






















0f substantial stone ,vall was constructed. On about 
two n1i1es of the canal, adjoining t.he 1.,onne,,,anta 
creek, the ban lcs are con1poscd of a very treacher­
ous soil, which has sliJ)J)Cd into the ca11a1, so as to 
leave only a narro,v channel h1 the cent.re. In soine 
jnstancos ,vhere this has occurred, large piles have 
been driven by u n1achinc through the bank, at top 
water line, to the depth of four or five feet belo,v 
the botto1n of the canal, ,vhich proves an effectual 
remedy ; in some places, ho\vever, this re1ncdy 
could not be applied, as the banks are composed of 
qujcksand, and the rock so near the bottom of the 
canal, that piles could not be driven. '"There this 
occurs, provision has been made to remove the de­
posit this ,vinter, and to construct a heavy stone Y."all. 
During the past season, 1ncasures were taken to 
guard against the difficulties incident to this part of 
the line, by widening and constructing back ditches 
for conducting the �'\'ater into the canal through cul­
verts placed in the banks for this purpose. The 
above n1entioned flood in the Tonnewanta creek, 
was ill.creased by the failure of the banks on the Ton .. 
ne,vanta f�eder, through ,vhich feeder the uppe1· 
,vaters of this stream \\1ere designed to pass into the 
Oak Orchard creek. These banks have been rais ... 
ed and strengthened, and l\re have reason to hope 
that this difficulty ,vill not happen again. "fhe cul­
vert across Sandy creek, on ,vhich rests the high­
est embankment on the Erie canal, '\\1as construct .. 
ed of stone of a decept1ve character and ap­
pearance, ,vhich on examination last spring, were 
found to be so seriously affected by the frost, 
1l1at large masses ,vere breaking and crumbling from 
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tbe arch ; and although thcl'e ,vas no apprehension:-:; 
of an imn1c<liate failure, yet, being satisfied that the 
effect of another wintet' would materially impair it, 
and calculating the serious consequences \\rhich 
would result f1·om a failure of this in1poi·tant \\rork, it 
was thought expedient to repair it. (tood stone 
were found at a distance of three n1i1e�, and a con­
tract \\·as mac.le to turn an arch ,,=-ithin the old one of 
cut stone, ,vhich ,vas practicable, from the fortunate 
circumstance, that the size of the stream ,vas such as 
would safely admit the chord of the old arch to be 
contracted seven feet, \\rhich gav� sufficient span to 
construct an entire ne,v arch resting on its own. foun ... 
dation. About one hundred and fifty feet of this ne,v 
arch is completed, and the foundation placed for the 
remainder, \\'hich u-iU be finished early next season. 
Several of the locks in the vicinity of Ne,vark and 
Lyons, and the aqueduct crossing l\Iud creek, were 
constructed of stone, ,vhich yielded to the influence 
of the frost, and t,vo of the locks are n1aterially inju· 
red, not ho,\rever in a manner \\'hich renders the re­
building necessary at present. The stone in the 
arches of the aqueduct ,\·ere so 1nateria1Iy injured as 
to create apprehensions of a: failure. To meet this 
contingency, timber and plank \\'Cre prepared and 
brought on the spot for the purpose of substituting, in 
case of a failure in the arches, a \\-ooden trunk, rest ... 
ing on stone abutments. The mason \\'ork on the 
western section, ,,·ith the exceptions tu ,vhich ,ve 
have alluded, promises pern1anency and durability. 

The canal from the Seneca river to its ,vestern 
termination, a distance of one hundred and fifty-eio-ht 
miles, has been wholly supplied with water fr�m 
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Lake Erie, ,vithout resorting to the Genesee river. 
The supply has been abundant, and by enforcing on 
the lock tenders a rigid adherence to instructions, 
the se,·cral lc\·cls have been equably and ,veil sup· 
plied. 

rfhc construction of a canal bet\\:een Fort-Ed· 
,\·ard and f.., ort-1\·Iiller, for the distance of ten miles 
and forty-four chains, as a substitute for the rivet· 
navigation, is nearly completed. It is believed that 
it ,,·ill be navigable as early as June next. The 
su1n appropriated by la\\' for this improve1nent, \\·as 
$170,uOU; of \\'hich $134,503 hare already been 
expeuded, and the remainder of the ,vork, to make 
it nc1.,·igable, ,\·ill not probably cost over 5 or $6,000; 
so that the ,vhole expenditure ,vill be about $30,000 
:ihort of the appropriation. On this section, are 4 
locks, lifting 361 feet ; 7 culverts, and 39 bridges, 
including the to\\·ing-path bridge across the river. 

