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The Water Question,

The demand for water i3 now the question for
Rochester, to be settled before any other, Citi-
zens assure us that we are on the right tragk and
| mustinsist upon immediste steps to secare a
supply for the central portion of the city this
winter, Just as the subject of tapping the mill
race comes up, the Water Works Company come
‘before the Common Council and demand assist-
ance in shape of a loan to cnable them to bring
the water by their pipes from Smithtowa on
Honeoye Creek. They say they can have the
~water here by Dec. 15th if the city willk loan
$15,000. Thelr calculations and promises have
failed so often that the public have little conf-
dence in them, We shall not at present advise
the city to decline the loan, but we shall insist
| hat it is nGt safe to rely upon the Water Com-
| pany for a winter supply. Letto the Common
4 Council see 1o it at ouce that the mill race in
{ Aqueduct street is tapped- md the water taken
into the strect plpes. If the Water Company
decline 1o let the city use their mains, there are
¢ily pipes and mains in Buffalo, Exchange and
State ste. which may suswer the purpose. Let.
ro figuring for a big scheme delay the immediate
construction of water works In a small wa
which will cost but a few bundred doliars.

~ What transpired in the Councll last might is
reportedlnthm eolumns
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A special meeting of the ! on Council was
beld last cyening, the President occupyiag. pho.{.

The President stated that the ting had
been called by the Mayor a‘m l&’m‘h 3
ation an application of the Water Works Com-
‘pany for a degree of aid to get them over a lttle
difficulty they have encountered in theprocess
of the construction of the Water Works. The
lagt issue of $400,000 of bonds werenegotiated
to'be lssued as the work progressed—the com-
pleted work to be measured up each month, and
the bonds issued and the money paid. A large
month's work has been dobe, and the company
is short $15,000 to meet thelr Indebtedness for
Jabor, &. They of course cannot issue bonds
and obtain money until the work 1§ completed.
‘What Is asked of the city {s that the city loan the
company $15,008 gnd take stock as security ; but
this cannc, be done, as, the law aunthorizlog the

jeit* 1o take stock has been repesled, The city
has a contract with the company, which, by the
way, has expired by its own terms, to pay $20,-
000 yearly for twenty years for water for city
porposes. It is proposed now that the city ad-
vance $15,000—cne year's water rent—of course
the city to be secured ageainst loss, if that can be
done without doubt. :

The Mayorsald that the subject required ma-
ture deliberation. It had been suggested that a
supply could be obtained from Smithtown, by
thie middle of December next, which wounld
answer for fire purposes, if the city would ad-
vance a large proportion of one year's water
rent. ‘The laborers are on the ground, and the
work conld be proceeded with rapidly. It was
also proposed to make a special contract for the
year for water for fire and cleansing purposes—
the city to pay $15,000, to be applied on its first
year's $20,000 rent when the works are com.
pleted. This, he thought, might be done safely
The company had forfeited the terms of its con.
tract with the city and it remained catirely with
the city to ssy whether anything shouid bé done
to get water, 3

Ald. Andrews said that between the Hearlotta
Reservoir and Smithtown, about five miles of
pipe remain to be laid, and between the Reser-
voir and the city to connect with the malns
about two miles. Conunections will also have to
be made at the severul street corners. The ex-
pense to complete all this work will be about
$00,000,\ae had been in‘ormed. The engineers
were confident that $20,000 would get the water
into the pipes in the city by the middle of De-
cember next, @

A.J. Wilkin, Presidcnt of the Water Works
Company, was heard. Mr. Wilkin related the
history of the Water Works Company and its
financial transactions. On the issue of the last
$400,000 of bonds, it was stipulated that $25,000
worth of work must be done before bonds —ex-
cept the first $50,000 —could be negotiated,
These bonds could only be negotiated on the
certificate of the engineer of the bondholders—
Mr. Troutwine. Tue company supposed a short
time since that they had $25,000 worth of work
completed, and sent for Mr. Troutwine, who
came, went over the work, and estimated it at
$11,000. He did not take iuto consideration the
amount of trench dug, the pipe made, iron
hooping on hand, &c., bnt only included In
his cstimate the smount of pipe actually laid
and covered. While the company had sctually
expended 944,000, Mr. Troutwine would only
certify to about $17,000. The bondholders had
construed the terms of the contract literally,
The compsny found their bonds locked up, and
they nowasked that the Common Council would
In some legal manper help Mem over the bar
which had sprung up In their progress. The
special contract plan aliuded to by Ald, An-
drews, he thought could be made to work. 1
was only a questjon whether the city would pay
jts first year's water rehit to-day or in one year
from now.
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Mr. Mursh, the Company's engineer, said tha!
he wus quite confdent that with $60,000 the
works could be completed by the 1st of January
next,

Ald, Qualtrough sald be was bhmdp&-
ting water into the city—but he would like to
know what security could Le given the city
sgainst loss, if the proposition made was ac-
cepted. He thonght the ouly safe way was for
sppraisers 10 be appointed to estimate the valae
of the work done sod the ci'y 1ake the Works
sud complete them.  Of courie an arrangement
would bave to be mide with the boaduolders.

Ald. Cariog agreed with Atd. Qualtrough.

