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that the road and street commissioners of the bor

ough should proceed to employ a surveyor or sur

veyors as soon as convenient to lay out the streets

and alleys, at least before the 15th day of September,

1812, and the streets so to be laid out were comprised

within the following bounds, viz.: “ Union Street, ex

tending from Ann Street to Margaret; John, Hamil

ton, Andrew, and Turner Streets, every one of them

to begin from Ann Street, and to extend to Margaret

Street, and Ann, James, Allen, William, and Marga

ret Streets, to begin from_Union, and to extend as far

as Turner Street, including all such alleys as may

fall within the above-mentioned limits, provided that

no lot containing a crop of grain or any other crop

shall, in consequence of this ordinance, be disturbed,

nor the fences of such lots removed before such crops

shall be gathered.”

Ordinance No. 6, passed a little later than the fore

going, provided for the opening of William (Sixth)

Street, “from its intersection with Turner Street to

the farthest extremity of the plan of the borough.”

Section 2 provided that the commissioners should

“ notify the proprietor immediately, or his agent, so

that they may remove such wood as may be found

growing thereon and dispose at their own pleasure

within twenty days after they are duly notified."

Notwithstanding the several actions of the Coun

cil, but little was done in the way of street improve

ments during the first fifteen years of the existence

of the borough government. On June 4, 1828, we

find that the following resolution or ordinance was

adopted by the Council:

“ Whereas numerous complaints are daily made respecting the stats

of the streets, alleys. gutters, and pavements in the borough, and the

progress of improvement demands the attention of this Council, be it

ordained and enacted that the four principal streets. and as many of the

other by-streois as the citizens residing and holding property in such

streets desire, shall be regulated according to a reasonable plan of de

scent from the highest parts of each of them, and that the pavements

and gutters be laid out to correspond as much as possible with the nat

ural rise and descent of the adjoining streets."

This plan contemplated the taking of the market

place as the standard point, and the measurement of

the respective descents in every street from it. The

lot-owners were “ to set up curbstones and fix gutters

as the regulators should direct.”

In May, 1832, Simon Sweitzer was appointed chief

engineer, “to regulate pavements, curbs, gutters,

streets, etc.,” and in the following June he reported

a plan “for leveling and regulating Market Square

and Hamilton Street to the Jordan,” which was

favored by the Council and acted upon, though only

to a limited extent.

Enoch Lewis made a plan for the systematic

grading of the streets and conformance of the side

walks to the same in 1835, and an ordinance was

passed by the Council in August of that year obliging

property-owners to dig down or fill up their sidewalks

 

in accordance therewith. From this time on an en- 1

gineer was regularly employed, receiving his office at 1 ply as a matter of convenience to themselves but as a

 

first by appointment and afterwards by election, and

street improvement was carried on quite rapidly and

' etfectively.

Harket-Houses.—During the first few years after

the organization of the borough it does not appear to

have occurred to any member of the Council that a

public market was necessary, and, indeed, the small

population of the town did not demand one. The

market prices quoted in the newspapers for a number

of years were those of Easton, but in 1815 an Allen

town market-list was reported, and afterwards regu

larly appeared. N0 provision was made for the es

tablishment of a regular market-house until 1817,

and prior to that time, if there was any market, it

was an open one, a mere assemblage of vendors.

Upon the 22d of March, 1817, however, the Legisla

ture passed an act authorizing the Council to erect a

market-house at the intersection of Allen (Seventh)

and Hamilton Streets, in the public square, and the

authorities soon carried out the measure they were

thus empowered to. The structure was a small one,

and stood about midway between the locations now

occupied by the Allen and Eagle Hotels. On August

15th we find that an ordinance was passed prescribing

rules for the rental of stalls, prohibitions, penalties,

etc. The market was open at that time on Wednes

days and Saturdays from four to nine o’clock A.M. in

summer, and from six to ten o’clock A.M. in winter.

In August, 1824, an ordinance was adopted which

provided that all dealers must submit their weights

and measures to the clerk of the market, whose duty

it should be to adjust them.

In 1832 measures were taken to erect hay-scales on

the square, near the market-house. They occupied

that locality for many years, and a frame, in which a

borough official corded and measured wood, occupied

contiguous ground.

The present market-house, on the corner of Linden

Street and Church Alley, was completed in August,

1859. It is ninety-one feet long by fifty-one feet

wide, with entrances at either end and side, and con

tains thirty-six stalls. Market-days are Tuesdays,

Thursdays, and Saturdays.

