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- 'The following memoire from the pen of Col. Jaxes
B. Murnay, the vencrable father of the senior Tnember
of our firm, to whom, and to the Hon. Myxpssr Vax
Scmaick, the city of New York is indebted iainly for
the inestimlable blessing of the Croton' water, was
printed origigally fin' pamphlet form, for private \dis-
tribption exclusively, and dedicated by him to the sur-
viviog members of the Common Council of 1832, and
to the memory of the departed. :

We have Col. Murray's permission to present it to our
readers, as being’one of the most interesting and valu-
. able reminiscences that we could lay before them. ©
Palmam qui meruit ferat. -
2 ORIGIN QF THE CROTON AQUEDUCT.
As the inestimable benefits arising from the intro-
duction of ‘the Crotos-water and the system of scwer-
_age, in’their influénce on the health and comfort of the
inhabitants of the city of New York are now universally
+admitted, some reminiscences of the origin and progress
“ | of these measures may not be uninteresting, while a
recurrence Lo past events frequcnlly illustrates the im-
portance of a calculative foresight in the administration
of municipal affairs. - .
It is well known that, as far back as in the latter
part of the dast century, the minds of the civil autho
5 rities of New. Yorkwere tugned upon providing: a

- “able source from which 'to derive an abundant s ;3,
5% of pure and wholesome water, not only adequate @
then existing necessities, but, with reference to) the
‘future growth of  the city, and to furnish a substitute
for that brackish liquid derived from the street wells,
which was becoming more noxious as the density of

population increased. - S
ke 7 eports on the subject, accompanied by various pro-
sitions, weré made by Joseph Browa in 1798, by
illiam Wekton in 1799, as well as by others, but

without any practical result. :

2 . THE OLD TEA WATER, PUMP. :

: Partial supplies were obtained by the more wealthy
. . from the Tes-water pump in Chatham square, and
Sl  from' the spring at Fort Gansevoort, carted in hogs-
heads about the city, and delivered in pails, at a high
» rice, at their doors; two or three buckets per diem
Boing considered a sufficient supply for a family. But
“ta the i
- Thiinadequacy of these sources formed the basis of
. thre argument by which certain slirewd speculators ob-
2 hinerid the charter of the hﬁnhntt&s.&&mpnuy. whose
avowed object fyas to furnish'an *“ abundant supply of
pure undMon‘:e wnkl‘"——\f: rivilege whicﬁpthey
claimed to monopolize, but which soon resolved itself

r this seanty luxury was inaccessible.

. into & meredianking corporation, having little regard fo |,

_ any other element; and from this institution and its
retainers emanated a steady and powerfal hostility to
every legitimate plan for accomplishing the object in |

view—a hostility which, carried to the extent.of the | J

law, yielded only to the fearless action of the Common |
Council, sustained by the decision of the Judiciary.

In theé: mean time epidemics and fires were dving
their work of havoc in our midst. Thousands of the
inhabitants and millions of property were annually the
victims of these destroyers; and in view of ‘a rupidly
increasing population, the city fatliers.were at their
wits' end to devise a remedy. . =

* Fire-engines could be used only to draw scanty sup-
plies through suction pipes in the immediate vicinity of
the rivers, or to receive contributions drawn from the
street wells in leithern buckets, paissed from hand tv
hand through lines of citizens, forced reluctantly into

the ranks by civil authority, while the firemen, limited |

in number, were unable to give the aid they huve al-
ways been anxivus to ufford. ‘ ‘

Merchants aud others formed themselyes into assv:

ciatiops, furnished with bags to save books and’papers

* fro e flames, as well as to ‘aud in the removul of

- families fnd their effects, but always falling short of

the exigency of the case. ~ *

_~THB OLL RESERVOIR.

: At a Iater period & public reservoir was constructed
- Thirteenth' streét, near the Bowery, then ou the
’ outskirts of the city, which was replenished by steam
power, and came svmewhat-in aid of the gullint body
of firemten, but s&ill the cry was for a more abundaut
. and certain supplys’

_ The dread of a return of the yellow fever, which had
paid. its last visit ju 1822, weighed still upon the winds
of thé commynity; and almost every fumily kept in

: view the necessity of being ready for flight at a mo-

| ment’s warning. * The commercial interests were al-

! waysin jeopardy, while the absenca of all subterraneous

discharge kept the stregts in a condition réeking with

- noisome odors, occasioned by the garbage always accus
. mulating on the surface. 5 g :

