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f e "Above all, record the epidemics of avery season. Such records,
1 if published, will be useful to foreignexrs and a treasure io ;
;3 posterity.”’ :
~-Benjamin Rush

Rugh, B., Observations on the Duties of a Physician and the
a = Methods of Iaproving Medicine;
S Madical Inquiries and Observatious, 3rd Editiom,
= Vol. 1, Philadelphia, 1809.

L —— e “ - R |




Pages

’ 1. Iatroduction

i
(L £
~ II., Cholera, the Disease 3-13

ok
T o Ay o Wy -
4 4 J

Astatic in Origin, Malignant in Spread - 37

Portrait: Village ~of Rochester in ¥18_3$ 38 - 45

~ Rochester ve. The Cholera 46 - 130

Mgl .5 —
R e

TR e ]



Thaﬁ r«.-:-:-. 1lévian e Rl

& in mew Gfour wheTen and %4V,
' bhoman. Jif gpivndress Saegh
78 they swpsezition Sl we phall
o iz wEsted—Ths DaFTia’ e

JFRTTOVE il 2ee A celinve

o ESar tha FESTENTALN SODONGE waich hae sempl like Tha U3
Bt oWy Ty ssntistoin Shc LTAREESsl En RO, 485 B0 SLETw
£ i i ) ] ; i s
, f b o1en SR t-"i"]‘:: LRI e BIFTUTRULT g s L -

__ sy BTG

Llasr U OER) pisesle
BT BORAPOSEY

B o U o £

: " . =0t d A . -, "F, |
ﬂa.'.:[ s 01 LRIl Gd OE=SN%. a5 L ie WBami Jes S A MLl QAW
Iros Yarsls

-3 PR

1
el AT o s b
It -
s fts methodliesl,
= 44 " ol Ho L e i
plece, teseeifplup €4 1SOS
s 1L =lae
TR o R n imdriguiag Bistary. Famiiltlaty #ad vreatisges oy
ks BRIz 3 P guing :
= \
w-i\ gL omTpohed LY x5 S 233 A S0 LD 1 il
- x Epehed 59 ;
Y P | \ b
Radidy Adrertisur, Juase 1%, 1532,
- e e = = L - T a—



PREFACE

'‘Seldon have we commmicated news of deeper interest

than is embodied in this..paper. The pestilence so fatal
to life in Asia and Eurcpe is now on oux shores and way,
re long, be desclating our homes. Its progress through
Quabec and Montreal forbids the mpponit{.an that we shall
be loug exempt. The Rubicon is passed-—the barrier inter-
by the Atlantic is destroyed—and can it be believed
the MYSTERIOUS SCOURGE which has swept like the Siroe
two centinents send traversed an ocean, can be stayed
in its deso }lting career till measurably glutted in the
New World?"

asg

It was on a Tuesdsy, June 19, 1832, that the 10,000 paop].q
' in the Erxrie canal village of Rochester read the above newspaper
. sccount first learning that the dread Cholera, which had relentlessly
! ' ~ traversed Eurvope from its Asiazn c¢radle, was now within striking
distance of their own homes., In fifteen years, the Cholexra had

' ktranscended its endemic Asiatic boundaries and iovaded, from Persia

;'H Nesr Eastern. trade cities, Bussia acd Poland, then Germany,
W aud France. Like a Mongol borde, it moved along rivers and
3 - gzade routes infeating snd destroying hundreds, thousands within a

3 twmt of its sppearance, moving on to more destruction, or
B
{ My doubling back to attack a city thought, presumsbly, to have

Unique smong the great epidemic diseases in its wethodical,
‘ set predicteble advance from place to place, terrifying to those
1ived in its destructive path, Malignant Cholera, as it was
d, presents an intriguing history. Pamphlets and treatises by

' #core were composed by lay and medical persona throughout the

Pally Advertiser, June 19, 1832,
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. woxls setting forth elaborate causal theories, metheds of trestment,

gnd multitudinous mesns of prevention of the diseases., In dealing

E with the broader concepts, the specious theories, the diverse epldemiologic
- ideas, the history of the individual city's struggle to cope with the

4 disease, its fears, and its problems has been, unfortunately, ignored.

The problems of gquarantine, sanitary and isolation measures, of

the formation and adminigtratien of s Health Department (im 1832 virtually
uiknown to American cities), of the rveactions of a towm to a disecase

ith known high attack mortality rates--of these things, little has been
- written.

R

S L

: The city chosen for discussion is Rochestor, N.Y. in no way uniyue

the cities attucked b;xt representative of most American gemi-

mu-x towns of the 1830'as. Focusiag eventually eon this one community,
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& The disesse, Clolera, as we commonly know it today, has

. nala colem" or black 1l1ness,} referring to the cyanosis at-
© tendant, and the Hindu Vishuch{® o "VishakIki®, sigatfylag
 vemitisg o purging, to the celorful Hagled “Hauwa®, meaning

2

. ternade,” and the Fremch "Mort de Chisa" or dog's death.’
ughout the western world prior to 1830, dlarrhes marked
.-iw exaesnive bile in the evacustions, pain in the epigastrium,

"mm ond mumg, ad !nna beon collectivaly catagerized
~ from anslest Hippooratie vritings froa the Tonlms ;
£ .w of (bile) and (T £low), for it was be-
{'. ,_ Mﬁt&ﬂumwmutfnuuummﬁhym
& sive bile secretfons. The Greaks added the tern ;
“mag “disease”, which, £inally translated fsto Latin, ar-
v *"% a8 the term Cholera Mbus.?

| When the highly epidemic and fatal diarcheal form from

Burope and the epldsulc Indlan dierrhea; they simply termed
2 Indian forn “Gholera Morbus™.®’7 It was mot until further
ehparvation of the disease in Buropeen habitat that physicians
, I:ﬁmmlftmumrwmm-—thu this was not at
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3 the most comsen of which wers “Asiatic™ or “Indian Cholera™,
- MMMMMwWQW.
1 R N S 1
-awmmmmumwmm
MW;WM*,&@&MW,--
and almoss say M%m# “olers. Infantun®.? Tha

. Mmmmm,m,mnrmm
CGhalers dorbug wes & teru spplied wariously to wesn "viztu-
f’ * nﬂr soy dherrhea” and "Asiatie Cholera™. & :
mmy.m:nnanmmmmummma
Lo mﬂu m has come to e zoce

g the word m v m”" = miivg A1 dm
i-I‘J-O;*r ; " mm vl Be

s .—-v-l—"d-:



The mosk commnicatlve and vivid observations on the

syupiomatology ave to be found in the many writings of those
 physdetans vho irst observed the disease, The following is.
4 éynthesls of the observations of thres observers (im abstract)s
. *The fovaslon is {neidioug.,... the patient...msy admit that

b i3 unaccountably listless. He hss tormina of the bowsls, and
N an uncomfortable sensation of heat at the pit of the stomach.

- with coupreseicn of the , epigastrive, and difticulty
hing, With thess symptoms coms crawps in the limbs and

|
g
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Thoories pertaining to the etlclogy and epidenielogy of
"~ Dhelera were Jegion during the Piret world epidemie, and
b uﬁwmmm to the ludlorews. A sisple listing

I suggested aauses is, I belfeve, both adequate aud self-
W The mest widely beld {Ses was that 1t was due
e porrid alssws,'? noious a2fluvia, ste., vhih Ldess ver

spported by the frequently consomitent £indings of & Chelera

j mﬂimwmm.u or a camal.*® othurs,
m attributad the disease to such as an excess of car-

tive Cholera principle and a soll priseiple; '’ usual

ved, condansed, and virulear.”®

st following the United States epldemtc of 132-1835,

funtel Drake and J. K. Mitchsll, in & digcussion of the

ggmmls Origin of Dissass™ hypothasised that Cholera poi-
L ——. .2 s 1608, Boansi/

06 Nt with vegstatiite o alowo-fiungt?

PErvars gubsequenmily dlsimed to have found Chelera

arined thes variously es cocot, vods,

=



elongated threads, chalas of rods, besded threads, stc.

A'D¥. Buld of Bristel, Baglind, in 1849 sade doms very
~ prophetic suggestions that the divease was dependent on a
| Miviag organten, vilch, balag svalloved, became infinttely
 astion which produced the dlarrhea and Sther symptoos of
| semiasted by contact with food, Mumuur through the
dsaking water of infected places.” The suggestion that lu-
| pws dsinking vater vas & sigolficant factor vas, hovever,
| &l1uded to as early as 1817 by Dr. James of Jessors, mu.a,
%w incidentally 1isted and as quickly dismissed.’ |
3 Quits iiterally, a sclentifis battle of theories raged |
hout the ninsteenth century, both previcus to and, even
more 80, aubsequent to Dr. Robert Koch's distinguished obmer-
B aaxd mm Eoch's work was, in part, antici-
u.m«z investigators Lacluding the eminant Mod-
2 25 pactat®’, vur erreng doibt axists that the

¢ was, 18 effect, dessribed by any prier to

eaics theve. Tis findings wers reported at ths
aade et exportnshts sndertiben are clusle,
pusly ehormgh. Iin short, ha demonstrated

TR T




gggﬁ the etiology of the Asiatic Cholers. Tn

ﬁuﬂnﬁ had taken mwﬁu. )
Eﬁg m!..sg &n»

uiggﬁnwfn?.ﬁngs &ES
i?ﬁaqnoqng#%-uﬁ. %F

n sction of them £all {11,

» of a mumber of guiggn
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m -lgm those ;mmy tuzrm.a; £rou
st ive’ iabﬁrﬁmﬁég“*

mwmw,mmwmmmgm:
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X mmlubjtetacmgmmm&smmmd
¥  and vivid speculation, throughout the ninetsanth sentury,
Bﬁﬂ:ml uniformity of opinfion soncerning
ting factore which favered the dewelopwent
__'._h-mmmmummnma
i nwknﬂu factorss
: of thoes with {rritable bowels -~

mﬁw;ﬁmmﬂuuu.

~ frem green fruits, ete
£yom bad foods;

ctors predisposing te illness --
wet clethes, etc.
Jo; thaze were the bizarres
meoce £rom all fxuits apd farimscecus vegetables;
the sun and coldnass of the nighta;
rly vinds (ia Indis);
after washing in cold water;
g in tha open airx;
winds w with salt and nitre; 32
Mutfling of the bresth in the company of othars.
ih and nutvition, though the primeiple emphasis
8, on better sanitary facilities and the boiling
p of impure water. Transmipsion of the dissave

| {8 weli-recogniced, and raw food consumsption in




trestesst ‘of holara in 1831 was prisipally that of
| blasding and will subsequently be discussed.
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bistory of Cholera may be dated to the sarliest writings of
sic Indisn cradle end it is virtually e certaloty that Indians

i sud died from its lethal attack long before there were scribes

a8 Hippocrates and Arltaes of “Cnp‘gadngia"i. but not enough
2d for us to know whether the Cholera which they describe

dly fatal epidemic Aslatic or Vibrisn Cholera, or some

i diarrhea caused by the Salmosella, Shigells, or others.

: Ahuya been plagued by a variety of agents causing gastro-
sysptems, sud to distinguiab the one form from another in

er centuries might geem difficult. It is, however, the
Vﬁg which, by its cardinal epldemiology, stands out yo

' no other digease of its nature has proven so rapidly

aly epidemic, and so ualquely peculiar in its irreatible,
seat from city to city, from people to people.

t;!ul ctu: the disease extended beyond its Asisn Loundaries
1€ i!ﬁt}y 19th eentury. The Cholera described in Loandon,

Europesn cities ia the 17th and lith centuries by
4,5

*

B2, Brady and others ’°, has since been thought to be
Qnt._rit_i-. Other 'reco,rds of the disease, lp-_ulled
e of India do not show the extreme high worbidity amd
table whea the Vibrios Cholera eetablished itself in

- tj.ve water, sewage, andé genersal sani,tgry conditions

§ possibllity that less virulent forms were kaown in

e
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to the 19th century seems improbable from the warious
ous of the disesse ms it occurred in Intda during ldentical
8th century periods,

4o de Presle states that in 1762 4n Upper liindustan, 30,000

38) and 800 Europesns died®.

demically on the Coromandel coast, at cue period assumdiug

iguant character, destroyimg sbowve 60,000 pemple?.
ier rebords, Casper Correa; en offiser of Vaseo de Gama,
g 1503 $¢n Calicut, on the soutbwest Indian coasst, 20,000
, disease whichk “struck thew suddenlike in the belly™, so
dn eight hours. In 1545 be met with tho sme disesse
e up the west voast, when it was' called Morexy: “the very
poison seemed to be in’ operatica; as was proved by the |
| great drought for water, as if the stomach was parched
ps that fixed in the sianews, with pain so extreme that
emad at the point of death and the nails of the hands
g “black'.®
ipravented the egress of Cholera beyond Asia before
#nd what factors promilgated ite epread early in

5 bk been noted, first, the disease has a very brief

*ime; thirvd, it persists in the infected individual
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: y a4 ralatively short time so that he either dies very soon
nfsction or secu regains his health, not long rexaining a

«f the disease, Thus, before widespread disseminstion of
sase could ocecur; it was necessdry for efther (a) aan infected
11 to travel répidly encugh before recevering oxr dying to

t the disease to others, or (b) a group of fafected individuala

% the Far ‘East brought together the uecessary reageats in a

an sufficiently potant to transport the disesss to and through-
f sterd world until tha first great epidemic finally mpattered. -
_ «ﬂn 1834, ‘A cloaer view of the ovents and the progress of

2 ‘takes us to India.

e nuserous accounts of the "Moraxy', ‘'Hachsiza or Hagza’?,

‘ ..‘{ltnltﬁm"lo, "Mort de Chien"1l as it wes variously

past, in ceantral India, and particularly about the wmouth of
ainly, Cholera epidamics were common, for an early

@ Englighman, Macoamara, atates, "there ia s temple to Oola:
. Godess of Choleva, nesr Calcutta, in 1720, which is

e avary Tuesday end Saturday, especially from April
tinmes' A2
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B gll tsn apidemic outbutsts wers repoxtec in Iﬁuia qvct a 30&
od haginning in 150013 Bawaver. ainca few ?uxopeans lived

%

: anﬁ since an Indinn medical board was ot fo:meu until 1761

not yublish any reperts until ]Sl&}lJ. seant attautian was

:hia littlé publicizeé éiseaeeié. By and lat e, the ueatern

:1ndian apidemic of 1781. A great pilgriaage involving

rad thousand Hindus was made every tuelve years to Jugger—

', at Puri, a holy sgot south of Calcuttalé In thisg

uhile o the pilg:image and not long after severe epidenics

ftlndia aorth to Calcutta and south toward Hadras aleng the

Puxi at Ganjam. Ea reported, ‘beaéh raged in the camp

lhil t!port is netable far it 18 the first vecord of any
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f March. Later, it will be evident that this method of propa-
‘was important to the apidemic spread of Cholera; it is rveported
oot every Indian army camp was attacked by the dtumlg'.

hg by two years the pillgrimage to Puri, was a greatr

g¢ to Buréwer it softhern ladia, a place significant in its

. along the great caraven routes reaching Indis from Russia and
3783 was the year of this prilgrimage ou which an estimated
Iudisus died of Cholera within an aight day peried?®, nmany of
#ted.oae to two miliion pilgrims?}, again acquiring che disesse

porting it to various parts of India {nfected just two years

revious epidamic 18 to be noted, for the beginning of the

pnic soon to sweep over the world was a counterpart of this

And, notably, the year 1817 codncided with the year of

: ';'1 {lgxrimage. Various north&rn parts of Bengal had in that year

pquived the disdase, according to-sruperuzz'n , but unedl

‘1n Jessore; the oft-rveported “cradle of Cholera'?4, a

‘Calcutta, 1fttle more than the usual attention was paid

However, Jegaore, locdted in this sgme low, wet

ng the mouth of the Canges, was heavily infacted in

3. ‘and over a two wonth period.'m than 10,000 weve

Bave dled. Little time elopsed, howeve¥, before other
avily afflicted. Caleutta, lylng but a few miles distant,

y #truck, that s note was written to Jessore suggesting

48 couparison, was having oaly the usual ®asongl e{:iﬁemiczs
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111 Bnpmmbor, 1817 36 000 ia Galcuttn were attacked

; I mth p«w:l.ﬁ;d26 The disease nptead like a great csucer

_ ,Wﬂ aqnate nila area” In ehe spm of tmt monthe, the
t;ad alrudy averrun a graat put of lmur Ba.ngnl At Sylhet,
‘f{o -nf}o acquired :hg dj‘mnzg In the 1,300,000 inhahitant
l?iud'du 16 SOG diedza it 1s lt“?d* "The invasfon was so
the rosds were eovered with the dead and the dying, who had
:o;uin their tent.u or houses. Men mm-mted on horses were
3 trom them, wnabis to rise again."w In this year, ‘Cholera
_ty diuction from Jessore to a distasce of 250 miles.
ﬂut. Hﬂ,wﬁ in 32 cities dsl.ad n!m: mn in -Eomber,
o Hestings, moving eouth with Hie grand ariy of 10,000 -
000 uatives was attacked, losing between 9,00030 and

Balera sad the bulk of the resainder of the army to

ops moving into central Indie?? end pilgrims traveling
i suffered disemse outbreaks but continued on, trausmitting
iy went. It was in sparsely settled rentral India
o8 firet noted a regulav.and progressive movement of the

Jundaunted by the most powerful monsooms and winds'33,
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.ll cities.3* Only a few of the larger tracts of the country,

cially the hill districts, escaped 1it. At Pandharpur, the
o 5 0 ; :
tha great religious festival, 3,000 reportedly perisnedd®, 1,

o il a calculated 150,000 ﬁi;ad_:’f’-a. From agrthern Mepal to

mn Travincore, uncounted thousands fell victim to the disease,

Al

¢ spread to Sism, Burma, Sumatra, Mauritus and Reuniom in 1819
and Borneo im 1820. |

ﬁp:eru. though not the sastern movement of the discase, appeared |

cessed by 1820, but epidemic outbresks continued throughout India

T e T

! ﬁpidly throupgh countries éut and gouth of India.

villaeges were depepulated, and the terror was &0 great
the crews of many vessels Jeserted and fled in the night.

137

9t fear of the ppulace was. clearly understandabla, for there
dapatien for the spread of a disease which acted im an apparently
trary menner, supposed, orj_gj,n;_l;g. to be extant only around
fines which sxuded A, dangerous mipeps nto the air, hut appedr—
ample, at the citadel of Jaraguth built on au isolated rock

ove a plain while uissing eatiraly the village built at the

y atatistics ave of intexest fax though thase figures may

these are the figures relayed to Europe and America: |
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ay (April 1819) 15,945 ascertalned death (but affirmed
: ’ by the Madical Commissgen to
be qnly 1/6 or 1/3 of the veal

g ik gtmber
ik, Siam 40,0003
A 10,000 to 20 ooo’*"; .

1.

spread to Siam, Ceylon, Sumtra, and, very ntartlingly.

¢8 distant to Mauritius?2,

kean days before this, thc Topaz, a grigate of 46 guus,
eylon anchored in Port louis, the principal city, after
‘ushealthy voyage, during which several men had dled of
Morbus. Port Louis was first attacked and killed 500
8,000 population in tem days,"43

wt of ‘zh)n epidemic ever loug stretches of ocean had not,

{8 cutbresk, been demonstrvated. Despite this occurreuce,

o net, hmvét, due to the transmission of “germs',

se, in & l;on extreme view, attributed the disease to the
"evil genius, which, in the form of a fish, had sought
Gulf of Siem. A great religious festival was held to

1 being, but the collection of a great mass of human

the fury of the '(uua“. and 7,000 died shortly

g 51?.’12’!; disease to the Philippine Islands where “‘the
R iat it caveed in insurrectiocn in which perished
& great number of natives"43, China, Indo~China
Goakt of Africa also wers invaded by the Cholera,

,M'A'i pidon:lﬁ ;:hwedv no signs of nbatingﬁs.

| SR S R RR
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; vas, for Europe, a historic year, for in this year the

rst demonstrated a disregard for its Asian for boundaries
-i&nt from Bombay, India, to I-Zusca.t“é, a city on the Gulf of
ﬁ?nittod, mﬁably , in coavoy By 800 English troops sent to
ﬁg‘m. Ic ra;cidly ascended aloug caravan and merrcautila routes

 and Bender Abouchir®’; to the island of Barien, and thence to

ims. Imnﬁan and Yezd in central Pexrsia were attacked”V. By
étavan both, it moved to Bagdad, destroying a third of its

5L, vith mtixed blessiugdl, withdrew in the face of the Cholera
7:. thus providing a focus for the infectiou of western ?ersiész.

‘ t; asme year, in Asis, the Dutch garrison at Borneo was nearly

d ic to Mosul, Hardin, and Diyarbakar. From a focus at

: the praviocus year, RKashan, Kemamhah Tehran, and Hamaden
5 Lnd in the same yesr, tha disease spread to Meshed, a very
’lbhm&an tcugim shrine. to which annusl pllgrimages were
mmc Lhina, Bornec. Java and Iadie atill suffered he.avily
‘&Ma ‘rhe foliowing yesr the Mediterrenean cities of Aleppo,

tos, Tripold aad Dmsc.uass were attacked, as graat groups of
returned frommdantly infected Moslem shrines, amoug them ?-!es‘uad5 6.
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flong trade routes aud roads taken by returning pilgrims E

3 ”1;§5£e north to Lenkoran and Baku’’. The Prines Royal of

-1#7a'aa11139raat mood, attacked the Turkish srmy a 1822,

ou ﬂﬂyl after a victary. lost large numbers to the Cholera,

gsuputed 2 0&0 on a single march. He withdrew to Tauvris,
Api. and thus served for a decood time gs a prive factoer
= T -

of the dlsease to the capitalsﬂ In the Caucasaus, Tiflig

_  _ﬂhﬁ ent!y of the sele mountnin pass, into Rusaia, 1.e.,
3 1-{* S

'---—_J Fi

l%l ftun Bnku

:'thrnughaut western Eurepe in that year. But poon

651. as the Cholera mystariously withdrew from its

'. Y s

“_ E::spt far a sporxdic flare~up in Syria, ia 182&,

fd'apiaemic- wast of Tadia from 1824 to 182852, flow-
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 which bad graduslly takem form from 1821-1824 were relaxed

. and the Hiddle Last collectively hesved a sigh of relief and

| that there was no more danger. More particulsrly, Teheran

.ﬂ , wigilance iv 1829 after six years of praventive measures

 prevent the ingress d the disease, and through this fissure

o entered the Cholera once agaio.

mic beginaing agein around Juggernaut (Puri) in 182453,

India toward Bombay in 1825 but sborted ito spread at

'+ 1826 found the disease rempant over all lower Bangal,
apsive transuission to Benares, far up the Cangesn, in

mber, Delhi and Agra iu north cemtral India veported an

was the diseasse around Calcutta that human sacrifice
2 the anger of the God of the Cameteries in comsequence
cagsation of this practicoﬁ?; it was reported that
85 bumans vere dying of the disease®®,
agein lost to the Cholera in 1827 amd, perhaps surprisingly,
400 miles to the west®?. The propagative spread of the
] mk. in this instance, a seeulngly devious, mountainous,
a%n. but 2 repert by a Lisutenant-Colonel of Sir

£ aome interasting data to beu'. In abstract: the
B ﬁ-:qtgpto:y, comerclal and pastoral people, proceeded

4a in three great divisions — the caravans, comprising
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aof 50,000 camels; they traveled iato India at the end of

;étng as fai as Hﬁxdwax<where they wiantered, returning to

é,nlml ‘and 'Harat.rvhere ‘they gpent the pummer; the route
»Jnneinut of cai:?aé‘ioﬁtes, being the same taken by Alexandey

%

Geughis Khan, aud the various Hohamedan couquerers of

, carried by these Afghan merchants and oéﬁets traveling with

' Herat, transmission further was markedly implemented by pilgrimes
a8 to and from Meshed, the ab—énliaﬁ'“ﬁoly City of‘?érﬁia“,‘ZGﬂl
A quoted report by Sir Jemses Comnolly states that for eight
ihbuynar all the roads to and from Meshed were thronged with
from India, Cabul, Afghanistan, Turkey, the Caucasus and the
BEis Black and Caspian Seas’t.” Xhcsing this. 1t 1% 8o suiprise

1829, Meshed, and subsequently Taheran, oace more with the

ration of the'gaugraphf involved readily dilbloses-tﬂgt
;preld of Cholera from Iﬁdié was possible via two prin§19a1
By sea, as it cinn‘ii 1821, and by the Kyber pass route
d in 1829, the Ky%er pass route belng thé‘only one taken
}iiudia by'gfﬁﬁgn of sny size, and the sea route being
‘ghortest distance bypassing thd mountaln range (transported,
i:in, by a large body éf'Ehglilb txbops), Once the major
,‘ﬁg.nonntnin ranges bordering India on the west was overcoue,
Y, éhelera throughout the Middle East in 1821-1823 and 1829-
‘ 1y quite ity

e e L T e e e e

SARSe ReANCT AT ol

|
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6 eVo directions, one west to Tehnr:n, the other morth to

: L: 1nto uhnt in now nouthern Rn301172 Pllgrimages to

ed at both these pointa. From here, north, the course
B However, it is recorded that the Khan of Khiva, ruler
éﬁ; roughly fﬁe Sgviet Soclallst Republic of Uzbek, embarked
n ieuth tuwaxd Persia but was eompalle& to tetraat because
?‘;;tSQOnk 1u his camp which "tvapt away a large portion of
Tha city af Ehiva, south of the Bea of Aral, was scon

‘- chclnrn and sometime later, Aralek, bordering on che

Sna of Aral, similarly. On August 26, 1829, Orenburg

had ite first case of Cholera’®, the disgnosis of which
iizhad until massive outbreeks scme two weeks later’d;

_ it reuained a wystery as to how it hsd entered, for
caxq;ans antered this eity, Ehurgis tribesmen who

p&iﬁary body of the caravan were apparently immune to

4 The first cases were among, tﬁe miliz#ry, of whom there
e-z\ X

nbuxﬁ‘in late 1829, the éhole:a, after many months of

I spread, marched rapidly westward toward Hovgorod, the
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§ & grost aid-summer fair .where 300,000 to $00,000 merchants
assembled; all of central Russis secn became afflicted’®.