1"he Glen's Falls feeder, ,\·hich by a Ia,v of the 
last session ,vas directed to be completed, is under 
contract to be finished by the 1st day of September 
next. 

The naviga.tion of the canals commenced about
the 20th of April, and closed about the 14th of 
December, and has been more perfect than irt any 
previous year. The banks have become permanent, 
only a f e,v breaches, and those of small magnitude, 
bave occurred. The regulations which have been 
adopted have had a salutary effect in removing many 
difficulties and interruptions to the navigation, and 
,vith the exception of the Jordon level, there has 
been an abundant supply of \\:oater throughout its 
,vhole extent. On this level:- an additional supply of 



,vater will be furni�hcd in the cou1·se of the pl'c�cnt 
year. 

The toUs and penalties which have been received 
fron1 the canals, during the last year, amount to the 
sum of $765, I 00,82, and have been collected at the 
foll0\\1i11g places, to \\1it : 

ON ,.fl-IE ERIE CANAL. 
At Albany, in tdHs, •••••••••••••• $120,335 '10 
" " Penalties,. • • • • • • • • • • 50 00 
" West Troy, .•• �. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 43,397 28 
0 " Penalties,. • • • . • • • • • • 150 00 
u Schenectady, • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • 35,826 04 
" Little Falls,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9,64 I 56 
" " Penalties,. • • • • • • • • 15 00 
" Utica, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 45,967 73 
" Ron1e,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 26,917 5 I 
" Syracuse, •••• ·• • . • • • • • • • • • • • . 58,658 35 
" " P l . 7 00 ena ties, ••••••••••• 
" Port Byron, • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 84, 785 40 
" L)Tons, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 26,469 24 
'' Pahnyra, • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • 77, 155 76 
" " . Penalties, • • • • • • • • • • • 25 00 

• • , Rochester,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 96,979 75 
"Brockport, •••••••••••••••••• :· 12,588 41 
" " P lt· I O O 0 ena 1es, •••••••••• 
c, N e,vport, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 15,265 19 
" " Pen It" · 50 00 a 1es, ••••••••••• 
"Lockport, • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . • 7,055 38 
"Black Rock, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7,028 47 
" · " P It· O 00ena 1es,. • • • . • • • . I 
" Buffalo, ••••• ·• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 19,558 21 

$687,976 68 
CHAl\,iPLAIN CAN.AL. 

At Waterford, in tolls, •••••••••••• $10,454 51
" " Penalties, • • • • • • • • • 69 12 

&fl.m't carried/or-ward ,$10,41'1 7!3 
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., 13ro't. for,\'at·d, •••• $10,114 7i) 
'' Sloop J...,ock, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l .,027 OG 
" " " J>cnnlt ies, • • • • • • • • I 12 

' S' ..:""t aratoga, ••••••••••••••••••. 
" Fort-Miller, •.•••••••••••••••• 
" Fort-Ed\\1ard, •••••••••••••••• 
,c Fort-... t\.nn, ••••••••••••••••••• 
'' Whitehal1, ••••••••••••••••••• 

·-----

$11,551 80· 

$;3,284 98 
2,439 51 
8,168 23 
2,2:12 05 

46,514 62 

$7'1, 191 19 

CAYUGA AND SENECA CANAL. 
At Waterloo, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1,634 49 
" Seneca Falls,...... • • . . . . . . • • 1,388 46 

$3,022 95 

Erie Canal, .••••••••••••••••••• $687,976 68 
Champlain Canal,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 <I, 191 19 
Cayuga and Seneca Canal, • • • • • • • 3,022 95 

'l,otal,. • • • • ••••••••• $765,190 82 

rl'his an1ount exceeds the estin1ate ,vl1ich ,ve pre­
sented in our last annual report, by the sun1 of 
$ I 5,190 82.. And_ also, the receipt of the preceding 
year, by the sum of $198,969 31. 

We do not anticipate so rapid an increase for the 
future. The last year "1as the first in which the 
navigation has been, for anJr useful purpose, opened 
to Lake Erie ; and the first ,vhich has afforded to 
the inhabitants on the ,vestern border of the state, 
.a!id along the shore of Lake Erie, an O})porhtnit:Y of 

··"l 
. ") 
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transporting upon tl1e canal the fnll 1neasure of thei 1· 
surplus productions. Until the Ohio canal is con1· 
pletcd, or a navigable communication is for1ned, fi·on1 
the interior of the stare of Ohio, to the shore of Lake 
Eric, and ,\·hich shall send to the Eric cnnal a share 
of the abundnnt products of that fertile country, ,ve 
must calculate upon that increase of revenue, '"hich 
,viii arise frorn the increase of business and })Opula­
tion n·ithin our o\vn state, and on the immediate bor­
ders of Lake Erie. 