/ . ‘" DIYISION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL. -

"« Towas under this state of things that the city charler

- of 1880 tock effect. This charter divided the Common |
g0 Chaeil two boards. The late SaMugL STEVENS, & |
+ .+t devoted advoeate of a bountiful lm) ly-of water, was

. chosen Presideiit of the Board of 2 zﬁzrme’n. aid James
g -i.‘ldllnyg First President of the Board of Assistaut
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“Thus, in Mey, 1881, the labbr of organizing the various
departments under the new charter, was perfected, and
it was soon apparent that great talents and large ex-
perience were indispensable to the successful working
of the system. s 1 ;

In casting about for a suitable person to place at the
head of the Street Commissioner's Department. their at-
tention was directed to that distinguished engineer, the
late Benjamin Wright, whose connection with the  Erie
Canal and other great public works throughout this
continent, had given him a world-wide celebrity.

A strong appeal to his patriotism, in behalf of a city

go a much more lucrative employment, and to take
charge of the Street Commissjoner’s Department, aided
by his very talented assistant, George B. Smith.

This city is.more indebted to Judge Wright than toany
other one individual for great4ind permanent public im-
provement: h as the enlargement of Union square;
the establishment of Tampkins and Stuyvesant squares;
the plan of gradation and profiling of the whole island,
and especially of the east side og the city ; regulating
the Stuyvesant meadows; a proper system of public
sewers, with improved air traps; Macadamizing and
lighting thé Third avenue to Harlem ; animproved state
of paving, curbing, and guttering, the city, &e.

With Judge Wright was iated another

¢

»of which he had become a resident, induced him to fure-.

THE COMMITTEE ON FIRE AND WATER.

On the 1st October, 1882, President Meigs offered n
resolution, which passed unanimously, that “the Come«
‘mittes on Fire and Water be instructed to repor: such
measures as ought-to be adopted for securing, with the
least possible delay, the introduction of pure and whole-
some water into the eﬂ. i : e

On the 15th October, the Joint Committee, of which
Alderman James Palmer was Chairman, m unani-
mous report in favor of obtaining further information,
through competent ensipeer_a. and appropriating one
th d dollars toward an ination ;* which report
was adopted with great unanimity.

Colonel De Witt Clinton (son of the deceased Gov-
ernor) was, at this period, a civil engineer in the service
of the United States, whose talents weré particularl
well known to Alderman Van Schaick; and under his
recommendation, and through his influence, the services
of C.ul. Clinton were procured from the General Gov-
ernment, and his elaborate examination and report, since
extensively circulated, justified their sélection. :

It was difficult, however, at the time of Col Clinton’s
appointment, to disturb the well-settled conviction that
the Rye pond was the only true source of supply,
although many doubted its eventual sufficiency, and an
informal committee, consisting of Aldermen Palmer,

civil engineer, Canvass White ; and in November, 1831,
they made a joint relfo_rl on supplying the city of New
York with pure and wholesome water, which was re-
ferred, in the Board of Aldermen, to the Committee on
Fire and Water, consisting of James Palmer, Samuel
Stevens, and William Scott.

; BRONX RIVER RECOMMENDED. :

This Committee, on the 21st December, 1831, report-
ed the draft of a law to authorize the Common Council
to raise two millions of dollars for the object in view,
but rejecting the idea of going to the Crolon River, on
account of the distance, difficulty of the route, and ex-

)ense of construction, and recommendiog the use of the
ronx river, with Rye pond as a reservoir, and the
Wampus and Byram ponds as auxiliaries.

The Common Council, finding this and other matters
of application to the Legislature, very much neglected in
that {:ody, notwithstanding the efforts of Robt. Emmet,
Esq, Counsel of the Board, appointed, by a joint resolu-
tion, approved 15th March, 1832, a Comniittee, consist-
ing of Alderman James Palmer and Assistant Alderman
Jumes B. Murray, to proceed to Albany and to co-
operate with Mr. Emmet in procuring the passage of
the measures pending before the Legislature. 7
« It then appeared that several of the members of the
Senateand Assembly, representing the city, and to whom
the various subjects had_been referred, and especially
Senatar Stephen Allen, were opposed to ghanting to the
Common Cauncil the power asked for int the bill, and
this opposition proved fatal. ;

The new. Common Council were sworn into office in
May, 1832. Henry Meigs, Esq., was elected l'resident
of the Board of Aldermen ; Myndert Van Schaick was
appointed Chairman of the Committee on Finance ;
ames Palmer, on Water, and James B. Murray, on

Streets, 5 ’
\ * -+ THE FIRST CHOLERA SUMMER.

