Alexandria Water Company.

The President and Directors of the Alexan-
dna Water Company, have the satislaction lo
report to the Stackbolders, at this, the't second
annual meeting, that the work confided to their
charge 1s completed as far as 118 practical effi-
ciency 1s cencerned, and is in success{ul opera-
tion.  There remam yet to do, some gradize

lutle additional work in and around the Pump
H’uusc, when the whole will be entirely finish-
ed.

ti conformity with what was stated to be
our expectation 1n the Report 1o the Stackhol-
dersol the Lith of May last, the water was
letinto the Pipes, and conveyed mto town, on
the 15th of June, just 15 months atter 1he ap-
pointment of the Board, and after the first com-
mencement of the undertaking. The inner
surface of the pipes being rusty, some weeks
elapsed befare the water waa suitable for use,
{t1s now, however, very clear and pure, and
we think will compare, favorably, with the
waler introduced into any City 1 our country.
The number of those who take: the water, 15
daily mncreasing, and the works are manitestly
continually growing in public frvour,

Refening to the two former Reports af the
Board, for a detailed statement of our carly ope-
rations, we will temark as an evidence of the
tauhtuleess and efficiency of the Contractor,
Wilham McLane, who had that parnt of the
work under his charge, that when the water
was let inlo the papes, although under so great
a pressure, there were but two leaks iu the
whole 7 miles of pipe, and these were stopped
in the course ot a few homrs,  Thizis believed
to be an urparsiicled success in the laying of
water jnpe.

‘The Reservoir, too, constrncted by the same
mdividual, proved to be entirely firm.  In jact,
1t is a source of sreat satisfaction 1o our Board,
which satisfaction, we trust, will be, tn a mea-
sure, partaken of by the Stockholders, that we
have yet had none of Gur work 10 give way,
and require reconsiruction; but all has heen
secnrely, and substantially, executed at first.

The Reservors is enclosed with a firm and
neat fence, and the hank well sonded, end we
think it presents, altagether, a tasteful and
creditable appearance. From the top of the
bank of the Resdérvoir, the view ot the Poto.
mac, and the surrounding scenery, is one not
often surpassed in beanty, and which will
well repay those who have Jeisure 1o make it a
vIsit.

After the completion of the rodding of the
banks aroumd the Reservoir, the weather was,

finances of the Company, are clearly exhibit

11 the accompanying report o3 the Treasurer,
It is gratilying 10 be able to state, that thiough
your libetahity in suhscribing to the stock, and
then prompily pagiag the amount ol your sub.
scrijtions, the favorable tesms in regard to Pay-
ment on which John 8. fvick & Co. furmshed
-the  sequisite pipes, and the readiness wyp

and improvement of the Reservoir f.of, and a ! Which the “converuible loan" was taken by

ditterent individualg, as the Board had occasion
for additional funds, we have been continually
able 10 meet all the demands upon us, and have
now the means of satisfying every claim for
the expenses we have.ancurred.

The total cost of the Works to the stock hol-
deis when completed, will be about $5¢,000,
Of this'sum $28,000 -are taken in 6 per cent,
bonds of the Company, and $20,000 in a conver-
tible loan, at 6 per cent. Of the $26,0000f bonds,
1000 dollars_are redeemable in three years
1000 dollars in six years, and 4,000 dollars:
on the 15t of January, 1862. . The twenty thou-
sand dollafs loan are convertible into slock of
the Company at the opticn of e holder, any
time within five years from the 18t of July,
1852, otherwiee redeemable on the 1st of July,
1867. ‘This plices the financés of the Compa-
ny in an easy condition, The interest ‘due on
the 1et of January next, will be met by the
proceeds of waler rents, now in the hands of
the Treasurer,

The water iz already introduced nto abont
150 dwellinga, stores, and factories, yielding 10
the Compuny an annunal rent of $2,705,00, or
more than 3 per cent. on the entire cost of con-
struction, The sumber of those who take the
water, is continually ncreasing, so that by the
time of our next annual report, we have'every
teason to believe, we will be able 10 pay the
stockholders nearly or quite 5 per cent, be-
sides paying the interest on our debt, ami each
year afierwards divide 6 per cent, 10 the stock-
holders, and have a smking fund, with which
in part to redeem the bonds of the Company
at maturity, or to be used in extending the
mpes inlo pottous of the town, not at present
supplied with water.

Our success in introducing the water, and
the amount of rents recewved, contrasts very
favorably with ihe Water Works of Phitadei.
phia.  After the works had-been in. operation
in that ey for four years, and aver three hun-

dred thousand doilara had .heen expended in
itheir construction, the annual income [rom
| water reols as shown by their published statis-
Itics was only 1500 dollars, while ours already
lamounis, as previously stated, to $2,768,00.

' The successtul completion of #o.important

for sewe weeks, 5o diy, that strong apprehens a8 woik, within go brief a pertod, and without
siong were feft fest the graes would perish ; the occurrence of a single aceident or unplea.
but by repeatedly watering 1t, 1t was Kept alive, sant ciscumsiance, is deemed by your Board
amd we have now as zood a set of grass, as is [just cauge of mutnal congratnlation. It is not
perhaps ever oblamed jn the firal year's sod. yel fewo years mince lhe fiest public meeling of
g, Io the Spring, we hope to be able to our citizens was hely, to congiler the propriety
grade the loy, plant 1t with a few evergreens, and practicubilaty of the measure of undertak-
and ornam shrabs and flowers, and enclose ing o furnish our town with an ample supply
1t with o suitabile fence, which will complete of gaad water; and it will not be two_years tifl
our operations there, the 16th ot March next, since your Board waa