Beside the above n1entioned collection from the 
canals of .••••••••••••••••••••••• $765,190 82 
There have been received into the trea· 

�Ur}', for account of the canal fund, 
during the year ending on the 30th 
N oYcmber, the follo,\"ing sums, to 
,vit: 

Payments on sales of land, 
Interest on bonds, ••••• 
Principal of the sa1ne, •• 
Duties on sales at auc-

tion, including tax on 
the same, •••••••••• 

Duties on salt, •••• _ ••• 

$123 12 
5,693 81 
1,818 26 

.. 

�00,737· 8·1 
77,405 3;3 

285,778 36 

$1,050,969 18 
13alance off und last year,. • • . • • . • • 158,073 62 

Sl,209,042 so

1"'hc payn1ent� durin� the vear 1i·on1 the same '-.I • ' 

i\1nd hare bel�n as ft.)llo,Ys: 
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lntet·csL on Joan of 
$2,9'1:�,fiOO, at 6 pe1· 
cent. •••••••••••••• $176,610 00 

lntcrcst. on loan of 
.$'1,901,270.99, at 5 
per r.cnt.. . . • • • • • • • 24!5,06:{ :1;j 

------

$421 ,67:J !J!j 
Paytncnt to Seneca I�ock 

.Navigation Co1npany, 
J)ayn1cnt, on ac. Cayuga

and Seneca canal, ••
do. on Os,,·ego canal, •• 
do. Erie and Champlain 

canals, .••••••••••• 
To collectors on ac. of 

services, and contin­
gent expenses, am'r. 
to be set tied by canal 
board, estitnated at •• 

83,867 18 

7,969 41 
188,445 57 

573,882 26 

30,000 00 
----$ l ,254,938 03 

l\Iaking an a1nount wl1icl1 exceeds the income of 
the canal fund during the last year, and the balance 
of the preceding year, by the sum of $54,896.23. 
rl"'his difference ,vill be 1nore than compensated du­
ring the present year, by the dirninisf1ed a1nount of 
expenditure on the canals on the one hand, and the 
increase of tolls on the other. 

If the rates of toll should not be 1uateria1ly redu· 
ced, ,ve 1nay estimate their proceeds, for this year, 
at the sum of. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $870,000 00 
And the other items of the canal fund, 300,000 00 

" "fatal, � 1,170,000 00 



llro' /. foru,artl,. • • • $1, 17 0,0UO 00 
'1'\he dishurfH�n1enl� ,ve eRtin1atc a�

follo\\"S: 
The interest. on the ca-

nal deht, •••••••••• $ '12 J ,673 55 
Dishurse1nenl to cont .. 

plctc the Cayuga and 
Seneca cnnal, • • • • • • �30,000 00 

.Disb111"sen1eni on Eric 
and Cha1np1ain canal8 
for ordinary repairs, 100,000 00 

}
1or ne,v Feeders, 1-'ock�, 

Bridges, securing 
hanks, and for other 
in1proven1ents, • • • • • 120,000 00 

To Collectors for ser ... 
Yices and contingent 
expenses, • • • • • • • • • 30,000 00 

----$1,001,673 55 

Leaving a bal�nce of •••••••••• $168,326 4:, 
ia favor of the canal fund, after paying the expense 
t>f co1npleting the Os,vego canal, and tl1e Cayuga 
and Seneca canal; ancl of$ I I 3,'130 22, after deduct­
ing the deficit in the receipts of the preceding year. 

If the expenditures on tl1c Os,vego, and Cayuga and 
Seneca canals, should be made to the full amount of 
the estin1ate, ,vhich \\'e have charged to the account 
of this year, those canals ,,1ill be con1pleted, the na­
,,igation opened, and productive of revenue during 
the next year. But ,vithout looking for any consi-
derable revenue fron1 that quarter, ,ve venture to cs· 
timate the tolls of that year at •.•••• $1,000,000 00 
And the (?thcr ite1ns of the canal fund at 300,000 00 

.!\Jakin� an aggregate ef •• ,. �. � •.. :� 1,:300,000 00(• 
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.l.1,-o't .foru,a1·,l, ••••• $1,300,000 OU
'1.,he })ayn1cnts for the �a1ne yca1· 

l\'e eslin1att .. as f ollo,vs : 
Fot· intercsl on the r.a-

nal debt, •••••••••• $421,673 55 
:For ordjnary repairs of 

the canal, • • • • • • • • • l 00 ,000 00 
For ,valling and protec1.­

ing canal banks, re­
newal of bridges, and 
other improve1nents, 120,000 00 

l.'or expenses in the 
collection of toll, • • • 30,000 00 

671,673 55 

$628,326 45 
Which, deducted from the recei})ts, \\1ill leave a 
balance for the year 1828 in favor of the canal fund 
of more than six hundred thousand dollars. 