Th6 Water-Worka—The construction of water

works in Allentown solved a great problem, and

made possible the development of the village into a

city. The slow growth prior to 1828—29 was in a

large measure due to the great difficulty of securing

water, because of the elevation of the town. Small

quantities of water for drinking purposes were ob

tained from three or four very deep wells. The ma

jority of people had no wells, not being able to sus

tain the great cost of digging them to a depth of from

one hundred to one hundred and twenty feet. Most

of the water was hauled by teams from the Jordan or

Little Lehigh and peddled about the town. Some of

the residents of the borough, seeing very early the im

portance of obtaining a good water-supply, not sim~
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measure necessary to theprosperity and growth of

Allentown, took measures to bring about the de

sired result. An act of the Legislature authorizing

the organization of a water company, and prescrib

ing limitations of its power, was approved Feb. 13,

1816, in which Peter Newhard, Charles H. Martin,

Peter Snyder, William Boas, and Solomon Gangwere ‘

were named as commissioners. Section XI. provided

that if the company did not proceed with the work

within three years after the passage of the act, or did

not complete the same within five years so far as to

have conveyed the water within the limits of the

borough, its rights, liberties, and franchises should

revert to the commonwealth. Section XII. provided

that if, after the year 1834, the borough should be

disposed to purchase the interest of the company, its

authorities should be permitted to do so, the sum to

bejudged by seven disinterested men. This act was

not immediately productive of any favorable result.

The act of 1816 was, however, revived March 25,

1825: John J. Krause, Henry Wilson, Abraham

Newhard, Solomon Gangwere, and Michael Schnei

der being appointed commissioners to effect the raising

of stock and organization of a company. This act pro

vided that the borough might purchase the works after

the year 1843. Operations were begun under the re

vived act by the securing of stock subscriptions at ten

dollars per share, and by Aug. 28, 1826, good results

had been obtained, as the following list of subscribers,

with the number of shares taken by each, will testify:

No. of Shares. ‘

...0Abraham Worman...

Philip Brong....

John J. Krauao

Henry Ebner & (,0

Charles Kramer...

Charles L. Butler

Daniel Fried...

Michael Schurid

Jacob New-hard.

.Bernhart Reese.

Christian 1". Belle]

Abraham Newhan

Peter Sewlnmi.....

Daniel Zelier....

Jacob Newhard.

Jonas Kunlz...“

Selfritigc 41 Wilson

William Fry .....

John Rice .....

Peter Hoffman .

  

Charles Hulls

George Keck.

Clll'iliiln Boolia

Imnard Nugle.....

Andrew (inngwero

Andrew Klou. ......

Michael D. Eberhart

John Spangonl-erg

Louis Srhmhlt..

Jacob Stein .......

OI{JOINNNO‘Q'NQIQIWQ‘UIOINNIFU‘Il-$U'NU'{Bali/CU“

Charles ll. Martin 10

Gangwere it Sch 10

Jacob Sat-gen. 10

Walter C. Livi 25

John Miller... 20

Frederick liei 5

Jacob Stern ............. 5

Godfrey and Christian i’reta .. 10

John D. Ronsy ..... . 5

Nicholas Sugar . 5

Abraham Rinker.. . 2

Henry Weaver.. . 2

Henry Relchari . 6

Timothy Goldman. . 2

Peter Rhoadl. 5

John Bckart........... b

‘ Moaea Horn .....

No. of Shares.

JacoliStatlor............ .

John Miller (tailor)

Robert May Brooks

Mnrgurut Wilson.

Charles 1)avis..

James Hall ............

Walter C. Livingston....

Conrad Knerr, John Bogart,

commissioners of Lehigh

  
  

S  

\Villlnm Eckert ..

William Ginklnger.

Martin Scliwenk.

Charles A. Gross.

John \l'ilann.......

Benjamin Ludwig

John Baler ..........

Charles Smgrenves.

Peter Hoil'man....

Andrew Krnnna ...

MHHNONMHUUNNHOI—I

John Slnitli..

John 1". ltnhs..

Charles Kramer..

John Giltner.......

Henry Ebner it Co.

Keck A: Singer...

Polar Newhnrd

Jonas Smilh....

Solfrldge A: Wil

John B. Maser.

Frederick Hyne

Charles Davin ...... ..

Walter C. Livingston and John

Henry King and John Rica...

John Strmburgor" ..

Joseph Fry.......

Andrew Gangwero .....

Corporation of borough of

Northampton, by John J.

