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The Water Works Meoting.

The weeting of citizens to consider the proposi-
tion for the crection of Water Works, was held at
City Hall last evening. The atiendance was not
large, ouly two or three hundred persois being pre-
sent.

E. Griflin, Esq., wus called to the Chair, and 1.
8. Hobbie, II. Bumphrey and C. Perry were aj-
apointed Sccretarics,

J. W. Bissell was called upon and ‘presented s
statement of what the Water Works Company pro-
posed.  The statement wmade Ly Mr. B, we have
nut been able to obtain, and we are compelled to
owit its publication, important though it be.

After reading the statement & number of gentle-
men put questions to Mr. B, in relation to the.uitu-
ation of the Campany, smount of stuck subscribed,
&c. Mr. B smid all tho Directors were bont fids
atuckliolders.  And that the amount of stoek sub-
scribed did not exceed 10,000,

Jas. Abrams said he had heard that it would cost
150,000 ur ¥200,000 to connect the scwers to cnable
the water to flow through and cleanso them, and
that this must be raired by local tax. The state-
ment was denied by J. M. Hatch and the probf
demanded,

Major Puckard expressed the belief that the nc-
cessary scwerage to follow the ercction of Water
Works, would not cost less than 200,000, He
wis apposed to the increase of taxation.. We had
had cnough of that alrcady—the Genesce Valley
Rulroad was an example of-this system of rob-
bery.

J.3L Hateh said the gnestion interested all citi-
zens, whetlier large or small tax payers.  He said
the last speaker had made a fortune and retired,
and weas now oppesed to all improvements that
would benelfit those who retmained in business.—
The speaker then went on to allude to the filthy
windition of the streets and the necessity of having
un abundent supply of pure water. lie was w.l-
ling to be tsxed tor this purpose. He called upon
those who had aceumulated fortunes and retire:d,
to be liberal in this matter, and assist to perfect
necessary improvements.  The company chartered
fonr years since,wasted their time in foolish exper!
ments, and accomplished nothing toward the end
desired. A new company bhes succeeded to the
previleges of ‘the old, but he did know Low mueh
t would accomplish. 1~ was anxious that some-
thing pructical should result from this new etfort.
It not, let others take hold of it.
gtock in this city would be good, as such stocks
were everywhere.

by sowe of our most respectable citizens.

W. C. Bloss wauted the meeting to have some- | the owner, and his illiberal rondiat fon ston oo

Water Warks |

The present proposition to thoe [
city to tuke stock, was no new thing—it did not | we published o few days «ince an account of the
originate withthe present company—such a elnuse Il leaving of a packege of money by a Mr. Howland
was in the c¢ld charter taken from the Legislature | of Janesville, Wis,, at Aver's Haotel, the tinding of

this water project wus to affect the city. Water was
desirable, but is it policy for the city to have any-
thing to do with it? he thought not. It made
the city liable to taxation, and to this liability be
was opposed. Our population had been liberal
and had submitted to taxation—the sun shines up-
on none more so. They bad built up & beautiful
city in forty years,and asdorned it with temples,
churches, school houses and palaces by their liber-
ality. They bad pot only submitted to legal taxa-
tion anoually, but bad contributed privately to ob-
jeeta of charity and local improvement. Our taxes
are about two per cent while those of New York
are only one per cent. Heavy tavotion detcrred
people from coeming here to invest their means
and mk‘é" up residences.  We are too 'young u peo-
ple to epgage in a project of building water works
—wo Mbad better wait a little while until we are
stron er—say five or {ein years--perhaps twenty.
e thdught the resolution of Mr. Blouss democratic
and proper.

N. F. Bradstreet said when & proposition for an

improvement came up there'was generally some re- |

sponge to it, but it did not appear to be so in this
case. 'The contractor had confessed that he got
up this plan sceretly and came to the city with his
enginects to force upon the people a ret of water
works for which they had not asked aml.‘which
they proposed to force upon them. We had wa-
ter cnough now—our Father ah4ve sends us all we
need. e denied that the streets of the city were
dirty. They could not be kept clean by water and
were not kept so in New York by water, but by
scraping and removing the dirt.