: d through Russia is readlly explained when it 1a undar-

o the Russian settlements averything was thrown eut around
;wiag to the iunteuse cold and the great expense of traus-
aking water, the Russiave were 4n the habls of drinking the
the meited smow, frequéntly the sawe snew on which the Cholera
4'been: thrown, 79

¥ through the pass 6f Dariel and via boat from the isfected
1ly Rusels was caught in a kind of piscers novement, as
m, southern Russia fell prey to the diseaseB! which noved
‘snd characteristically along merchant routes: rivers,

S s vonde®2;

mide a determined effort to save itself by both quarsatines
‘eordons. The Emperor of Bussis, with wmedical advice,

he disease to be spread by persons and seiled clothiog enly,
8 assumption divided the ¢ity fato twenty warde, cach with
o+ @od provided dbarrvicades between sach ward to isolate
were it to enter>-,

| wilitary cordon was stationed about the city with troops
Y, All bridges were destroyed, and epproaching wagons,
hitoles seizad®®. The cordon was statiancd many wiles

@, from Teberas, the Cholera again spread to: Thilis (Tiflis)

its trip of seven years previous, eutered Russias, particularly
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from the city with orders to prevent amy person from passing.

8 digease was found to have penetrated the corden, the troops

ew and established new defense linea®3,

ectad persous were isolated; thelr clothing washed in chlorine

vinegar, and fumigated with burning sulpher. Phyaicians rinsed

and faces with vinegar and rinsed their wmouthe with it; they

ful not to swallow their saliva, and breathed through sponges

winagar. Throughout the htter part of August, the disease

cities surrounding Moscow on all sides but 1its ingress into

8 wot to be denied by militery cerdon or quarantine, and early
¥ cases broke out in all quarters of the city, alnust as

suntaneocus combustion. 30,000 f£lad the ¢ity and & reported

y oceurrestt,

eow in 1830, the disease wmoved slowly; relentleasly toward

h (Leningrad) and north toward Archangelay. 8t. Petersburgh,

‘gity of the Czars, was defended even more hegvily than

83 & triple cordon of treops statioumed about it and a year's

stone 1lsid 1n%”, but likewise to mo avail. 5t. Petersburgh,

b, and only surface wiélls as a ecurce for water, suffeved

ple, sixty years before FKoch's discoveries, placed the

B, but, hewsver, accused the government, doctors,

Jews of poisening then’’. 'Extensive rioting oceurred

ters were Lilled. On one occasion the inhabitants

it physicians and, tying them face to face with

pi the Cholera, threw them into the common burial

} reported 10,000 byroke the protective cordon and
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alves over the country carrzying the dinewse with thEmgzo
. & Busaian province, unfortunately chose 1830 &5 a vear

B R
e .-

ction, an&, from the infectéd ﬁuasian proviﬁcas. 1nrge bodies

i

f:ﬁ:;"E gent to put dowm the rebellion., The Poles, defeating
. g on several untimely cccasions, overran their infected eamp-
tracted the disease, and were heaﬁen back to YWarsaw, thus in-
;?ﬂﬁiauhse'into diverse parts of Polandga.- Virtually the

tﬂ the Prussian and Austrian armies were doployed along the

n choleric diarrhea. The coup-de~tat to the whole fiasco

cted Polish arsles were permitiad to cross Prusslen and

"-f.nf the outbreak in'Englundgﬁ, though it 1s doubtfal

ol Ly 4 ‘ 34 1 - 4 4 . "
4ins tal in infecting the Euglish for the first

P e 1 - . .
T8 not reperted until October, 1831,
tﬁi disease éppeu:ed in Bcrliugy. causing in three mouths'

i;sf d;nthﬂ. Vienna, greatly frigihtenad by the epldeaices

. I ARAL d
g and Bungary, surrounded thelr entire city with &

'3hb¢t prevent the eacroachnent of the disease, wilch
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;,Ikiilqd 193&?8' In Vienna it 1s noted to hasu killed many

per classes, an 1tnm which evaksﬂ still greater terror among

'?.K One hilturian obSEtvnﬁ ”1t reached Loadon, the largest city
1te& by paatilanca hut vary unaxpectcdly 1ts ravages in this

ﬁlbylun were very 1ncannidﬂrmb1e'101. In Harch, Parie, Dublin

rted with desths amounting to 5,541°9%,

-.favntinhly auparstiticus Itish”baasantry sought protection by

“turf of seven neighbors whose homes had not previously bean
tﬁﬁ. The delusion was spread over Ehe coﬁnttysi&e and 88 the
flﬁt 1no¢ulat§d héﬁsésxgrew. 1t.bacnmz“ne¢essary for the people
el ccusiderable distences. The military was finally summoned
ihthe-paoyle ap the orﬁy sent thousands scurrying as far as

y ;£i¥s over the CDuﬁtrynide éankiug untouuhed hauaealn3.

B wis one of tho:a locntiona with the highest norbidity aud
o Hithin eiahtaan days follawtng iﬂvaaion suppoaeuly 7N DBO

Turmoll of eluwost rebellious proportisus prevalled., A report

R s === a —
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day drags on, paople run to and fre...Tha city towards

or elaven 1s quite deserted, exeept in the very centre

. the agitated crowds continually assewble ia grect num—
'R‘-‘,‘-’;I'.Oal'l uIt iﬂ mpasi‘.ﬁ?le'm ]-Dﬂgﬂl’ to donbt thﬁt e

- 18 an organized band in Paris who poleen the wine,

. and the water throughout the eity. The citizens...

&udly sgainst so inferanl a comsgitaeyfl 4

f;nfect of Police, worked to suppress the pestilence by for-
bage, dirt and rubbish be@ng thrown 1in tha streets as usual,
pickers rebelled, ralsed barricades and fired on the :roppalas.
pups blamed the govervaent for propagating the disease, others

ians and mpothacarigs, both of whom were frequently assaulted,

i3

suncd apocgyphal and moralistic proportions; one report records

of 1200 preostitutes of a group of 1300 "of these miserable

ros” living on the Rue de 1g Hat;allerielﬂs.

'ﬂgﬁ; remarksble epidemiological study was dune by Dr. Marey, who
?ul;'! later, in 1884, the brochure "Les Faux Lentanivees et la

'H; nated on a Paris map tﬁa location of every house where Cholara
- occurred and noted thet the lefr bank of the Seine had relatively
- €ompared to the heavily infected right bank, the latter of which
with ita yater vis the Canal de L'Oureq, a heavily commerced

by the ﬁraah of the market boats and wumerous sewerst®’, Koch's
;;icipﬂted in part but few pald particular intersst to water
blens, preferring to work over age, sex, inebriety, raisfall,

'.in& barosetey statistics, |

14 forgatten facat of spread in 1531 was from the lHohammedan
.ﬁaccalos, supposedly infected by sea from Indie in that sawe

me of thousands of pllgrima visited the shriune yearly and in 1831,

o
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.diqd of the Cholara, includiug the governors of beth
m seapott, Jsdqo. Returning p!.lgtm spread
m Hiddle Last, to Suez and Caire, the port city of
_pgg!hcut the countries of Persia (Iran), Syrie, Saudi-

_ j;nto Tt;ri;eyllﬁ. Constantinople (lustanbul) aud Suyrma
; £IdIh1gh worbldity rgtas; the method of disease spread
ttnaiul & bit vague, perhaps via overland routes uith
gﬂ!hapl via ship from Alnxandria . However, the spread,
that southern Europe was infected at about the same
og:un_iarasion from Bussia aud from Turkey.

M from the widely, though not heavily ianfected Lngland,
jig%fgs;l#g was at a peak in 1832 as thousands sought to flee
;?E;bgﬂguting to the New World, From Limerici. Ireland, the
fﬁ%gig_ég:ivad &t Grosse islsnd, the quarantine statiom for
4}1 28, 1632, with 17¢ emigranta, 29 of whom died cp
lera. Og ¥ay 28, the Elizabeth fyom Dublin cawe 1in with
re ln§ tuwenty :ﬂported deaths. June 3, the Carrick from

ed with 145 emigrants aud 42 deathe. Quarantine was a

ITged to 50 to Guebec or upriver to Hnntteslllz. Sdgnifi-

: first two weeks of June the time of the outbreak at




: -aﬁﬁég it is the particular reaction of this city to the
hall rather susmarily conclude the dissertatien ou the
ad subsequent to this pariod for it had little bearing
; oWn responses aﬁd preparations,
¢ City had its first cases on June 25, the transmission
gbe to this site haviag remsinad a great mjntery. Edrund
“history. presumes thnet infected shipe from the British
at Mew York at about the time they landed at Quebec, a
position, but that health authorities treated the sick
JA';fha Staten Island quarantine station while Qanding the
.ﬁl3htly well to the city or up the Norkh River, thus con-
‘true entry of the dise&sells, a puraly deductive guess.
. ' 1ts origin, the seaport citles of Hewport, Boston, Wewark,
‘Baltimore, Washington, Charleston and lesser ports all

past wvere infaected by the end of August. supposedly from

:Ihanishﬁezico and Cuba by 1833116,

lude the story of the epidemic as it prevailed inm Europe:
eport, London, left Eagland on Christmas Day, 1832, for
ng with 1t cases of the disesse, and soon Cholera swept

from HMadrid to Barcelone !,
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o Kiep amd Canves. Is 1834, Vemice and Triewte

dn its-worbidity and mortality zanks with the

hi tpidemics recorded. The nuwber who actually died can

7-‘2xighheaiug. *uch of this, of course, was known
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ok teucot mm tw m:wu A hoie Biit i gty

_'mwmummwnmmmm
5 wmu«mu ﬁ,m w!.tnmmu

ftitute, and the Athsnseum, besides a erowd of well-furnished
2 or stoves, and ebout a dozen £lour _tl.ll_l"-z lotters and

1. . .and comstrucied of nore &arnblg matariale, than is
ally the case in Amevics.

w?h """:f':&‘éﬁ’ ARy R 8 dhpested

' lsaiiton rensrked od the contrast bo-

R the wore settied countryside and ssall villages, ¢.g.,
atgun, and the willtoun on the Geneses. Tamifton fur-

SNE il ges the falls of the Oeneses. The hefght of tha upper-
h&t is considerable...and the water rushes over it grace-.."




as

ab trovalors wers disburbed by the wooden buildings;
m_: : R :
3 ...wmumammgmmmumw
' be expectady and a woodem town, (a8 it fa principally),
~ bowever besutifully painted, hmtuuuylmme&
:Eu- ov brick; .. besasing mste Liproved overy day...™
: mmumwuukimu
teeple: -'g‘but the atispe wera got @il 1A the strests, elaimed
p: Wawammemameummu
R “mmm a8 : wmf‘x"wMatm
3 WW#NG&?MM%&&!M!MW
= ﬁhmwm
'_-_mw:m.m-phyMﬁmupmu
 durd mﬂw uumuﬁ@mmpm.
'_.’-&'mty ity of Md's
2 ‘Mmmmmmwm
__-qwmmmm*amm
ﬂwmwuummwmmmm.
' »guwwmmwwm At aby rete,

'ﬂwm ﬂmlﬁn h a tmr mutm*&q towm, in
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of the last stops fer provisicns for wastward migrants,
hers wess two banks, o dosen Jawyers apd upwards of
8, and, owing to the canal, a goodly pusber of tran-

and pouthfulssas which could not be stifled ny
o, maturs] chars wes 1ndicated in an artiels in the Qen
i 16, 1830, here reeorded by MuEalveys

mimmwhmmtuagtmmmw
bsarvant citizea...who stationed himself In the ebsere

Xy a-rmmnwummmmm-
::mm. The ‘venders of cotables' and the *milk-

$ cart’ firet appeared quickiy followed by 'an heterss

s mess of men, all weading their way to market®.
mmm-aam-mmwmm;mm
mmmmm m:mhm

lilﬂ o Mttmnmludmemkm

.'MI W th W.ti m ﬂtl, aPPl“; Mﬂtﬂﬂ,

Bter, chosse end everything that we poor epuld not

iva without®. mm::lﬁ;:‘mm of ‘barter afuhb

» buying and iing' appoared gseveral be-

it ‘tornidable bead ploces and popish sleeves’,

was the fashionsble hour for a proomguade. 'Tha

et pog g edllios Dol

ang ve brin : en masse,

-tglwéhmr‘ Abgut ome, 'ihe merchonts and gen-
prefesnion wers seen with a hurried step’

" mmzdmmﬂmrmu-um

A balf gmoked commased tha business

‘with a1l the 2es1 imaginable'. A few baggars

o m. m h‘“} #rhslﬂ w’ y Qi

.mdb glowes®, skrolled to dine in eor-

h the mtmmu‘ The bours rma:hru to
were £illed with 'nolse and confusion, bustle and busi-
ladies, dandics, gemtlemsn, children, dogs , hnrnn,
8y wagons, tyucka, stages...kepp alive the strests.',..™
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#° '“Ar five the farmers began to leave snd the school children
. case bounding along the stroets. At six everybedy hasstened

©  £0 supper <~ except those who were impatiently waiting for

‘the postman to soxt the mail. The author of ‘3 Day :I.a the
Eﬁuﬂatbry eagerly joined the lattsr grous.

‘Housebuilafng had bepun to keep pace with population growth.

oh dome of the more fortunczte boasted Frauklin stoves 1o 1832,
B average workingman was getting along with four roome and a drafty
Yace, The prominent Mr. Schermerhorn discussed with his vife,
‘fetter, his dilemma over the purchase of a fine eight-room house,
her that she need not bring a pisigo from the East, aince oane
T T

"Of course, the "naceﬁruary“ was part of every estete. The water
supplied ehiefly through private wells. The town officials had
fly sdopted responsibtlity for cleaning both. There was pledty of
M spaca. In addition, “The town averaged slightly wmore than oie
hd twe pigs to each bouschotd 1L,

':' “The problems of transient peopulution and & lack of finadces

‘4t virtually impossible te maintdin an adequate public school

tem. Thave were several private schools, largely church sponsoyed:

. ‘The ERochsester Institite, iu line with a vefoww popular at the
. Eime (i.e., education of poor boys) functionéd for nearly two
years with success untll a sudden drop ia the price of barrels,
which the boys turned out. . .deprived the school ui‘ %ta major

-!nm bringing the exparivent te an untimely end. t '

Adult education was c¢arried on ia tl‘m Franklin Inutituta ang
£ -'-aﬂachumr Athanammu*‘i'{', Yenbers met in a hall in the Reynolds

: '; through dues payments and state support, a sizeablec library
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gas bullt up. The progressive nature of Rochestar's public education
-niina itself felt in 1832. |
: wBtrohg religious elsments in the villase found easy accese to the
s through the n&utpépers. which numbered siz. There ﬁﬁa a latgu
tarian following, aud in additfon, enough other devout churchuen
Ade fertile ground for revivelists such ss Charles €. Finney.
s" were popular, moct situations, 6.3., the Cholera epidemic, vere
yreted to provide moral lesaions. This process became ratber

8, and {n Harch, 1832, Obediah Dogberry, editor of the new Libaral
?1,'¢ricd”£¢t “ﬁhgﬁefahéa'in 311 £5&@@§, including qyinibns”,
;h§ fbumﬁ'sad1y lacking In the "gospel hardened” villagels,
Auong other things, the churches frowned on lelsure time. Tt scenms
the task of maflntaising the family consumed the emergles and
5 of thé_adgltﬂ: there was 1ittle call for orgonized recreation.
sriing dey was long (uot until 1833 did the cerpenters begin
tating to have their day cut down to tem noura®),  Such events as
qpqmiqg of the canal io the spring offered diveralon:
 "We were present when the water wes let into the Canal, . ..
" hundreds had bees waiting for the evest. There were in
-iw #cores, hoatmen with thelr paluted hats and everlasting

" coat®, marching to and fro, making comments upon the canal,
ete. There were, also, tha impudent drivers with hats
‘turned up before, aund whips "tip'd with plenty of silk', . .
There ware proups of second haod captains . , . that seemed all
interested in the flling up of 'the big ditch', We could
 see that caany a rusty bugle had besn brightened up fnr the, .. - --
. coming B@Es0M . . ., The dealers in 'small wares', that
_linn the ganal in the ewwser season were all in =otion, brighten-
ing up their cook-rooms, and ‘buying up a stack’. Among this

glass, & varlety of beps and Lottles mede glad the hearts of
the wanton and {nvetorate. +/
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ter ontertalnment was 30 disdained that Roclicater was dot
pad step mt this time; the enimal circus pagssed the wmoral

8 carried on yesr found. Velcows wers the less sophisticated
‘axcursions. The holiday crowds traveled by liorse car to
arthage (on & utifque one track rafilroad) md by carrlage to
Avon Spriuge. Lake boats enjoyed grest popularity. Amy H.

y has drawn on the socipl lives of other cormunitics to sketch

iny Rochestar by othor commmitieés one may assume, in

of detailed record, that the early festivities for the

s took the form of tga pavties, ., .bees. . . Church

als, singing societies, informal sguare dancas, . .

véd Lo bring the men and women of the communiry together,
for the men alone, there were the practice ailghkts of
‘bead, the meetings aud drills of the flock of military
nies and fire enmpacies which sprang up, and those public
re ot the Msnsion House, the Zaglo Hotel and Rochsster
vhaere fourth of July celebrations and other patriotic
aslona became an opportunity for 1enst¥g ten course dincers
hed dowm wicth funuserable toasts. . .o

ions such as the Hocinester Female Charitable Society, which
n founded {u early Rochester, provided am sutlet for those

téﬁho liked their "social life with a larpe mixture of huranitarian

& fortunate fev ventured south &s €ar as Florida on vacatlon trips.

o

sec the line rather distinctly drawn bhetwsen socisl classes,
dnevitable following the rvecent prosperity of the twenties, 1In
the social phase of life in Rochester vas shift1n§ frow the "ploneer

to the "'Third Yard ara®.
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g The comuunity which an:;,cipatgd the coming of the Cheolers wss a
tmz‘t\_l, her village gwammgt.irqu“gh_t witn the difficulties of
anémfmmt znggg;ong by rapld 5prth. _ Fu_rthar.
ﬁngular stqpa;n_r. on tﬁp vagtﬂ&r&} tﬁk, ami cnﬁu_qumtly

extremely high percentage of ber populstion was tranmient.

_*l‘as-" barely adequate; the citizens wore plagued by f1titeracy,
: c fires and foul odm In 1817, at the mtbrunk of the
1n Inita, thers was & scast 600 population; in the time that
ook for thls -t‘de:itical.efpi'dmié to reach the Genesee, Rochester

1plded her citizeas and her ausuptibilit; by twenty.
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The year 1832 found the United States, with oo iaminent wars of
passquence, enjoylng the growlag patas of sdclascence. The country,
"'f§§¢kaﬂﬁ sad Calhoun, wes an enormous boom town, expsnding rapidly
. Pﬁ@ﬁlﬂ;ﬁen. territory, amd ynalih._]?;bﬁiégs ﬁﬁt&.ﬂany, but elmoat
desly pational. The Iudisus in Illinols plagued tue western wigrants
istently and had yone so far, by one rumer, as to have sassacred the
eity of Chiugnl. The Hortn and the South were erbroiled in a
ter teriff controversy and restive South Carolinians threatenad to

y acts of Cougreg@s. With an eye to the national debt, one groupP
tioned Coungress to rescind postsge on all lettors as soon as it was
Mid, - And newspapers featured such miscellaneous trivia as the report

;'57;805 sarpent. seen off the capes of YiZSiﬂil;, and stories of the

. d Biamege twin brothers eppeariug in pmruon“a. But far across the
), there wau an epidemic.

Bince 1830 the epidemic had been creating havoc ss it ralentlessly

,wfieét through Lurepe, but fyem the New World's vantage point, it was

'j1=$g 1qtﬁrtstin5. worthy of a few lines of news five weeks old aud em
sional graphic article by an often sensationalistic globe-trotter --
{uly no moxe. The ocean was broad, snd the supposed Chiolera-carrying

ds, a4s everyone kmew, blew from west to east across the protective

A security aud f&clm of suparction frowm the 01d Werld prevalled,

t axenplified 1o a epeech to tie Sepate by Semator Tayewell:

H ARSI PN
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W "The Cholera has not yet appeared within our tarritery, aud

~ there is styong reason to believe that it will not appear un-

" less broupght heve by euigriits from Euvope. It is & pesti-

. lence which belongs to the mode of life to which the poorer

. classes of pesple in the old wordd ave habitated, and it

.~ could aot prevail hevs till our population is reguced to
 the same conditdon of wretchedness and poverty.

" Pew ties existad betwaen those in the Mow World snd Zastérn

Burope, for Old World roots For both Asericans end Cavadieis lay

igrily in Western Hurope.