_I\ detailed staten1ent of the expenditures of the 
Canal Commissioners, is annuallJ' presented to the 
Jegisiature, by the Con1ptroller; and to those exhi­
bits ,ve respectfully ref er your honourable body, f Ot'

information as to the precise a111ount paid to eac]1 
individual, and for ,vhat specific purpose. It may, 
ho,vever, be 1nore satisfactory to be furnished ,vith 
a general staten1ent of those expenditures, by ,vhich 
their nature and necessity may be 1nore readily com-

. prehcnded. \Ve have therefore prepared the fol­
lo,ving exhibit, ,vhich ,ve trust ,vill be found suffi· 
ciently accurate for the purpose-. 



PAYMENTS. 

On appraisals of datnages on the Erie 
and Chatnp\ain (�annls, •••••••••• 

On halancr.s of acc'ls of f 01·1nct· years, 
On Cana\ bct,vccn Fort I�thvard and 

the Saratoga Fall:-:, and on Glcn,s 
Falls f eed<'r, .•••••••• , •••••••• 

On ne,v f ceder at Ron1e, including da1n, 
Jock and bridges connected thcre­
,vith, and for other ,vork and 1natcri­
als furnished hy the conll·actors, •• 

On ne,v lock at Esquago c1·cck, stone, 
,vastc-\\·icrs, and other 1nasonry, by 
D. Fitzgerald, ••••••••.••••••••

For tending 119 lift locks night and day, 
including repairs, lan1ps nnd oil, and 
the repairs and occasional tending of 
22 guard locks, estitnated to he equal 
to an arerage on the lift locks of $300 
each, •••••••••••••••••••.•.••• 

For the ser,1ices of 14 Superintendents, 
,vhosc a \·erage co1npensation is, pct· 
)·ear, $ 480, ................... . 

For 80 ne,v bridges, on a n1ore enlarg­
ed plan, ('Stin1atcd al $200 each, •• 

For �ervices of ,veigh masters and in-
spectors, ••••••••••• , •••••••••• 

For expenses of the engineer deparllnent 
on the impro,·emcnts in the Cban1-

$11,1'19 1'6 
26,5'10 SH 

l ::17 ,.50:l 00 

11,066 7'F; 

16,000 00 

35,700 00 

6 720 00 
., 

3,000 00 

plain Canal and Glen's Falls feeder, 6,000 00 
For repairing dan1ages hy floods he­
tween Loe k port and Tonne,vanta, and 
for walling and other,vise securing the 
ranal through the deep cutting of earth, 27,338 30 

-----

Carried fnru�ard .•••• �:327 ,627 fi2 



.l/ro't f oru�nrcl .•••• $:127,627 8� 
1-.,or '"idcning 'l'onnc,\·anta feeder, and 

nc,v arch under Snndy creek cm-
banktncnt, ••••••••••••••••••••• 

For facing the banks of canal on ,vcslcl'n 
sec lion, \\' ith stone and tin1bl!r; put• ... 
chase of n1ateriah, for ,vorks to pro­
tect the aqueduct at Genesee 1·iYer; 
and fo1· the hreak ... ,vate,· at the en­
trance of the canal, fron113lack-Rock 
harbour to Buffalo, ••••••••••••• 

For ,videning canal at Little Falls, and 
ren1oval of earth fron1 high banks, to 
prevent falling into canlll at Yankee 
llill, • C • • • e • • e • • e • e e • • e • • • e e • e 

For ,valling canal banks, and purchase 
of n1aterials for extending this ,vork, 

For ice breakers lo protect aqueducts, 
For 111achine for ,veighing boats and 

cargoes, ••••••••••••••.••••••• 
For ;�iscellaneous expenses, chargeable 

to ordina1·y repairs, consisting of rais-
ing and repairing 6 or 700 bridges ; 
repairing several hundred small aque­
ducts, culverts, dams, and ,vastc-
,viers ; raising einbankments, con· 
structing of small culverts, cutting 
drains, grave11ing to\\1ing path, rc­
moYing earth deposited in the bot .. 
tom of the canal, purchasing timber, 
stone, lime, plank, sco,\'s, shovels, 
-spades, bars, wheel-barro,vs, ma­
chine f 01· driving piles, clearing canal 

