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WA'I'EB. SUPPLY. lN THE CITY OF NEW YORK.
Inour August pomber we inserted & paper on the
-various schemes by which it was proposed. to supply
- water to4he city of New York. We now resumé the
subject, as we have received valuable information from
various quarters, which cannot fail to mterent our
readers. ;
Our ackn ts are esp ially duo to. the Cro-
ton Aqneduct Bonrd for various reports, and other
documents. We hav§ compiled from theso papers, A

1od,

-Council y(u directed in February, 1796, to advertise,
and Joseph Brown, and: associates, proposed to supply
the city by means of pipes. Tn the following year,
sealed propasals, for distributing water by means of
pipes, wers again advertised for, and among the va-
uo applications received, was one from the same

spher Colles, who had undertaken the work twen-
ty-tbree years before, All theso plans followed the
fate of their predecessors, and were consigned-to the
care ‘of ‘a committee, from whose guardianship they
never d

chronologwd account &f the various method.
since the year 1774, * At that date the corporatlom be-
gan to construct a'well, with a reservoir, and “other
suitable works, in a tentral site, on the east side of
Broadway, batween Pearl and White strects. To raize
the necessary capital, city notes were issucd to the
t of two th d five hundred pounds, and
" bonds were executed in favor of certain persons for

One great defect common to all the projects-we have
mentioned; was the inadequacy of the sources relied on,
" Dr. Joseph Brown was the first to meet thia difficulty by
a definiteremedy. In the years1798, in a communica-
tion to the Common Council, he pointed out the neces-
eity of seeking water from sources outside the limits of
the city, and recommended the Bronx River as aﬁ'ordmg

land and materials to the t of eight t} 1
eight hundred and fifty pounds more: - The paper cur-
was known as Water Works money,

an available and ample'supply. -

" A ittee of the C Council reported fa-
_vombly. and r ended an in They also
proy that an application ‘should be made fo the

of various d tions, from six-
pence to eight shillings each. In the month of August
- of the same year, anadditiopal capital'was in a similar.
way created to the. amount of two thousand six hun-

Legislature for an. act investing the Corporation with’
the requisite’powers, and granting them the proceeds of
the taX'on auction-sales, that by these fands, or by loans

dred -pounds. The works p ded, and a sp

- reservoir was, constructed, bu'. as the war of the Revo-
lution broke out, and the city was oczxpled by British
troope, the’ scheme, which ‘was originated by an
_ ingenious citizen named Christopher. Colles, was
abandoned. Ten years later, when the political con-
fusion had subsided, -Samyel Ogden made proposals

founded on them, the necessary eapual mlght be raised.
Mr. William Weston, a civil engireer, was appointed to
‘survny the ground, and report on the project. His
opinion was favorable; but his information. seems to
have been confined to the knowledge gained by walking
over, and viewing the ground.

As'no definite steps were taken, and no other plan

to/the: Corporation for reeummg operations, and con-
structing suitable works.- No action was taken, how-
evér{ and a few months 'nl’terwn}‘ds, inJanuary, 1786,
the Honcrables R. Livingston and Jobn Lawrence
made proposals to construct by private enterprise the
necessary. works. The Corporation approved their
plans, and it appeared extremely probable that what
the people ought to have long before done fo{:them-
selves, would, by alack of public spirit, be devolved on

" others. The good sense of the citizens hotwever, pre-|

vented an outlay, which would probably have been
injurious to the growth, ealubrity, and general interests
of the city. The endorsement of the Corporation yas
not enough. -Before the scheme could be carried out,
the vote of the people was taken, and the result was
that the plan was defeated, and the opinion was found
very generally to prevail that the privilege of aupply