I 1o late 1831, the épidenic moved rapldly sevoss Gerseny to Pnglaad,
né assumed a'éiffevent aspecr:  The "01d World™ had suceombed to the

B lera, sud this wes' definitely more newsworthy. Reporta became movre

\plentiful and the terrer 6f the cpldemic more teal. The Liberal Advocate

printed thie quotation from the London Quarterly Review:

0 'e have witnesaed lu our days the birth of a new pestilence,
‘] wihich in the short space of 14 years has desolated the falrest
5 " gortion of our glebe, and swopt off at least 50 million of our
I vace. It has nmastered every variety of climsate, surmounted

ewery natural barrdor, and conquared eévery people. It has not
blasted life and then passed away; the Cholsra, like the amallpox,
' or plague, takes Yoot i the soil which it ohce pozsessed......
- the approach of u‘gch 2 pestilence has struck dacpest terror iate
" evary comaumity.’

“ " With ‘the Cholera spreading venldly over the British Tsles, the
5 York Board of Nealtli enuilobsly petfticnad Congress in Mareh 1632
o Eppoint a Comatsefon of Trquiry, The pecition vas, hodever, dsclined

"__\_htéhii:ﬁdi'y , but om the grounds that all the importsnc European

‘powers had appointed ‘commidsions, and nothing vore was to be galaed

 With au Averican Doard of Inquiny®, . b 1
' i :

E 3
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Cmada experiedced greater alara. In April the Covérnor of
Py ‘Caniada issued & proclsmation for 2 "fast with prayer to avert
‘scourge ‘of ‘shckness which riow threatons the country™ . The banls
‘Caneda’'s alémm wae founded on the Lnowledge that the route of
1sh ‘endgrants was ‘chfefly through Quebec and Montreal te the
B, ead what with ‘the Cholera sweéping the Paglish cewmfryside,
s maaber of emigramts 4n 1837 had {ncressed enoraously. The
setle Chronicle (England) states, "Bmigratfon from all parts of
Pnited Kingdom appears to be going on at a fearful rate,"?
o believe more paople have quitted Elginshire for America, tils
ng, thah diring the last ten years."™® A Montreal paper of late
notes. "“Our port and rviver are alive with ships, sailors, and
grants. We should not be surprised if st least 100,000 irmdgramta
wa'fhib—jﬁ:x.ﬂll 2
ﬁﬁcartain abuut the digease and not trusting the widely-accepted
oy of nhunapheric propagation of ﬁholara, quarnntinn of sorts was
Bt l.ixhcd at Quabac and Moutreal sometime in April for all iucoming

ﬁ. As previcusly moted, the guarantine consisted only of

E?nu of those ﬁgﬁcanggxﬁvwhn were 111, with release of all othera

debark as they chose. Though ome report contends that the first

7 13 report from the Montreal Board of Health states that 20 ships
arrived at the Quebec and Hontreal quarantine grounds withoul cuses

nlera on huﬂrdu'.

s arrived from Limerick, Irelsnd, aboard the Constantia on April 2.813.

iy g5 i o B s -t e g b
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- ‘Despite the loose quarsntine arrasgement, it wee, to some degrse,
ctual, for ic was to be observed that certain ships on which

leza bqua out turned back rsr.har than procead to c;uqla. mmasibly
s6 /0f .the. qmmcml-" '

Thouglisboth tha: Comatantia and the Ellraeth (£rom Dublin, i:ay' 28)

' putedly in leter reports nad carried the Ghelere te Quebeeci®, the

on ﬁaturdey, June 16, a letter dated June 11 arvived by boat from

trasl in the v:.llaga nf Ruchester just in time to be printed in the
g B.nchont.et Bo.ilx Advarciur. w:lthout t;;lme appmntly. for
'mahmnt or e.aiturial cumnf.- ' -

‘Ha éoubt. now rawains tnut ‘the Indian Spasmodic Cholera is

.reging in the city of Quebec. Fifteen cases and seven

deaths bad occurred when the Eail left. Our Board eof health
are this moment assembling, ™’

03 Mowy-, g woTa drmm pmomcmt éu nade with appmpriat_a
mpany Lig Mi" Anes -

Mdm hwe w cmxmicatad news of deeper interest than is
esbodied in this.....psper. The pestilence so fatal to life

tn Asia and Europe is aow on oux shores, and uay ere loug be
desolating our homes., Its propress through Quebec and Montreanl
.-forbids the suppositicn that we shall be long exempt, The
lnbicon is passed -- tho barrler interposed by the Atlantic is
Jtroyes -~ and can it be believed gthat the HYSTERIOUS SCOURCE
ich has swept like the Siroc over two continents and traversed
40 ocean, can bs stayed ia its desolating career till messurably
31ut:au in the Hew \-?orld?

, "It is prupm that r.he peonle mhould be early put upon their

~ guard -~ thst the sanitary precautions whichi resson dictates
may be ecarly and efficiently taken. Temperance in all thinge,
gleanliness, exarciee, and last butaoot least, chgerfulness, are

e e,

apong the precautions which allisliould use.”
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| As if to further scmulnm the citizenry, the following articles
re_slvo_published .

5 2.2l

¥row the Qugbec Gazette of June 11: "On board the Steam Boat
on which our infoymant started for Mentreal, ome death ocourred
. before she hft the wharf; fouxr persouvs were attacked soon
u!‘tcr -tw got mdemuy, cne person died and was throwm overboard

-,.-R"*!l

From Montreal, Jume 13; "The cases are numergus and deaths
" are aluost &b mumerous s cases, At least fifty euu “had
5.] oceurred at Montreal neerly all of which were fa
From Albany, June 15:  "Bmigrsante in great nunbcu, who landed
at Quebec from infected ships, are emong us! Passengers who
‘were surrounded with its ias and desd vigtias,..passed.
l:hraugh the City thla worning.”

m inithl pronmnment was enough motivatiou, however.
y tm&ua the elders of the village called a "hasty” meeting
oY “ti;;'ongad"' the Courthouse ''to consider the eritricsl comditiom

thnpubl:}.c health”, Prefatory mmrks:'uublinhed the meeting's

= "The great intercourse of Rochester with Canada, etc. with
_ the strangs chayacter of the pestilence, forbids the hope
that we should be long freed from the scourge unless the
. . wost vigorous policy is imstituted and maintalned”, aad 1t
~ was suggested that “instantaneous measures (be adopl:od) for
_removing all suigences, -cleansing streets, purifying alleys,

‘sinks, etc.”

Mrﬁl Gould, U.S. internal remua collector, addad that two
s had just veturned to Rochester from Cansdien ports, uho,'

ag the inhabitents flying in all directioms, returncd without
ght. " And it was noted that a atagiﬁut had tm off about

D passengers from mear Prescott to be landed along the lake shorve.

al
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Ceneral Mathews emphasized, “that, if tae Corporation bad no:

adaquate autbority, tuls was omc of those extraordinary cases wherein
| the people should promptly tske pover o thelr ows hands”, ia chen
presented a petitien to be submitted to t:ha lagislature which would
iacrease the authority of the Corporation in such cases and which

L autborized the”iqpiitiun of & tax onthe village to meet the expenses
- which might be incurred in preparing a hq_m_pitaln.

Quite nii‘dentlir, the temor of the meetfng was atything but

4 mlacancy. Bafore i.hay ndjoumeo. they appointed a coamittee of
:,_.'gight: ‘for the purpose of .ﬁrmdng up csrtain molutim

General Mathevs' su;;gul:ion that th.i.s vas an "nxtrnordina:y
'M“ vharein the peopla could take power :I.nto thair own hands, wag
;:af:ted on only too soon. On Wednaaday morning the Board recommendad

_f -'tﬁat a "Committee of I.nspectio; * examine vhat measures m!.ghi: be adopted
B Yoncve the sisince. 1o the Wutldtng wnd yards called Love's Build-

- gy

4 'ing.s at tha corner of Euffalo aud Saphia Streets". The Dai 1y Advertisaer
adds, "'zh:u aftetnoon the block of Bulldfugs kucwn as Love's bloeck

- was partially dall:toyed by fire’. At 5:00 the has:ily asseumbled Soard
_ t)f Health pamud a mmlutiou "Resolved that this Board 9111 use all
Iagnl and Fmpor @easure to prevent the :lntruduct:!on of Asiatic Cholera
..-_ 11: this village, but idmlly diaclnim all violent or illegal mesgure, 22
m was rospeusible ‘fﬂ_l' tids m:t: of arson was mever indicated. Most

\ clegrly it indicates that the villanats iegnciaditiio aparonahi ot the

" Cholera with anything but passive equanimity.
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The appointed committee of eight promptly returned the following
ragolutions (in sbstract):

1) That a Board of Health comnsisting of 16 persons be appointed.
2} That the Board be suthorized to employ assistance.
3) That the necessary expenses be defrayed by village tax.
4) That the following specific messures be included:
a) Effectual cleansiog :
b} A rigid gquarantice on all the svenues to the village
¢) ' The publication sud circulation of health regulatiocas,
the proper measuyes to be pursued mnd the medicines
to be provided in cases o sudien attacks, before
medical advice can be procured.
d) The official reporting of the Bosrd from time to time.’’

lochaitnt'n- firet parmaneat Board of gaalchﬁ,ZS’ was duly
eppointed with Dr, Machm 3rovm, Jr., Presideat.
The eminent Dr, 2rown, & former Nev Englander and resident since-
181226 was oue of the town's lcading citizens, having beeu president
of the villaga tzustees for six years {1320_-1823)27 end an active
| practicing physicisn aad member of the Honroe Covuty Medical Society’'.
0f the remaining meumbers, pmbiﬁly only Levi Ward, Jr. had a medical
| backgrowsd, wiile the others vers village husinessuen,
| 'i:he proper hulth repulations and “medicines to be provided” for
the Cholera wers initially drawn from a report issued by the Edinburgh
. Beard?l. Since this was apparcutly the foundation for the city's
. approach to the Cholera, the report is quotsd in a condemsed, but still
1 - axtensive form: _
| “}. The Board are satisfied thet the disesse may arise
spontaucounly from hidden causes, and that it may
aleo become contaglous in circumatances not yet
ascertained..,.but.,..vhen it does become coutaglous,
the risk of spresding in that sanper is very much

diminished 1f duc atteation is pald to cleanliness
aud sobriety.
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"2s ...the most essential precsutien for cscaping the disease
is sobriety, In llke menmer,..perscual tleanlinega—«
vent{lation of dwelling houses—-warm clothing—rzegularity
of nlsup—-kaapm..uithin doors at gight--taking food be-
fore going out iu the morming.

"3. ..Severel hospitals should be gppned over the city;”

“4. ..To prevent the posaibility of delay, eapeclally in
the dead of night, wien the disease 13 very apt to
bagin, the Board recommended families to provide the
following:

a. Mizrures Sulfuric etder and aromatic spirit of
hartsbogn, of each 1/2 ocunce, compound
tinctura of ciunzmon, one ounce. Mix

e - end cork up m!ul;ly

b, Lagggggg_aa ounce in readiness.

e, Fiilas Opiua 24 grains; csmphlor one drachm,

spirit of wine and comserve of roses encugh

to make & mass of proper consistency;

divide inte 24 pills,

d. Ciysterg Laudanum one ounce; tincture of assa-
~ foetida two ounces: before using, nuix
thyee tesspoenfuls with a wine glassful
of this starch. :
e, Mustard Mustapd to be applied to porridge poultices.
f. Hot Aly g a hot aix bath of simple construction
wade by aay carpenter.
"5, Bend directly for medical aid.

“Give a teaspoonful of ﬁixturu ﬂa. 1 with 60 drops of lsudaaum

ia half s wiang glassful of cold watex, - Follow with a tablespoon-
fuliof wars spirits and water or atrengly epiced wine. Repeat

two teaspoonfuyls with 30 drope of laudeuum in 1/2 hour if first
dose fails to relieve. If the nixture be vomited, give two pills,
Ho. 3, and repeat in 1/2 hour if the first two fail to rolieve or
be vomited. The clysters, No. 4, should be resorted to alse from
the first, and vepeated omce if nat retained. Hot aiy bath or
dry heat over the whole body ashiould be resorted to from the first.
_ The pustard poultices should, es scon as possible, be applicd over
the belly aud om the soles and eslves.

"By the time thege megsures have been put in force, opportunity
will have been given for securing medical advice. Blood lettinug,
vhen resorted to withia the first, second or third nour from the
tommencameut of the attack, has been gensrally fouad useful.”
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As may be readily seen, beavy vallence was placed on oplum
(both 1o the pills aud &s laudanun), which, a8 we know, agts both to
relieve the paln attendant with the Cholera, and te reduce Lo soee
degres the marked hyporsotility attendiag the Cholera infection.
The mustard poulticea had sowme ratfionale in serving as a courier
irritant to the distressing intestinsl pains and the muscle spasas
in the extrenities, Tha use of heat appliad to the exterior of the
body was dona, thamt;_ully, to reestablish body howeostasis, to
worn the skin acd extremeties which were, of course, cold from a com-
peasating vagoconstriction, a_ftgn from shock, It is dubiocus 1f this
last plece of thexapy did much for the patient while the verious remain-
12z herbs, wines, etc., served little pore than as a vehicle. The
blood letting was, of course, the province of the doctor aud enly
Midnnt.allj referred to, though in vromionent use as a therapeutic
megsure throughout the world. There were a few who recognized it to be

deletarious to the patient‘u

. but they were in the minority end in con-
flict with all the best medical practitioners and toachars. Ou the
whole, with the axception of the blood letting, the therapy ns we see
it today was maﬁtuﬁy luapettivg,- providing ayagt@gk tﬁllef but
probably Baving litele affect upon tho digeass. If the fhcria-: of
blood letting be added, it is quite safe to say that the patient, in the
long run, was better off withicut the doctors. _

In the succeeding praparation, the Board of Health on the 19th

drew up the following provisions:




:il L]

2.

3.

That a quantity of lime be procurad and deposited

in sach ward for the gratultous uae of the citizens.

That a Cpmmittes of Inspection, two from sach ward, be

appnin_tud for the purpose of ascertaining, discovering,

aud resoving nulsancas.

That a coumittee be appointed to nke aa abat:mc.t of the

nzdinanm on the subject of nuisances.”

Thnt a coumittee be appointed to iastitute quarantine
ytions,

Thst a comulttee be @pcinted to consider the proprietary

of eatabmhing hmp!,zals

That a 3ocard of Physicians be uppq:lntad to re:po:l: to

the Board of Health daily re: the health of the ctry,”33

The ordinances rolated to nu.!.unm were prasentad and evidently
thought to be guite 'wiatd,_ for Hflth:!.n the weck the Aoard had
assemblod 3 fairly gxtsaq&va list to be appended. The original Hst
was felt to be arill applicable 4s 1t stood except the last cited
ordinance which tmbm the villagers fm aligwing thelr pigs to run
at lerge in the nixenu Tuls, far rmons peculiar to the day aud the
pige, they reu-.:.ndnd. ;

Abstract of Huiam ﬁay 13, 1526: T 18

The owner or occupmnt of any lot ox bullding remove
any chips, stonas, barrels, and other casks, lusmber,
wood, strav, manure, or rubbish of any k:l.mi, from the
sidewalks, or from the street...opposite auch lot or
dwelling, to the center of the street...a fine of ten
dollaras 13 imposed for neglect.
.«.penglty of ane dollar on every occupant of any
building who shall meglect to clear off and swaep Che
aidewalk gpposite such bullding, every Saturday during
the susmer season.
+eepenaity of two dollars on avary parson whe shall
throw, ,outo any...street, any suds, slops of filthy
water or any urine, or.s.peruit the same to pams through
any sink ot spoud into such sidewalk...or shall throw...
any spoiled meat, or fish, or any other offensive sub-
atnnm onto such sidewnlk, street. lane or alley,'3%

e
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July 1, 1826:

“1. ..the ewner or pccupant of every lot...is required te
bave. ..n secessary vith g vault at least six feet deep,
well stoned under the sawe, ...penalty of 25 dollaxs
for violation.

2, The occupant of every lot, shall cause cue peck of lime
to be emptied into the vault of such necessary once in
each month...penalty of five dellars.

3. A well covered drain is required from the sink spout
of every house to convey the wash of the house to sows..
. +prOper mewer...penalty of twe dollars,

4. Pemalty of two dollars on every person who shall suffer
any lt'ns::;)t. water to stand on any lot in the village,

: 5., Panalty five dollaxs on every person who shall
thxow,..auy dead animal, putrid mest, fish, or any
other pffensive substance into smy river, canal, canal
basin, wi}f race, aqueduct or sewer.

6. Every pexson occupying any cellar...is required to
dratn same of all stsudiog weter, and clean it of all
rotten or decayed vegatables and sll other offensive
or putrid substance. .,penalty of five dollars.

7. Bo persou is ptmitud tokwanyhoginlpmarylrd
in such manner ss to incormode eny person residing uear
thereto, by resson of the smell or stench arising there-
from, ,,penalty of two dollars a day.

8. o person is permitted to suffer any hog to run at large
in the street...penalty of 50 cents. Any persou is
suthorized to drive any hog to pound which 1s found
rusning at large —- the owmer ghall psy 25 cents for such
hog 8o empounded emd six cents a day for keepiung.'

The nuisauces, as n,ny be seen, were primarily almed at keeping

the city phyaiully elun The ''necessiary’’, an outhauna in 1832
parlaoce, was vequisite to avery abode. Comsidering the epidemiological
factors, it is to be moted that the necessaries were each separate,
with commou sewer dreimage or direct drainage into the river.

. The emphasis in the new list of nuisuace ordinsuces wam basad

¢u g desire to cut down the suspect "noxious effluvia’ by the use

of ldme (see latexr). (The gew ordinauces were, in part, repetitions

of previously cited ordinsnces which are hepe deleted.)
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‘1. . The cwuers or occupants of ell cellaps naving tharein

any putrid or offensive vegatables, or other natter or
_ maxd which has become oifensive fyowm lylng iu such cellar
‘shall cause the same to be i{mmedistely cleamed cut and

E the matexials vemoved, burled, ...or mixed with lime.

2. The owners or occupants of all back houses aud privies
widch siall from their situation be offeasive to small
and which shall have vaulta under them shall put inte
«»them from time to time, a sufficient quanti.ty of J.iae
to destroy all noxious effluvia.

3...1o all eases...(vhere) the filth umder the (pxivy) shall
rise to the top of the earth, the owner or occupant shall
forthwith cause the said h:mkhqusa or privy te be moved
and placed over a mew “vault.

.4, All streets....shall be immedintely cleansed from filih,..
and 1f :ha jaame...ba' offensive shall sprinklé fresn 1liwe

5. Every owner.,.of every stable...shall cause without
delay, the masure and deposits from the same to be re-
moved without the village...aud shall aprinkle fresh
liiil ﬂbﬂ‘mt

Gy Omn.s..h;viw any d;ain or sink.,.uhich shall have

 becous ot'fanngu. shall forthwith cause the same o
be cleaused,

'rtm the city had an effluvious amp!;{e'm all its own 18 pointed

out by "a c.it:l.un" in a letter to the | Daily hnvogtikar of June 21:
Yy
‘fhere are a gmat agoy nuisaam :Ln our dliage that require
imsmdiste attention. There is hardly s cellar i the village,
that 1is not in a very unhealthy atate; "and cieterns, wells,
rednks; ete., are vexry gemerally in the sane cundit.mn The
Canal basins are filled with every kind of putrid and noxious sub-
. stance, #and sead forth upon a warn day, the most uowholesome ax-—
halations, There are masny old, deserted buildg.?ga that are com-
moa receptscles for filth snd excrement.,....

v . The Board itself uaderlines this: 'The Doard are now making a
xigid exapiration of the premises in the village, smd are surprised
A ok the esount of -filth which they have diucmrad."” Despite the

many ordinsucges, there wexe, according to record, only tea prosecutad.

Suits were brought sgainat & house ocwned by Charlea Logan on Kent Stmet3a

-
2
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" against a squsre at ¥ill, Etate, Factoyy eud Plate Smud”; against
houses o Ping St-”. Adsms St. end ?.‘mt"'o; ageinst Cols Piesbugh, the
owner of Jdl I-,tmd“; -sninu mu.- m"i udniu m owners

of Johmou, n M‘!

mm: Hnt.hn M for e mi.im m Buf.!-.ln 5t.43;
and ssdnlt H.H. sz, Robnrt: Pariur. and Johathen Ghildl for a nuisance
at the corner of Buffalo and :mhugm Sts. 44, The affluvin aris.‘..ng
from the stagnant eml."" whi.c.h mt have been pungtnt :lndud was
nntinly 1gnnr¢d end o measures were mr taken to decrease thj.n
i The laxity ot t.hn Board in proucuti.ng oﬂmdcn way well have been
a preblem of nanpmr as nntnd ;ubuqu.ntly:
7 Yirne Bonrd of Tmtm and the Board of Heslth, conscious
_ that mors 1o expected of thew than ¢ither thelr means or @ >
authority will enable them to accomplish.,.cannot antirely
depend wpen @ legal enforcement of their ordinances and
they, thevefors, in soms measurs, rely upon the cheerful
ndund:lqdumn!thtcmityhngto
effect...the msasures which have otm be adopted,"
Though, !m t.lwu mucu:ad it is munt that the Board was
willing to take tha bull by the hoyns when possible, for included in
the list of those prosecuted are Coloael Fiszhugh and Johathen Childe,
both prominent citizens®’.
. The congept of a contagious spread of the Cholera through drinking
water was, of course, mamy years distant. Purificatien of drinking
water by beiling, etc., wes cot practiced, and it is probably safe to
say that not a great deal of attsution was paid to the relative location

of privies wud wells from which drinking water was derived. -
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The problem of cesspools and sewers was everywhere evideat.

PBvery house had its cesspool which seemed to collect and
retain, rather than remove, the refuse matter committed,
The wells yielded water hesvy with iime end were subject
to various pollutions, while the imperfect sewerage uu].d.
not be endured. Itm-ddmt%mmfmm

" Chestunut St. had really no outlet."

The water was supplied by a scatteéring of public end privata wells
which were a perpectual wource of concern to the Trustees who were
frequently called upon to imstall @ pump in a newly-dug well or to .
drain and clean one that had become Foul'’,

Por a city of somevhat over 10,000, esewers were not too plentiful,
end those that were in existence were fovever being clogged with

refuse’’, The extent of the sewers previous to 1834 wera as follows:

Troup St. 3,000 f&¢.
Rachester House
to Buffalo St. 500 fx,

Buffalo St. to river 400 ft.

State and Mumford Sts. 700 f£e.

Factory St. 400 ft,

Clioton 8t. (along '

Jobnson and Stome) 2,000 fr,51
The total is less than one snd cue half miles, and does not encospass
even the entire business district. The Board of Heslth took cognizance
of this fect and recommended to the Trustees that sewevs be fullt3?,
although, for the epidemic of 1832, this was too late.
The only suggestien of water commmication of the disease, and
wvhat msay bave bean the five:t such suggestion, appeared in the Daily
nrtm;unmﬂntntnhmrMhmM

from Dr. M _a! Momtyeal., He egates:
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"ev.you will pracollect a swall crack or rivulet that ruus

immediataly in the rear of the town and vary mearly through-

out its wvhola extent from @ast to west. (The Cholera) hLas
undoubtedly confined itself in a great weasure to the line

of that channel, and the smgll alleys rumaing up to from it;

' 80 much go, that I think I am perfectly correct in stating,
thiat 90 cames out of the DO have oc 'ggrrtd on the contagious
banks or alleys ruaning Trom them.’

