(CoMMUNICATED.

Alexandria Water Company.
The first annual meeting of the Stockholders
of the Alexandria Water Company, was held
at the Lyceum Hall, on Monday evening, the
24th November, 1851.

On motion, Dr. William L. Powell was called
to the Chair, and Kdward 8. Hough, appointed
Secretary.

Upon calling the list of Stockholders, it was
found that 445 shares were represented.

Benjamin Hallowell, President, presented the
reportof the proceedings of the Board from its
orgamzation 10 the present lime, which was
read and approved, and one hundred copies or-
dered to be printed, for the use of the Stock-
holders. . )

The Treasurer presented his report, which
was read and approved, and ordered to be re-
corded. .

Oun motion of P.Janney, it was

Unanimously Resolved, That the thanks of
the Stockholders be tendered to the President,
Directors, and Officers of the Company, for the
faithful and efficient manner in which they
have conducted the affaira of the Company
since its organization.

The meeling then proceeded to ballot for a
Board of Directors to serve for the ensuing
year :— The batlots of ali present being received
and counted, the Commissioners teported that
the following persons were unanimously re-

elected, viz:
BENJAMIN HALLOWELL,
ROBERT H. MILLER,
STEPHEN SHINN,
GEORGE D. FOWLE,
THOMAS McCORMICK,
JOHN 8. DAINGERFILLD,
WILLIAM N. McVEIGH.
On motion of A. C. Cazenove, it was
Unamimously Resolved. That the thanks of
the meeling be presented to the Chairman, for
the ability with wlich hie had presided over us
deljberatians.
The meetng then ndjlmlrnml.
WM. L. POWELL, Chairman.
Eowarp S. Houarr, Secretary.

Report of the President and Directors.

The P'resident and Directors of the Alexan
dria Water Company, report 1o the Stockhol-
ders in general meeting, that immediately after
they were chosen on the 10th of March fast,
they orzanized, and elected Fdward 8. Hough,
Secretary und Treasurer.

The Board feit the duty that was placed up-
on them by their election, to be & very respon-
sible oae, involving a heavy expenditure of
money, and requiring, i order to prevent uiti-
mate disappointment, much practical skill in
hydraulic constructions: they therefore deemed
itan object of primary importance, to secure
the services of a competent Engineer, who had
successfully executed works of the kind —
From testimonials ot the very highest charac.
ter, wiiiten by persons who had been congern-
ed in the erection of Water Works at Harria-
burg, Pa., and Jredesick Town, Md., of which
works he was the Kngincer, they clected
‘Frederick Erdman, Principal . Engineer; and
they take this occasion to state, that high as
were the lestunonials 1 his favor, the abiliy
and skill which he has thus far evinced in our

workg, have shown that he was eniirely de-
serving of them. His son, Geo. Erdman, 1s as.
sistant Engineer, and is canstantly at the works,
supenntending their conslruetion,

West of the Town, as a place for the Reser-
voir, and consulting with the Engineer, the four
acre lot, belonging 10 Peter Tressler, was gelec-
ted, and purchased for the sum of four thous-
and dollars.  On the lotis a gond brick dwel.
ling, the rent of which, it is believed, will pay
a large portion of the interest or the cost of
the lot. This Jot gives an elevation for the
Reservoir of about 96 feel above tide water;
which is near 50 feet higher than the most ele-
vated parts of the tawn.

The construction of the Reservoir, and the
In’ymg of the pipes, were given by contract to
Win. McClane, who has thus far prosecaled
s work with great gnergy and fidelity, and to
the entire sattsfaction of the Board.

The excavation and embhankment of the Re-
servoir, are cntirely compieted, the pudile
bed formed, with which to line the Reservoir,
and it will then require only sodding on the
outside, and lining with bricks on the inside, 10
render it complete.  The 300,000 bricks which
are required to pave 1t are very nearly all on
the lot, ready 10 be used as soon as the puddling
shail be finished. 1t is the united testimony of
competent judges who have examied the Re-
servoir, that one superior ta it, has nat been
conatructed, the strong clay of which the hill
was composed, heing admirably adapted to
form a firm embankment.

The Reservoir is near 200 feet square, with a
divislon across it from east io west, to within

when filled. This plan of construction will
admit, when the water of the stream is muddy,
of pumping into ane basin, while the supply
for the town is taken from the other, and thus
allow the turbid water to seiiie, hefore itix
drawn oft for use. The Reseivoir will admit
of ahout 16 feet depth of water, and 18 caleula-
ted to hold near two and a half millions of
gallons, a quantity fully adequate for ten days
supply for ‘the present popnlation of the low,
or five days supply fora population double
whai it now is, or say of 20,000 inhabitants.

This calgulation allows 25 gallons per day,
for every man, woman, and ch:ld, in the town;
and when 1t is considered that probably not
over hall the families will 1ake the water, it
will be seen that the supply for those who do
take it, will be very ample.