seemed feasible;, the Manhattan Company, within a few
weeks after Mr. Weatons report, Was incorporated by
an act of the Legislature, nnd entrusted by charter with
the task of supplying the cnty As'the population, dur-
ing the last ten- years, had almost~doubled ‘itself, and
amounted to more than sixty thousand persons, with a
probability of further increase in a similar ratio, the
company were privileged to go over thie whole island of
New York; and into Westchester county, to.seek: for
~good water. Although the nature of .the subjacent
strata forbade the hope of obtaining gond water except
from very deep levels, they contented themselves with
sinking. a large well at-the corner of Dumne and Cross
streets, and the inferior supplies thus cbhuned were
distributed by means of wooden pipes. These arrange-
ments were unsatisfactory to a number of the’ l:mzens,
and, in 1804, under the mayoralty of De Witt Clinton,—

ing the city with water, ‘ought not to‘be a poly, | the’inhabit nts numbering now seventy thousand per.
entrusted to private individuals, but should, if possible, [ 8oné,—a committee was appointed to report on the prac-
be undertaken by the Corporation. As nothing further | ticability of supplying the city with purer and more

was done, and the want of water was seriously felt, the
subject was once more agitafed, and in January, 1788,
a petition was presented by the people urging that\the
scheme. of - Mr. Colles should be adopted, or any otlier
A

Hath

thousand, the prevailing anxiety caused the appoint-
ment of a committes to report on the propriety of an
application to the Legislature tb invest the Mayor,
Aldermen, and Commonalty, with the necessary powers.
What report issued from this committee we are unable *
to state, as,no minute of it has been preserved.-*Robert
Macomb, in the year 1819, proposed to construct a
reservoir at Harlem” River, and to supply the-inhabi-
tants with water for all domestic purposes. Asking no
aid or eampenuhon from the Common Couneil, this
entefprmng man engaged to supply his reservoir from
Rye Pond, if permitted tolay down his pipes, and tosell .-
the water through the city. This project was /submitted
to a committee, who treated it with more

not only reporud in its favor, but pmd a series of

luti Fort ly for the (utun
inhabitants of the metropolis, this /f)hulible scheme
was abandoned, and, in 1822, anotlier survey was de-
cided on, in connection with the Riyer Bronx-scheme.

‘Before the completion of this survey, two more impos-

ing plans started up, which seemed at first-very likely
to be realized. One of these phnn was to bring the

Housatonic River to New York in an open canal, and

an act of incorporation was actually obtained in Con-
necticut. The other plan was to construct a similar
canal to Sharon; and these canals were ‘intended not
only to furnish a supply of water, but to serve thetpur-
poses of i These sch were, however,

.soon abandoned ; and Mr, White, the engineer appointed
to survey the country between New York and the main

source 'of the River Bronx, presented a fayorable report,.
and estimated the cost of bringing ihe waters of that*

 stream to a reservoir near the City Hall at about two

millions of doltars. As the government of the Olty
Hall took no further action in the nﬂ'an', the New York
Water Works Company was formed in 1828, about the
time of the union of the Atlantic_ with. the' Cnnldmn
Lakes by the opemng of the magnificent Erie Canal.
This company, in 1827, found iteelf unable to procéed
and the New York Well C P
Their scheme was to procure water from wells, , suok in
the' city, but the enterprise failed: as éxperiments

y was incorp

proved, here as in Nottingham, Wolvarhampton, Leices- -

ter, Manchester, and Liverpool, in England, and in other
places in réd sandstone districts, that an ample lupply
of the best water to large-cities cannot be.procured °
from wells,” Levi Drisbow proposed, in 1828, the sink. . -
ing of a number of artesian wells to obtain water from
deeper lévels. He 'met with some lnoceqa, but the cost
of the undertaking,and uncertainity of the supply, with
some other circumstances, prevented ‘the: proupuhon of

wholesome .water, and to confer with the M

this agh A ber of * destructive. fires, which'