Krause. burgeoa.......... 6

William W. Weaver......

...

I-'l\7

  
  

 

  

  

I ness of the works.

The organization was known_as the Northampton

Water Company. The first election was held June 4,

1827, at the house of Michael Schneider, at which

time and place five managers were chosen to serve for

the ensuing year, viz.: \Valter C. Livingston, John

Miller (fuller), Peter Hoffman, John Rice, and Charles

H. Martin. Subsequently Livingston was chosen

president and John Rice secretary,—a fact which,

taken in connection with their large ownership of

stock, as indicated by the list, shows them to have

been among the foremost men in pushing the water

works project to completion.

The company resolved to use the water from the

clear and strong-flowing spring near the Little Lehigh,

in the south part of town, owned by Abraham \Vor

man, and since called the “Silver Spring,” or “ Chrys

tal Spring,” and purchased the site from the owner.

Pumping-works were erected where the present ones

are, and a reservoir constructed where those now in

use are located. The puniping was done by water

power, the stream of the Little Lehigh driving a

breast-wheel which communicated the power to the

pumps, and answered the purpose very well until the

growth of the town made more thorough arrange

ments necessary. This work was accomplished in

1828—29,‘ and pipes laid along Hamilton Street to

Fifth. The number of shares subscribed for had in

the mean time been augmented, and in 1829 there were

one thousand and forty-one, making the stock of the

company ten thousand four hundred and ten dollars.

The deed from Abraham Worman to the company

giving them the right “to enter and dig across his

premises a trench to the large spring near his dwell

ing,” and to use the water from it, was not signed

until March 19, 1831. On the 30th of April, of the

same year, Walter C. Livingston deeded to the North

ampton Water Company the lot of land “on which

the reservoir or cistern had previously been con

structed," sixty by two hundrcd and thirty feet, on

the north side of John Street (now Fountain), bounded

on each side by an alley. Two other lots adjoining

were sold to the company the same day by other per

sons.

From this time on, for ten or a dozen years, the

affairs of the company progressed smoothly and satis

factorily, though slowly. The pipes were slowly ex

tended on Seventh, Sixth, and Fifth Streets as there

was demand for them, but in other respects very little

was done in the direction of improving the effective

In 1839 the president was Peter

Newhard, and the secretary John Eckert. [n 1841

the capital stock paid in was sixteen thousand two

hundred and seventy-one dollars, and the water-rents

amounted to one thousand and sixty dollars and forty

! The records of the Northampton Water Company for the years prior

[01541 having been destroyed. with the exception of one book giving

the list of original stockholders, it is impouihle to make an exact and

detailed statement concerning the earliest period of the company‘a his

tory.
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four cents. About this time it became necessary to

increase the reservoir capacity of the works, and a

new cistern was dug. It proved, however, to be in

poor ground, and leaked so badly that it was of little

use. In May, 1843, the then secretary of the com

pany, A. L. Ruhe, was instructed to bring Charles D.

Bishop, a civil engineer of Bethlehem, to the ground,

and to obtain his opinion as to whether it was best to

attempt the mending of the new or to rebuild the old.

He gave his opinion in favor of the latter, and it was

rebuilt at a cost of eight hundred and thirteen dollars.

A short time prior to 1830, the town having in

creased considerably in population, and the company

having extended its pipes to a largely increased

number of houses, found that it could not, with the

facilities it p0ssessed, furnish a sufficient water-sup

ply. This occasioned great dissatisfaction to the con

sumers and the people generally, and for the next two

or three years constant complaints were made, and

various measures resorted to with a view of forcing

the company to increase its power and afford a con

stant and adequate supply of water. The first of

these coercive steps was a movement to form a new

company,-—a project which was seriously considered

by only a. few people, except as a stimulus to the

spirit of the old company, although the plan of

bringing water from the Lehigh Mountain by gravity

was talked of by some. A charter for the Allentown

Water Company was granted Jan. 29, 1850, the com

missioners named in the act being Jacob Bitz, Charles

Seagreaves, Jacob Miller, Thomas Weaver, Jesse

Samuels, John Appel, Peter Troxell, and Henry

Reichart. The Water Company was not in the best

of circumstances financially at this time. It hadjust

bought (in 1850) the spring property and lands ad

' joining from Henry King for six thousand three hun

dred and fifteen dollars, and although a portion of the

lands had been resold (to Weaver and Ludwig), it

was in debt for about one-third of the amount of pur

chase, and dividends had not been large or frequent.