The Trustees on June 18 announcad that the orginance restricting
patbiug in the public water of the village would be more rigidly
enforced and punidhdble by & fine of two dollara?% Though this was,
in ratrospect, oue of tha more pertinent ordinances serving to
lait the spread of the disease, we may be quite certain that it vas
not a nealth wessurs as iuch. but one designed to improve the moval

r sathetic cIimaté in Rochester. :

The use of the chlorides of lime and seda as disinfectantes,
discovered not ten years previously®>, was haralded and dfscuseed
with all the enthusissm which was attendaat with the iutroduction of
chlorophyll and sntibiotics in the present day. The Daily Advertiser
states:

“It 1s the most potent disinfecting agent bitherto discoversd,

and an instantenscous destroyer of every bad emell, It is an

iafallible destroyer of all effluvia arising from aalmal amnd
vegetable decomposition, sad effectually prevents their
deleterious influence; hence, it is partienlarly redommended to
those residing in epidemic districta. The mixture sprinkled

about apartments would ggavunt the access of coatagion to a

certain exteat aveuud."

Willien Pitkin, » advertises:

“Chloride of liﬁs fut cleagsing cellars, vaults, draius, ectc.
Chloride of soda in chyystals, sné the coucentrated ii~
quid with directions for usiug; --a valuable article,
far purifying and disinfecting the air it houses, sick
vooms, etc., and peutralizing contaglon —~ 1t is estimated
the woat powerful disiafectisg agent lknowo,
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“Chlorine tootb wash and paste for clesusing and preserving
the tecth and gums: cleansing the mouth, aud bedling
sore mouth,"57

A guotation from the Albany Courder and Inquirer:

“"Chlorine of soda has beeu demongtrated to be 120X
strouger than smy other. Let it bs applied to evary
place where the least noxious air exists.'3%

From the Daily Advertiser:
“The ghlofide of seda.,.ls such more efficlent than any other
praparation for purifying the alr and guarding ageinst infectiom.
It 18 stated im the New York Commercial Advertiser that sxperi-
ments have been made by the dirsctiah of t%a publfc authorities
of that city which cetablishes this fact.
There was evidently no question in tne minds of the iafiuential that
ghloyide o§ e¢da,,part1cu1ar]y, and the re;g;edlghloride of liwe had
any even remotely corpetitive peer for the prevention of disease.
__Although reports from England stated that in certais villages,
fumigation of streets and lanes by chloride from sea ealt aud manganese
and eulpburic acid had claaved them from the Cholera in a single caybl
no suggestion arose in Rochester suggesting that they do likewise,
~The resolution adopted by the Board of Health providing for the
gratuitous use of tha miracle disinfectsat by the citizenry wad dis-
garded, probably for fivancial resscns, for the uext pertinest item
read: ;
“The Board of lealth...sunouwnces that they have received from
'-Iw York ona Bbl. of chloride of lime to be go0ld to the ichabi-
tants of the éﬁ? at one shiiling per pouad. Amos Sawyer,
34 State Stract.

Finsueing was, quite evidently, a problea for the Board.
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Tha records of the ﬁ-urd'a finance are apparently lost, and ouly
vague reference to this problem s found. With the formatiocn of the
Board of Health, the Trusteas p:o-ftly apportioned §50,00 to the
nunl&z. On the sixth of July a meeting of the I”fmlwldets and
inbabitaats" was held at the Court House “fot.the purpose of voting
a tax to dlfx_‘ly the expenses of attendance upoa the measure adopted
for the protection of the health of the vil].aga."“ Subsequently,
the Trustees authorized the Doard of Health to requisition momey “to
an amount not axcoeding 510&0.““ No turthsf raference 1s made to
money uﬁun. However, with ‘n hospital ' to support and Mtain, the
poox to provide for, and a journey by Dr. Anson Colesman to finance
(see later), it is M§ﬁ1 that $1000 was a too generous amount, Oo
8 per capita buin. :ll:lmunta& to less than ten cents per person.
For the Bufa_._:o tlniglan its fto-il. z‘.o provide free lime tu the
fuhgbitants {s not too surprising.

Meanwhiie, with the announcement that Cholera wes extant in tha
.' New World, both Albany and New ‘!ork qt.tickly imposed mmtm arrapge~-
;-_ ments, the nsture of which at ntany, s cited, vas qnitl -mn: to

- that at Hu !ork‘s m mul.uum cuuu

""That & qunrm:lu he..,declared, on all boats aud craft
coming to this city by the canal, and all cansal boate from
the north; on the Hudsou Rivar, md that no boat be per~
mitted to gpproach wearer than one mile from the north
bounds of the city...until an exsmination be had by the
bealth offlicar...that 4n his opinion there is no dsuger
from any infectious or pestilential disesas from the said
boat, hetr crew, or passengers......The mayor be authorized
to cuploy persons to be stationed on the different roads
and inlets to this city from the north and to prevent the
ingress of all wagous and cartiages coming into this cig.z
with passengers uantil the same undergo an examination.™
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Whitehall took & more formidable stand and forbade any foreiguers

from landing, ihtéh action was enforcad by dfﬁad_guat&ﬁ?:

Recognizing the fact that action on' the part of civil authorities

Governor E.T. Throop addressad the legislaturs as follows on June 21,
1832

“...It 1 cortain that 2 very malignant disesse...is ravaging
the hordes of squalid emigrants... It is caused by inattention
to cleanliness, and by enfeebling dissipstions and excesses,
and may be cormunicated from one person to ancther in a tainted
atiosphere—...Host of the esigreats who Iend in Cauads direct
thelr course towavds the United States, with a view of settling
there, and thus sxpose cur fellow citizens to the contagion of
diaaaana which they may bring with them.

Ko power now exists in any public officer of sunicipal authority
to interfere, to prevent the introduction of disease {ato the
state...l respectfully recommended to you, to pass such laws as
nsy be necessary to enforce a sanitive juarantine.

An iufinitely wisa and just God &aa'iaen fit to employ paggilance
as one means of scourging the human race for their sims.”

Resultant passage of the necessary legislation enacted on June 22 as
follows

"An Act for the Preservatien of Public Health {in abstract)
1." A1) vessels and all persons a¥riving at any place within
this state from any part of Canada are subject to quarantine.
‘2. Every city amd incorporated village is to appoint a board of
health of three to seven membars and a health officer.
3. The supervisors. overseers of the poor, and justices of the
peace are to cemstitute the board of wealia.
4. Power and duty of the boards:
a. To determine the period of guarantine; not teo exceed
f{fteen days.
b. To fix the duties and salary of the health officer.
¢. To make regulatious in theiyr diseretion for all such
regulations as they think necessary and proper for..
"the preservation of the publie health.

was necessary, and that they had little legal authority for such actiom,
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4. To employ persons a8 QECeSSAry.
a. Violations ¢f any regulations liable tn Ein‘egot

ki to exceed $1000 and two years imprisousment.’

5. All expenses incurred to be charged to the vespectivae
eounttinté levied, collected and paid as other country
charges. 99

The Bochester Beard of LEealth, rncognizing that the immediate

threat of communication of the disease lay in lake communication

with MHontreal and Quebec, hgpoinxed on June 20, a committee of three

to examine all boats coming into the mouth of the Genasee with the
authority to "stop all persons coming from abroad, not citizens of

this State who are infested with aﬁrlpeatilentinl disease."’? Beason
for a quarantine at the mouth of the Gonesee River became even more
evident when, oo June 26, Congress passed a bill requiring all smigrants
from Cenade to land st one of several stipulated places when eatering
Eewltoik Stete, wiich plates included Plattsbueg, ﬂhitéhall, Ogdensburg,
St. Vincent, Sackett's Harbor, Oswego, Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Dunkirk,
and Rochester. With this stipulatioo came e gramt to the state to

71 So fax as recorded, thesa vere the

only funds cemtributed to the individual 1aca§itiaa fron state ox

' national governmant.

The quarantine was dirtected to'aﬁply oaly to those wno were grossly

111 -~ a form of quarantine, as we have seen, broadly practiced.

Recorded cxeeptions te this loose quarantime are few, but cme worth

hnfing incidentally occurred at New Bedford, Conn. The health officers
there wore ordered Lo fumigate all passeagers from Providence "not

withatanding that thgy_ﬁgyvnake obje¢tions. Last Thurasday, they were
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smoked with & compownd of rosin, and other villsivous ingredients, to
the great offeuse of their nostrils, and damage of thely wveariug
ipvaraijz.

A meeting of the Board on Jume 20 appointed a committee Lo
correspond with other towns and villages relative to mathods of
protectici from the Cholera’>. No state buresu bad been craated to
L correlste and supervise the staté-wide program so boldly initimted,
although it had been considered’®,  Thus, ft fell to the geparatae towns
and villages to intervelate thelr accivities as they sew fit. Ameng
othérs proximate to Rochester, Hanrdetta’d aud Brightbﬁzﬁ'uta'knawu
to have eetablished Health Boards.

Not impressed that quarantincs and chlorides were tnfallible
protection, the populace apparently expraossed considerable fear
which the Board of Health sought to ellay:

*_..we have never known the place mors healthy at the sume

season. lo prevailiog disease is abroad, either amoug

adults or children, The story, therefora, that it is not

gafe to visit Rocbester, aud whicih is believed by many, is

not true, and shows that it must bave passed through numerous

‘editions ,?th adéitions®, to have arrived at such a fright-

ful size."’

Business was affected in verious ways. The Life Insurance
Companies were 'completely run down with applicants'8%, A few of
the more apprehensive left tows, as this merchant who zoted on his
door:

“Not Cholera sick, uox Cholera dead, but out of frighi,

" ‘from Cholera fled;

W¥ill scon retura, when Cholera!

5 over, if frowm his
fright he should recover.'’
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Host, apparently, stayed in the e.lry.‘ and, in the best traditions
of free enterxprise, mﬁ-' the most, propamdn—ma, of the situation.
Sam Bascowb, proprietor of a lottery service, quite legal in 1832,
ran this ad: |

“1If any person is afraid of being suddenly swept Erom thia
world by the great teformer of tha Eastern Contiment, .

end who fears that reversed and aged parents, bﬂmd chu«
dran, or esteemed friends will bz thus suddenly laft to

the chld charities of the world; he had better f{uprove the
pregent opportunity of putting himself and friends beyond
the reachh of want. "Bastom, at the Luck Stand (cotuer of
Buffalo and Exchange) is authorized by tgg State of Wew York
to sell !‘ortxmas for only four dollars.

¥, Darren Williame vho ndvartmd that he was "senmg goods at cut-
rate prices to raise my for the due payments’ headlined his ad-
vaftisemntf YCHOLERA IX ROCHESTER', evideatly only to draw attention,
!of the ramainder of the article discussed the magunificent bLargains

21

available A dry goods store competitor, L.L. Peat, however,

countered on tha following day:
"CURE FOR THE CHOLERA"

"Any person who should be so unfortunate as to get the
Cholera in consequence of purchasing goods in Btate 5¢t,
at cost, will find a sure remedy by applying at No. 16
Buffalo St. where they can have goods, not at cost, nor
lass than eost, bugzchnnpcr than in any store whcra they
have the Cholera.'

I.W, Mather ‘commenced, in mid-July, to feature an ad yet wore
morbid:
"The ‘subscriber manufactures and keeps constantly on hand

ready made coff of all sizes and qualities st his sbop
oo Buffelo 5¢."83
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On the national scene, the New York astock narket was reported

as follows:

“The Cholera meéws from Canads with the probab{liry chat it
will soon ba in this and the other cities of the ﬁﬂ:u’,
produced -almost an entire stagaation of sffairs.””

The Stare Lagislature also passed a bill stating that if any
Board of Hoalth in any area declared & malignant disease to oxist
there, eny court then la session might adjourn to some other place,
and ‘any banks might change theiyr place of businiess™ .

Meanwhile, the Chelera spread. TFrom CQuebec and Montreal, it
was veported at 5t. John'e apnd Laprairie Junme 1286 at Corrwn1187,
York, Coburg and thtchallﬁd. and l'ml:attag by June 18%9; at |
Burlington and ?htt.ibutghn by Jume 19; at K:lngnton’m Jime 2092,
on June 21 it was veported that 4 group of emigrants on beard the
Maseauga Chief had anchored at Niagara Falls with Cholera among the
pasaisitgern’?, Danger frow the sast via the canal becams apparent
with the following report from the Albany Argue of June 18:

"Pfwe emigrunts vho jumped frow canal boats nbtained work

in this eity. One soou died of the Cholera... Directions

were {immediately given by the Police Magistrate and Deputy

Health Officex...to burn all the clothing of the dacaased;

and neasurgy ‘were takén to prevent commmicntion (of the
disease) ."

To £Mn§:au the carrying out of the necessary precautionary
maagures, the Board appointed yet two wore, a Heelth Commissiomer,

b

Willias Brewster’>, "to see that all ordinances were earried inte

: uﬂue“gﬁ‘ #nd o Health Officer, William W. Reed, whose duties weve:
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"To exarine all pesrsong comiug in from the Canadsa or any
other place infeected or suppesed to be infected, and 1if {n
‘tida opinion such person shall...endanger the health of this
village, he shall forthwith cause him teo be removed to same
place of safety......power to inspect dwelling, taverns,
and carriages...suthorized to examine any patient sick or
supposedly gick with the Cholera snd to waka dally veports
to the Board of the number of cases, number of deatha, and
mmber of those discharged or cured. He shall have charge
of the honpil:nls and of the asick confimed therein with
Ciaolera. He shall from tise to time recommend 30 this board

such measures as he may think necessary and proper to be -

adopted for the health of this village. In case aany peor

person shall be attacked...(snd) unable to procure tha

nacessary medical uﬁmg;sn...ha shall forthwith...be removed

to the Public Hupiul $
Suhloquantly. it was atipulated that he cleanse and purify the house
and cluﬂxin; of thm Ubo died at hom”. | The derived pmur for
then acta was drawn from the vecently pessed State Statutes and the
penalties were those indicated in the Statutes,

Thongh the Burﬂ passed a resolution mthpd.l:l.ng 'the employment
of a mn and & mlal te ride off the mouth of the Gnnesne River, and
llm the coast of the County of &mm (to rigidly anforce) the usual

quarsutine umlaum"mn

s DO qu&mnt:lm was established by the village
for thb‘l't*intnr!.ng al‘ong the camal 'unt:u AW:: 2 . HMost likely, the
qnauutinn utablhhed by the Btight:un Roard af Hultlh - “ogst of
the lock near Thnddauﬂ Patehen's to the Pittsford 11&“102. was assumed
to suffice for the defense of Rochestar.

The Health Officer wss glaced 1a chuarge of the haspitals, slthough
there ware not hospitals procured until the middle of July. By this

time, "hospital' wes singular.
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"A spacious aud comacdious building has been provided te be
used for a hospital, where those persons can be provided fer
whe mey be attacked with malignant diseacsea and who ave
destitute of a home or frieumds to provide for their wante
and necessities. Bads, linens, and other necessaries are
prepared... It is oot the iatention of the Board that aauy
perason shall be rvemoved from thair places of residence
against their own wishes, or who can be provided for at home,

«103
The coucept of using a hospital for these ill with the epidemic was one
of charity, quite obvicusly unrelated to isclation measures taken today
:n. proveat diséase communication within a community.

In considering the preparations for defensa, we sust not overloek
tlm religi.oun and temperance socleties, potentially strong after the

sraat Prubytaria.n twinlu of H.unay not tvo yum pmviomly

Por though there i mthing to indicate t.hat they ailded the material
cause or altered or influencod to great degree the preparations, their
orntoﬂnl \totca-wu. strong. Sald ome i:a&:l.;tnuu volce:

"I awm required o ragard this m:-;u as 2 special visitation

;:.l:ﬁoscbmm mankind to forgat their ains and ture to

With the announcement of the cutbreak of Chelera i Quebec, the
pastors collactively prasanted to the Trustees a petition that Friday,
June 22, be observed in "humilietion,; fasting aad prayer...in reference
to the 1ﬁpendina pestilence'’, and fnrthur recomended that all stores
S OGN et et ead) Bustender = Tk That Trnareds’ Hesl(asal STALIng
‘%e-“'- the sald Trustees belisvethat all ioterference ia
Ecclestiastical affairs to be foreign to their duties as

a municipal body...Resolved, that we deam 1t inexpedieat
‘to adopt auy measures iz relation to (said. suhjug) #107
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This formally obsexved dichotomy of church and state as & traditicn of
governmant wan excem.iwly and .atrongly implanted throughout the United
States with formal precedent established at a national gwamni lavel
by President Jnnhuoé :1.:1 :upﬁme .t'o amn #ccluni_.anticnl teqmtma.
Despite no official aﬁthorintmn, the various pastors garnersd suf-
fi.z!.-mt_- public feeling for the project and Friday, June 22, was finally
spent in ’Ttuuiliafm, Ifutinf; and prnyqr".. _ .

The temperance societics enjoyed a fileld day, for as it is stated:
"Among all the d:_lsmrdmtz opiniocna nf_z.tc_h bave beeou advenced...in one
particular most m a#m-, tt_aat_ ‘m%ap___cg___...is vary dmprm."wg
The Bog.t;n?tg‘-lg-gb__ggr_g_l’; {(Hay 2). in a cmaﬁin; tone confusing temperance
and abafi.qtmm, sy :

"The Cholera appcars to have been seat by Providence at

this time to ald the cause of temperance, to give practical
demoustration that the use of Avdent Spirits invites disease.

Let 9 anticipate 1ts approach...by throwing over our village

the broad shiald of temperance. Let the destroyer, when he
arrives find that his sharpest arrows are blunted against {r.”410.

The cause of the fntempersnce bhey attribute to the physicians:
At ne time withis our remesbrance had there been so much
iutenperance among the gople and we lament to say that it
grises from perversion of a preseription intecded as a

rewedy for the slck and uot as & bevarage for the healthy,
They suggested as a vamedy, unique if nothing elsa, thiat "z eign be

hung over every zroggery otating 'CIOLERA MORAUS BOLD HERR', and

nill

that the officers who license them be caslled 'Cholera Morbus Officers''.
To this 4s appended the statement, We intend no diarespact to our

worthy village trustesa.”
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The temperance locictm in the 1830's wera just comiag into
prominguee, emtning vhat was mb-bly a m:ked incruu ia sanaral

alcoholic consumption as & resuit of the insmduatim of distilled

beverages. It is worth nothing that Rochamter was described at this
time as bedng “divided i.m::n two classes, the temperaace men who used ]
it in moderation and the in;weuu who _i;ndulwnd it to cxcess, while |
drunken wen ia the qtteaf;-: wate -cam”m. The -"t-awmce” movement
was spm&ing 1like vilﬁﬁ?t and had a strong evangelistic flavor which
was oot in the least despened by a very stroag Hethodiet baeking. Tae
Cholera, raglog afiong the peorer classes, primarily, with their primitive
plumbing and pooy drinking water, aud incidentally-present large group
of alcohelics, was, for the tempevsnce societies, a wonderful boon,
Heavesn-sent.

The stories of assocliated drinking and Cholers are legion; to cite
a few of those publishad styictly as neve ifems In the Rochester papers
is to gain an‘dppreciation of a certain gullibility present among even
thase mt, Mﬁuoly m&ma i‘ich thu temperance smiaﬂim*

m; the mﬁm m m mm 'uho au H&thnd“h:s. a0 deaths, 113

“A lake Captain went to & public house, steppéd to the bar and
demanded is 2 Bolsterous tone, ‘a gﬂl of Cholera!’ He drank it.
lie went to o fellow Captain dying of Cholera, tock hold of hiwm
and ehook h:ha Inying in mport, Tell the old fellow that I shall
be along soon!! The vretched man was isnedigtely seized with the
dmm&dua in the utmost sgony, is a few hours,™ s




12

"In Albany i.n two small tovma of which some six oY sevei
perschs were occupants, the lnmates dramk on Tuesday, three
quarts of whiskey. On Wednesday, two of thawm, a father sud
son, were dead, the wother was beyond ncomi ismd snothor
had bem uizm:h The two last died "'hnra:.’.ay i

“ﬂf 350 members of & tampurmﬁ&aaciar.y, thura was only one
death. This speaks volumes.

e =

Quiw.mcxuahel'.m the New York ergng Advertiser atates:

'Should the Gholers visit our eity, ‘avery drunkard amd every

tipplay of high or low degree, may conslder bhls fate as

sealed. The vse of mbﬁﬁ glso, in all ite forma, is

particularly dangerous.

As the city bagau tn u;aghn: 1tn1£ aftexr tm initfal startiing
announcemeut that the f.:holm had :tmadad m Rew Horld, paople
apparantly aaughﬁfprmntﬁ.vt and curative ﬁm}iniw for the Cholera,
not entirely from their phyticiiﬁs; mor on the publighed recommendatious
from ﬂu Bam of Health, but rathar froa the myr pnuntv madiciuc houses
extm in that day. M this was prwa]mm mn pti.ox to the autbresk
of the disessss iu Rechegter is “:ldﬁa!: fron bhil waming issued by
the Doard of Health on July 9:

“The Beard of Haalth have anrud with concers, tha extra-

‘ordinary industry of persons iu the business of salling

nostyuna, patent and other wpecies for the cure of every
evil or disesse. In times of excitement...the ignorant
sdd credulons sré sadly ioposed upom by thoss unprincipled
pretendeys. . Tha Board eatoestly...urgs thely fellow citi-
sans pet 86 be duped into the putcheﬁg of that vhich they
-e&mmnm thc leaest confidemce;"

What mu noapmuu wore umr. be- mztﬁud; ifuy probably they
were hﬂ'bl, ytimrily, with very 11::1« bum'ing on l:he outcome of the

diseage. Those which bad, in scue manner, some pmtenae of being =

1
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specific for gastrcfutestinsl covplaints or the Cholera, I have
compiled from the Rochester papers of the day iu the supposition
that these were the omes probably w8t used by the populace;

T4d: Dr. Hitchcock's Colden Balsm and Cracd Restorstive, '
For curing nervous and consumptive disorders, coughs,
colds, hoarsemess, depreesion of the mmimal :ipirit:s.
rrmbliag of the nerves, difficulty of breatbing, weak-
ness of the lungs &nd breast, dysentery, or loose state
of the bowels. In mamy cdses it has eradicated the disease
even after most practiticnars would have pr ﬁg;‘m
caze iucutnhh. oy Sm 'Butflk St-w"

Usual umm of patent mditmu

“Dr. anlfa’a Botanical Drope for that class of inveterate
Diseases, produced by sn ispure state of the bleod, or for
a vitiated habit of bedy, s Spring or Autumnal Phi:"ic to
purify and cleense the system from husiours, to zid the pro-
cess of digestion, to purify the blood, and to prevemt the
secretion of malignant busetrs on the lungs. 118

W¥m, Pitkin Buffale St.™

"D, Marshsll's Awbrosion of vegetsble composition, perfectly
funocent, guarantesd to purify the blood. A cure for Serofuls,
ulcersted sore thyeat, secondary syphilism dn {ts worst foruws,
chronic rheumatism, dn‘angmt of the stomach atteuded with
puking, shingles, blotches of the face, atc, 19

L.8, Svan 41 Buffalo St."}

“Butler's Effervescent Magnesien Aperient for dispepsia,

indigestion, gout, gravel, etc., imparting to the conati-

tution all the beuefits of the conw water st Saeratoga.
. Pickin,

“Dr. H. K. Warren's Madicines selected from the great garden
_of nature, Dr. W's Antiphlogistic Plaster which has proved

itself superior to snything of the Mnd ever used for pain

in the stomach, side or elsewhere, or for auy intermal

{nflammation; his Strengthening ‘Piuter for wealkness of all

kinds; bis white powders, a sure cure for the Cholera Merbus;
“ete.; and, fnslly, all kinds of nedieine requisite for the

cure of any and every diseage.