Shortly afterward, New York was, for the first time,
| visited Dy that terrific scourge, the Asiatic cholera, be-
| fore which the affrighted inhabitants fled' en smasse; and
i the attention of the civil authorities became riveted ‘to
| the subject of devising means which, under Providence,
| might save us from its future ravages
. Its effects were most fatal in impure and intemperate
districts, of which there were .many ; and many thrill-
ing incidents might be related, where the courage; ax
well as the judgment of the members of the Board of
Health, was subjected to trying teasts, resulting in ‘the
| full establishment of o character for both. f
| ‘An executive conmi.tee. invested with plenary pow-
| ers to provide nll'the requisite supplies for hospitals,
| almsl was appointed, consisting of Aldkrmen

Woodrnff, Robertson, and Mandeville, who held' duily
sessions at.the Hall, and by whose incessant labbr and,
excellent judgment, aidedsby that of Aldermus, Van
Schaick, as trensurer, added to a wise economy, won
the approbation of their fellow-wenibers, and the com-
munity dt large. £ , v e

‘The fidelity with which each member of the loard of
Health sustwined the others, in that perilous ordeal, not
only formed a bond of peranent persoual attachment,
but cherished a remarkable spirit of harmony in action,
and especially in establishing the convictign that an

aewemge hud become indispensably .requisite. for the
public health. $ 5 :

Gross errors.in constructing sewers, already iin use,
hid created a general prejudice inst the system,
which' those who had witniessed their successfyl opera:
tion elsewhere, found it difficult to overcome, = . - -

The Street C: ittee, to which belonged the direc-
tion of the sewerage, consisted of Aldermen ‘Jumes B.
Miurray, M. Van Schaick, and T. T. Woodruff. who,
ax¥ious to obtain all possible information on the subj
commaunicited with several other cities, and made a per-
sonal visit to Philadelpbis, where the subject had already
“received“much attention, >

Aided by.the public officers of that city.'ihey exam-

abundant supply of water and a universal'system of:

Van Schaick, and Murray, accompanied by Col. Cliaton,

mi
and Rye pond. .
BRONX RIVER AND RYE POND EXAMINED.

Having made’a diligent personal examination, and
conferred with several of the old residents, and having
been most hospitably entertained by Mr, Oliver Mat-
thews, formerly in trade in New York, and an old ac-
quaintance of Alderman Van Schaick, and who was a
native of that locality und resided immediately at the
outlet of Rye pond, the whole matter was thoroughly
examined and discussed, and the testimony of those who
were, from their infancy, acquainted with the capacity
of Rye pond, disclosed]the fuct thatit had undergone a
progressive annual diminution ; ll{d this testimony cre-
ated a determination ih the minds'of the Committee to
grapple with the larg eat\}{mject and adopt the Croton
river as the source of supply. o

On the 24th Decémber following, the report of the
Joint Committee on Fire and Water was presented, ac-
companied by those of Col. Clinton and Messrs: Dewey
and Serrel, civill engineers, whose services had been
procured, and the whole were ordered to be printed. as
well as the opinion of the Supreme Court, demolishin
the monopoly claimed by the Manhattan Company an
affirming the exclusive right of the .Common Council
over the whole subject-matter.

The jealousy of a mujority.of the city delegation at
~Albany, as to granting any_power
cil. and which hdd thus far paralyzed all their efforts,
demonstrated the ity of selecting an able and in-
fluential advoeate in-the Senate to sucteed the Hon.
Steplien ‘Allen, whose, term was about to expire; and
the efforts of the friends of the Croton project were con-
centrated in favor of the' Hon, Myndert Van Schaick,
which resulted in his e/l_qctinn,_uml lie took his seal in the
Senate of the Stute i January; 1833. Under his prompt
action two bills were originated and pussed into laws.
The firat of these l/ills was designed for the purpose of
procuring additional. information respecting the practi
cability of the route, the character and quantity of -t
water, and the expense of bringing it into the cityd

was intended to confirm the report of Col. Clintoy/ by
another report, which might tend to impart confidence
_to many who doghted the expediency of an undertaking
so stupendous,  Thatbill received the unanimous appro-
bation of the Common Council. ind was passed by the
Legislature, February 20th, 1833,

The perseverance with which our senator pursued his
mensures was shown by his coming down from Albany
on the Tthof January to vote on its passige in the
Board of Aldermen, d ;