Company as to the terms upon which they would cede
to the Corporation their works, and their privileges.
There is 1o record of -the resulu of this eonference\and

plan that the Corporation might . deem more 4
and it so happened, that a few montbs later the Ru '-
seian Sodey of Phllndelplna, opened negotiations with
vlew to supply New York with water, after the paten|
~for Mr. Rumsey's engine should be perfected. Thi
promising scheme, so opportunely offering, was immedi-
ately welcomed, and o resolution was passed by the
Board, inviting proposals, No further movement,
liowevor, was made in the affair, and At
of the year 1792, Zebrina Curtis and

pled before the nglhtion was renewed.
ants of ‘the” city were rapidly increasing in numbers,
vull.h, and commercial importance, and great incon:
veniences resulted from the inadequate nnpply of wa-
" ter. The few old wells scatiered in various pnrt- of
~—the city- were amply sufficient for the ten thousand i
habitants it had contained in 1756, but were complain
of as very inadequate now that the population had
increased fourfold. Aeoordmgly, much popular feeling
was awakened, “and in March, 1795, proposals were
.made by various citizens, who were anxious to sup
& want 8o universally felt; and ‘amongst other
that of Bamuel Crane, who offered to lay pullong
‘Rodsevelt street, from the celebrated Tea ater pump
nesr Chatham Square. These projects were all of th
. for yarious reasons, discarded, and as the agitation m
the nlieot mw, & committee - o( the’ Oamm

|

the inconv of permitting private speculation to
withdraw from the hands of the city suthorities the’
right of water-supply, was realized just as had been.
nnlu:tpated ‘when, in 1786, the city, by a very large
vote, refused to ratifya similar project. The Manhattan
Company owed its incorporation to the persistent
_exertions of Aaron Burr, at that time a member of the
Legislature, and was not only invested with the rights.!
we have mentioned, but possessed also the privilege of
using its surplus capital in banking. The act of incor-
portuou being obtained, the consent of the elty was
secured, by permission to subscribe for two thousand
shares of the stock. ‘As might haye been anticipated,
‘bankig, which was the most lucra “became
the principal object of the company. Hence the lack
of euurpme and efficiency in its functions of water-
supply, out of which sprang the complaints and dissatis-
faction to which we have referred. :

Millions of dollm were probnbly. however, saved,
and much disappointn t and i inconvenience prevented
by the aat of. mmrpoﬁhqn obtained for the Manhattan’
Company by Aaron Burr ; for it is highly probable that
bntfortbbndoptmnofﬂmmna.tho&m&v«
project, or one equally costly and .inefficient, vould

| have been substituted.

- Various' canses conm'bntod. dnrlng the next twelve
.yumhdnwkfuﬂh«mhﬁon‘ontbhnw | After
the close of; the war with Gwmmﬁc
question onge more bqn to

lalq, the. poxnhﬁm haviog lnmud to

caused an immense loss of property, necessitated the*
adoption of some place for, providing water, ldequnte

and available in such emerg: With conside
difficulty, in the year 1829 ¢ ity authorities wére
ined to give a reluct aplan recom-,

ménded by Alderman' Samuel’ Stey

Fourteenth street, whence water was to'be distributed
in iron pipes. In the following year, a more ample ¢
supply of water was proposed fo be obtained from other
sources, among which was'mentioned the Croton River.
The adequate supply of purelwater obtainable from
this source had been incidentally pointed out in former '
years; biit to the memorial of Francis B. Phelps, Esq.,
presented on the 17th of May, 1830, the city is indebted
for the first definite proposal in regard to it,

From that time the opinion gained ground that the. .