8,'1'10 12 

16,149 76 

10,000 00 

100,000 00 

10,135 00 

4,000 00 

Cnrried.foru�ard .•••• $47'6,352 70 



.Llto' t fol'W(l.td •• , •• � 1170,�Jr,2 70 
of titnhcr,-,vood, sunken boats, ancl 
other impediments in the navigation, 
&c. &c. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 90,029 57 

For two houses, one for inspector at 
West ... Troy, and one for storing n1a­
tcrials and tools, including building 
lot, estimated at •••••••••••••••• 

Fot' salaries of 3 acting Canal Commis-
• 

• 

s1oners, ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

For work on Oswego canal, ••••••••• 
do. on Cayuga and Seneca, •• 

�1,000 00 

4,500 00 
188,445 57 

7,069 47 

l\f aking the sum of •••. $769,397 30 
,vltich tor1ns the total amount of our disbursen1ents 
for the last year, including the accounts of the Stt­
perintendents. 

In regard to the future expenditures on the Erie 
and Champlain canals, it is proper to ren1arlc, that 
for the ordinary annual repairs and superintendence, 
there will al,vays be required a sum of not less 
than $100,000; and for the present and the next 
year, an additional sun1 for each year of $120,000 
is necessary, for the construction of a f ceder to the 
Jordan level; the completion of the Glen's Falls 
feeder ; and for the further facing and protecting 
the banks of the cana). 

We annex to this communication a statement of 
the articles \\1hich have passed upon the canals at 
Utica and West Troy in the years 1824, 1825 and 
1826, ,vhich ,vill afford a vie,v of the rapid increase 
of business during those years, and \\1ill also exhibit 
the tendency of these works in multiplying the varie-



tics ancl tJ1e an1uu11L of tht! s ul'pl us productions of the 
state. \V c al�Hl snhjoin a table of the rates of toll, 
as t.hey ,,,erB established hy the (]anal Commission­
ers on the 2:Jd 1\'larch, 182(i, and subsequently adopt ... 
cd by the canal board. 

It '"·ill be observ�d that on 8alt, stone, sand, brick, 
1 ime, iron ore, gypsun1, sta \'es, and on all articles of 
great weight and of little value or price, whicl1 are 
charge<l by the ton, the rate .is five mills per ton per
n1ile, and 011 timber and sawed stuff ,vhich are char· 
ged by so]i<.l or superficial feet, the rates are in·much 
the sa1nc proport.ion. On the more valuable pro· 
ductions of the country, the rates vary fro1n one, to 
one and a half cents, per ton, per mile. On 1nerchan-
dize nnd }Jl'operty ascending tl1e canals, with some 
specified exceptions, the charge is three cents, per 
ton, per mile. This is the highest rate of toll, and 
five mills is the Io,vest vvhich is imposed on any ar­
ticle v.rhich is rated by the ton. 

It has been customary with the Canal Co1111nis­
sioners to modify and graduate the tolls fro1n year to 
year as the necessity of the case might appear to re· 
quire, or as their better kno,,,Iedge tf the s11bject 
should induce them to think expedient, to charge on 
all articles a moderate rate, but most on those which 
were supposed to be best able to bear it. 

Further alterations will undoubtedly be found ne·

cessary ; and if the rates ,vere no,v as just and as per­
fect as it were possible to make them, the constant 
tluctuations in the value of articles, the competition 
which may arise with rival canals in neighbori�g 
states and territories, at1d perhaps tl1e varying eon· 
dition of our fiscal concerns, would rendet additional 



1nodifications indispensable. 1,here is nothing, ho,r• 
ever, as \\'C th ink, in the present rates of toll, "'hich 

should be considered high or p1·ohihitory. On the
contrary, if ,ve co1npare thcrn ,vith the rates on other 

canals, or on briugcs and turnpike roads, they will 
be found cxtrcn1cly lo,v. 1,he aYcrage rates of toll 
on the Eric and ChanipJain canals do not exceed one 
cent per ton per mile. On the l\'Iiddlcsex canal the
average rate is six cents per ton per mile. 