Ald. Rochester thought it was in tae power of
('Ihe city to annul its coutract or cmbarrass the
compsvy in introdgeloz witer. Bat did agy
one suppose that the compiny had gone 0 far
88 It had, and expended buudreds of tuoassnds
of doltare, if it (the cothpany) could get a grasp
on the clly and then ldgtlr works rot or go to
deeay,

Mr. Wilkin sald that the Company was per-
feetly willing that the money, $15,000, if raised
sccordiog 1o the proposition made, should be
plactd in the heuds of the President of the
Common Couneil, to be puld ouly on the certl-
ficste of Mr. Marsh or Mr. Troutwine, as the
work was completed,

Ald. Apdrews presented the only coatract
every made by the city with the Company, acd
it was read. By the terms of the contract the
rental commences apd the countract is in force
from the commencement of & continuous supply
of wholesome wa'er. It is expressly stated 1o
the contract that the Compsuy hinds itself to
bave the works completed and i full force by
| the 1st of July, 1868,

\ Ald. Remington sald it was merely a question
whether the city would advance $15,000 for the
express purpose of securing water in the city
for fire purposes the comiog winter. If the city
could be sssured that the water. could be:
brought in by the 1st of January, it would then
be time to consider the security offcred. The
engineer, Mr. Mareh, said about three-quarters
of the work had been completed, and it had ta-
ken nearly three years to do It  Now It was
stated and proposed to complete the re-
maining work in abost six weeks. Ho
belleve it could be done. When he ws\ con~
vioced it could be then he would be
consider the proposition.

concerned only a very few miles of
bebn 1aid, and the conditions of the
had only been partially complied with.

not bejieve in advancing one cent to a ¢
which had violated so far all of its

He related the condition in which
bad been left after the pipes had been lall

Ald. Rochester thought & committee
be appalnted to look into the matter,
the proposition In its Jegal bearings, and
to the Board, i

Ald, Gerling agreed with Ald. Mauder.

Ald. Roche sald that the fact that no plpu
had been lald in the outskirts of the city wounld
not induce him to vole against the pi on.
If he conld be assured or nml!ed {hat water .
could be brought Into the cily by the first o

, Jasuary next he would not care to waste thrae
or four weeks In "a"" 8 committes to€Xumlae
intp the subject and report,

AlJ. Genling moved  the -MM of rg
committee of fiye,

Ald. Qualtrough moved fo refer to Water
Works Committec aud the Mayor, and the de-
clsion 10 be communieated 40 the Board at &
men'ng tmuned by the Mayor.

stated “that: the §15,000. sskod
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$25,000 of bonds could hmdmﬁbrﬁuhd
the remainder of the worls §
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AlQ. Gerling agréed with AV, Mauder. ]

Ald. Roche sald that the fact that no pipes
had been lald In the outskirts of the city would
not induce him to vole aguinst the p on.
If he could be assured or satisfied {hal waler,
could be brought Into the eily by the first o
. Jaguary next he would not care to waste thrae
or four weeks In having & commities tofi \mlaé
into the subject and report. gy ﬂ

Ald.  Gerling moved the appbjntuont of « |
[ eommittee of five, ‘

Ald, Qualirough moved to refer Lo Waler
Works Committee and the Mayor, sud the de-
cision 10 be communieated 10 the Board at o
meet'ng to be called by the Mayor,
H Mr, Wilkin stafed ‘that tho #15,000 s3kod

or the half of it would be expended in
covering ﬁoﬂpudmdyw and then the
$25,000 of bonds could be received by them ¥nd
the remainder of the worl progressed. i

Ald. Andrews said & portion of the men hLad
stopped work and the rest would to-morrow
unless they could be guaranteed their pay, He
favored action on the proposition to-night. The
exegoncles of the case would not admit of delay

~—the consideration of the matter by a commit-

tee, One single fire would destroy property to
’ three the valge of the amount of money

pow agked for. He would ke to have it re-
ferred to the Water Works and Law Ooum;o
and Mayor, With power to act.

Ald. Parsons moved to amend the motion to
meet the suggestion of Ald. Andrews,
| Ald Qualtrough sald the committecs could

meet to-morrow morning and be ready to report
st a special meeting to-morrow afternoon.

r Ald, Orsig was opposed to meddling with the
matter In any shape, unuu the clv take the
whole works,

Ald. Relyea was pr to act toonlght.

The motion of Ald, Qualtrough referring the
| mattertothe Water Works and Law Committees,
t Magor and President/of the Board, and thoy re-

port to-morrow (Saturdiy) eyening was adopied,

‘During tho discussion the question of supply-
ing the central portion ol the city, on the west
side of the river, with water for fire purpodes
_tb.eoom!nz winter came up incl
¥b ‘Md. RO “qn‘m '

«~ken by the Firfe Depaytment

muatte. = ‘
" AL Whilcomb stated that the

.

Company
in Aqueduct st, required $700 from the ity for
the privilege of water from the race for
tbe purpose named, and the Fire May-
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e repres tﬁu of the WaterWorks

pany present were asked if they would, in case,
the city did or did not accede tc: th:q Om

ropogltion, lay pipes to ghe rage in Aquedac
’ﬁrcqno couvey water into thelr mains in Buffa.
lo street, and muke conuections with mains and
the reservolr pipes In State streqgt.

Mr, Wilkin said the Company wauld do. what..

ever the Common Councll requested, no matter
whether their proposition was acecepted or nat.
Beversl of the aldermen said the plpes had
better be laid at once, and_not wait for the
water %0 be brought from 8wl htowa,
- The east eide aldermen, and several pepresent-
ing outeide wards on the west side, said the
plsn proposed would give the property in the
vicinity of the City Hall protection in case of
fire, but wounld not be of any benefit to property
on the east side or in the out streets on the
west side. They could only find protection in
water belpg supplied through the Water Works
Company’s pipes wherever Jaid, “
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