Hence, although the company doubtless saw the ne

cessity of making improvements, and was willing and

even anxious to make them, nothing was immediately

done. In 1851 it was shown that the number of

shares issued had been seventeen hundred and nine

teen, and that the amount of stock was seventeen

thousand one hundred and ninety dollars. But the

works had cost after that time thirty-seven thousand

nine hundred and seventy-four dollars, or over twenty

thousand dollars more than the stock amounted to.

It was proposed that stock should be issued to the

full amount, and that measure was carried out not

long after. On April 3, 1852, citizens assembled in a

public meeting, of which R. E. Wright was president,

denounced the Northampton \Vatcr Company for its

failure to regularly supply suflicicnt water, and passed

resolutions censuring the officers for mismanagement.

Subsequently a committee, consisting of Jesse Sam

uels, John B. Moser, and Charles S. Bush, was ap

l

:

i

1

 

pointed, with instructions toproceed against the com

pany, and to effect a forfeiture of its charter. Just

what was done by this committee is not at this time

known. It is sufficient to say that the charter was not

forfeited, and that under a new board of managers,

elected May 11, 1852, and consisting of John Eckert,

Michael D. Eberhard, Joseph Weaver, and John

Diefenderfer, steps were taken which resulted in the

improvement of the works and the removal of dis

satisfaction. In September, 1852, two half-lots near

the reservoir were purchased from Simon Schweitzer

for four hundred dollars, as a step preliminary to in

creasing the capacity of the works. On September

15th it was moved in the board meeting that, as the

water-power, forcing pumps, reservoir, etc., were in

adequate, a committee be appointed to buy the mills

on the Little Lehigh, with a view of increasing the

former. These mills were the property respectively

of G. C. Von Tagen, of Philadelphia, and A. A. &

J. D. Wagner. The committee, consisting of Lewis

Schmidt, Joseph Weaver, Michael D. Eberhard, and

John Diefenderfer, found that the Von Tagen mill

could be purchased for ten thousand dollars, and the

Wagner mill for seven thousand dollars. They re

ported in October to the stockholders, who approved

of the purchase, and it was accordingly made. The

mills were then let to Joseph Dietrich for one thou

sand and fifty dollars per year, with the special pro

viso in the lease that the water was never to be drawn

off below a line six inches from the top of the dam,

that sufficient might always be left to run the pump

ing machinery of the water-works. In December,

1852, it was decided to build a new reservoir, thirty

six by one hundred feet. A special act of the Legis

lature authorizing the company to borrow twenty-five

thousand dollars for the purpose of carrying out these

and other measures was passed Jan. 19, 1853. The

several improvements were accomplished, and the

enlarged capacity of the works proved generally very

satisfactory. A new water-wheel and pump were put

in operation in 1856, and what was called the water

house was built about the same time.

It was not until 1855 that the name of the organi

zation was changed, by special act of the Legislature,

from the Northampton to the Allentown Water Com

pany, although the name of the borough had been

changed seventeen years before.

In 1866 the company sold the mill property to

Henry and Joshua Schnurman, and in the following

year sold the spring property to Peter Berndt and

, Edwin K. Crader for ten thousand dollars, reserving,

of course, the right of using the water.

In 1869 the water-works passed into the possession

of the city. The works had been ofi‘ered by the com

pany during the winter of 1868-69, and at- the spring

election, the question being left to the voters, they de

cided, by a large majority, that the Councils should

purchase the property. On April 13th the board of

managers, in view of the fact that the Councils had
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been authorized to accept the works of the company i

under the provision of the charter, appointed their '

president, Joseph Weaver, and secretary, W. H. Blu

mer, as a committee to negotiate with a' committee

from Councils. The latter, a joint committee of

Select and Common Councils, J. P. Barnes and A.

M. Kee, confei'red with the water company’s commit

tee (in which C. E. Christ had been substituted for

Joseph Weaver), and they made report that they had

agreed upon the following:

“ That the said Water Company agree to pay the interest in full on all

their outstanding bonds up to Jan. 1,1870, and they have the said bonds

extended for a term of ten years from that date, with interest payable

semi-annually on the first days of July and January; that they negoti- '

ate the Water Company‘s stock, with the consent of the owners, into a

six per cent. city loan for a favorable term of years, with interest from

April 1, 1:70, payable semi-annually. They pay all the debts of the

Water Company owing or contracted for,in fuel, up to Juiyl,1869,and

turn over said water-works, with all Its rights, titles, privileges, or ap

purtenances whatsoever belonging thereto, as soon as necessary arrange

ments can be completed to do so, to the city authorities. The city to

pay all the expense incurred in carrying on said water-works from and

afier July 1st next (1869), and receive all moneys due from and after

that date, except for annual resident water permits, now in the hands

of the managers of the Water Company.“

 

The works, on becoming the property of the city, '

were placed under the general management ofajoint

committee of Councils, consisting of Jesse M. Line

and Joseph Weaver, of the Select, and J. P. Barnes, ,

William Egge, and F. C. Heebner, of the Common '

branch. Charles E. Christ was made superintendent.