‘Croton River conld be carried into the city,and that

without it a'supply adequate to the present .and future
wants of the metropolis could not be had. - In Novem-

deration .
than was usually bestowed on similar schemes ; forthey

. This'scheme " *
.prupoaed the construction of a well md Teaérvoir i in

&

ber, 1832, De Witt Clinton, Esq, of the -Unitéd States - -

corps (of engineers, in conjunction, with Aldermen
James Palmer, Chairman of the Oamnnuu on Fire and -
Water, Myndert Van Belmek. Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, and James B. Murray, ‘Ohairman of

the Street Committee, made an impﬁn
- and personal examination of the rival y(ln

December prepared a report in which this opinion
is ably supported. . n.y,m construction
of an open aqueduct, at. the estimated ‘cost of
$2,500,000 mnqunmumumarm
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This act was| drawn up by the Honorable Myndert Van
Schaick, and gave the first effectual impulsé to thework.
- The sum of | 185,000 being on the fifth of Jume_appro-
-priated by the Common Qouncil, the requisite surveys
and - estimates, connected with various schemes, were
pmeuded with by Major Douglas, an eminent engineer,
and on thefollowing May another act was passed by
 the Legislatush givihg new powers to the Commissioners,
and authorizing the Common Oounul i they nnproud
any plan ad "by(.lxe(‘ i , t0 it it to
the electors, and to raise $2,500,000 by the creation of
a public fund or stock, to be called. *The Wntcr ‘Btock
of the City of Néw York.” In April, 1885, the Croton
plan, baving| secured the approval both of thie Wnur
Commissioners and of the Common Council, was sub-
mitted to the eloctoro. when 17,380 votes were- gnven
for the scheme, and 5,963 against it.

It is worﬂ y of note, that the wards’ whlch contrib-
‘nted the larg
yotein favor of the Croton project. In the Ninth, Tenth,
Land Tlnrteeu

lirge. majority. The first ward, paying $256,181 of
taxes, recor-led twenty-seven negatives agdinst 1,417
nﬁrmnllvu, {while “the three wards above menu%ed-

recorded 2,251 affirmative and 2,784 negative votes,
‘While the nggrega(e taxation of the ‘three wards
amounted to less than one-third of that paid by the
first ward, |
After an outlly of|nine millions of dollars, this vast
undertaking | {was, by the pntifi exe?uons of the chief-
. engmeerJohnB Jervis, at lengt «completed and on the
* fourth of July, 1842, the gates of the new reservoir were
thrown open by the l‘ruidglt’gf the' Board of Water
Comnmigsioners, and- the pure,limpid, stream, diverted
more thati fotty miles from its course; flowed through the
new channel prepared for it. On'the fourteenth of October
following, the mains and pipes. were completed, and a
- publies celebration ‘took place in honoz of the event.
The diy was ushered in at sunrise by the rourmg of
cannon, and by merry.peals from all the. bells in the
caty At nine o'clock a banner was.handed; with im.
posing eertmony, to the Mayor who, in: behalf of the
Gt Council; d it to the officers and mem-
bers of the F\hjlipartment ‘On 6ne side of this
banner the pcean king, Neptune, was represented ns.
vietorious over ﬂ} _demon of fire, and on the other side
the Queen of Cities was pointing to.the magnificent
work whose completion was beirfg celebrated. - Imme-
* diately aftewards a procession seven miles long,-com-
- posed of citizens and soldiers, left the battery, at the
soulhern extremity of the city, with ﬂng'a and banners
bearing every imsgin:ble device, and attended by nu-
merous bands of music playing nation: and triumphant
airs. At severnl points the progress of the procession
was greet d with the sudden op
ains in different pnrts of the city. At half-past four
.in the aft ‘an se of people ga-
thered around the City Hall to listen to the orations of
Samupel Stevens and J. L. Lawrence, the former of
whom, as President of the State Board of Water Com-
‘ issioners, entrusted to the latter, as President of the
Croton Aquedact Bonrd, the care of this g{::Qo wprls,
The following ode, composed in honor of the occasion
by Gen. G. P. Morris, was then sung by the members of
the New~Yor! onic Society around the upukhng
J wden of the fountain |h the Park: 7

: & .
uehing from this living luunwn,
Musio, pours a falling strain,
As the Goddess of the Mountain

Comes With allher sparkling train;
From ‘her grotto-springs advancing, ;
Glittering in her feathery spray, A

' Woodland f{ays. beside her dancing,
Bln punue’t ber 'inding '.ycmg
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est amount of taxes gave also the largest |’

th Wards the negative vote preponderated, -
bn@ in. all the others the affirmative was carried by a.