George Bartholick Buffalo St. ' 1%

-
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The specifics for Cholera were as follows:

“"Ad. Preveative for the Cholera ; :

The subacriber would inform the public that he has constantly

on hand a Medicine warranted to be the same kind ns used at

Montreal and Albany, and out of 1,000 persons who used it at

the former and 1,500 at the Mttat place, not ome has beem

kuown to have had the Cholera. 120
_ George Bartholick.”

“A CURE AND PREVENTIVE FOR THE CHOLERA
The recipe was brought to the village by & person directly
from Scotland where it was then raging., It merely consists
of a Plaster of the value of two shillings to be applied to
. the pit of the stwmach, snd worn as a preveuntive; and a
mixture in a emall vial of the value of one shilling six
pence, to be carried in the pocket and dramk the moment the
symptoss are felt. It is stated authentically in a Scotch
paper which can be seen at the stors of the subscriber, that
not one individual has been sefzed with Cholera during its
-progress there who bad spplied and worn the plaster, end that
on 10,000 persons who used them in Germany in the infected
dutdm not one of them caught the disease, 121
L.B. Swan 41 Buffalo St."

'l"ﬁe Rotl:.hestér Republican of July 31, suggested that therewss no
hétter pﬂnﬁtinq?hm a tablupoﬁnful of the pulverized clisrcoal
taken in milk or water ou goin# to b§d1n-

0f all the patent nostrums used, it 1s stated that camphor was
the one chiefly relied upon, and vas so much in demend that the
price rose from 30¢ per pound to several dollersl?3, A reason for

this jump in price is evident from a report in the _g_n;ﬁéh_ganin Enquirer

which states that a druggist from Rew York, seekiang to coraer the
market on camphor, offered to buy the entire lot of each of the drug

stores at a profit to the druggist of 130:114.
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How the casphor was used 18 pot made clear ezcept from & report from
Hontreal widch states thet there the camphor was placed 1n a bag ana

held to the Hosal 2>

. evidently serving to prevent the inhalatione of
“noxious sffluvia’,

Of intexest is the orgenlzation waleh praduslly took form te pro-
tect the hqa;tﬁ of ;ha village and to carry out the various aspects
of the program. Nowbere is i;:qtagpd_ﬁhqtrlﬁﬁ of the officials in-
volved received reaunerstion for thair gervices. With the program on
a purely voluntary basis, it can be more readily understood vhy such
a legién oﬁ'faactiana:ignsni@ltaé. The ﬁnvu;;ing body of the village
was the LBoagd of rrultgsn; to whici: was rnaponsiblé the.ﬂuard of Health,
vhoin turn appeinted and superyised the vsrious committees, The Board
of Health was qui&niutﬁnnﬁfy the focal point of the pvogram, and it
was to Lhem that the Bosrd of Physiciaus was responsible, along with
the Heslth Coum{ssionex uidthe Health Dfffcer. The committee of eight
drew up the original hesith prograw snd were subsequently dissolvad

with the formstion of the oxiginal Board of ligglth, The Cosmittee

consisted of Drs. Bs-d, ﬁu:hew—Bruun, Jz., and Auson Coleman; the Rev.
Dr. Peaney, Rev. Whitehouse; and Cenersls Mathew and Jacob Gould!?®.
The Boaxd of Hp;lﬁh-go;aad June 19, ceonsisted of aixteen wen: Dr. Brown,
pr&sldnnt Isuac Hills deéretary; General Gould, Jawes Livingstoue,
Simaon Ford,. Jncah Thcrn. Levi Ward, Jr., O.H. ﬁush Ashbel Riley,
Warham Whitney, Lyman Langworthy, Kaaman Coodsell, William Brewster,
Ozan Sege, William Atkineen, and Patrick O'Mesly'’’. The state

legislature scon decraed that a town's Soard of Health should consist
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of seven wmon, and, hence, on Juuns 25 the eriginal Dosxd was disgolved

and a second Board formed -_yul;: Dr. Brown, president, and J'acob Could,

um_t.aryna‘ug_, The recmaining members served as follows: Levi Ward

and Janes Livingttm ~—throughout the e.ﬁidqﬁg;.cm;

Isasg Hille - 6/25 to 6/26 131,132:

Wm, Brewster -~ 6/25 to 6/20 131,132;
Haamau Goodsell »» 6/25 to B/1 131,135

¥m. Atkingen -« 626 to 7/10 132,133,
Ashbel EBiley — 6/26 to 7/2) 132, 13&; 33
Evard Peck - 7/10 to aud of ep!.éauic
Samuel Andrewa ~- 7/31 to end of apuqnicns.
Pred, Shittlesey— §/1 to end of epidemic

The Board of Trustees m:laud of: Jacob Thorn, president; Samuel
Selden; ﬁilliug Rathbun; Daniel Tioker; Birin Cibbs; A.W.

Stowe, ¢ Emezer Lly, treasurer; Seth Siwmons,
: " sollect .
The Hesith m-imcn wu. W. un Brewstar, 6/26 to 7137.

end nf epident

Apmigtants ;a ,r.lm Hoalth Commissioner by warde: 1 Jeshial Barnard:
II Asa ﬁqam. _ ; Martin uum, IV ¥illiem Wilbur;
v L.Ko ; 3 y

Hr, Haywood, Zgig 272 ; Ashbel W. Rilay, 7/28 to

The ﬂadth Officay ehmtw was Wililom H. Baidl‘w'
Assistant Beglth Officer from 7 to 7/28 was Ashbel Rileyi®l.
Asgistant Health 0fficer for boﬁz ‘at Soyew Dock and Fitzhugh
Basin was Qeocrge Pratt
Assistant dealth Officer for boatz at Magne, Jonas. qm! Barhydt's
- Basin was Simeon Alcott)
hsumt naul:h g!timt for boats at a:llhﬂtt: Basin vas Jeseph
Bale
Assistant iealth Oﬂim fﬁ baau at Child'a Buin and Slip
: was Eiijah Sadih

Boaxd of Physiciens: J.D. Heury, president: W.W. Reid, secretarylé4,
romainisg members are nowhere noted.
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Physieians to look into 51l cases not under the care of one of the

beard phyaiclanii Dr. F. F. Backus; Dr. Angou Coleman:
De. A. ¥, Smith

Auditer of Accounts: James K. Liﬂn:gatml“‘
Cormittee of Fivance: Levl Yard, Jr.; Jemes Se re._ Abraham 2,
Schermerhorn: Jacod Gould 0.¥, Bush

The variety of legser committens snd groups is plentiful and

as follows:

Committee for procuring and depositing lime 4n each ward:
1,Wi1lism Srewster; 11 Mathew Sgown, Jr.; II1I James
K. Livingstone; IV Ashbel W. Riley: V Lavi Ward, Jr.146,

Committea for discovering, sscertaining and removiag auissnces, by
wards: I Wm. Brevatexr and Orau Sage; II Mathew Srown

. and Hasman Goedsall: III James Livingstone and Isaac

‘Bille; IV ¥m. .&zg.n.unmd 0., Béeh: ¥V Levi Hard and
Patrick 0'Mesl

Committee for abstracting :hmucm on nuisances: Simeou Ford
and John Bowman™v, : 146

Querantice Committee! Jacob Gould: John Bowman; Glmgon Ford o

Hospital Coumittee: HMathew Browm and Ashbel Riley

Committee to mm:pmd with ut}m{ g}mm: and vilhgas* Si{nceom ¥ord;
Jmeoh Could; Lavi Wardl%

Official Bistributor of lime for the villaga: &roa Sawyerlés,

Coomittee to exgmine boats entering at the Gen 1 Prederick
Bushnel; Wilidiom Latta: Giles Holden™

Cheritable Committes te concern and distribute f.m ‘oFv necessaries
for the beamfit of the poor: E.D. Swith, chaitmean; L.VW.
Sibley, 'msacretary; Willis Kempshall, treasurer: I Wa.

‘Brewstar; Joha gy + 11 Fempshall, George A. Avery,

and Wm. Rathonn': ;7 13T E, Smith, L. Siblay; I? %am r
Houne, ‘R. wan M; ¥ Jacob CGraves, Abnmv

Suparintem of th lwlpil:ﬁ.s cmum- Seth sm

The Mﬂ: of phymim pt‘aetb:ini 111 WW An ];832 camnot
be ascertained, :hawgh {n 1827, Thare wars twenty-five 153, 40 1838,
tveaty-one pmntie.tng md -thirtaen ei-ghar raetired or in other
hmimaum. . .'
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The accepted treatment, aeans of. provention] ate.y for the

‘Cholera ware., as we have seen. dnitlally taken in. toto from the

report presented by tho Edinburph Board of liealth. The Rocheater
BSosxd was, however, npt satisfica with this or with the numerous
other reports which fiitered in via the newspapers. .am- after
fnm, the Bbard uﬁnt- Dx. Aascn Colemai, one of the fﬁmont

and moair. mt‘.l:;m inaa]. physieians, to Mentreal to ascertalu for thes
pernoaniindhhens Chaldissatens tmly'ehe'choura, and; “1n adéition,
to gather hfnmtion on the ﬁimeun ol’ the disense and the wneans
of prmntiu aud trm&n:ﬁ:’. Meanvhile, they eaund to be printed
a report of thli:' own: On treatment:

“Whea an indistduai is M:tlcknd
1. Place the petisat in the mest epacious, a.in‘ chamber,
2. He should ba plnéed in a warm bed in the center of the
.~ tvoom, having as few attendamts as possible.
3. Lisbp and extrswitics should be severally rubbed with
dxy flannel or a brush, gnd dry Leat should be applied
to the-feat, To follow the application of wustard
.pouitices to the feet, legs. wrists, stomach, and
bowzls. This is tha wost important object of atteation,
1.0:; restoring heat to the surface,
4§, ‘If any drisk -~ peppermint or spearmint water, chicken
7 broth or tea, zice-water, or toast water.
5. Tha greatest guictude should be emjoined upon the
patient, and every arguesent should be used to induce
~him to remain quiet ypon bis back in bed., Por evacuating
the'bdigels, (ho) should use sultadble bed spparatus.
6. Much caution should be observed in vegard to remedies
prescribed 1a foreign cities whare the dlimate ond
habits ni thd people ui.fhr vary widaly from our own. 156

coh-.n': tqcrts tur resasons uniiown, were not pubuahcd
until un. MM &ugut but were made mihhh o the physicians
puvim 'to. oy vepy usar to, the ounet of tha nyid-a:m in Ro¢hester.

Since these were of gsome considerable bearing, I quote extensively
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from those reports which he submitted, The first, read bafore the
Medical Board of Rochester on July 16 describes principelly the

disgnosie and trestment:

"I conceive it would be of practical utility to dis-

h Cholera into three stages -~ the stage of In-
curasion, of Collapse, and Ra-action. These...characters
so strikingly marked, vequire so much difference in treat-
mant, that it appears not a little surprising that some
such division has not already bean wmade,

"The symptows which mark the first stage...axe a loss
of apetite, thirst, painful sengse of distention of the
stomach and boweld, furred tongue, nausea, aud watery dis-
charges from the hwal.l with occasional spasms in the
arms aud légs...After the diarrhea..., vomiting sets in,
accompanied by a sense of fainting, sometimes with vertigo,
great muscular debility, increased discharges from the bowel,
feebler respirations snd circulstion, sense of inward hest,
and more froquent spesms, -

"A remarkable chgnge now Boon takes place comstituting
the second stage of Cholara. The skin over the extremities
becomes cold end clasmy, and of a dark blue color. the
3 features lose their fulness and expression; the fingers
i aud toes,..assume & gﬂv_gl_u_g parboiled appearance, the
pulse sinks rapidly, or even ceases at the wrist, respira-
tiou is feebly performed, spasms and discharges by vomit-
ing or stool usually continue, whila the abdomen becomes
more humid.

“The patient...complains of very little pain, but seeus
ss if half-dozing. If these symptoms be not spéedily ar—
zested, the case runs oh rapldly towards a fatal issue.

The whole surface now changes to a 11vid color: ‘the tougue, i
nose, lips, and extremities become deadly cold...amnd with ,
gne or two copious watery dtachltxu from t}u bowals, death

closes the sceve,

“This reaction constitutes the third ttqe.s.-ﬂ is
invariably met with when ve are unable to touse tha systenm
from the depréssion of the secend su;-. “In ‘the treatisent
«so(of) the first stage:.....

“+sothe pationt should be put to bed, or at least con-
fined to a confortable room; all drinks should be pro-
hibitad; clothing should...keep his skin varm; and 41f he
be of a plethoric habit, or is attended with fuluess of the
shdomen and tenderness on presgurs, shauld be freely (and
in some cases) largely bled...I am led to beldeve that in
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“s.8 vast mjnrity of cases the pationt H;uuld ba snatched

from. , .death it frnelx bled during the fiyst stage of t»tw

digease,

"After blecding some cataartin mqa;iaim sheuld be
piven...T should prefer calomel to every other; mwsi thie
1if the apasme be severe simuld be comblued with opium,

T the epasms wérs not severe 1 would,..endeaver te allay
(muscular) 1rrlr,ability by a;tgmal stimulants rest in a
rteumbant posture, end dry but moderate heat.,

“"Haxt to calomel as a cathartic, I would g:eig;- caator
oil. .

 "Should gthere hs gl’l;ﬂt di.ffiaulty in pmcuring the
uperat.:laa of catbartica, a vepetition of the bleeding, or
the local detraction of blood by me RS of cups or leeches
would be necessary.

"After free svacustion by cathartics...the patient

. may be jndulged in tuking a little barley water; tea or

arrow root but this wust be with very great cautioa, lest
the t*astﬁ.c aywptoma be locreased.
. .keep 8 warm and...healthy state of the skia.

In the second stage, place hin immedlately in s warm
bed, and give him..., from half sn cunce to one cunce of
camphorated tinctuve of oplum and extibit the same gquantity
by enema, Aftor this, dry hest should be spplied to the
extreuities, and very worm mustard poultices to the wrists,
aokles, and qpimtm...m sulphnte of guiniue, ia- :
doses £§'& two to five graina dissolved in a little wiae,
should be given.' This should ba repested in such doses
and...interval.a as the urgency of the case demands.

t!imli.“. I qud...giva c‘qual parts brandy antl hat water.

ﬁ?nd, the guantity of
every k:!,nd of ptinull ahmﬂd ha J.ase %..MMI:
1+ soutad fo the third stage (started).. .

This cocnsists ia nlin#as..*.aa profpely upnihln
the congemted and suffering organs by veunesection while
we aid its operation by contiauing the counter stimelunts
and keeping up extexnal heat. o part of the trestmant
is of more impoyisuce,. ,thau the prompt and free detrastion
of bloed s0 sooa an the maction is sufficient to canss it
tﬂ tmc\ ?
I.mdigtﬂy after venesection, #rom 15 to 20 graine
of ﬂlml should be sxhibited, which is to be repestad,
or followed by castor il in-case it does not produce a
free operation. If spasms are sevaye oue of two grains
of oplunm may be combined with the calomel,
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"e..the primary affection (48) ...and {pflammation of
the wmucous coat of the stomach and intestines...this in-
flamnation forms smot only @ point of irritatfon, by which
an increased gquantity of circulating fluids is directed to
the central oxgaus, but t’rom ita suddenness and extent.,.
to paralyzes the ganglionic system of nerves 8o important
to the pm&mtion of healthy orgaunic actiou.

?...the chain of healthy vital action becemes broken,
suffering the system to run quickly on to the development
of those symptoms which constitute the collapsa.,,other

divisious of the nervous gsystem.,.therefore become as-
sailed, through the irri{tation excited in the brain and a
spinal marrow by the primary dmm. producing spasms in
the voluntary auscles, ot al,"™ "

Though Dr. Coleman's report probably proved the strongest
influence, the newspapers printed numerous other impressions which,
in essence, agresd with Dr. Coleman but alse provoked some comtyo-
varsy as to what was the proper treatment:

Referring to the Choleva in England: “Some axe bled aud re-
caver; others are bled at asnother stesge and dle. Some will
give no drink, others only hot drink; while oue kind man
gives them as | cold water with a tesspoon of brandy as
they please.”’

Dr, Caldwell writes from Momtreasl: "I give them 10 to 15
dropa of hydrag. cum creta and in two houre, follow it by
Tart. Potassae, two drachms in a littls warm veal or
ghicken broth and repeat 1t freely every two hours...I do
not know of anyome whe went through the treatment that was
subgsagquently attacked with Cholera...Wheve the tomgue was
much ‘ , I added two or three grains of l:lm submuriate
to 1t." :

From the New !m wgﬁ_g; of June 19: “No case of Cholera
has ever eccurred which has not chn preceded by 2 buszing
in the ears and & looseness of the bowels, and thet a
powarful gathartic taken at .gtage of the disease, is
a CERTAIN #ad INFALLIBLE cure.

A lattex from Mr. A. H. Stevens: "If there be a furred tongue,
give a dose of castor oil or of rhubarb and magnesis with mint
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“water or in bilfous habits, six grains of calomel followed
by saltas. After any of these, a fow drops of lasudsnum should
be given and the patient kept in perspirstion with wam cat-
mint or othaor he " teas,

"If the tmaum be claan Tt is of great importance to
regulate the bowels withwz iudinina The taking of medicine
ghould be regarded 28 a cholce of evils, a derangéd aute of
the dignntiva orgaus often follows the unn of medicine.™

‘-!.-_x'j,:'fm. - -: —

Two lettera openly expregsed controversy ui;h Dr, Coleman, These

T N

letters containad in part fdentical phirasos aid expressions, and mey

well have been written by the same parson or by two separate individuals

i = o iy

drawing on common source material. They were, howeyar, not published

until the epidemic was draving to a close and probably had little
bearing. They are interesting, however, from the standpoint that
thay exprnnl certain thgoretical concepts of the disease,

" ,..All my experionce and observation tend to convinge me,
“‘that this 8isorder is & rapid decomposition of the animal
economy; that all the bleod, fliid and fleshy parts of the
system, are iuﬁdtuiy cnnvattad 1ote a watery matter and
fustantly rejected; thst the evacuations ecarry off all the
sutus €rom the interior of the stomach and'bcunls that te
replace this mucus 4is the !trnr'object 40 1ta cure; nmucila-

ginocus drinks a Iz the stfnst and most affectual, i{f not the
only remedies.”

There was published in the Gengspe Fx Fhrmer on eeptamber 1, a
letter from n:u.w; of Hiddlesex, dated Augu¢¥'24:

T consider the bile as the regulator of the bowels,
S0 long as this secretion is hmalthy, and flowe regularly
into thatbowels, they are rarely if ever disgrdared...this
secretion is totally suspended in the Cheplera. To rouse
the bile and lead it into the bowels seens ta e, then, the
Eirst objact in tha cure of the dimnsse.
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fkm il L e 2

“rake: X oz. of gum gamboge
1 oz, of rhubarb
1 os. of sulphate of potash
2 drachms of calomel

F Reduce these to & finé powder...moistan with molasses or
. honey...then form into pills. One or two of these pills
: givenh every two bours in the first stages...will restore

Sk

the natural oxder of the bedy. Two drackms of Tartar eme-
tic, or half an ocunce of Ipecacuhsna may be substituted
for the gum gamboge....the rhuberb will lead it (bile) into
the bowels, the sulphate ef potash vill act as a gentle
diuretic and calemel will promote the gecretions generally.

?1‘163

The idea that the disease was manifestly quite differeat in
different places and deserved varied traatment d§p¢§d$n3 an the course

it tock wags expressad by one citizen who prefaced the letter; "I sm

not a ghysininn and consequently can give no advice wpon a subject mo
:lmpm:'t:sm:"“m‘l All asides to the contrary, he, among many, felt
prone to give advice:

“"In Asia, the digease appeared to be purely of a con-
gestive and hiiibua character, tho spasm only occurring in
the last stage of the disasse. Calowsl, frequently pre-
ceded by au ematic, external frictioms and applications,
and.,.blood letting to equalize the circulatian were for
a time the most effectual vemedies.

"In Buseia the dieease lost most of its bilicus charac-
tar and assumed more of the spasmodic form; hence 1t was
._treated most tffectually vith antispasmodics. In Fraace
" ‘zn entirely nev m of traating the d1lsease was found
necessary. In char&ctar and treatment it has not been 1
the same in any two places. 1

"I would most strenucusly advise everyone mot to give
suy pewerful internal remedy, espacially Bince most of
those before the pubiic would but paralysze the atomach... _ i
the Edinburgh Prescription was wade out(for the) month of :
Decesbar and in s different country and bafutt.any of
ghem‘had seen a single cose.”

43 Cltizen"264 -
Vhether syﬂgimnnf such as this had suy bearing ou the Health Bureau's

decieion to dispatch Dr. Coleman to Montreal is novhere stated.
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'ﬂmre vas lihtle pl.lw::c ﬂn‘r cmnzvativa therapy. A not untomnon
regim vas ptapmdad by nnn, m: W of ﬂw York, who dog-

lutically j.mhhd thnt ',I..hc dhme im wh- 1n;!umd mdundend fatal

by hhﬂdina:mnndwm Bn cldn.d mw treated 528 with

but fout duths and sought to iuduca thc "hw Yorl'- Bmtd of acnlth to

3 appoim: aomne t.o am:lne his priaciples but to no availlﬁs. Bleadins

was the mccapted I:reatmt smi bled tlw paci.entn uould be.
Pramtive muma wag a subjact even more nxuuivuly uult
with than umt.-tmt. Thmtsh the Et.inburgh raport dwalt on this in

8O0 dntai:k. l:hd Md of Physit:i.m conpilad thei: own mod:l.fied nst
' l -—
In uhst:rm. timme

1) Ne nuddm chmmu of liw:l.n.g ei.thu a8 :n diet, nmreisa.
or 'slecp, should be made,

2) Avoid fatigue of bedy and mind. -

3) Uhensver the weather 1s hot, great dlngnr lrim from
too liberal & use of uﬂl&#ﬂn or swall beex; better
suffexr a little chipet ﬂ'um drink ans ocuwnge too mmei o
of liquid of any kind, .

