gestiens through your columns for the benefit
“of. those interested. In the sriicles reforred to |
propositions have been made to take water from
 the Genesee River, Lake Ontario and Hemlosk ,

Lake. It is to the last named. source that I
~wish to eall your attention. To convince you
that I know what 1 am writiog about, I will
state for the benefit of all concerned that I have
resided twenty-nine years Within tweuty-five
rods of Honeoye Creek. During time I
have Been more or less interested 'n::r.
privileges of this stream, and have observed the
riadual decrease of water, examined jato the
causes thercof, and have traveled every year
more or leas through the towns of Canadice and
Springwater. 1 will first call your attention to'
the inlets of Hemlock Lake. Springwater vil-
lage is situated at the head of this lake, it being
twenty-eight years.ego a large depot for pine
and hemlock timber with three or four saw
mills running night and day, and I well remem-
ber when traveling on the lower road eyery few
rods we had to cross a spring brook that rashed
down the biNside both summer and wigter; but
it Is not 50 now, there belng bul a few small
springs left, and they are wecoming ‘* beautiful-
Iyless’ every year. (It would be nataralto
ask why these changes have becn broaght
about; this is easily explained.)

Thirty years ago thece were extensive pine
and hemlock forests in the towns.of Canadice
and Springwater, and now they are nearly all cut
off and in thelr stead cultivated 8. About
four or five miles south of Springwater valley is
o large traot of land formerly known as Way-
land Swamp, which was perpetually covered
with water, forming a large reservoir which
supplied the streams and springs that eventu-
allyfound their way into Hemlock Lake. Thls
swamp was situated on what is now called Sum-
mit Level, and the building of the Corning &
Avon railroad drained the swamp so that the
owners thereof are cutting it up into farms, and
from this cause the greatest portiom of water
which once flowed northward, finding its way
into Hemlock Lake, now runs in a southern di-
rection, It is a fact which needsno demonsira-
tion from me to prove that when land it cleared
of its timber, exposing it to the wind and sun's |
rays, the process of drying and evaporation |
must follow, and the beds of streams and riva- |
lets. which once supplied large quantities of
water for this Lake are at nearly all seasons of
the year as dry and arid as the ‘* Desert of Sa-
hara.”' Canadice and Hemlock Lakes are sur- |
rounded with hilis which are cultivated nearly
to the water's edge. The soil about these Lakes
is a mixture of yellow clay and saod, the clay
being largely predominant, and when washed by
heavy ralns the surplus water carries with it all
the movable dirt and filth, depositing them into
the beds of these Lakes, making the water dirty
and filthy and totally unfit for use for a long
time. Underlving and Intermingled with the




and flithy and totally unfit for use for a long
time. Underlying and | ed with the
sofl which coverdthe whole range of hills in that
region are species of slate and share rock more or
less saturated with petrolenm, sad should any-
one doubt this P would recommend a visit to
the gus well in West Bloomfleld for further In-
formation om the subject. It has been truly
said that the perfume clingsto s withered rose,
and it is quite possible that the sweel-sesnfed
- which this water must coutain may
not make its presence known to the olfactories,
yet s perfect analyzaiion might prove its pres-
ence.
' Prominent capes, formed of sand clay and
 thale rock ** washed from the hillsides,'’ are
| continually extending themselves into these
lakes and gradually bat surely flling them up.
As the supply of watér becomes reduced by
evaporstion and discharge through the outlet, a

~ wggetable growlh may be scen in many places
' reaching far out into the lake, Allow me to

_ refer you Lo ene circumstance. Daring the dry
senson, three years ago, the water becane so
polsoned from the decay of this veg&tation that
' the fish in large numbers died and floated down
 the outlets, and I am credibly lnformed that
cattle even died from drinking the water at that
time. Other siriking snd disagreeable Instances
might be cited. Sickoness among the Inhabl-
~ tants around the foot of the lakes and slong the
outlets was stbribuled to the same poisoned
- condition of the water.
| As to mm:dmr,pemnne to say
that for the last eight mounths there has not
been water enough In the cutlet of these lakes
at all times to run the machinery to nesr their
capacity, and when there is & surplus it is gen-
ersily of that charscter which renders it unfit
for domestic or culinary purposes. 1 wish now
to call your atiention to the mnsunt of capital
on the outlet In lmproved privileges and the
sgrregate of business done which will be mate-
rially aflected by the proposed diversion of the
water. The amonnt of capital invested is over
£200,000, consisting - of pine custom aud mer.
chant mills with thirty-three runs of stone, and
tive saw mills, five furnaces and machine shops,
two woolen factories, one planing mill, one sash
and blind factory, one spoke and fellow factory,
two bLarrel, stave and heading factories, two
wood turning shops, ene millwright and tara-
ing shop—employing in all nearly one hundred
snd fifty hands, with as sggregate product of
sbout $500,000 annually. The amount of horse
power employed Is 929,  This is for the water
power now [mproved and in use on the outlet
below Frost Hollow.

In addition to the above Interests directly
hazarded, a large community is to be substan-
tially demaged; and perhaps R would sot be
'- overstating the situation to say that that com-
| munity ptoptm to look watchfuily to its inter.
| osts. iL
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