CROTON RIVER BILL PASSED,

That law effected its object. and upon the coming into
the Legislature of the report of the Cymmissioners” at
the next session, in favor of the Croton, it was followed
by him with the comprehensive nct of twenty-fouf sec-
tions, passed May 2d, 1834, which enabled the Commis-
nione!rw to bring the Croton river intq the city. 3

When the nppointment of Conmmissioners was about
to be made under the first of -these laws, Senator Van
Schinck explained to his colleagues, in. the Common
Council, that he bad not includ®d.in the list of names
which he had: presented to the Governor, any member
of that hody; assigning as the reason, that a course so
apparently selfish would certainly be attributed to in-
terested motives, and would be likely to'prejudice the
object;by: raising a suspicion that personal inl.:}yu

muking the sucrifice of the natural expectation that€éome

who had been most active in promoting the désign,
‘would 'be_allowed the opportunity of deriving some
“honor from its developmeut, was fully apprecisted and
uiesced in i i 7

‘The beneficial result.of the policy inaugurated by the
Common Council of 1852, and matured by the decisive
movemeats of Senator Van Schaick, will be fully real-
iz ien that river shall diu‘qh;rgo its full volume

ined their watgr and sewer system thoroughly, and re-
turned, d&nvinood of _&‘o igflu,-élubh Yok

| both, which views were fully reported to the Board:

‘4 .

polis, ng the

thro! a al
Battery to King’s Bridge.

a visit of inspection and discovery to Bronx river '

to the Common Coun- -

were connected with the project. ‘I'he_ propriety/ of .

one or more of those members, of the Common Council, -




CROTON BILL RATIFIED BY THE PEOPLE.

When the question of permitting the Commissioners
to proceed with this work came to the ballot-boxes as
required-by the act of 1834, a strong opposition was or-

iized to prevent its ratification, but, thanks to the

ntelligence of the people, it was decided in the affirma-
tive by an overwhelming mgiont{.: !

It is due, however, to many of its opponents to add
that experience has converted them into zealous sup-
porters of the ménsure which has brought so much com-
fort and prosperity to the city of New York.

This brief ir of events ed with this great
undertaking, has been pr:rred; in a succinct form, as a
tribute to those who aided successfully in its origin and

tion, an pecially to the bers of the
Common Council of 1832-3, as its originators and advo-
cates; and although a majority are beyond thé reach of
mortal eulogy, their descendauts may be gratified b
this reminiscepce of intelligence and firmness, and their
successors in office encouraged in an .imitation of their
patriotism. S . G

It is a consolation, also, to the survivors to know that
.although their names may pass into oblivion, the great
work has been consummated, and one of their most de-
voted co-laborers still lives to superintend and assist, as
President of the Crotom Aqueduct Board, in discharging
the important duties oq developing, more extensively,
the benefits of a system, the/foundations of which were
laid-in the measures -ddét in 1832-3-4, e

The names of the menibers of the Common Council
of 1832 will close this mémoir. They are as follows: -

Wazds. ~ Aldermen. - Assistants.
1. Jomx Yares Cenra, Joax J. Lasaca,
2. Perer Smaree, W Vax Wryok,
8. Wx ManpeviLLE, Jaues Moxroe,
4. Grerak E: Swith, CHarres @. Fernis, *
5. Myspeer VAN Scaatck, . Davip Banks, ' |
6. Joux R. RHINELANDER, Dexxis' MOUarTRY,
7. James R. Wamnye, | TroMpsoN Price,
- 8, ‘Enastus Barxes, ¢ Jeresiam Towre,
9. /Heney Mgeios, . Georak Surroy,
10. ‘Jonn'PALMER, - Peree 8, Titus,
11. Hgxey P. RoperTsox, * Fraxors Fiokerr,
12, Caarges H. Havr, +Wae. WoHorLvy,
13. J. PALMER, James Riger,
14. Taomas T. Woobrurr, Samuer Duxsaxe,

15. Jaumes B. Murgay, Georae W. Bruex.
Roseer Exoter, Counsel. ] Saliy
Bexsaxix Wriaur, Street Commissioner.
Grorak B. Swmirw, Assistant Sireet C.

. AN
OROTON AQUEDUCT BOARD, 1850.

—

President : Chief Engineer:
My~xpeer Vax Scmarcs. Avreep W, Craven.
st P TR Assistant Bngineer :
Taeovore R. Derorrst. Jonx.0. Winoer, )

Secretary : A Contract Clerk :

H. L. RoBertsox, Avex. F. Dovek,

Registrar: Messenger :

Revo C. Haxce. Jonx J. CoNCELIN,