4) Rat wmoderately. -

5). Avoid ﬁwmm“pwﬂth- day has hm hot
and you have been fatigued, 1

6)  Never sleep with your windows raised. %3 or B¢ |

A 1teting froa the Commerciel Advertisey (N.¥.) quoted in the
Cenesce Fermer recoumands (in ebstract): -

+ 1) Cenfidence and submiseion in the day of calmmity.
2) Dry, clean streets,
- 3) Vadtewashing of the habitations of tha poor and removal of
the £4lth from them.
. &) Dispersal of the i{phabitants of crowded inhabitatioms.
5) Removal of inhebitants of cellars end damp situstioms.
G) Circulation of the cars more frequently to remove ofal.
7) Avoidamge of the night u: by uaﬂng ﬂml pext to
the skin,
8) Avotldance of cold bathing 1n a state of perspiration,
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9) Keeping the feet warm and dyy.
10) Avoldance of every species of ardent spirits as a poison,
. with svoldance of iced and acid driunks,
11) Consumption of good beef, mutton, lamb, fresh eggs, rice,
good white bread, biscuit, asparagus, potatoes, peas and
: begns 4f young and tender, iy
12) Avoidance of crowded assemblies, especially &2 the evening.
13) Avoidance of every species of 1,nt,m¢mu.1

A letter from A. H. Stevens published in the Genesee Farmer oa July 21
recoumends (in abstract):

Avoid all those causes which are spt to derange the bowels:

1) Drugs as preventives,
2) Sudden diet change. |
3) All greem watery fruits and vegetables — especially uncooked.
4) JFresh bread
5) Shell fish %o:upe hard clams).
6) Salted meats, smoked meat and fish, :
7) Improper drinks, acid and all other wines and cidex,.
cold drinks, too much drink of any kind or a change of
water or drinks,
8) Over-heating the body or getting heated after food or
drinks. ,
9) Agitating the mind or talking food or drink when agitated.
10) are to the night air if damp or sleeping with the
v open ot in & draft, = .
11) Want of sufficient covering, especially over thg.pbdom.
12) Go to bed cool; don't sit up late; rise uxl!.l 7

J. B. Rhinelander, the Quebec correspondent for the New York Standard
compiled yet another listing which was mblished in the Genesee Farmer.
He also mentions the neceseity of "confidence and "lubmiui.dn"; the
need of sbstinence from alcoholic beverages, green vegstables md‘ umn-~
ripe fruita; the necessity for early hours; the avoidance of crowds,
and sdds: 1 ‘

1) Port wine in moderation should be used when amy symptoms

of oppression or sinking occux.
= p from the streets during the heat of the day.
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3) Never walk in the sun witlhiout am umbrells,

- < . 4)  Avgid lmpure atmosphere.

! 5) Let the cigﬁhing be flaoonel to keep up an action ou
b the skin. _

Dr, Colguan's report to the koard of hanl:hlon July 12 was sluoat
superflucus in light of all that had been written and _publiq_hed‘
already in the Rochester papers. Sinca bils report was of an official
nature, however, it is bast that it be tecorded:

"The ouly featurcs comnected with the spread of Cholera in
Montreal which seemed to he of practical importance are:

1) Logalities where the Jdisesse £irst appeared and proved
aftervards most fatal...occurred in the vieinity of
tie "Creek’ aud low and filthy ground which borders it.

2) Dwellings...the smiserable, low, and ill-veantilated
m“!

3) Busmber of pgrsons crwded together.,.four, five or
gix often diad in ocue house where crowded together,

4) Habits of wen...intemperanes iu eating snd drinking.
It was the current vemark in Moutreal that not a single
druckard seized with the Cholexs nad recovered. 4n
occasionel lutoxication or even the more moderate in-
dulgence of dram-driunking, not ouly predisposed to

.. Cholexa, but excited it in a vast aumber of instances,

5) 1Iu regard to eating...the greatost agency in exciting
Cholera, were radisbes,. sucwnbu:q, currauts, amd greem
pm .»Treph £ish was mid to have produced many cases

.« Fresh pork was cousidered an improper article of
M-.Mquid food, especially the hggth: and soups. ..
were,..consldered a very bad diet,'

In swmary, the principal preventive masns were of four general

classes: 1) Tue usually accepied good health practices, of cleanli-
ness, decressed crowding ia habitations, "early to bed and early to
rise’, avoidance of cryowds, good mental health, moderation in all thiungs,
stc.: 2) aveldsuce of those conditipns wideh were genarally thought to
precipitate colds” and other iufections, e.g., drafts, dawpuess and
geld: 3) aveidence of those things which in any way produced a diarrhea,
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gastritis, vositing, ete., e.g., green fruits, cold drinks, excessive
drinking, acd the 1lika; &) a niscellaneous group for which no appareat
rationale is evident, e.g., avoideoce of radishes, cucumbare, etc.

Concarn over the necessity of aroidiag certain fruits, vegetables,
and senfoud was very geueraslly prevalent. To cite a2 few gquite perfinent
articles pertaining to thie:

“Jamas Bailay, a Herfolk morocce dresser, after being warned

of the peruicious effects of all frults ve%. houe, ate a muak-
molon, and was buried in 24 hours after,'l

"Lating green cornll and that f Cholera times, Psving stones
have this sdvantage over 'green comm', that they will not swell
gor turn sour in the stomach; and the parson whe should gel the
Cholera from using thes: last vamed gdibles, would have so much
on the eide of ptu«nehﬁhat madickl wen have not especially
prohibited their use.”

“A.nnilox was seen reeling aloug the streets net long since

with a pinsapple in his hand. Someone esked him what he had.
“Cholera Horbus'', he replied, A?d so it proved. For in leas

than 24 hours he was a corpse.’l 1 :

"A labouring aan of very correct habite, bought four water-

nalons & few days eince, on account of their unusual cheap-

ness, and ate two of "them, hdghthmhmnpeendhe

was attucknd by the Cholera and died.’

"Should the Cholers continue until the gemeral crop of peaches
~yipen, wea fear that meay will not have control emough over their
appetities to ’gctain entirely from them, whatever may be the
consequenca, 274

Prouw sdating crabs, three deaths were reported in Harlem, twe {n
Yorkville; from eating plumbe, one death réported; and from eating
vatérmelon, an sdditional deathl’3, A quotation from the Philadelphia
gp__e_t_:_gg_ gou uﬂ: as to mu ﬂmt p-ac.hu fed to a horse resulted
in viohnt spasms ‘and all thu uml:m of the Bholara in the pvor horsel74;
another Teport states that s hog in Daltimore died of Cholera from eating

‘ uumlm'uf' .
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Ia New York the fear wae ao resal that the sale of sresun commn,
green frult, tucushets, atc., was féf%idéenby 1awl76. The Romao
Catiholie Zdsbhops of lew York and Philédalphia peroltted thelr
parisghicners t0 e3t meat at aaj t%ﬁe to veplace the restricted green
vagetableaj‘n ; |

low 414 the diamdase extend itgalf from wan te =saw, from commuuity
to comaunity, acroes a broad, unpopulated expange such as thg Atlisntic
Ocean? This would seen to be tie crux of the problem —— that to be under-
stood before any cemsisteat preventive measures could Le taken. Yet,
this question was never neﬁtlu%ﬁ nor was there s cousistent postulate
with subsequent series of pruventive meegures taken. Thare were many
suggestions and many ideas, but the preventive ueasures subscribad to
waere guite non-specific, actually, io layge pert, inconsistent with
the mction taken., It was a@s thouph one faction wrote on the cauvde and
spread of the disease and anothar faction decided how to prevént its
ingress. In roadiang the various theorias proposed, it i1s well to keep
in mind the various nulsance ordinances and suggested preventive measures
advocated by the village, and to recall that the village and state had
éat;blighed; ﬁgﬁgn;&ally; a gsfﬁqn of defense asainst€h§ infected.

Dr. Colewnan suhaifzeé to the Board of Health, an.ﬁuly i2, his
findings of the methed of ingresa of the Cholera into t'{tm:real: {in
ahsttaca)‘

“Dr, Robinson, & physiclan..., kept a diary...showing the

prevailing winds {and) he had obaserved a remarksble toadency
in diseasas to assune an anomalous cheracter for wonths before

e e e et e e < e Y s
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‘the Cholera becaye generzl in Houtreal. From the fivst of
Hay wntil the widdle of June, eastérly winds prevailed wach
more than during the same time in any previous year... EBowels
complainty were Now mOTe cotinon thin ustal in thése wenths.
L € 3 late ril)..a case eccurrad in the practice of Dr. Robinson
“etvieh ibited. . .the syrptows of Asiatic Cholera...Twd other
aqually well-marked case¢s fell under the notice of Dr. Robinson
““soon after. All these ‘cases.....terwinated fatally is less than
24 hours. Dr. Steyenson, Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in the
University of Montreal. statos that he eaw throe cases of the
Asiatdie variety beforo the 29¢h of April. Dr. Tolues,..says that
¢casea of the Cholera had occurred in the suburbs of Hontreal
before the arrival of a single amigrmt. ‘Dr. Nelson, Reslth
Commisgioner 6f Montreal, states...'Without a shadow of 4 doubt,
the ‘disease existed in mnmql ‘Before we had any intercourse
with {nfected countries®.,.‘several cases broke out n April;
after vhich the dimesse disnym and agaic broke out 4in a
wlld form io June “.ght days before the srrival of the Voyageur)
-+ - auong natives who had 11tt1¢ ‘$f 1o intereourse with tha port'*37%,

with & report such as this, it Would ‘seem more comsistent to merely
enjoin the usual good health 'messures and forget all elsé. The con-
clusion that c"h'a'vina,q éei:‘u n-gqndblc vag rather génerally prevalent:

" “This disessé 1s epidemic: it is atmoepheric...Zasteérly winds
bih constantly for forty daye towards Quebec and cmﬁg}ﬂmly
the tained (tmsphm Egrope nrﬁmd &t our shores."

“Every patson iu (Ontario and thbnc) was affected by the
gana prmitcty symptons,,.T may nfaly B4y, mot one person
es&aped them,..these seusations were gemeral in persons who
waro tmty atles distant froa tha disease. "79

: %mhmmmtwmm.mu:m
wﬁldi will blow concagt putnan« through our streets
and MMMHM

And there wére proofs md quttn ‘detailed umaﬂc theory:

“At Newcastla, England, 4 kite was sent into the air with
a piace of meat, fmm&oet and @ small loaf of bread.
Ittm:lnid(nth.li.tl‘:m when it was brought to the
ground, it way fouhd fhat the fish and meat were in a putrid
state gnd the loaf, un.der the micrescepe, was pervaded with
legions of snimalculse. 181
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ﬁmwn&emhtummwwpr@wtm“dm
@' Cengpes Farper editorial; note a unique twist in the concept of
there baing an excass of carbonic scid gas:

"If wa judge the cause of this disease by its e ﬁflctl,
we should (hcludn) that our atmosphere contained,

tise, tmmuapmnumafmbmmlﬂdm. and con-
pequently thaye was a want...of oxygen, or vital alr, suffi-
cisnt and neceasary to support snimal life...no one has ar-
rived at that degree of perfection, that has enabled him,

£o detect eny material variation in the propertion of thn

coustituents of it; but that there is sn alteration suffi-
ecisnt to engender dissase, all will readily prove.

"Now, the changes in the animal feelings, (pressure) st
the ltaue.h and lungs, vertigo and head pains), and the color
and consistence of the blood, are the same in the present
disesse, that would take place ware the patient made to
bresthe, an artificial atmosphere, in which thare was too
(-;r.h) urbmic acid gas

dhinhdur&ngthnduytm have the property
of de:oqml:lng (the carbonic acid gag) and retaining the
carbon and sending off the oxygen; during the night...give

.ﬁtmammcmm,uumumm:o_

be necessary to decompose it. So far, this theory would

--agvee with the advice of physicisns, 'to avoid the pight air’,

as it contalns wove cgrbonic acid than during the day.

"A suitsble proportion of animals and vegetables, act
upon the mhnu, for the mutual benefit of each othnr'
animals inhaling the atmosphere, retaining the mtn
gliving off wm...l’.f there 4s eny country in this

necessary equilibrium has been destroyed, by an ovar-population

and want of vegetation, it is Asia.

“Men who ware particular in their meteorological observations,

mmmm;lwﬂoﬁymtamlpnamof
Cholera, there was a prevalence of Rast wind, for an unusual
length of time;...if 80, then we may hope that as vegétation
resumes. its sctivity, after midsummer, whem 1t seems to suffer
8 certain gyncope, thgu the heal equilibriwm of our present
; phere may ba"mzoud whlcl:h’uhwld it teke pince, would
mwitionnhnuukm %
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‘Under thesge circumstauces would not an attempt to form
au artificial stmosphare for a patient laboring under Cholexa,
in which theré was an oxtra quantity of oxygen, be advissble;
or might it not have & salutary affect, fg aliow thea te
breathe, f.or a short t'!me pure azygan?" (in abstract)

| Without blin.!_r.!.ng_ an fsyelagh. the Cenesee Farmer, just seven days and

one ipsue later, axplaimﬁ’ Rochadater's epldenic in terms of the wind,
atntina tha: aaccm:atn mtaorolegicnl tables lnd been kept for three
| years and in 1832 "'*ﬁw wind during ‘the month (of August), has beea

wore uniformly from western direction, than has been noticed during

a paﬁed of thm years dmnrvat‘!.on “133

A lass 'prnnlmt idaa 'nﬁ that thare exlated some cbauae in the
nature of the }.igh_t in the aky. the clouds, and variaua other natural
phenonena which were unique to the year 1832, How many subscribed to
this {des cmnnot be ascertained, but it is probable that there were

not many. The article as abstracted was pristed both by the Rochester

R e U e

Gen and the Genesee Farmer who had pilfered it Zvom the Commercial

Advertiser (N.Y.), who, in turn, had copied it from the Courler and
Express (N.Y.). The idea received broad circulation, 1f nothing else.

"1, Hature, properties, and color of the LIGHT have been re-
warkable and unusuzl, ever since Whitsun Sabbath, June 25.
Siuce then, (the light) has...lost in golor and vividress,

< and tuffmd 2 gradual flﬁi.ng 80 that all disgant, objects
" appest more distmdt snd less distinet,

“2. In the same per:lﬁd of tite I have observed a very permanent

c*2 snd persisting mist to the sast, coverisg at least x of the
sky, and lying ander the bﬁ.gtxmt sunshine 1ike a thin
white drift.

“3. The clouds which are floating mr us, raraly and but
trauslently, assume the rounded snd cumulate form., They
do not invite that principle of heat and rarefaction
which under our Juné and July suns used to dispiay them
4n fantastic and capricious union anéd expausiocn...Now
and for weeks past the Air camnot brace them; the edges
grew ragged and divergent, they are carried along by the
wind and stratify in masses.
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Y4, There uever‘wae a sedson with fower thunderstetms: and
there have been no sunwer-evening electric flashes.
‘What rains @€ have had| have come after & low rumblifng
of thunder, as if the skies were all one spouge of
loovsened wvapox.

"5, The hue of the sky...has begen .'I.att:erly m:lfo‘mly pule...
théri 1- 2 sﬂ%ry epatity."‘

- The e&m in the appearancs 6f the hesvens cannot be
denied...The propertics of thé Mahi- have thas d&tariarat\ed
for the last six wesks.

T The ‘stur has been '#hamofhisﬁew‘ dﬁdwehavehen
living, 98 it were, ;ln the fiﬂit utepa of m uhn&dﬂ of an
eclipae. Wi

Y cannot imﬁm £ mﬁh noye w.tmly sublime than
v+ . ¥his extensive sad half-deferted éfty...under the awe
and solicitude of ispending datge? waidh £1l1s the mdnd,
and ispresses tha ‘aix of ‘the yewdlning fuhabitants. The
vast lixes of edificas, under the pallor of the erdpusdular
synshine, .. the ‘ekies and the aily blanched 18 laster, tle
streéts whitened, and comparvatively loaely, ‘and the eeati-
ment of vaculty and vastness inereased not alene by the
deserticn of ‘places ©f rmsert, but mainly by that dim,
feeble, zud iemperfect radimnce effused over the narth. Ve

‘are. dn;s-‘:iud of ‘our 'dua stimtilus of Ji3ht, our organs

waste and suffer, while those who are the leasst able to re-
sist this decay of ‘their vital powers bacome ¢ha prey...”
1,84 185

A le:;tar ftom Ulaus in Buffslo, daced August 14 confirms thcae

mmginat:lue nmplcinna. Bo sgrees uitH the sr.atamt.n mda ahout the

l‘utze. etc.. and mtiuuea'

"A pale dreasy ligm: like the sun helf-eclipsed has con-
stituted eurv day. asd a slugglsh, sombwe. shadow has thrown
4 ' medancholy ook upoun Quy mm« far a mmmtm x
mwt ‘seen this-sumeer, oo

Brute animals Have dn fraqutnt mt:mucs ma&m a iw
m past, buen discovered with some of the appeavanees witleh
ogcut {n the prevailling Cholera...Animals have been found..,
when killed to diacharpe little or no bloed, and when opened,
the hisod was sattled in black and caagulntad wasses naar
the heart, and the region of the stemach filled with ita watery
parts and other secvetiong of the system. Is 1t not 'ao_ in-
fluence unseen that creeps gbroad and polsons the air’ .186

e
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Howevar, there waa the odd nkaﬁtic who couldn't quite acecept the
theories of the peculfar light, and stated so iu rather vitrielie
terms: i

"It is pot necessary to imagine...that the light should
lose ite properiies becavse some hypochundrlac imagines him-
self 'etiolated plamt'. I have taken a prison and ascertsined
that the (red and yellow) rays sre as brilliant as.,.usual and
occupy the pame space in the spectrum. The atnmosphere during
the latter part of Jume and to the (middie) of this month was
remarkably clesr...I bave rot yet communicated with the animal
oriinsect tribes sud therefera do not know whether the usual
fire and vivacity of the former pr the animation of the latter
ne., . soxtraordinary changes.

”Suppnin; it to ba true that,.,.the absence (of yellow
in the sunshine) is the cavse & the Cholera, with just as
much probability, wmight it be supposed that the pyranids of

Egypt werae built by pygmies,..or that a cloudms smmer's day
wvas the certain forerunner of an earthquake?’

V:l.rtu-iiy all that was recorded and published considered atmos-
haric chnngea noxious effluvia. and a variety of what - not along
thiu line. Patuzoxunlly, though cansiderablc megsure wWas t.nken to
prevent the 1ngrala of infected coutacts, it was a rare man who con-
tmdud that the diaanu was actually spread in thia maumey. Such a
th&oty, wtitten by a European, J.B. Kerk, 4.D., did filter into the
Bochester papers —- a singular instane;= '

"the effluvia from the excretions of an individuel having

Plarrhema Chelerics, may communieate to another predisposed

porson the most develeoped form of the diseamse...When we con-

u.du how long we will travel with the Dlerrhosa Choleriea..
Efgfual march of the dreadful malady is at once asteounted
for,

|
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Heedless to say, thera ware a few who wers themsélves somewhat
baffled by tha diverse barxage of tysatwents, theorles, ete. Such
a parson was ''Alenxo’, who, in a letter to the editor, said (in

abstract):

“}. When I sge Physiclens disputing about a disease which
is as well marked as Malignant Cholera, some calling it
Chalara ausd o;hexn aennthiag.aLan,,I think aome @f them
must he ignorant ox dishonest.
2. When I hear all the Phyniciana saying the Cholera is
not contagious; anc all the people saying it 1a con-
tagiocus, and dcting accordingly, I think it's time to
. vodn the charsctar of the profesaien or lewsr the...
 knowledge of the people. :
“3, When Physicists beoome cpol, mq.a pnd cullqetad md reason
about the treatment, L think thae mortality will be less. 189
But to raturn to the epldemic itself, as it moved cloger with ever
greater genace, O June 26, it was reported in Port ﬂqpaggg, &nd In
Bra:kvilleigi; in EHH‘YGIk City oz June 2?1923 and on the same date
in Erle, 23,193. where it had been carried by emigrants on shipboard:
ov Juna 28, Zraatford ' and Ogdensburghl >; July 2, Ganonoque -teported
e¢ases; Albany on July 3196i Cibbonwville, July 5197; Gresnbush and
Detroit, iﬁly 7198; Sencca Falls, July 6199; Buffalo, July 10209,  The
epldemic was apaaben;ly ot coatainad By~aay prgwgnLiva meaau:as§ and
‘4t @oos becawe avident that for other than guagraphic roezgoens, the
pao;le had cauge fnr apprahansinn. | :
A rnpott frou ontreal Btates: 'We wish we could gay that none
but tba vurthlasa 14 ouy community bad fallea victima..hut nany familias
of yvespectable standing have to mourn the loss of frelatives) whose lives

end habits were most repular and temperate.”zOI Ancther report states
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that two-thirds of the mdictl men had bean attacked?¥<: and a nota
. fros Plattsburgh?03 e SR B Al Rk A e quh ranis il Pgure. 15
1 thesge reglons.’

E “ A guotation fyem a Mehtresl paper iu the Daily Advertiser states:

] 7 "prest purbera have left town to fly from a disease wihleh

; has now spread itself almest over the whole surface of the

"~ aarth, (To fly) is a3 hopeless a8 to attewpl te fly from
tihe presence of the Divine Beiﬂg.“m

From the Hmtraal Gam:m

[P cherey ..-*q.

The mtaiity of eﬁu‘lm 1w Hﬁntual is nine tims srester
than in Pards snd sixteen tines groater than in London,

The continent of North America will be ltmgk with ararement
at this Mul m:ruifﬁtm of hﬁm life ¥

Fros Moutreal:

“The panic is over in great degrea: one ¢p tot meet with
ﬁead 'badies by &om in all drections.” &)

From Hew ‘!fark‘
“Our city s rapidly emptying of 1tz inhabitants, and every

day we seern to sec B less snd lass nusber nboa the atreets
...1/3 to 1/2 of our populatien is misaing."?

“ From Kingston:
“M1 communications by wnmr'...‘haw been cut’ off, aud a
British zrmed vesselis ﬁgnchma off the harbm: with orders
to stop every craft.’
-Any hu&&én'daitha wore luvestigated with extreme coare, as fear
grew gmong the populace:
“A boarder at a hotel in Albany intenticnally committed

_sulcide by taiing lsudsnum. He left a scrap of paper
li.gnad by nimself as fellows: ‘not the Choleral'210
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"The sudden death of z man at Troy wae imvestigataed at autopay
by ten physicians whe testiffed tihat he dled of caye pepper
vagetable powder pelsoning - & victie of quackery.”

the Board of Health sought constautly to reassure the villagers
with dadly pdyipgpgi rﬁp@?ts gtgging, féﬁ& prnsant,s;ite of health in
this village Lz at ne forwer peried at t&iﬁ season of thg,ye&? been
more pevfect.’211 aut all was uot peaceful:

'The Beard would respectfully warn their fellow citizans
against the gxaggoerated and in many instances malicious xe-
ports put in circulation by gvil disposed or gggw;ed persous

“as to cases of Cholera hetai ior as to the landing of infected
persons oa our lake shore.’

‘The avidity with which news 1is ht by all clagaes during
the presaut paﬂic randg{g the ac vated spaad of the mails
paculiariy acceptable.

“The prevalent alurs excludes from the State...a cousiderable
porticn of the truvelers,.,.while a’pastilantigl torrant 1s
_,_éelusinz :ha land with apprehension awnd woe,

“The excitement and alerm, particul&rly_jn the suxts*gding
Lonﬁtty is. ..altoaether pramatufe and uanecessary

And, aianat ﬁﬁtivtltﬂitfcally;I¢§mg kh¢‘aﬁﬂaunAe:qnt without
fanfare 'or hqadliﬁeﬂ ot Jh;y 121

g, paid, Drs. Oralizm dnd Hillerviﬂited the danal boat,
Tendssee and fouid on board a colored men recovering from
a0 ﬁttank nf chclarn Harhua.....?hefn.wns 0o cﬁuse for ularm. 216

l

Tbn :tngla case 6£ th- Ghaiera wis nﬁt further diauclstd in the ilssue.
The nan hdd nbt laft canal boat, ua had nnt circulétﬁu in the tow.
The yﬂgﬂlaeu wiita& and uﬁndnted uhough‘nat for long. Tha Board of
fiealth repnrtad o the ﬁllming day !

