Coromsis, (s. ¢.) August 19,

The Columbia Water Works have
been completed by Col. Blanding, ac-
cording to his charter, by the extention of
the main Pipes throngh the town in every
part required by his stipulations with the
cotincil.  The whole extent of pipe thus
laid down, is 17654 feet, all of cast iron;
beginning at the Basin,nine miles diameter,
and ending "at the extreme parts of the
town, with two inches. It thus reaches
about three miles and a half, conveying
water to forty six squares—on which the
town is principally byilt. The water that
supplies this establishment, is collected in
a valley about 800 feet to the west of the.
main street, from pure springs. The ba-
sin in‘which it is thus collected is sunk
abont 1.4 fect below the surface and is en-

elosed with a wall of stone: four feet thick.
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and heat. This basin contains 40,000
gallons, and when the engineis not pump-
ing, the water which is received from the
spring throngh a tronk that enters the
bottom, is passing off over the top of
the walls, .Tlcse springs were ascer-
tain by accurate” measurements made
in the year of 1818 and 1819, to snpply
more than 80,000 gallons in twenty four
hours,  And there are springs in the val-
ley, which have-not-been yet turned into
the union. . From: the bottom of the col-
lecting basin ta thetop of the wall of the
summit or distributing basin, there is
120 feet clevation in a distance of 900
feet.  The distributing basinis on a hill
about 500 feet west of the principal street,
and has a general clevation above the
town of 25 feet, so that every house in the
place can be supplied with water from it,
in the second and some in the third story.
This basin is a perfect eircle of brick, 76
feet diamefer,"and nine feat deep below
the surface of the earth, It is protected
, by a conic¢al cover, that excludes heat and
dust, but at the same time is well venti-
lated. 1t contains 250,000 gallons, and
when full, will supply the present popu-
lation ofthe town for ten days, without
being replenished. Tn the main pipes there
4.4 fire plugs, so that cach corner of the
squares’ that are watered has a supply for
extinguishing fire. These plugs are 2 7-8
inches diameter, and suited to the hoes of
the fire engineers. Lvery house within
the watered limits, thus has a supply for
extinguishing fire within 250 feet of it,
and on the main street, within 125
- feet,- ‘

The pumping establishment is worked
by a steam engine of .twelve horse power
of the most beautiful: construction and
workmanship, which in two and a half
hours suppliesthe present consumption of
the place, for 2.4 hours, and consumes
ahout one third of a. cord of wood.—
There are one extra boiler and duplicates
of all parts of the machinery that are
subject to break, so that in case of acci-
dent the necessary repairs can be made
long before the water in the distributing
basin is consumed. The swrplus power
of the engine drives two pair of mill
stones 3 one for corn -and the other for
wheat.  The merchant mill is of a very
superior construction, having all the faci-
lities of the most approved work of the
Kind, The surplus watm water from
the condeusing cistern of the engine, is)
conveyed to a neat bathing house, which
is. also supplied with cold water, and af-
fords a bathing establishment of vast use
to the comfort and health of the town,

"These works have been erected by the
funds ofan individual, who has received
no other aid than the sum of 35,000 dol-

lars from the state legislature in conside- 1.

ration of which he is bound to supply all
the public buildings with water free of
charge., Already the Court flouse, Jail)
-and State House, aresupplied. The Col-
lege, Male and Female Academies and
the Lunatic Asylum, are - entitled to the
some privilege, but the expence of ser-
vise pipe, by contract is not a charge on
the proprietor of the works.

The town pays $300 a year for the
use of water, to extingnish fire and the
ordinary charge to a family is 20 a year.
It is understood that the profit of this es-
tablishment do not as yet produce more
than four per centon the capital expences.
Bnt we are induced to believe that the
increasing population of the town and the
liberal encouragement of our citizens
will soon make it a valuable stock.—

The comforts aflorded by it, are every day |-

more extensively felt : and whether we
regard the security which this work pre-
sents against fire, thehealth promoted by

its introducing a general practice of ba-{.

thing, or the convenience it aflords for!
every houschold parpose, .this underta-’

king, superior, we belicve, toany which |

individual enterprise has effécted in the-

United States, must be considered as of

incalenlable value'to our town. The only .
civcumstance which substracts frem its -



are affected by the heat of our summers
und the water is too warm for pleasant
drinking, although it is perfectly pure, and

water. We understand that the proprie-
tor is about attempting an experiment to
remedy this defect, and to deliver perfect
‘ly cool water for drinking. We under-
stand his plan and think it will succeed.
The talents and enterprise of this gen-
tleman weare in hopes, will-yet meet the
reward they deserve.— Telescope.

i Oniversal uiility is that the pipgs. being
sunk about four feet below the surface,|

in other respects equal to the best spring |






