerk.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Special Commit-
tee to enquire and report, : .

_ Ifthe Manhautan Company are under iny "8Bliga-
tion to pay for the use of the streets, or to make good
the damage which the Company have done.tothe
pavements since the last award on this subject in fa.
vor of the Corporation. . ’

And whether the Munhattan Company had the right
to cut off and discontinue the fire plugs which wera
introduced into the pipes, and which have been al-
ways heretofore used forthe extinguishment of fire.

And whether the Corporation ought, without any
allowance for the injuries done by ﬁ:is Company, to
submit to the new exaction, now for the first. time Jaid
on the public, in a demand for the payment of money
for the water used for the extinguishment of fires,

And lastly—Whether this Company ehartered for
the sole and express purposc of introducing into the
city pure and wholesume water, and. having enjoyed
2 valuable consideration in Banking privileges claim-
ed in perpatuity, have fairly or substantially complied
with the conditions of their Charter. :

The Special Committee to whom was referred the
annexed resolution in relation to the concerns be.
tween the hanhattan Company aad the City,« beg

leave to R
REPORT: = =

That the Le(gislalure in April, 1799, chartered an
association of (ientlemen by an Act entitled, ¢ An
Act for supplying the City " of New York with pure
and wholesome water,” and the Legislature in the
preamble to the said act, remark, * that with a view to
encourage their landable undertaking, which promised,
under the blessings of God, to be conducive to the fu-
ture health and safety of the inhabitants of the said
city," they did charter said Company with a capital
of two millions of dollars. ‘The said cemnpany and
their agents under this chartor had the right to enter
on the private_property of individuals, erect dams on
; an{ streams of water or rivers, build reservoirs,” ca-

nals and aqueducts for the introduction of pure. and
wholesome water into the city; and the company
were, within ten yeais afier the ps- sing of the said
act, to furnish am{ continue a supply of pure and
wholesome water to all such citizens as would agree
totake it an the terms of the cowpany.” = -

The object ta be obtained by our citizens under the
blessing of' God, was the health and the safety of the
city ; objects certainly to' which the private rights of
individuals might well be made subservient,. .

With this charter, unlimited in duration, the compa-
ny soon commenced operations, not by bringing into
the city the pure and wholesome water-of the Croton
or the Bronz, or that of any other source,;adjacent to
the city, but by digging a well some thirty or forty feet
deep on the bon&m of the Collect, and in the heart
of the city ; and this water has up to-about the present
time been supplied, principally, through pine logs, and
evon this aupply not oxtended over oné third part of
the paved and guill upon parts of the city. -~
- Several questionsurive wsWaddio.digging -2 well
at or near the collect, the undertaking promised and

plated by the company.- 1f so,; a much less a-
mount of capital was required, and if pure'and whole-
 some water vcag to be found in the popuious parts of

the city, then the common wells would l:ave preduced
it, and if water was net to-have been brought frowm a-
broad, why all the provisions of diverting rivess and
‘ streams, erecting dams and reservoirs ? 7
~ Bat if the company had the ‘riﬁht to procura their
water from a populaied part-ofihe city, and-a preity
filthy one too, they certainly were by the firet act, cre-
ating their conpany, bound, within ten years, to sup-
ply water of a quality pure and wholeseme. ‘Fhat wa-
ter is su‘rplied of this quality, it is bolieved, none will
‘contend. In fact the use by our citizens of the water
from the street wells, and the purchase. of water from
cartmen who carry it through the city, may bé con-
sidered strong cvidence of the estimation which the
‘water js held 1n by them. - :

The safety of our city (against fires it is presumed)
ig the nextgrand inducement held forth, and under
the like blessing of Providerice, promised to the com-
unity, and it is proper to enquire how far this part of
thghundennking of the company has bech complied
witn,

