A BLOW AT PIILADELFMIA.

Councils yesterday rushed through a reso-
Iution calculated to inflict the most eerioua
iojury on the buvsiness fnterests of our
city. We nlludo to the act suthorizing
the Chief’ Engineer of the Wnier Da-
partment to place water-meters in all onr
large muoufscturing  establishments and
hotels. These contriyances are for the os-
tensible purpose of measuring the exact
amount’ of water used. Our already-over-
{axed manufsctuies aro to pay‘for these
mechines, snd thelr cost {s considerable.
All tho makes of water-mcters thus far
tested khave proved worthleas; the 'best
of them soon bocome clogged with the
scdiment deposited by the water, and
none of them register accurstely, And
wherever they have been tried they have
been voled unmitigated mulsaoces. A few
of them are §o use In New York, and those
afilicted with them ar¢ uslog: all means
within thelr reach to get rid of them.

Of couree, the water meter buslness means
8 fat Job for some of the faveriles of the
Water Department, The clty 1 not to pay
fot them, urgsd the friends of the measure.
Nol But thosa who meke our clty aro,
And they certainly have lefs some rights
which even the all-powerful Water Depart-
ment must respect. The bill was rushed
thfough both Chambers in most unseemly
baste; its importance was mot understood
origoored by the members, It mow bee
hoaves the Mayor 10 step ku between Lhe
meter jobbers and our most ueefol clti-
zens, A measure of this iraporiance can
certaialy nit escape a veto from the Mayor,
A\ grest manufacturivg centre, our cliy
resls fros waler nbove all things, wnd any
attempt 10* tax it lsa direct blow at Phil-
adelphia's prosperity. It ehould rather be




the alm of -our munlcipal leghalatora to have
lhbwunr ‘supply a8 wolncumbered us is !the

hu ‘boman 'mpmw, ‘organs, water 1s t0
but factorlel, 'mu ‘meters ‘will, therefore,
ln!ufaw sorlously with thelr’ usefulnees.
mmmx'gx an tho stlflng process
Jnsogursted 1n, Gouncils to be consupmated ?
We Liops aad belleye thas jhe will ward of
1his blow st Philsdelphia’s prosperity.
—————