~/

g of various founts*

{and n‘mige published by John B. Murray, 40 Wall
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Lay their chieeks, as on a pillow,
ith the foam-beads in their hair.
Thus attended, hither wending,
' +_ Floats the lovely Oread now, ;
Eden's arch of promise bending
Over her tmlnluunc brow.

v,

. Hail the wanderer from a far-land!
Bind her flowing tresses up!

* Crown her with a fadeless gurlnnd
And with crystal brim the eu;

» From her h:mnn or deep seclusi on,
= Let In sroet her too,
And the henr. of his delusion

Spnnkle with tbu mountain-dew.
v »

“ Water leaps as if- delighted,

While her conquered foes retire!
Pale Contagion flies affrighted

With the baffied demon, Fire!
Safety dwells in her ‘dominions,

Health and Bnuty with her move,
And entwine their circling pinions

Joa elslerhood of love.

(VL
“ Water shouts a glad hosanna!
Bubbles up the Earth to bliss!
Cheers it like the precious manna,
In the barren wilderness.
Here we wondering gaze, assembled
Like the grateful Hebrew band,
‘When the hiddeén fountain trembled,
And obeyed the Prophet's wand,

viL
“ Round the aqueducts of story,
As the mists of Lethe throng,
Croton’s waves, in sll their glory,
Troop in melody along,
- Ever sparkling, bright, and single,
Will this rock-ribbed stream appear,
When posterity shiall mingle
Like the gathered waters here.”

As the strains of music died away, the voices of the
vast surging multitudes were raised, and a succession of
hearty cheers closed the ceremonies of this eventful
day.

Thus was achieved, during a time of commercial em-
barrassment, one of- the most’ celebrated ;q\;educu'of
ancigot or modern times—a monument of the genius and
enterprise of the Exuplrevcny df the Western Hemu
phere.
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THE MAMMOTH GAS CHANDELIER
Messrs. ConNeuus & Baxee, of Philadelphis,' the

p ra in American gas-apparatus manufacture, have
jm&d another (numph to- their already numerous
artistic laurels, by the prodaction of .a magnificent gas-
chandelier intended fur the Boston (Mass.) Theatre,

This chandelier is sixteen feet in diamet

four feet ‘in’ height ; it. weighs four thousand pounds;
and has two hundred and forty burnera in imitation of
candles, grranged in five rows, dxmmlshmg in digmeter
'as they descend. “Between the rows of lights are thous-
ands of suspended byilliants Lung in festoons, and re-
flecting, when in full blaze, the most exquisite and deli-
cate tints of the rainbow blended in the softest hues.
Tbe style and design of this elaborate work of art is
chaste and elegant, while its effect upon an audience,
and théir surronndings will be gorgeous in the extreme,
; : P o N RS

TO CANVASSERS.

. Noriox is' hereby given that all authority to canvass
for the AmerioAN Gas-Ligat JourNav is hereby revoked.
All contracts entered into by our canyassers up to the
‘date when this number of the JousNaL reaches their
several residences will be Mﬂlled by us, but Qﬂtl ahat
d:o progress of the Joumniv must be left to itself, un-

lated by tbe sonal application of canvassers,
—4..——— AR
From the Pittsburgh (Pa.) D“pdﬂ. ;
Tax Aszmioan Gas-Liant Joomxav is a (oompmﬁvo-
1y) new monlhly publication, devoted to light, water;”
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MNewYork, at three dollats per annum. It is
‘in! npdvntu eomgulu and enginéers,
glﬁng,uit dou. whatever.relates to the scientific or
practical lpptwcmnu ‘goingon in the* mandfactire
and usé of gus.’- hmlntqmdlnmmpumm
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