It is admitted that the company frem its commence-
ment to lay their wooden pipes, caused certain erec-
tions to he made, called fire plugs, - by which the fire
engines could have access to the water.in the wooden
pipes, and the Fire Department had access to, and
used this water, until the last year or two, at which
time the Manhattan Company commenced laying
down iran, in the place of wooden pipes.. And they
have not continued.to-furnish the plugs to- the pipes,
but have discontinued all those which were heretofore
used, so that all streets, where the iron pipes are laid
down, have no access to the water for the extinguish-
ment of fire, 2nd these streetgor the buildivigs thereon,
have become much esposed. sl

This Company in laying down their pipes have,
(and perhaps from necessity) much ibjured the
streets, and the Corporation had awarded them many
years gince, $5,500 for such damage ghen done by
the Manhattan Company, since which time the Cor-
poration have not received any reparation for the da-
mage, or compensation for the use of the streets, but
the Company on their part, until lately; have, at their
expense, furnished the fire-plugs .connected with the
pipes and the water, without charging the Corpora-
tion for the same. But a new claim Is now set up 5
that we furnish the use of the street gratis, that we
make good the damage to the pavements—be at the
expense of the fire plugs or hydrants'; and also pay
some two or three thousand dollars to keep, the water
in the reservoir at night; 'Thesé démands of the com-
pany bring up the whole subject fof the ion
of the Board. : L

It wiil be found that the pipes of the Manhattan
Company, if we had free access to the water, furnish
no security against fire for the most'éxposed parts of
the city, for these pipes do not extend higher up than
Spring-street, and in most parts of the city not near
so far up. The consequence has beep. that the old
sytems of pumps has, of necessity been continued at
the corners of miost of the strects. =~

That public cistérns at'a great ‘expense  have been
put down as a security against fire, and the.Corpora-
tion have xlso been obliged togink the well, build the
reservoir in Thirteenth-street, and lay g_iow:i the pipes
for security against fire for-the upper part of* the city.
The lust plan alone will probably cast the city $100.-
000. In addition to this it may be mentioned-that the
report of the Water Committee recommended the in-
troduction of water, (the object for which the Manbat-
tan Company was’ chartercd,} at an expense to the
city oftwo millions of dollars. . Now if this company
hax performed the objccts of its charter—thg introduc-
ion of pure aid wholesome. water, then we are not re-
quired to inake the expenditure reférred. - And ifthey
had supplied us with water, as a security againet fire,
lien our citizens would not have lost by, this.element
rising 600,000, one year, neither would they have
beéa put to the expense of the establishment erecting
u Thirteenth-stréet. - R

Your Lommunuce suisihy shee austh - :
e Manhattan Company relating to the introduction
of waler, are either limited, or stricken out of the
charter, it would be improper for the Corporation to
rndertake to procure for onr citizens the great public
blessing set forth in the preamble of ‘the charter of that
company, the health and security of this _great me-
tropolis. .And as the Scnate on the petition of Ed-
ward Genet, reforred these'matters among others, to

e e




the Attorney General, to take such roceeding against
the company as he may deem legal and prorer 3
Therefore your Committee offer the following re-
solution : :
\Resolved, That the Counsel of the Board furnish
the Attorney General - with such proofs as he may be
able to procure, showing that the Manhattan Company
have not complied with the professed - objects and
intentions of their charter, so far as the introduction
and aupply to our citizens of purc and wholesome wa-
ter is concerned, nor so far as relates to the free use
of water for the extingnishment of fire. . |
All which is mpectfull{) submitted. -
SAMUEL STEVENS,
BENJAMIN M. BROWN,
THOMAS T. WOODRUFF,
HENRY ARCULARIUS,
BERNARD J. MESEROLE.
S7aTE of NEW-YORK :
IN SENATE, April 20, 1830.
Resolved, That the petition of Edmund C. Genet,
relative to the Manhaitan Company in the City of New
York, be referred to the Attorney General, with di-
tions that he ine the matter contained in the
said petition, and take guch proceedings thereon as he

shall consider to be legal and proper. By urder,
: JOHN F. BACON, Clerk.
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