In 1875 the works were placed in the management of

a water commission, consisting of J. W. Gruhb, John

R. Sholl, Peter Brow, and John Stetler. R. A.

Thayer was superintendent from March 9, 1875, to

April 7, 1879, when he gave place to the present in

cumbent, S. S. Thompson.

Under the city management the water-works have

been made more effective and reliable than ever be

fore, and are very justly the pride of the community.

The supply of water having sometimes run low in

summer, when the droughts reduced the stream relied

on for pumping power, it was decided to introduce

steam, and that work was accomplished in the winter

of 1880—81. The engine and attachments were put in

by \Villiam F. Moser & Co., of this city, at a. cost ‘

slightly exceeding six thousand dollars. Since this

improvement was made the works have been ample

in capacity for the needs of the city, and have given

perfect satisfaction. The total cost of the works to ‘

the present has been, in round figures, one hundred

and ninety-five thousand dollars. There are now

twenty-six miles of water-pipes in the city, one hun

dred fire-hydrants, and three thousand hydrants for

familia. The two reservoirs hold an aggregate of 1

four hundred and ten thousand two hundred and

forty-one gallons. The pumping machinery has a

capacity of nine hundred and twelve gallons per

minute, or about one million three hundred and
eleven thousand eight hundred and eighty gallons I

per day of twenty-four hours. The pumps are not ,

run, however, continuously, and steam-power is not \

  

 

used except when the stream is in such condition as

to make it necessary.

The great spring from which the city is supplied,

it is estimated, is capable of supplying a city of one

hundred thousand population. The pipe connecting

it with the pumping works delivers one million gal

lons daily at the latter, and the volume of the crystal

flood which runs unused from the spring into the

Little Lehigh is sufficient to turn a large overshot

wheel. The spring is one of the most beautiful and

copious in the country, and the water is absolutely

pure.

Fire Matters—The First Parade in Allentown

‘ —The Department under the City Government.—

The first action of the authorities concerning protec

tion against fire was an ordinance passed by the Town

Council July 15, 1811, directing “the street com

missioner to provide fire-ladders for the Borough

of Northampton,” one to be thirty and the other

twenty feet long ; and the next action of which there

is any record was an ordinance passed Jan. 2, 1816,

“to prohibit the misuse of fire-ladders, hooks, and

other property of the corporation.” The first engine

was purchased in 1820, and an entry in the county

commissioners’ records shows that they paid in that

year for “fire-engine and buckets” the sum of five

hundred and twenty-four dollars. The Friendship

or Northampton Company, which was the first in

town, was doubtless organized at that time and took

charge of the engine. There is no record of the

Lehigh Hose Company, afterwards an engine com

pany, until 1830. A hose-wagon was bought by the

Council in that year. On May 7, 1836, the Council

resolved “that a joint committee, to consist of one

member of the Lehigh Fire Company, one mem

ber of the hose company, and one member of the

Friendship Fire Company, be appointed to procure,

on the credit of the borough, four hundred feet of

hose, four axes (two for each engine company), to

have one goose-neck for the Lehigh Company, and

to have the engine-house of the Friendship Company

repaired as they deem necessary." The committee

appointed consisted of George Keck, of the Lehigh,

‘ William Boas, of the Friendship, and Joseph Weiss,

of the hose company.

In June, 1837, a petition was presented to the

Council by “ the Northampton Friendship Fire Com

pany" praying for a new engine. Although the bor

ough records make no exhibit of future action, it is

probable that the prayer was granted the following

year, for the county records show that in 1838 an ap

propriation of one hundred dollars was allowed the

borough of Northampton for purchasing an engine.

‘ About this time the Humane Company was organized,

and they received a new engine, doubtless the one

for which the appropriation was allowed. In the

Bulletin of Aug. 22, 1838, the officers of the company,

Joseph F. Ncwhard, president, and A. P. Rhoads,

secretary, published a card thanking their fellow




