'WATER WORKS, YES.

WHAT “THE BEACON" HAS

URGED FOR YEARS,
REALIZED AT LAST.

THE TWELVE YEARS' AUGITA-

TION FOR WORKS AND
WHAT IT HAS
BROUGUHUT
PORTIHL.

~

FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE

PUMPING HOUSE, EN-
GINES, RESER-
VOIR, ETC.

SOME IDEA OF THE sPLENDL
FINE PROTECTION A¥-
FORDED THE CITY,

TWENTY-TWO MILES OF PIPE—~

ENTIMATED YEARLY
SUPPLY, 830,000,000
QALLONS.

HOW A SUBTERRANEAN RIVER
WAS TAPPED BY A WELL 50

FEET IN DIAMETER.

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE BUILDS
FOR $380,000 WHAT WOULD

HAVE COST TUE CITY
HALF A MILLION,

TRICTS—ANALYSIS OF
THE WATER, ETC

HISTORICAL.

TION.

day, March 7, 1869, the people of Akr

bridge, awept away before thelr ey
they began for thefiret time serlously
talkover the need of Water Works. Tl

proposal _awakened oppasition,

course. The lats General L. V. Blerce
wasumed the championship of the oppo-

sition and denied the practicability

obtainiug water for the city ex-
at an enormous cost. The
were

copt.
General's figures, however,
foally shon to be based upon en

neering estimates of very ancient date

and potto hold good inthe light
more modern formulae. Ilis
timate nn “ﬂmgu nnd bol
for
tbe hcl
dispensed with for years in plpe-jo

But de mortuls nil nist tonum,

tion.
Early in the discussion Mr, I’

ducted some careful Investigationsas

the most feasible. Of this, more here-
after. Still the people talked, and at
length public opinion formulated {tself

inthe passage by the City Council, De- | &
cember 27, 1871, of an ordinance estab-
lishing Water Works inAkron.This was
followed, January 8, 1872, by the pass-
age of an ordinance providiag forthe
election of a Board of Trustees of Wa-
tor Works. Naturday, Pebruary 3, 1872,
occurred the first election under the |
ordinance, resulting in the following
vote, the successful belng nominated in
udelegate convention of all parties, as

Mr, Lapeus was run in opposman @
Buchtel by the anti-water works men
without his own knowledge or consent.,
The subsequent history of the Bourd
15 not complete, but Mr. Cranz (who
waa elected to sorvoe the short term of

two months) was in April,
1872. J. Park Alexander succeeded
Mr. Commins in April, 1673, whnn
D. L. King was elected

6ll the vacatcy ecaused by ﬂ.e
resignation of Mr, Cranz. In 1874 Mr.
Buchtel was re-elected on the Temper-
ance ticket and James Iopkins 'was
chosen. Other changes, which our
meager sources of information fait to
give us definitely, took place, generally
showing, however, that the citirens
were bent on getting Waler Works, it
the cost shonld not be too great.

ENGINEERS' REPORTS,

Of the various reporta on thesubject
we cannot speak with certaluty aa to
dates, but, after Pillsbury's report early
in 1863, and following upon Mr. Dud-
ley’s report later in that year, came, in
March, 1672, the result of the Investigs-
tions of Mr. Geo, W. Plat, En
gloeer of the Youngstown Water

gation of the various lakes In the vicin-
ity. Tha services of Mr. E. S, Ches-
brough, the noted engineer of Chicago,
were subeequsatly anlisted, during Mr..
King's Trusteeship. Mr. Chesbrough
went over ths ground twice, &nd twics
made known the resulta of his in-
vestigations, his 1ast repart, based up-
on Springfield Laks as the only practi-
cable source, ﬂxnrlnx up the mbd)lo

expense at about half a million of,
hn—indhun(mhlomeimlpm
Ject for thetime being.

AXEON BONDS ONCK ALMOST BOLD,
Few of our people know, hawevar,
how near we wers to having works at
this time. The fact is, Mr. King, early
1n 1875, pmlonuopmw)zmp.m
the Valley Rallrond, actually arranged
mp!mm-dzfamummonn
of $250000, with *Boston parties,
the  construction of the
worka; but on his retarmn
thodying out of the eatarprise on ao-
countof Chesbrough's report
this arrangement inoperative. The
panic also played its part in diverting
the attention of the pecple to the ma-
aod
a% length the ordinanos was repealod.
LIGHT AT LAsT.
A visitand inveotigaiiod by Mr. M.
R. Scowdemgbuilder of the Cincinnati
‘works, we think in 1877, tempocarily
‘mma infertat, In the subject; but