%mneibntn '

I bave fust beﬁﬁ~callad to sae 4 traveler by the name of
Bdward Peaganll, at the house of Mr, ‘Polly, St. Paul Street,
suld to hdve the Cholera. It 4s even go...He t: g peddlar
from Michigur - Weut to ¥ew York to buy goods «- left
there on the €1fth inst, —— on the eixth was in Albany --
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“on the eighth inst., was seized witu diarrhea, had nauses
‘ol govasionally ~= oa the eleventh arrived in this village -~
on the twelfth (this morning) took 2 llght breakfast,.--
soon after which he went b the office of 4.3. lauce, Rotanic
Phystclan, eatd he had nymt.ery. and wished a dome of madicine:
2 cathartic wag ﬁm&«-— et 10 o'eloek A M, was seized with
violemt puripdwy. vomlting and ‘wpasms of the eﬁtmmitiu» He
esme ou the cansl boat Favre, Traders Line.  Urs. “Colaman,
Elweod, Baekus, Snlth and others Liave also seen the case and
all agrea that it :‘m Halignant Cholera.
- ¥.W. Reid. Health offteery ?37

Withir & day he was dead, but the Beard, seekiny constautly to
avold @ panic, veassured ‘the psople that the man hod hedu a boetwman on
the Genesen gnd ‘@ known “hard drinker'? 18,

‘Howewver, the Gotaniek Physician, referred te in whar he felt
to be dertizatory terws, replied in the person of & lettor from
“T, Hamilten” to the Antimessonic lnquirer, presengiing a somevhat
c:iffemt slant“ tin abatract)

‘Isml m:-soll cene to the nfﬁca of Dr. Luze and te-~
quested me to give him a portion ef physfck, Later, haar*
tng that e was severely ix:ﬂhpond ¥ called to ses him -
mdtmtﬁudmhﬂhnthu‘ {ug, pain aud epasms :
stopped. T, Luce’ Mn'. Warren came to assist. Bowm
the patient was subjected to repested examinations by’ Eif
fevent physicians, one after ancther until he becameé coh-
giderably fatigued by such frequent :lntarmt!m Bt thie’
wotrst of all...is that' Dr. Reid...efiterad ‘the roow in the
sbgence of Dr. Luce end Warven, aot ia that complacent way
witich charatterizes every ;ent.l.m, but wore like the ig-
sorant precender...mid ¢lalied the right te remove the man
where he pleased, or preseribe for him as ke thought pro- , ;
par:’ He then signingt the remenstrances of (gll)...deslt - i {
out his medicine wbich...he acknoulaedged to be a tablespoon

nt ps,regwie aml 20 graine of calml.

"ﬁtd? Dr. Lusce returnad, he tald nr. Reid he was afraid Lha
calomel would kill the man if he could net get it away.

Dr. Beid replied, 'lle guedsed it would and puupt it out

of him 4f you ean', He then left the man to come to the very
ond. ., We shall soon see the little weak and flegible Redd,..
dsshed beadlong to tha ground and in its placa shall rise
the tree afﬁ%barty...uhoac leaves and virtues shall heal
the vorld.’

=
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Mr. T. Eamilton was fighting a losing battle against a popular Dr.
Reid, for the following issue of the Inquirer stated:

“We have offended a large portion of the community by pub-
1lishing the letter of T, Hamilton., We did not sanction the
statements, We mpologize for having contributed to {mpair
the confidence of their vigilant Health Officer. A more
honest and competent professional man (we are assured by ,
friend who is well acquainted with him) casnot be fouad,' 220

Not until September 25 was wore on the first death divulged, but
this was truly a vivid, sensitive account, granting to us one of the
few very personal insights recorded during the epidemic. The writer
signs his neme only as "A", but it may be presumed from the records
that this vas Ashbel Riley il ' 'at thie time serving om 'the Board of
Health, as Assigtant Health Officer and as s member of the Hospital
Commitree:

"Ierael Pearsoll, just returned from New York, was on July
12, 1832, at 10:00 A.M., walking about tha streets, whem,
in a sudden he was attacked with that fell destroyer, the
Cholera. It was about 6:00 in the evening, when I first
sav him -~ he was in that dreaded stage of the disease called

' the collapse, with his skin blue, hands shriveled, eyes sunk
and glarxing, axtremities cold ami deathly as the grave itself;
he continued in this situation growing, however, colder and
colder, until the icy hand of death was fully laid upon hiwm.
This was about 10:00 at night — numbers flocked to see, what
one would be likely to thivk, by their actions, was something
more than a dead man; but few continuwed, to,.,lay him in his
coffin. Then all forsook him but thres and his landlord, who
ware the only ones te convey him to tha grave, one of whom went
in quest of the grave digger. At sbout eleven, he was found,
troubled in wind, snd all alive on the subject of Cholera. The
question was put, 'Will you dig a grave?"

"Yes'', he replied, with trembling words, "I will dig the grave
but will not fill ic.

"Vary well...have it ready by two o'clock."
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“Ar 2:00 it was found we had not help emough to...convey the
corpi ko the grave...for vemerbsv,...the corpse before us
wmust be consigned to the grave befors morning, for tha hene-
£it of the liviag, N '

“But it was secn decided that ote ahould get a team, and

call up a man who., .would asslst: he ceme with willing step.
"My mind instinctiyely thought on what I was doing -~ conveying
to the grave the first one who had fallen {r a villape of
12,600. And when I zeflected, too, that 1f the disease was
comtagious, I was now doing what some ‘other might have to do
for me hefore another uight was gone, I must ackuowledge it
£4lled the mind with thoughtsisolems as eternity... With
‘these thoughts we procceded to the grave, which we found dug,
but no one to assist in the cevemony of burlal, which we per-
formed ivn silence, and each raturned to his home to Eeflact

on who should be the nhxt'gghﬁig;yigﬁhghg;qgg;gqg,“2

From July 12 to July 15, thero vwere four veported cases and

two deaths. In additfon, numerous had the "ordinary Cholera Morbus”,
vhich cases were aot claseiffed then, or throughout the epidanic,
as the so-¢alled Malignent Ch°13r3323.22§,225_ The Board of Health
in nid-September in a' summary of the Rochester epidemic gtates:
A very great preportion of our citisens hava beeu afflicted
with diarrinoed and other sysptoms agually deacuwinated
premoniitory, At severdl wedlegl offices, from five to thircy
d¢fterent ihdt{igualn“?tre_&atlj preacribed for, for nmore
than a momth, '™ ?
1f, in adcéition to this sross approximation, the number of those
vho frequanted the ss-called quacks, Bdtanicg doctora and the like
be added, it is 1ikely that a pumber severzl times that ordinarily
quotad suffered fo a graater or lesset degres.
From July 16 to July 23, there weré no reported éases of

the true Maligoent &hﬁlﬁra‘ and the foard of Healthenuticusly began
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to reiterate that the city was at no time healthier. All had con-
cluded that :hq disease they. g agtn vux Cholers lorbus, but could ;
1t lesve thm city with enly two dnaxhs emd four ceses?

Meanwhile, Platafield?®?? and whvash’ Hew Jersey??® seported
cases on the 1ith and 12th, respééti;éle'Liﬁerﬁaol'oa the 13tr?29
Philanelphin on the 16th230 Syracusé on the 17tn231, 'rmy on the
19¢th ané Lockport on the Plaeasl; CUReRaT

nut; on July 25, two more cases aud two more deaths were recorded,

233,234

and on the follawlng uay, ynt ‘two rora cases ; and it socon be-

Ceme svidant that Kocheater was et to be 1ightly spared.

"oﬁ”:niy 287 a notabls breach of the quarantine regulation aud

defensivé cordon along the cenal was commltted, which exhibited, at
the same cima. A rathgr elccptiﬂnai humnnitarian sesture on the part
of the hcalth lnthoritles

T

'The Weatern Bn:ge loft Albany on the 20th with 56 passengers,
Bnglish, Irish, 3wiau enigrapta.' 'From the situation the boat
was in wheo aba arrived iv this village, she must have been
, extremuely foul and unpeulthy when, she. left Albgny." Eight
; niles gast of Utica, the Captaln died of Cholera. At Perinton,

& woman died and was buried there, ‘The passengérs tried to
; lané their ba;;agc for the last BO. miles of’thei; passage, but
ware always preveated by th¢ inhabitauts.' Arrvived in Pittsford
on the 26th — here another passeuger died and was burled and
, three other persous were fouad to be sick. The thrse were taken
off the boat. anc pxavidcd for -~ two of them dled before morning.
The. boat uiLh the emaini peosengars then was taken to the
west paxt of the vill;nn . where the passengers were takeu
from the boat. Three of ¢thon mickened and one d1ed, The sick
were put In the hospftal The boat has been drawn out of the
canal and cleansed. Had the poor unfortunate passaengers been
refuse! a landing heré, aud had been compelled to contloue on
to Buffalo, very many of then wust have peristea by the way.
“The Board has been fnfeormed that thiere are sowe peracns in
Wew York and Albany, connscted wlti: the transportation business,
“on the Hudson and on thé Srie Canal, who have undertaken to
gend to Huffalo soveral thousand foruiqn emdgrante and many
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1

'of them are now actually on qggﬁcunal. This conduct can- |
not be too severaly ecensured.™

What {ufluence this ingress of the Cholera-carrying travelers had.
o8 the Rochester epidemic, can only be specuiated on. However, it
14 a rather fﬁte?éating coincidence that the epidenic becane
darkedly widespread fn Rochester, comparatively, immediately after
the landing of thesa peopla. (See chart following page .) That
there were many wio took an oxtremely nogative view of this act can-
not be doubted, for the Board of Health, withiﬁ'a'ﬁnék paiéed the
following restrictive nedsures which' uera very specifically aimed at
one thing ~- the prevaution of a sinilar occnrrencc-

"I, No canal boat or river bnat shall be permitted to be
laid up or remalo within thae willage of Rocbester for
a longer space of time than 24 hours umless exanmined

: and inspected by Dr, Wa. Reid, Health Officer, ar A.

Riley, assistant to salcé officer.

"2+ If found to he infected s0 as to andanger the hvzlth of

: any person, he shall direct sald boat forthwith removed
to soe place without the bounds of tue wvillage, there
to remain until thoroughly disinfected. In case the
person having charge of such boat shall neglact or re-
fuse to remove such beat when so ordered, the Health
Gfficer oxr his aanisfgvt shall {mmediately cause the
Bame to be removed.

“fhe Healch Conmisiiﬁbar is'directad-ﬁn azn%iﬁé at the ex-
1, treme lime of the willege all canal beoata having emigrants
or sick persons om board: and that he take the nccessary

., ‘Bteps Lo prevent thaeir landing, or im suy way coming im con-
tact with our citizens. 238

ot lonﬂ after, Assistant Healtl Officars vere appoinzed whoaa -

duties were ''to san that the boats lyinq n: tha (variaus basins and

ddcks) ahd the basias theﬁselvcs are kept clean, purified and free

[
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from iafection'; agein reflecting the finanelal restrictions of the
Board, the boat owners wers te provide the guick lime Maaary239.
'rha Hu;lth Gmuiu.ionet until the 28th of Juiy was 'a Mr. Hsywcd

but at this dal:u a new Commigaioner was nppoineed £n thu purson of the
37 year cﬂ&d sshhal Riley. That thia sppointmn: cane but wo days
after the breeech of quarantise by the Western Barge ‘ts worthy of ‘mote,
though records of the time make no statement of explanation for the
switch, ~Ashbel Riley, though not a medieal man; was subsequently
lauded everywherns as the hero of the epidemicim'z“. Vocationally,

he was a contractor a;nd*{:uildﬁzaﬁ. a real estate agcntz“’s, land owner
and spectlatorl®®  village c;rmarz‘ﬁ. and Colonel of the 18th Regiment
of Rifles in the New York State M1liti1a?%47, Of Riley ome historian
seys, he was "very active, somewhat ultra in religious and reform
wovenents, raady to spend time, money and strength for any cauge' 248,
The cnpﬂa_qmgf_if eminant Dr. Eﬂ_ﬂui_l‘!q_l:.t 'Koore.'.-_ aged 19 at- the time

of the epidemic, later stated, 'He was the braveat man Eochuatet.evar
kmew. 249 It was Riley who attended the first case and during the
epidenic reputedly placed in coffins 80 of the 118 to dte®% 232, m,
picture we obtaln is that of a dynamic personage, with almost excessive
vitality; probably, the best posaibla if not the inevitably forced cholce
for Health Commimsioner under the circumstances. Yet, surprisingly 1f
thgmany astories be true, the only published tribute accorded him was
priunted in 1832 in the Bochester Repiiblican, which marely expressed
thanks to Colenel Riley and the Board of Health "for their exartions’ 23,
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The villagers' raaction to the api.duic was, secording to
the Board of Health, qulu nbjutiva u.d nu-em:nlhdl

"The sick in no case hluu.bq_m m.d ox M;l.nud
Strangers have net been drivea from ws, There has beem no
fleaing of families; oo closing of steres and offices; no
‘suspension of busiuess...We ;g‘m citizens to retusm, o
undargo the uuond ssasoning.”

The nport. hn.n queted was R!Mly a bit miu' thnn what mtually
oceuryed.

A reported 1,000 fled town (255,256) including an unashamed
John Q' Donoughe : v '

"ow that the Cholera has disappeared, the subscriber would

sost respectfully inform gh, community at large, that he

has sgain returmed home,''4> : _
And business wes far from normal (the following from the editor of
the Rochester Gem):

“T0 MY SUBSCRIBERS - .

‘Ia @ time ltke this, when dtnm and duth have spread

a ganeral gloon over all the place, and ouxr local business

is greatly stagnated, Imtnmmmmmmdtyo!

an {smpdiate...payment.”

A.n anpouncement was made in the papers that no jurors would be
called fox the United States Circuit or District Courts” . For
or.hn ‘busdpassnen, ntd- from thnm“, botanicks and patent

ndidm nhﬂnn there nu n few huinau advantages created by

‘zhe epidemic. The various bathing hwuses and "spring houses’ were

popular, perhape for two reasons: 1) thera were therapeutic advantagese
reported, and 2) the bouses were outside the city. A report from the
Avou Board of Health toward the end of the season indicates that the
Avon Springs establishments, 15 miles from Rochester, received many

of the 1,000 that reportedly fled the eity?90,
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"During the past seasou, the public houses, st the village
of Weat Aven and at the Sprxings, have been much thronged.

A very large proportion of the visitors bave been from in-
fected districts. Mamy have been suffering from that state
of the digestiva organs which is gaid to be indicative of
the approach of Cholexs...I can say with counfidence that
all have been benefi{tted, and most of them permanently, by
the usa of the waters of our Minexal Spriage...These waters
are of thae hydro-sulphurcous class, and (resemble) those of
Harrowgate in England..,.It was the opinion of the culehrated
Euglish physician Dr. Armstrong, that sulphureous waters
act paowerfully on ell of the sacretory organs of the body..
As altarnarive medicines he considexrs them as supazior to
Calomel, in the removal of chronic disease.’

3 "We have, then, within the precipcts of our town a preven-

' tive which may be used in all cases with perfect safety:

and I freely hazard the opinion that after the uae of the

wvater forme week, no parson could be attacked with Cholers."260

Secondary locations nesrer Rochester received less popular

support despite having all the supposed advantages of the famed
sulphur water and despite frequent advertisements in the daily papera:

‘"Many of the inhabitants of our village are not aware that
~we have within four miles a miperal spriung like those of Avon
“and proncunced equally efficscious by our most respectable
_physicisms..lMr, Claveland runs & ¢oach to snd from the spring

twice each day at the -agﬁnt- charge of three shillings for

a passage out and back.'

"Would it mot be advisable, when by the progress of disease
business is’ partially suspended, instead of walking our
streats, ovar-heated by the dixect and raflectéd rays of
the sun, congregating in groups, and adding to their fears
by coustaat conversition about the Cholera, for to
resort to such places as the (Hm::oe Sprl.n; liouse) 7

Sona mtorprhi.n; merchant cpenad yet mther in Rochester. It was
termed the Rochester Sulphur Springs but does mot allude to the use

of sulphur in its baths:
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"+aothe Bathing Houso, situated on the south side of Buffale

St., is pow open. That Bathing hae & tendeney to promnte

and preserve health, there remains not a deubt; it cleanses

the skin, and opens the pores afid causes s free perspiration,

which ia essentiz) to health — it is recommended by the

Board of Health at Edinburgh és 4 praventive of the Cholera."263

Not until the end of the epldemie did the Roard of Health publicly
state that all was not normal in business de social affairs:

"The prevalente of the Maligriant CHnlafl in this’ villlge !ut

the last six weeks, has,..suspefided the usual intercourse

between citizans of the neighboring country and curselves...

The usual business of the place has'c cgg:zutntly...snffuf-ﬂ no

1hcou-idnrib1h dathngeuant and injury.”

Qlyeholqpically, d!nxtl'of dbﬁnrﬁdl”busine!s 11£¢i ete,, was well
couceived but fears of tha papulnaa ht:&.difftcult ‘to nlievixtu in
light of all that had g&aviouaiy baen prtntcd t%lavan: ﬁb tha‘wnrtulity
of the Chnla:a aiseﬂkera._

The Board was sble to establish n hﬁﬂpital by at lsast July 17,
though the first deﬁtﬁ was nnt.tupurted ﬁhara until Jnly 26355
Rochester's firse haupital was locatnd on ‘Browvn Street od the banks
of the Erfe Canal 1s'a converted cooper's atip BEI8L 34 iguatatiad
by threé or four nuraas and superineandﬂﬁ by a Cﬁnltihla Scsh Simmons268,
Not auti:uly adeqaatl,ﬁhysiaally; it is recorded that ths hospital was

"often fillad na ovarflowing. the deaé and the dying lying upon the

y ntrsw pallats and on the ground‘zﬁg Tha villagero were a bit appre-

hﬁmiva gbout going to tiw hospitnl :‘egard.‘lng rmval to the hospital
as the first part uf an ﬁnavitable route to the grawo. One young female
;egghar_had a card affixed to her belt atating. “If Mias L— ghould be
taken with th§.Chale¥a in the street, don't take her to the hospital

but to her boarding houae.'270
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In addition to the hospital, the Board sought certain smpty
houses in which to house the poor whom they felt had besn exposed
to the disease. The temper of the village is nowhere better
demongtrated tham in their reaction to the erection of these houses,
and to the estsblisbed hospital:

“hmpmnnazmmn.mmmuzm
it nscessary to have at command some empty houses into which
they could vemove poor families who wers unsble to provide
homas for themselves, and who in hsalth themselves were in
exposed and unhealthy situatious. They also found it almost
impossibls Lo progure houses for that purpose in ths willage,
as there are but few empty tenements, and such as were empty
the owvners wers ugwilling to let Saisuch families. The
Board therefore agreed with Col. Rilsy, to put up three
ssall bouses on his own lend; ou the west bank of ths River,
near the south bound of the village, which they were to have
of for that purpose. These houses were net in. any
used as hospitals for the sick, but as dwellings
poor who were in bhealth. This was fully made knowm
to all persons in that part of the town, whosver made mmy
inquiry as to the objects for which these buildings vere
being erected. 'thc heusu vere abaut caq;hud and would

%gs

.":htutd mob was cunpoud of citi.un- of this village.
Complaints have been made in relation to the preseant hos-
pital. The Board canoot for a moment believe that the health
of any persons is endangered by residence therapy...the Board,
. howsyer, anxious to relieve the fears of all persons sre now
endeavoring to procure some other place,..but until some
other place is pravided, they must retain the ong now in -
use; it is kept guavxded, and any injury done :g iho build—
ing will be punished with the wmost severity.”

The idea of removing those axposed to the disesse arose '‘not from
fdar of contagion, but lest some local cause might exist which contri-
buted. to produce the digease," This ides was of receat derivation
and was suggested by Dx. C. B. Coventry, & Professor of Ubstetrics

at Geneva Madical College’2,
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Th- nmmn victiu of tiua Gholeu were buried in both
the cﬂﬁttl!!!i 1;0..-#& Buf!nluqnnld (pmh;.n& 8&ts\o£‘th¢ General
Ecapitd.) and’ on’ nunm Amnaz"'a, There were fav vho mlﬁ have
anything to do with the mum dnad ok os o nas racaliad i .
""ﬂtl- gecond dJdeath vas a mm on our nm&‘ Ko ona was will-
ing ‘to ‘lay hex out.  Mrs. Fred Starx, uy edther and I dressed
;;m,”zhnhm this was the haf. ‘parson. in m cpmmic 80
This, plﬂbahiy. was’ the xeiﬂnn far Gulnnal Riley beina fa::ed to
"coffin’ tha nmted 80 victims, for none mld handla tho bodies
until they had been ufnly gealad in their mffim A certain eerie
alemt pravailed over r,he city, for morning aft.er norning the "desd
cart' passed ai daybresk laden with the remains of tﬁnsa that had
died at n:lsht .- GraMiggan were not easily obtained, whether
hccma o:"ﬁn or hhar -hmt.m Williaw Henford xucalled:
mm:::ummmuidhear Shumkinginthat
old burying-ground n&ﬂ.ll timu of msht,. and the greves
were not vm feép,
A no doubt apaeqphal atery ia ma m.atm:; states that thitty wvere
buried: togetimr: in & ditelt in. the Buffalo Road cemstery2!?,

The epidemic graduslly increased ia severity with increasingly

‘morYe cases and wore deaths recorded, uatil on.the 15th of August, it

veached its clisax with s reported 1l deaths aud 26 cases for that
day alone, From Histordcal files, oaly two Kechester latters are
pmum £m1:he tiﬁe ofll the epidwic, alt.lmugh ttiaae were both
written, significantly, at the peak of the epldemic, The first, of
August 16, was writtea by Williax Pitkin, pharmacist, to Dr. Morgan

of Hartford, Comm.!
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".esour Village is suffering severaly under the dreadful
visitation that bas coversd our whole country...The Cholera
on'its ¥st appearance here made temperate persons of de-
bilitated habit. itas first Victims, and until within a week
those of intemperate and dissipated habits entirely escaped,
but within the last three days numbers of that class have
been hurried into eternity with but six or eight hours ill-
uess, Tha Blacks that are attack'd I believe all dier..:
in a house in the rnarofuystorcaﬁlkﬁonmmdehild
_ ware attacked about ning o'clock last night, both died before
daylight and a voman who attended them and assisted in plac-
ing them in their coffins was herself buried four hours after
them; with such fearful rapidity are the victims of Cholera
hurried to the bar of God..,We have yesterday and today a
;ustincmuo!cmnmdduths,mgchadg,ghtoday
is Col. Darrow who formerly lived in Hartford.'

The second latter, dMAuthD mwbiuhadngmpnper

and mfhaqumu; quoted in the w The writer h not
identified: (From Rochester) :

...:h‘ peatilenca that wmlketh in darkmess and destroyeth
at noonday, is all around me.  Many of wmy neighbors and
fricndnmdm and God only koows when it may enter wy

: We hava been sorely afflicted here and not
thc half bas been told (as to the mortality of the disease),
by our Bosrd of Health., We have had from two to six dis out
of one family; and we can neo longer concesl the fact, that
it is contagious. Nearly all the cases (contrary to public
op:l.y.&m) of deaths, have b%nf women, children and men of
correct and steady habits."