Mr. llatch attempted to reply to Mr. Bradst-eet,
but the audience did not appear inclined to hear

hiin. He was interrupted by stamping and other
noises.
W. A. Revnolds begged a hearing for Mr. H.

and Le was allowed to proceed briefly in reply.
Johu llay .vood stated  that the taxes of the city
for five years had been e follows :

City tax.  Local tax.
et | 85605 0500d000000% £70,000.
I8PS. i 79,752, §21,87R.
G-t ISR B - 84,500, 20,978,
|- 57 J0Ga0 B Eh 646 068000000 113,254, 80,92i.
ISO5. ..o 150,000

Mr. Porter again addressed the uicewng assert-
ing that it was impertinent and audacious for a
citizen to get up ruch n rcheme as thut water
works charter, without cunsulting the citizens and
then resign it to a stranger. .

J. M. Hutch rose to apointof order. Herea
dog barked and confusion followed. The chair
decided Mr. P. in order, the dog was cslled off and
ho went on to advocate the water worka scheme.

The ynestion was taken on Mr. Bloss’s resolu-
tion, sud it wns adopted with a few diseenting
voices, after which the meeting adjourned.
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Tfonesty Ilaadsvinely Rewardedd—Meanness Rebuk-
ed—A proud act of the Clity of Janeuvilie.

The readers of the Union will remember that

thesame by the chambermaid, its restoration to
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uy sowe 01 our most respectable citizens.
W. C. Bloss wanted the meeting to have sowme-
thing bLefore it, he therefore offered the fellowing :

Resolved, That however ueccessary wuater may
be deemed—that the clectors and tax payers should
be consulted by their vetes and legislative guards
of a two third vote as usual, shoula be secared be-
fure the eredit of the city be lent for u Water Com-
pany, or any other object by individuals however
desirable, and that this meeting respecttully pro-

{1car against any action by the Common Council
upon the subjcct.

Mr. Bloss went oft in a humorcus speech to de-
fend his resolutionhe wanted a vote taken and
the whole people consulted.

W.A Reynolds gave & historyof the Old Water
Works Co. C.A.Joncs obtained the charter of the
(o., putting in the names of citizens a8 he thought
proper, without consulting them. An examination
was made as 1o the feasibility ot Wat r Works.—
Mr. Butten aud oiliers ‘'made examinations with
Messrs. Jones, Brufl, and others, and after going
over the Lake Oatario route, he decided that a
supply of water from thet source would cost over
#1,000000, and wonld not be a paying investment.
They then went south and made an estimnatec on

Alic Hemlock Lake plun, and the estimate for that
\rmnc was _high—about £1,000,000. Then un esti-
mate was mhde and scurvevs to the mouth of Hone-

o Treek )(h water to brought to the Rapids in !

sl open “cansl. The estimated cost of this route
vras 575,000, Batten, Jonces, and Osburn propos-
cd to build the Waorks for that sum.  The Comn-
pany accepted the rroposition conditional that the
atock subseriptions could be procured.  The city
wns to take 200,000 for this plan.  The bouks
wereopen-d fur subscriptions by Citizens, but none
were token and the plan tell through orslept untit
recently,  1le hesrd no raore of Wat.r Works un-
il certain gentlemen went to Philadelphia. When
they returied home, the Witer Works project was
revived.  An application wus made to the Company
to disypo-e of their echarter. The Bonrd consented
to trapsfer their eharter on condition that those
who had expended guney in muking surveys, &c.,
should be reimbursed. - A majority of the Doard
resigned pursuant to this arrungement, and others
of the new Company suceeeded to their places.—
He ditl not know who the present rirectors were,
but thought the public ought to know who they
are and whad are their mesns to proseeate the pre-
pesed work.