The toll ,vhich ,vas charged by the Seneca I"ock 
Navigation Company tor pa�sing the l0cks at Water­
loo and Seneca Falls, and ,vhich may be considered 
in 1·cspect to its cost, as ,vell as to its length, equal to 
five or six Jlliles of the Erie canal, amounted to an 
a,,erage of near fifty cents a ton, and ,vas equal to 
11inc cents per ton per inile. In 1814, the to 1 l 011 
pot and pearl ashes, pork and other heavy and bulkey 
articles passing fron1 Wood creek through the canal 
at Rome to the l\f ohawk river, ,vas at tl1e rate of 
three dollars per ton, and for passing the Jocks at 
German Flatts and Little Falls at the rate of t,vo 
dollars and t,,,enty-five cents per ton, exclusive of 
two dollars and sixty-t\\-o cents charged upon the 
boat at these places, and more than an average of 
forty cents on the tonnage of the boats passing the 
canal at Rome, making in the ,vhole a charge upon 
the articles transported of five dollars and ninetr 

• 

cents per ton ; a sum ,vhich exceeds the highest toll 
that is paid on any· agricultural production passing 
through the ,vholc extent of the canal from Lake Erie. 
to the I-Judson. 

lt requires t,\·u horses to dra,r three-fourths of a 
ton._ on an ordin�ry. turnpike; and the rate of toll is 
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about one cent and five mi11s per ton per mile : 
�fhe sn1ne nun1hcr of horses ,\·ill clra,v, ,vith equal 
facility, thirty-five tons on the Eric canal, and the 
rates of toll ,vill be one third less than on the turnpike. 
Property passing an ordinary toll bridge, pays as 
much per ton as is charged on 15 miles of the canal; 
and f 01' passing the Cayuga bridge, ,vhich is about one 
1nilc in length, as inuch as on sixty miles; and on 
�tares, and other articles paying at the rate of five 
mills per n1i1c, the charge ,rould be equal lo that of 
120 miles on the canal. 

'\\Theat and Hour pay at the rate of one and a half 
cents per ton, ,vhich is equal to t\\�eh·e cents on a 
barrel of flour, transported one hundred n1iles; and 
three cents on a bushel of ,,·heat tlle same distance . 
... i\. thousand of pipe sta Yes is estin1atcd, ,\·hen d1'essed 
and partially seasoned, to ,veigh three tons, and 

pays one dollar and fifty cents per 1\-I. or fifty cents 

per ton, on a hundred 111iles. 
Of this article eight and a l1alf n1illions of pieces, 

/ 

constituting 1nore than seven-eighths of the ,vhole 
an1ount inspected in the city of .N c,v-York during 
the last year, have been sent fro,n the country situa· 
ted bet\veen the county of Oneida and lake Erie, 
during the past season ; and of this great a1nount, it 
is believed that not a single stave ,vould have ever 
reached the Iludson, ,vithout the aid of the canals. 

Tl1e facility ,,·ith ,\·hich lumber is no,v transport· 
ed, overstocks the 1narket, and it ,vill soon be a sub­
ject of regret, tl1at the fine oaks of our forests, the 
gro,vth of centuries, have been felled and hurried to 
1narket, for a price that has barely paid for the labor 
and expense of transpottation. The price of pipe 



slaves has 1�tlluu, \\1 ithiu the .ln�t eight<!cn ll1011t.hs,

ten uollars on a thousand; nnd the largest. oak t.in1-
ber, \\'hich brought. fifty cents a cubic (<>ol, is no,v 
\\'oJ·th but. about t.\VC!Hly c<·nt�. 

'\\'e a1·c, ho\\reyer, a"'arc that if. n1ay be said, the 
present rates of tolJ produce a revenue 1nore than 
sutllcient to pay the ordinary expenditure upon the 
canal, and the annual intc1·cst upon the canal debt, 
and that a less a1nount "'ouhl be adeqnate to the 
payment of the interest and extinguishn1ent of the 
debt, as ·soon as it vvill becon1e redcen1ahle; and that 
the present toll in1poscs an unnecessary burden. 
But it should be rccolJected, that, besides construct ... 
ing the Of.i,vego, and Cayuga and Seneca canals, ,ve 
are expending, in making iinproven1ents on the Erie 
and Champlain canals, over and above the ordinary 
expenditures, large su1ns for the purpose of facilj .. 
tating the passage of boats, and of diminishing the 
expense of transportation, \\rhich, in its effect, is 
equally if not n1ore beneficial to tl1e public, than a 
i·eduction of the rates of toll. It is possible, that 
the co1npletion of the W e!land canal 1nay rc�n­
rler it expedient, for the purpose of securing d1c bu .. 
siness upon our o,rn · canal, to reduce the to11 to the 
constitutional 111inin1u111; 1,ut, in the mean t.in1c, 
it ,vill not be either prudent or politic, to reduce 
tJ1en1, unless it shall clearly appear that the tt·ans-­
portation ,vill be increased by such reduct ion, or 
the countr.r be in some n1easure relieved fron1 tl1e 
effect of any unusual depression in the price of its 
productions.,

The la"r ,vhich requires advertising for six ,veeks 
vrevious to the letting of ?.ny contraet, in 1nc:tny ca-



�es, operates strongly againsl tl1<� 1,rogruss or the 
,vork. 