BTREETS SUPPLIED—CITY DIS-

PROLONGED D’RELIMINARY AGITA-

Twelve years of axitation on thesub-!
joct enda to-day in the dedication of the
Akron Water Works. When on Sun-

saw the business portlon of Eaat Mar-
ket street, above the I & 0.Canal

discussion was taken np by TuE DBEA-
00N which assumed the position it has
ever sincs waintained through eviland
good report, for *Water Works—Yes.”
Lublic meetings were held and Mr
Joseph I'Nlisbury, C. E. then engineer
ingthe Canlon Water Works, madea
preliminary estimata for Akron. The

ml. ﬂmgcl hnd boll.l had been
ing, awakened conaiderable ridicule.
The
thought had taken hold of the people
204 was only intensified by opposl-
BOARD OF WATER WORKS TRUSTEES.
Dudley, then City Civil Eoglaeer, con-

8 source of supply and decided upon

nothing further was done untll
June, 1850, when Mr. 3LS.Frost,a Phile-
delpkia gentleman of ample capitel and
large experience, representing parties
making & buseneas of comstruct-|
iog  such who  had
just comploted water and gas works In
Elyria, visited Akron and, in confer-
ence with 8 faw representative busi-
ness men, mado the proposition to sup-
ply the city with water. This propo-
mition, put in formal shape .hma 2"‘
1880, and aigued by M. 8. Frost & Son
and 0.C. K was, after moré con-
ferences, acceptad in ths city's

On the part of the company it was
proposed to build works of a sufiicient
eapacity to give a good and full -\ippli |
tothacity of Akron, to be brick
sutstantial and workmankke mmex'
with a reservoir on Bherbondy hill cap-
able of holding 2,500,000 (1t was bulltto
contatn 4000000 gallons); the ity o
guarantee lotake atleast 150 fire plugs
for fire purpoees and pay for xame 345
each per year, up to tha nymber of 200;
the city to have the privilege of buying
the works, at the end of ten yeam, by
appralsement of ‘value,
On the 25th of June was formed the
Akron Water Works Company, with
250000 capital and with Frank
Adams, A, L. Conger, 0. C. Kendrick,
M. 2 Frost and E. L Frost as corpora-
tors. August2 the first meeting of
stockliclders was held and ¥rank
Adams, Ged. W. Crouss, A. L. Conger,
0. C. Kendrick and Chas. Wilhelm
were elected directors. Subsequently
Fraok Adams was elected President
and E. L Frost Secretary and Treasurer
M. S Frost & Son were put in charge
of the construction of the works, with
Joseph Flannery as enginser,
RECOED OF THE WORK'S PROGIKSS.
Mr. Fraok Adams, Premdent of
the Company, has kept a record of the
progrees of the work which we repro-
duce asof interest in this connsction:
June 25, 1860—Charter applied for.
August 2—Stock books opened and
8250,000 stock subscribed.
August 5—~Work commenced on the
resarvesr, with 20 men and five teams,
September 1—Work begun on the
preluninary well. Went through &
foot of tucf and clay soil, then 18
1nches of black muck, then grey marl,
which in the noYth hslf is eight /feet

D

ditch &t corner Main and Exchange
sireets.

Seplember 14—Laid the first pipe.
October 1—Layiog of pipe progress-
1ngsatisfactorily; 23 miles lald, Kroke
ground for pumping and engine house.
Started sand elevator and put in shoe
for wall of well. Commenced laging
,brick for well, now eight feet deep.
—Commenced to sink wall

on

0,
to
'he |in well.

October 14—Well down 13 feet; wat-
or comlng up at rate of 1,000,000 gallons
n 24 hours,

October 22—Weil down 16 feet: 8}

feot of waler, so much that one cen-
trifugal pump could not geln on it
Mr. Flannery esimates that the pump
is throwing out 1,500,000 gallons in 24
hours,
October 25—Commenced to put in
eancrete for foundation of boller and
pump house. Ordered another centrifu-
gal pump,

November 1—New pump arrived
and being placed in well.

November 19—Commenced to lay
brick on engine house.

November 22—So cold that no work
has beon done for several da;

inber 1—Weather
cold. Stopped pipelaying.

December 10—Bollers de\ivel’ed and
on blocks; also small pum;

Deczmber 13—Lutin lh’ Inch pipe
water spurted up several feet.

December 15—Large pump arrived
and stored 1n shed.

December 20—-Put down 3inch, 8-
inch and 12-inch pipe; water fowed
treely.

January 1—Decided tosink the big
well through the bard pan, Arch over
Exmnngn ulml bridge completed,

Feb —Stack eomplewd. \V&I‘k

of

of

gl

of
03~
ta™
of

ys.
eonllnm

-

i1,
to

Camp Brook, & tributary of the Jattle
Cuyahogs, coming into the valley

short distance northeast of the city, as

o |commenconon. bullding.’ Al
wmkuupende].
i—1taof ou borler house,

t
May ll—“’eu finished ;down 32 feet ;
ter,
May 19—At6:11 P, M., water turned
pipea.