S. D Porter thought good water was desirable,
and he kympathised with Mr. Hatch in his wants,
He thought chenp filters could supply it from what
fulls upon the roofs. lle was not willing to con-
cede that we wanted water. [le thought it s
preposterona for the city to attempt to construct
Wuter Works—-they would cost more than amil-
lien. Our city was not like Boston, New York,
Philadelpbia—they were compacily built while our

Luildings were scattered —a majority of vur people |

Live in the outskirts of the city, where watzr couid
not be couveyed except at an enorimousd expense.
Our gewers were not sdapted to the use of \Water
Works. [le now for the tirst time in his life rose
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Livein thc outskirts of the city, where watzr couid
not be couveyed cxcept atan enorimous expense.
Our sewers were not adanpted to the use of VWater
Works. [le now for the tirst time iu Lis life rose
in 11 public mecting, to remonstrate against a local
improvement, although a heavy wax payer. le
theught that with the present condition of our
strects unpaved, water would he detrimental to
the healtl, of the city rather than beneficial.

Silas Connecll said there were some extraordinary
fentures in the plan presented.  1st, Biinging the
water up the river from the Lake. Such an ex-

perimeut wight be successful, but had pever been |

tried. The work must be done nnder the protec-
tivn of cofter dams,  And when the pipes were put
down, they were to be the security offered  to
the city for its aid and moncy. Enough would be
then expended, but the security of an unavailable
expenditure would be.rmall. He ingisted that no
vulid security was offered for the loan asked.

C. A. Jones diftered with Mr. Porter ug tothe cost
of the Wauter Works. The reports made by Bat-
ten and others were no reports at all—they simnply
rode over the routc and made a guess without an
estimate. They heard of a plan where more mon-
ey could be made and went there. e said he gt
the charter tor the Water Works Company with-
out the knowledge of any citizens. He selected
citizens whom he thought would be the proper
1nen, and when he came home with it be asked if
they would serve and they assented to do so.  He
Lud no idea ut that time of beioug the cuntructur
for the Works.

Mr. Huywood asked it the speaker was serious ¥
| Great laughter aud prolonged applaunse. |

Mr. Jones said Lc a8 serious.  1le had not the
ability 1o take the contract.  Batten and Osborn
were able, and consented to take hold of the cn-
terprise.  He said the stateinent that no wtock
v/as subscribed was fulsc. 350,000 was taken con-
ditionally. Mr. Boody offered to take §50,000.—
lie (Mr. Jones) had the booka to show this,  The
reason why the work did not go on, was because
certsin castern gentlemen refused o invest with
the city of Rochester as o partner. They had
henrd of the Valley Ruilroad and the city partoer-
ship in that.  Mr. Jones reflected sharply upon a
currespondeut of the Union who had atated oer-
tain things that were untrue. The Eastern cupi-
talists wanted Prof. Silliman W anoalyze the Hono-
cye water. He did so, and reported fifteen parts
solid matter, and this report caused the Kastern
1en to abandon the ideéa of engaging in the work,
Thbe speaker contended that Water Works else-
where, even in towvni, were ‘ymﬂwblc, and must
Le 8o here. The Central Railroad Company want-
ed soft water te savo their boilers—the paper 'wills
wanted it—aud ¢very munufactory—the public
und private houses®waated it. lle had confidence
in the present company, though he did not under-
staud their plans.  1f Mr. Cuit of Butfalo under-

. ok the work, it would be woll deno and done
—~ right. He thought if sach & man would invest
€300,000, the ‘city ought to be willing toinvest
$200,000; and he tbonght the Common Couucil
would be justified under such circumsteices in
loaniug the credit of the city to the work.

“ Orren Bage was in fuvor ~of the resolution of
Mr Rines a=2 e
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Orren Bsge was in fuvor of the resolution of
Mr. Bloss, and would second it.

Major Packard rose to reply te personalitios aim-
ed at him, and defended himself against what had
been charged by speakers—he had not rotired up-
on a fortune—he was in favor of improvements.—
He did not wantto be calivd a Vandal or Goth, and
repelled the idea that he bore any resemblange to
theeastern Hiordes which overrun the south of Eu
Fope,

Istac Rills thought the question wes, whother