I1t1provirlent and irrcsponsil)\o individuals · f1·e­
qucntly 111nkc propositions, un<lcr the excitc1ncnt oC 
con1petition, ,,vhich it is in1possible for then1 to per· 
fot'nt; a fe,v clays' reflection satisfies thcrn or their 
mistake, an<l they either refu5,e to execute a con­
tract, or abandon the job. A new advertise1nent of 
six ,veeks tal{es place, and the sa1nc scene is again 
re-acted. If this la,v had been passed five or six 
years ago, it ,vould have <lcfeated the co1npletio11 of 
the canals. 

The mischievous consequences of this law, have, 
in some cases, been obviated by refusing t.o contract 
,vith an)r individual ,,·ho ,vould not give good bail 
for the con1pletion of the contract. The den1and­
ing of bail, ho,vever, is not required by the la":-, and 
may perhaps be c�nsidered as an act of supereroga· 
tion. 

The law of the last session, ,,:-hich. requires that 
the accounts of the Superintendents for disburse­
ments shall be certified by the Canal Con1mission· 
ers, or one of then1, and paid on the \\"arrant of the 
Con1ptroller, operates injuriously to the state. The 
eftect of the la,,; is, to con1pcl the Superinte.ndents, 
on a line of canals of 1nore than 400 1ni!es in extent, 
to procure all the materials, work and labour of re­
pairs, &c., to be furnished on credit : and the ere· 
ditors· must a,vait all the legal formalities, until the 
accounts ca11 be sent, in some instances, several 
hundred miles, and the money from the treasury 
transmitted to the superintendent. The price of al} 



commodities, as ,veil as of labor, is generally enhan­
ced by any protract ion or risk of pay1nent. 

'fhe la\\· of the last sesRion, ,\,hich requirc!S that 
1he ,rater v.�hich is let fi·on1 the canal, or the ,,,orks 
connecte<l there,vith for hydraulic purpo�es, sJ�all be 
made to pass over a stone structure laid in ,vate1· 
li1nc, cannot he executed, either on the Vhan1plain 
or 0:-n\"ego canal, ,vithout. imposing upon the state o. 
very large and useless exvenditure of n1oney. The 
hydraulic privileges on these canals, and in son1c 
instances on the Erie canal, are connected .,vith 
<lams made across large and rapid strea1ns, ,vhere 
such stone structures ,vould be very expensi\'e, and 
,·ery I iable to be destro:·�d by ice, drift-,vood and 
floods. To make and maintain such structures, at 
the Fort-Edward dam, for instance, ,vhich is about 30 
feet in height, ,\rould probably cost n1ore than the 
hydraulic privileges are ,,·orth. • For the reasons 
above assigned, no steps have been taken, during 
the last season, to lease the su1·plus "1ater on the 
Chan1p1ain canal. 

In the execution of the duties ,rhich J1are been 
required hy Ja"·, in relation to the construction of 
the canJlf�, pro�ccutions in sereral instances, haYe 
been con1111cnced against the acting Canal Co1n111is .... 
tiioners, and against their agents nnd contractors, by 
individuals through ,,,.hose property the ,vorks have 
lJecn conducted. ,,re have successfully defended 
the state, in most cases, against these vexatious suits, 
and hau entertained the i1npression, that the Con1p­
troller \\·as authorised to allo"1 us for the necessary 
pecuniary disbul'semrnts. The Comptroller, ho,,:-_ 



cv�r, decided four years since, that he had not lhe 
authority of n1aking the allo,vance. 

Since that period, ,ve have every session solicit ... 
cd oft.he Canal Committee to introduce and procure 
the passage of a la,v for our o,vn in<letnnity. No 
la\\', however, has been passed on the subject. 

'!'hat public agents, acting in good faith in tbe ex­
ecution of the la ,vs of the state, shou Id be protected 
aga\nst the expenditures to \\·hich they may be sub­
jected by litigious individuals, sccn1s to be a dictate 
of the clearest justice. In addition to the suits \Vhich 
have terminated, several are no,v pending against 
individual Canal Commissioners, and one has re· 
eently been commenced in the court of chancery 
against all of them, by the legal representatives of 
Dominick Lynch, deceased, throug11 ,vhose proper­
ty the canal passes at Ro1ne. Aud the Canal Com· 
missioners respectfully solicit pf the Legislature,.tbe 
passage of a la,v with just and reasonable provisions 
for their indemnity. 

STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, 

SAl\'IUEL YOlJNG, 
HENRY SEYl\fOUR, 

WILLIAI\11 C. BOUCK . 
. }J/ban.y, February 9, 1827 .. 
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/la.f r.s ,�f Tull on the ./�tit! and Ch,un1>lain (}cina/s. 

()n Salt n1anufactured in this stale, per ton pe1· 
f'ht, Ill, 

Ill i 1 e, . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . , • . . • • . . • • • . . • . • . 0 r,

On (1ypsu1n, the product of this 8tate, pe1· (on 
per 111ilc, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 !i 

On llricli, Snnd, J,ilnc, Stone, un,\Tought Clay, 
Earth, leached 1\shc�, 1\ilanure, Iron ()re, 
per tnn per 1nilP, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 5 

On llou�chold Furniturt-�, per ton per n1ile,... I 0 
" Furs and Peltry, per ton per n1ilc, •.•.••• 3 0 
" (Jotton, per ton per mile, • • • • . • • • • • • • . . 1 5 

On Pot and Pearl Ashes, 1\·[ineral Coal, and Pig 
Tron, per ton per ni ilc, . • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • I 0 

Ou Titnher, squared and round, if carri('d in 
boats or sco,vs, J)Cr 100 solid feet 11er n1ile, 1 0 

The sa1ne, if carried in rafts, after the fir�t day 
of.June next, per 100 8olid feel per 1nile, • • 2 0 

On Staves and I-leading, per ton pPr n1ilc, after 
the first day of ,l uly next, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 n 
Until ,vhich tiinc, the rates of toll as estab­
lished on the 17th of l\farch, 182:j, arc to be 
charged. 

The san1e, if transported in rafts, per ton per 
111ile, • • • I • • • e • • • e • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • I I • I • 1 {)

On Boards
1 

Pla1 :i:, and Scantling, reduced to 
inch measure, and all sic.ling l.Aatl1, and other 
sa,-.·ed stuff le�s than one inch thick, per i\I. 
feet per 111ile, if conveyed in boats 01· sco"·�, I 0 

'fhe sa1ne, if t,·ansported in rafts, per l\[. feel

·1 2 0 per mi e, •••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • 

On sl1ingles, if conveyed in hoats, per I\T. per 

·1 0 2 1n1 e, •••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
!i 



'f hc san1e, if in ratis, per M. per 111i le, • • • • • • • U 11

(Jn split Posts and rails for fencing, put· l\if. per 
mile, h1 boats, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 0 

The same, if in rafts, per 1\f. per 1uilc,. • • • • • • 8 0 
On ,v oocl for fuel, ( excepting such as 1nay he 

used in the manufacture of salt, ,vhich shall 
he exempt from toll) per cord per 1nile, if 
in boats, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • I 0 

The sa1ne, if transported in rafts, per cord per 
1nile, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 0 

On I-loop Poles and split l"ath, per ton per n1ile, 0 5

On Boats n1ade and used chiefly for the trans­
portation of property, per mile, • • • • • • • • • • 2 0 

On all articles not enun1eratcd, ,vhich are pas-
sing to\\·ards tide "'ater, per ton per n1ile, • • 1 5 

On all articles not enun1erated, or excepted, 
passing fron1 tide ,vaters, per ton per n1ile,. • 3 0 

On all agricultural productions of the state not 
particularly specified, per ton per mile, • • • • I 5

On Boats used chiefly for the transportation of 
persons, ( except those passing on the J unc· 
tion canal) ,,·est of Utica 15 cts. per n1ile, 
and cast of Utica 20 cts. per n1i]e ; or 6 cts. 
per n1ile on the boat, and 4 mills per 1nile on 
eac11 pass(.)nger, at the election of the propri ... 
etors, proriding they render such satisfactory 
accounts of the 11un1ber of passengers as 
n1ay be required; and make such election 
\\�hen their boats com1nence business for the 
season. 

On Boats of the above description ,vhich pass 
on the Junction canal, and ,vhich are not 
connected ,�·ith regular lines of boats for the 
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tranNportation of passengers on the Erie or 
Ch:unplnin canals, per inilc, ••••••••••••• 50 O 

On each passenger transported in freight boats, 
and o,Jer 12 years of age, per mile, • • • • • • • O 2 
Ordered, That hereafter the above rates of toll be 

charged and collected on the Erie, Champlain, and 
.r unction canals .. 

• :\1a-rclt 28, I 826. 

SAMUEL YOUNG, 
l-IENRY SEYMOUR. 
WILLIAM C. BOUCK . 
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