1t may here he remarked to the Stockholders,
that taking into view the positive prospect of a
material addition to the present popu:ation of
our town, and this at ap early day, the Board
have deemed it expedient to construet all the
works, o a eapacily, to accommadate a popu-
fation of 20,000 inhabitants. Accordingly, in-
stead of an'§ inch pumnp, as originally contem-
plated, with a ¢ foot stroke, We are procutinz a
10 1nch pump, with a 10 font stroke. 'The de-
scending main from the Reservoirto town, is
10 inches, instead of 8, as at first intended.—

A e | and prospects, and it remaims only for them to
After examining the dilferent sites on the|

about 4 feet of what will be the surface of the,
water when full, so as to form fwo basinsin;
the lower parl, while it will appear as one:

We have. also, concluded ta lay & inch pipes,
where at fist, 1t was desizned ta put 6 inch; and
8 and 4, where we oniginally intended 10 place
4 and 3 inch, respectively, and to have no 3
inch pipes laid, as being toa small for service.
Some af the Board, sinee their appointment,
have visited the Water Works at Baltmaore,
Wilmington, and Phitadelphia, and obiained
the sentiments of these who are connected
with these works, and of intelligent persons,
familiar with other similar siructures; and all
unite in the injunction, not to lay down pipes
that are too small, 1he efficiency beinzso much
leas when a full supply of waler 8 peeled, as
in time of {ire, and the expenge and tiouble of
substityting larger ongs for the smaller, when
they are ance laid down, beins so great,

he length of pipe which the Board desizn
laying, 18, also, gonsiderably grealer than was
at first proposed, extending now, in all, to near-
ly seven miles, |
The whole of this, as the Stockholders will
readily perceive, will necessarily increase the
entire cost of the work; but the Board are con-
fident in the opinion, that the advantages and
areater efficiency, will more than compensate
for the additional expenditure. .
It may be added, too, that it was al firat con-
templated to yse the Water Wheel then in the

Mill purchased by the Company; but, on exam-
ination, that wheel was fonnd not to posess suffi-
cient power for our purpose, and it having been
for a number of years in use, no reliance could
be placed upon its being mush longer fit far ser-
vice gt all. Loaking at1he great inconvenience
aud disappointment that wanld attend the break-
ng of the wheel, and thus the stopping ofthe
whole operation, especially if this should occur,
as it would be hable 1o do, roon after the
commencement of disiributing the water, the
Board degided to procure, at once, an iron
wheel, adapted to the size of the pump, and to he
putup with it. For the pump and wheel,a
very sohd foundation of masonry, isin process
of being built. . The asceriding maiu ‘pipe from
the Water House. to where it turnsinto the
Reservoir, i laid, and, also, the descending
main from the Reservoir to near Catts® Tavern.
The pipes are laid at an average depthaf 5 feet,
and are all well covered with a coat of white-
waeh previous to being placed in the ground,
as a preservative from rust.

1t is gratifying ‘to the Board, to be able to

state, that great as has been the drought of the
past summer, there was, at the lowest stage of

the Cameron sjream, sufficient water to grind
70 hushels of grain 1n 24 hours. The power
requisite for this purpose, it is belicved, would
be ample 10 raise an adequate supply of water
to the Reservoir for the purposes of the Town,
with its- present population. It must also he
borne 1n_mind, that the power referred lo, was
independent of the Dam across the stream,
which R. & R. F. Roberts have just completed,

and which will add materially to the quantily

of water that will he delivered at the Water

House, and he rendered effective for the pur-

poses of the Water Company.

Winle the Board thas advance the opsnion
that there will be sufficrent power lurnished by
the stream, to supply the Town with water at
all seasons, for some years 10 come, they yet
adm-tthe possibility of a deficiency in an ex-
tremely dry season, and they are consequent-
Iy constructing the machinery so as to admit
of using a steam engine, should 1t be fovnd
necessary, in aid of the water power, for the |
short season when the latier may not he itself
adequate. It will hence be seen, and the Board
are anxious that the Stockholders, and others
interested, may bear this continvally in mind
in connexion with the question, that, as it can-
not be determined. with entire certainty, in the
first place, how much water will be consumed
by our citizens, and next, what will be the pre-
cise power of the stream in the dryest seasons,
and as it1s deemed impolitic to be at the ex-
rense of procwiing a steam engine till it is
demaonstrated that one is necessary—there 15 a
possibility, at some dry season, that there may
not be, for a short time, a full supply of water.
But it shall be for only a short time, and shatl
happen but once: for the Board, on such an
accurrence, would take immediate mensures
1o place a steam engime in the Water House. to
be used in aid of the water power, whenever
the stream should be too low to answer the
purpose without it.  And even during the time
the steam engine is thys bewing placed in the
Water House, the cilizens will receive a much
larger supply than s fusnished them in the
present nade of watering the Town.

As far as the Board can now see, there is
nothing to prevent the water being introduced
into the Town by the 10th of March next,
which will be just one year from the time of
their appointment,

The state of the finances of the Company
will be seen by the repart of the Treasurer.
Having succeeded in procuring the pipes and
castings for the work, in great part, for the
Bonds of the Company, redeemable i ten
years fiom the 1<t day of the past month, and
you, the Stockholders, having paid yonr sub-
scriptions with a ficedom, and a promptness,
characteristic of our citizens, for which en-
couraging aid 1o your Board, permit us in this
way 10 express our sincere thanks, we have
been able to meet. instantly, every requisition
that has been made upon us, and this, 100,
withont using any portion of the ten thousand
dollars subseribed by Council, the Board ot
thinking the time auspicions lor disposing of
the Corporation Bonds.  We have now inthe
Treasury, $1,556 33, which sum, together with
the $10,000 from the Council, and the balance
of the instalments $3,559, not yet called in
from the Stockholders, remains for future dis.
bursements, Fhere will, probably, be needed
from six 1o {en thousand dollars additional sub-
scriptions, to complete the work on its present
enlarzed plan, \vrnich sum, it is contidently be-
lieved, can be raised among our citizens.

The Board have thus emdeavored to vender
aclearand full acconnt of their proceedings

assure the Stockholders, that from their first
appointment to the present time, they have at-
tended to the interests of the Company, with a
diligence and a fidelity that could not have
been exceeded, if the entire work had belonged
exclusively to them, and with & harmony
among themselves, which it will he pleasant to
reflect upon, after the work shall he completed.
All of which is respectfully submitted.—
Sigued on hehalf of the Board of Directoss ;
BENJ. HALLOWELL. President.
ALEXANDRIA, 11 MO, 24T, 1S51.