In the midst of the epidemic with all its attendant fears, some

unrecorded individual doubud ch;i ‘there was ‘renily any serious

problem, or st least any more serious than any other year:

e presume it is not generally known that our village 1is on
the whole quite as haul:hy as 1t mlly i at this sesson
of t.hqm
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Deaths 1831 Deaths 1832
"July 43 34
July 7 to August 7 47 46
July 12 to August 7 40 : 45
Createst mortality - e :
one day ¥ S 5"..2430 sm

The old adagé that one can prove amythifig with figures was certainly
true in this case. The first Cholera death was nnlt reported until
July 13, and wntil July 29, only two denths due to Cholera were ucted.
Wille Kewpshall, & well-known businessmon?®2 and commmity booster,
drafted a counter-reply in eliort order:

" koow not the vbject proposed to be galned by the state-
ment; but I em satisfied that it 1s caleulated to produca

" an hmmm gbrosd, highly {njuricus to the reputstion of
this villn.gu. A stranger unacquainted with the facts would
{nfer that although the Cholera has prevailed, and fs pre-
vailing among us to e alarming degrea; occasioning a mor-
‘tality in proportion tov the number of iunhabitanta, equal to
that wvhich prevails in the City of New York; yat after all
there has scarcely been the usual number of deaths for the
peason...the writar of the article cught to have stated that
during the montlis of July end August 1831, there was a very
unusual wortality...owing to the pmmé“& 66 an api.dn:fc
disespe amongst ehﬁ:dm ‘*333 ;

of l:he many dutha m mly were gim auy great mmt e!
publicity, fo; ‘even obituaries wore rarely printed at this time.
The circustances {u theé deathsy of Maowd Tucker aud !Rmrluilanry
Tucker, the -m‘.-fé and infant son 'af" !.uthat'mchr gﬁa ddiﬁar of the
Mﬁn& , were reported in rather riek detall:

(this 1a $he Gencase Parmeyr)

"The boy...was attacked sbout sunset by Chelars. "Anxiety
fox his safety, led to grester exsrtions them the feeble
frame of his mother could sustain; and she sunkt so rapidly
before the Destroyer, that the grave enclosed har before
the next night! ~-Meantine the interesting youth partially
recovered — Cholera wes succeeded by fever. The hopes en-
tertained of his recovery at this tims werae blighted by a
relapse into Cheleya, which swept bim to the tomb of bis
beloved mother."

i
il
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In the Daily Advértiser, little more than an obitusty was included:

"Died ..' August :4.', Raol Tucker...attacked with Cholera at
2:00 A.M., and disd 1n12 hours. She was in ber 25th yaar,"?83

"Died {a this village oa Thursday moroing the 9th imst. of
the Cholera, Charlea Henry, only son of Luther Tucker, aged
three years sud eight monthe, 2536 - :

Succesdiog this last obituary was a poem, written saonymously, describ-
ing the bey as cried for water, wl:ih dying of the Cholera.

it -is not _ﬁdutmu o wnctiw ofc the qualms of consclence and
fear that must have subsequently overvhelwsd Lutber Tucker upon reading
Ii:hn account quﬁta& bﬂ.an fta; l:hla. Mﬁ _c_m. i’rinud by Tucker in
hﬁ MM .i.t.m p:a:tam by nig mtthat tiu dlr!:ud gsource was
"abova suspieion” and the rhetorical question, "Baw many such cases way
have happwned:duringthe proprens els the:Chnlorssin Amartes: and Buropel”

YA poor woman and her son were violently attstked with Cholera
viideh dn the case of the latter very soon terminated, as it
was supposed, fatally: sad after having lain spparently 1ife-
less fot a few bBours, the bédy wes buried. The womsn shortly
after got worse and became insensible and motiounless; haviag
been kept as long os was conaidered safa, she was put in a
coffin to be buried; but just as the undertakers were about to
sezew it Joun ahe zevived, pusbed off the lid and very eoon
recovered. | Having enxtiously iuquired about her son she was
inforwed that he had been buried for sevaral houvrae, which made
hexr very unedsy, and she insisted on bis baing ésbuned...Zhe
horror of the spectators cem scarcely be imagined when on
-spening the coffin it was found the child had tumed roumd, and
tora its face almost to pleces with agomy, hniug,“ﬁ?m; be

_-Supposed; come to lifo in this dreadful situatiom;

"¢ . The tempesance secieties, very sctive previcus to the spldeaic,
evidently continued their work throughout epidemic times, though
enly passing reference is made to them:
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"The handbills which axe everywhere posted about the city,
wa know not be whem, give sound advice -~
LEAVE OFF
- DRAM DRINKING :
If you would nogghma the
m )

Simila® notes were repeatedly published in tha daily paper?®?.  The

Rochestar Gen obsuarves:

'Grog goes s-bagging to an extent which we never witnessed
bafore, and would be in still worse repute, but for the
pernicioun doctrine of a few physiclans tha& B little 1is
a very good safeguard agsinst the disease."” 8

Iimm, ummmdmm«uhafmmm;-nfemd
son that m Daily W Mlhh@d & strongly w:dnd editnml
denylug am: I:ha Cholexa victims were the drunkards sud dinmlur.e-

'The cammon opinion ‘that the Cholera is & diseass peculiar

to the dissolute and intemperate proves to be ingorrect 8o

far as Rochester is concerned...We have no cbjection to the

m of Tesperance usisg ell warrastable mesns to drive

the drunkard from his cups -— and we have no doubt that the
use of ardent spizits predisposes to disesse of all kinds; -
but in Rochester, persens of broken or feeble econstitutious

and dyspeptic bsbits have beem prominent subjects for attacks

of the Cholera, At all evants, .the prevalent opinicn that most
of those who die with Cholera are filthy, dissolute and in-
tewperate, ia errenscus ﬁs ahmlﬁ ba.-eormt_:sd so far as_

Me.hutu-is comcerned, "¢°v .

m contest. hcmm the ‘*thl and the phymum cont inued
mabam throughout the ap:ldm.ic. Oi th: total deaths; vuiouslr
mdimad ay }.ﬁﬂ aud m”“ 292 27 mc tmed by Enqa:yﬁ.cszgl
If va sre to mwm thet udic-:l. thuapy was u:no wore than
pmm mm:n a8 poin'.'e& oat, m the ma), the team for
the wmwmmmam hpﬂﬂ: lsck of sonfidence

mﬂuvmwmz : ly ap;
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"Every pamphlet I have seecn comvinces me that the Dncggss
kpow oot the cause uoxr the cure of thie gad disease.”=?’
"I believe that there is a went of confidence among the
people, in Physicians: and asant of cmf%dznce among
Physiciaons in each othex amnd thewselves.

Ihe gituation as seen by the phyeiciane, is best described in

an editorial written by the Albany Medical Staff and published

through the auspices of the Rochester Board of Health, wheo stated

that

they found it equally applicable:

'The poor ara more in the habit of tampering with madi-
cines, snd are more easily imposed upcu by the pretensions

__of empirics, and dealars in sntidotes, specifica, and pra-

ventives...We are aware that a portion of the community will
attribute our remarks to other motives thas those which in-
fluence us...If, in the forming stage of the disease, re—~

cepurse be had to stimulants, such as brendy, spirits, and

" other heating remedies, the looseness may be checked and

temporary {forming stage: wearinass, anorexis, sickusss at
atamach and looseness of the houal:)...ﬂharn Cholera had
proved most fatal, the individuals had been ptismlating '
themselves with heating drugs, furnished by empirics as pre-
ventives of the dissase...They stimulate a system alrcady
undar an inflammatory disease...and by giving false confi-
dance, thay prevent the use of timely ald from persocns quali-
fled to prescribe appropriste remedies.

"Phe contest between the empiric and the regular practitioner
is unequal. The former has uo character to lose and 1s sub-
jaet tn no contrel, whilst the latter has to conférm o the
fowsiand pedges of his profession, When the empirice’ pre-
ventives fail to keep off the Gwlera, he is generally sbandoned
by the dupe of his artifice, snd the regular physicisn employed.
1f the case prove fatal the patiest is eaid to have been 'killed
by the regular doctor' -~ whilst on the other hand, the ewpiric
{s permitted to superceds the regular practitiouer, if the case
prove fatal, it does so 'beceuss the empiric was not called in
scon enough',,.If the ignorant persist in taking nostrums as
curgtive or preventive meens...justice to the sick...demands
that the Board of Health should pass such regulations as would
expose to adaquate punishment, empirics or their friemnds, for
interfering with the prescriptiocus of attending physicians.
unlesa the latter & 53 duly appriced that their asttendance is

no longeyr desived.”
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The Board of Health was caxeful to peiat out at the cloge of
tha epl.dmi&: t.hai "l:hc isnormt. md ﬂwn who,. disregarding the
qdmnik’.mn and pncauum...canﬂdad in empirical prevemtives,
have fela the cp:ls.!cw;lc vary __snvgtely". 29 : _

How ﬁ@mﬂﬂ?' the many preveative ml recommerdled by
the various sources m;u# carried out, we do. :_xo__t:;knég,:__ although
judging From the maoy cited ordinances, mzainiymthing mugt have
been done.

Dr. Willias Rafd, Health Officer of Rochester, by psition an
important figure, disagreed, vehmtly with 'th_e_"l_um_‘l__';_ of tha various
chlorides of lime, 8o popularly acclaimed. lila persouni opinions
were mot made public in. tha nnﬁapﬁﬁers untll September 1, near the
close of the midﬁntc _Doubtlessly, however, the program in
Rochesatex. nu'onzly mh&nixin,g _ﬁ_ﬁe use of the chlprid.ai wag in no
way Sbﬂt:jtﬁl{;b"' a nggatively iuclined Dr. Beld. His opposition ia
unqualified and blunt. It must be noted, however, that Dr. Reid was
adjudged to have s acute mind but his hasty conclusions vere feared
as baius too rapid for safe jnégm&f“"zga:’ | :

“Ghlot:l.ne in some form...for many years.,.has been highly

extolled as ppuma.ng great, 1f not unlimited disinfecting

powers. Men of veputation and gqi.mae have gsserted that
its...use is no. ltmse.r myrlr.al but acientific. 1If by 'dis-
iufecting agent’' they mesu one capable of neutzalizing. ..

ador, kmincide {u opinion,..if a neutralizer or destroyer

of contagion be meant, I utterly dany that there {s any cer-

tainty or even any prohn’hmty. that it possesses any such
power,
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"That chiorice destyoys offensive odors is freely admitted.
But offensive odors are not alweys injurious to health...
On the other hand chlorine itself, unless largely diluted
by the atmosphere, is highly injurious, as also is its com-
pound, mauriatic seid.
"Modical writers have divided contagion into two varietiea
e yisg, I. that which consists of a palpable matter or Virus,
or that of smallpox and iteh; II. that which consists of an
1s effluvium, as that d measles and whooping
m;h, But !hn: it is that comstitutes palpable virus, in
the ope case, or the imperceptible effluvium in the othar,
1 wholly unknown. To rely, then, in amy degree upon the...

use of chlorine or any other disinfeciing agent to counter-

act or destroy these unknown causes, is altogether empyrical.

‘Ever since 1750 the mineral acids, as they have been called,

have been employed to destroy infection end contagion., Yet

v« Infaction, Contaglon, and Pestilence stalk through tha
earth uncontrolled and unsubdued. The truth is thet the

apparaut success somotimes attending fumigation arises from

the fact, that the inhabitants are usually removed from the
bdldinp during the process, which occuples sowme two ox
three dasys, and after it is completed, everything is thor-

‘oughly clesnsed and the rooms freely ventilated. If as much

pains were taken to maintain cleanliness and ventilation

beforeifumigating &% necessity compels to be observed after-

wards we would have heard less noise and dispute about dis-
infécting agents. I have no confidence in any others tham
soft water, good soap and sand freely applied, and free ven-
tilation. To substitute one stench for another...can add
1ittle to our security. I desire no better atwosphere than

the old and 'tried eme, composed of 202 oxygen and 80X nitrogen.

"It may ba asked, if the abeve statements and inferences be
corregt, why have they not been commmicated to the public
bafore, that the expense attending so liberal a use of
Chloride of Lims, might have been saved? I anawer: my in-
dhidulwhtmmldhmumimuﬁnlmtoapopu—
lar tide, also to recommendations and opinions of several
scientific and eminent men and cousequently I should only
have besn thought singulsr and disregarded. The commmity,
I presume, is, by this time, pretty wsll convinced, that
naither quazantine, chlorine, quack pmun, nor quack
preventives can control or withstand Cholara...In the mean-
tihmuryma;induwhubmdm.

"W.¥.Redid -~ Health Officer.

w297
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For the individual hou:eho].dto have followed every recompended
3 procedure. a virtually .cqﬁ-:pu.hiw mrsMity would nave baen re-
quired., There were a few who followed the many recommendations

though at the expense of soue ridicule:!

“Precautionary measures are not infrequently carried to a
leughabla extyeme, Before breakfast, we eucountered a dandy
who had his epbrella epread to guard ‘hie precicus peréonage i
frow the moraing sun when it was edld- enogﬁ for common
peepla te muffle in cloak or yteaﬁ coat,'

A sldelight to. the. lpmm:le imlf vil the licéra:y ofteri.ugn

mlnting to the Bhohn rhmh were mﬁm ‘at m cunstdé:abla :
length in all. of m mter papeﬂl ‘lumruua poems, essays,
literary lettere, and the like were written, none of which maem to ‘
have been recorded iam the usual histtory of &nn'dcm literature. A
fow of r.lu mgn c.ha!.u ofhrings I ha\m c.ho.eu to inelude:

Frou the &_tumﬂ_ Juguizer —

"Cholesa Poen
"The wind _the wind :- 1t comes from the seas
¥ith a walling sound 4t passed;
'Tis soft and uild as the sumner's braeze
4pd . yet there 1s: death on the blast.
"From the east to tie west Nas the Choleéra come,
He comes like a despot king;
He hath swept the earth with a M&quﬁm 8 step
And .the atr with aepirit's wing: A
"We ghut bhim out with a girdle of %hips
And 8. guanded quaremkfnay - o
Woat, Lo!: now, which of your wntchcrl slept?
The Caolexa's: past your Iine. 0 ;
"Thara's & curee on the blessed i ‘a ¥ f
What will ye do for breath?
Por, bresth which was once but a word for life, ;
Is now but a word for daath, i
"Wo for affection! when love must look
Oo each face it loves with dread,
Kindred and friends! when a few brief hours
And the dearest may be dead!

o —




116

“The months pass on, and the circle spraads,
And the time is drawing uigh,
When each streef may have a derkened house
Or a ¢ _passing by."299

Prom the __io‘__!.p‘n'.hgam' 14 gguls}:_ icari —

“They have shut him out with a fleet of ships

And a gmdad quarantina

What, ha! now which of your watches slept?

Yor the Cholera's crossed your line!

"The devestator of Asfs and acourge of Europe has reached

our shoyes -~ 'the pestileace which walketh in darkness

and wasteth at noon day' stalks asongst us...An fnveding

army weuld not excite half tiie dread,..The mngel of deatruc-
tion..would..is iufinitely wors sublime when he walketh in the
breathless silence and gloomy solitude of the pastilence...
around tha deserted couch of pestilence and decay, what excite-

nent can be found gaorddn the languid spirit and Invigerate
the wasted frame?"

From the Pprtsmouth Jowraal -~-

Yo have had your time-— if time there be,
For the love of the world Aud lavity;
And now-— I come!
U!.m 8 solemn voice to bid thes turn
thoughts to the grave, the homs of the worm.
"Yamhuﬁmmaﬁfuywmw

To a Iam!-—w how r:tthly blest of heaven-——
__To a people-— how meny te ervor giwen!
"Fo the gullty onea, who may have made my path—
By forgetting God--- a track of wrath;
To those-—— I come!
With tervor, which dsath will ever briag
With a fearful pang—— with s deepening sting,
"But ye who vely on one strong arm
I vqnld apt-— I mld not~-— de you hawm,
To you— I comel
Not as the hersld of bettar things
But to chman thy c.hy--- for Angel's wings. w301
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Fron the Rocheates Gem -~

{1/
i3

TRLEE

"esso My father, who is a well knows old serpent, named ze
Cholera, by way of slwmplifying by sympathy snd regard for
the gross eusl choleric portiesm of mankind. 1 am particu-
larly attached to everything my parent has a hand in, con-
sorring always, whatever countyy I iumhabit, with the pro-

\ moters of any kind of evil and iniquity. The profligate,

the drunkerds, the gluttens, the lagy, the dilrty, the quar-
relsome... I never fail to fix on those comsBtitutions that
.bave b&ﬂn eafeebled by debauchery.,.l prefer lodging always
; "7 in narrow courte, in cellars underground, in the neighbor-
bood of pouds, in the purlieus of publick hoyses yedolent
of bad bear, among afflmrh of punch, whiskey, and blue ruin
«+s+1 pass by to revel in the rotten lives of drumkavds, sud
to stir about the boiling bile of the sulky, the discontented
and the litiglous. ; 3

"I am, Sir, yours tgsly‘
"Cholexa Morbus.

Rare pleces of humor were gecasionally found, but. though, humor
it wes terwed, it seeus, teday, a bit ou the etuffy eide:

"A Cagadisn lady remarked 'that she was much afraid of loa-
: ing her husband should the Cholera appreach, as he had al-
s ways been & real thorough-geling democrat : sud she underatood
' it proved vary fatal to the democrats. 'Fatal to the demo-
crats; ' -a;;laimd # bystander, 'it must be emigrants you
mean!' ‘Well,’' seid she, ‘I d::m't know but what it might
omgbmghe enigrants, for 'twas some political party or

"M, W. _ __," said a little gfrl to an apothecary of this
R T '‘Ma wants a pound of your Cholexa slarm!' 'Chqlara

‘alarma? -- was that the nm. my dear?' 'Yes, air.’

'Cholera alarm -~ waan't it chlor of lime?’

'oh, yes sir, I bellave it was.'"

On the third of September, 54 days after the commencement of the
epidenic in Bochester, the FRoard of Health announced that the epldemic
was officlally at an end, although, from the char§ (followiag page )

it may be seen that even on the "last day"”, there was one reported
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case md a reported deeth. However, the Board bad determined that
20 move public reports wers to be made eand se, so far ag bistory _
is concerned, this muat be assumad to have baen the conclusion of the
Cholera epidamic in Rochester im 1832. . :
. -Fa.8ll, a wvariously mported 108 ox 116 Rochesteriouns died of

2 yeported 388 who had the disease; as praviously indigated, this

-; latter figure ie probably considerably lower than the true figure.
Gresoly, mot an appallingly large number, but teken cowparatively in
terms of the population in Rochester today, a couparably lethal epi-
denic would preduce a movtality of 3600 and a morbidity of about
13,000, and this ever a pericd of somewhat less than two montha.

E In contyxast to Eurcpesn cities spd many other American cities,

. the epidemic was actually. sttendapt with relatively little panic.
Busloess wes ispeded, many left town, a set of shacks destroyed, a

| block of butldinge bursed,. sad, the hospital measced. . But, under the

r. guddance of a Beard of lealth poasessed with a remarkable halance

axd dasight, and. an adtive and fearless Health Commissiener iu the
parsen of Ashbel Riley, the city survived the epidemic almost

athed apd, as a ‘western’ boom town, continued to grow and

progper. "

i
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The cpidamiology of the Cholera epidemic in Rochester, largely
because of intomplete vecords, is far from clear. Although the names
and addresses of all those afflicted were supposedly reported to the
Board of Eealtk, the only records now extant are to be found in the
newspapers of ‘the periocd (The Rochester Dally Advertiser and Anti-
Masonic Inquirer). The réports published, commeneing July 27, include
anly a street name and, iv some instances, the degree of severity of
the diseass, Complications of incomplete files of the newspapers,
plus sbsesce of street aumbers in Bochester, inconstaucy of remerding
of the necessary data in the papers, makes a recomstruction of the
epidemic spread of the dizesse extremely difficult.

The disease was initéally introduced, as we have seen, by various
of the canal travelers. A Mr. Polly was the first recorded case, but
the disease fleme was fanned dy others who subsequently landed from
caval beoats. Had not other canal travelers been permitted to land,
the disesse might possibly have run an sbortive cburse. But on this
peiot we may oaly spetslate. Until the eanal boat, Western Barge
(pteviously alludad to), landed iun Rocheater, but a few had been
affiiéted, bur almost immedihtely fon&ws‘.u. the disease began to
assume major proporticns, - A we know, the incubation period of
Chiolera 1is very brief; 'eo brief in fact, that this episode may have
played & very signi{ficant vole in the épidémiology. Again, thé
episode way have been ouly coingident. We don't kunow. '

o e e
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In ttncing tho lpraad of the disease, I have divided the city

into snveral lnrpe areas, theac areas being pnrtly cuntinqant upon

T T L T S L T gy T

tho lcugth of plxticular atraatn lince it is rarelv 1nd1catnd as to

uhst location o the street a pltticulnt rcportac case occurred,

AV

Thoso ntrnets adjacent to the cnnal are sapnrnted into special

P e ST TP LTS

arnal as couplltely as possible in an att«apt to é&monatrate the focal
rise af che di.lﬂll from the proxitnal canal regj.on and 1ts sptead to
wore dlntant paxt- of thg nity. Thc trantmisuiou fron paruon tc person
was anlt likaly from purnonal cnutact or fanilies or via ' '‘Decassary’’
to uell enntaninatinn ainca virtually nll rnui&tnta abtuined thelir
water from a well and not from the canal as in more primitive parts

of the world.

e e e S —— S ———————)

The original location of the discase principelly in the proximal
canal districts was very likely a result of more intimate contact of
these people with the canal travelers.

Examination of the statistics discloses that Area I on the west

side of the river, adjacant to the Cholera hespital and the disembarking

point for many of those frow canal boats, including the Western barge,

was fficted most heavily early in the epidemic amd rather lightly
subsequently., Araa II, 3 heavily populated ares, adjacant to the caoal

and including the wealthy sections of the city, is large and, unfortunately,
not further divisible. BStatistics herc demoustrate i transition between

that of Areas I and III in severity of disease, i.e., s falrly heavy
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morbidity throwghout the epidemic. Area ITI, including those oress
moxe distantly located from the canal, had a relatively few cases
early in the epidemie, wigh an ever-increasing worbidity, proportion-
ately higher toward the end of the epidenmic,

Statistics relative to the less hesvily populated east side of the
river are less elearly defined - this being largaly because of difficul-
tieg in separating it into reasonsble districte. However, even here,

7 " the lhinmd St. Payl Streat districts (Area I) dewonstrate the early
suam&mty teo the diseabe of the .‘gegim proximal to the canal, and
the later, heavier sffliction of those more distant.

g —
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WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION

ORGANISATION MONDIALE
DE LA SANTE

1211 GENEVA 27 - SWITZERLAND

1211 GENEVE 27 - SUISSE
Telegr.: UNISANTE-Geneva

Télégr,: UNISANTE-Gendve
Tél. 34 6061 Télex, 27821

In reply please.refer to:

Pritre de rappeler la référence: 4 May 1973

Dear 8ir,

Many years ago, I received a query from you as to whether I had an additional
copy of my paper "Epidemic Cholera - Rochester, 1833" as apparently the original had
vanished from the library files, At that time, I couldn't, in fact, find even one of
at least two coples which I was sure I had filed. Mysteriously, they have recently

surfaced and I send enclosed a copy of the long missing manuseript. I hope it's of
some use to someone.

Sincerely yours,

D. A. Henderson, M.D.
Chief, Smallipox Eradication Unit

Librarian

Rochester Public Library
Rochester

New York

Usa

Enc



TO LOCAL WL/TM

May 15, 1973

D. A. Henderson, M.D.

Chief, Smallpox Eradication Uanit
World Health Organization

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

Dear Dr. Henderson:

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff of the Rochester Public
Library I want to acknowledge with great thanks the gift of your
manuscript entitled "Epidemic Cholera - Rochester, 1833"., I am sure
our Local History Division will find it a valuable asset to their
collection.

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of your remembering the Rochester
Public Library, especially aftsr all of these years.

Cordially,

Harold §. Hacker
Director

HSH:mf
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