The Pamp Honse is 73 feet long and 37 appomted, 10 devise ways and means: amd exe.
feet wide, built 16 feet high of solid masonry, cute the work. Within the biiel period that
with 7 teel ol Jrume work above, and covered has since.elapsed, the Water Power and Lot
with 2 tin toof. It is a lange and very substan- for the Reservoir have been purchased, the
tral butlding, atlordimg ample room  f{or another  Pipe and Pump contracted for and pracured,
water wheel and pump, 1f the tuture growth of the Rescrvior constructed, Pump House and
our own should require them, or for a steam  Water House built, the Pump and Wheel put
engine, shonld one ¢ver be needed in aul of &ecuiely 1o their places, seven mifes ol Pipes
the Water Power, with space for all necessary fasdin trenches five feet helow the surface of
luel, &e. the ground, the reqmsite fire plugs set, and all

‘I'he Board would here take occasion 10 te- now in successfal operation, with every ac-
mark, that in view v} the lact which observa. count seltled as far as demanded.  Biief ar has
tion and philosephy seem 1o unile in establish- heen this perind, however, 118 aflecting and
ing, of the gradual diminution in the perma- humbling to remember that of those whore
nency and constancy of streams, a8 A counlty hearls were then united with us in the jauda.
js amproved and placed unler a system of ble enterpriae, ant whose encouraging voices
_drainage, causing the water that falls to run off were heard in beball of the undertaking, sev-
more inmediately, we have lvoked forward 1o eral have been removed by death—the places
a possible time when the Cameron Stream may  thal have known them, shall know them no
‘become o dimmahed by th causrs, as 1o wore. Bul they snd their good deeds, will
be imadequate to afford 2 «upply  of water lor long he borne in-grateful yemembrance by their
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the town, and, af the same tinie, 1o furnish the
power necessary to raise such supply to the Re--
servoir.  The Boaud, therefore, 1n purchaeing
the property and water rights, took the precaun.
tion to seeure the privilege ot Jaying the” mpes
to the Cameron stream below the Punp House,
s0 thal, masmuch asthe level of that water, s
mamntamed by the surtace level of the QOcean,
there will be the means of ohbtawing, at all
times 10 come, an ample supply of water tor
the 1own, by a steam engine 1n the present
Pamp House, using the same Pump, Reservorr,
Pipes, &c. This may be thought, by some, to
be looking far into the fuinre ; but asn was at-
tended by wo adiihonal expense, the Board
decemed il a proper precaution.

‘The Pump awd Wheet were built by J. P
Morug & Co., of Phda., and they work well.
The wheel 1s an 1ron one, 20 feet in diameter,
and supported by i mass of sohd stone work.
The Pump is doable acting, with a capacions air
vessel; 1Uis 10 inches in dmeter, and has a
1en loot stroke, with a 30 fonl econnecting rod,
and is very substantially bedded on  mason
work, with dressed granite capping.  Wete the
season more clement, 1t would aflford yvour
BBoard much pleasure 1o have yon to make a
petsonal mapeciion of the whole work, from
the Dam to the Reservair, as we are persnaded
yon wonld panake with us, of the gratilication
afforded by its substantial characler, amt the
pactection with which every part operates.—
The Jam across Cameron stream, has been
newly constincted by R. & R. F. Roberty, at
their own expense, anl the Board have widen.
et the Race, and made several other 1mprove-
ments, calculated 1o secute a more free and
abnndam flow of water. i

1t is a subject of very pleasant reflertion to
your Board, that, dunng their whale opera-
{ions, 10 pracuring the different piecesof proper-
ty, the rizhis of way, &c., &c., they have had
no controversy with any individual. No ore
has lelt himsell agrieved, by what they have

survivors

‘T'he Board have thus endeavoured o present
i to the stock holders, a clear and bnef account
of their operationg, and “he etate of the works
under their charge, up to the present lime,—
Thev close their report under a consciousness
of havimg earnestly endeavoured hroughout,
to perform a laithful partiowards the aock-
holders, while they have, at the same time,
duly regatded the interest and just nghts of all
those with whom they have had businers
ransaclions.
A1l ot which i8 respecifully eubmitted.—
igned on hehadf of the Board of Direciors:—

RENJAMIN HALLOWELL, President.
ALEXARDRIA, 12mo 171h, 1852,
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The Board of Directors of the Alexandria
Water Company, alter cousidering the report
of the President, now submitted to the stock-
holders, and having unanimousaly approved it,
agreed ainong themselves that they would be
derelict 10 their own feelings and the duoty they
owed 10 the Stockholders, should they with-
hold an expression of the opinion they all en-
l’ermin, of the wernits and services of the Presi-
denl

‘I'o the sagacity of our fiiend, the citizens of
Alexandnia are indehted for the first idea of
succesefully supplying the town with water
from the Cameron sticam.  Alone, and against
the general opinton of its capacity for that pur-
pase, he made the preliminary inquiries and
investigation, '

Having satsfied himself of the sofficiency of
the strean, he made the first movementina
town meeting called for that purjiose, and hav-
ing, by the confidence reposed in him by all
classes, organized the Company and secured
the water power, he has, as President of the
Company, without c:mpensation, lent the whole
energier of s mind with untiring zeal and
industry to its final accomphishment. .

To Benjamin Hallowell the present and fu-

done, but all has been amicable, and without
the ieast disturbance of good feeling.
The efliciency of the Water Works in aid o!

ture generations o! Alexandria will be indebt-
ed for one of the greatest natural: hlessings, a
supply of pure xolt water, winhout which no

the extinguishment of fires, was fully evinced cily residence can e comforiahle, and an am-
in the only one that has czcurred since the wa- ple supply of which must promote not only
ter was introduced into town,—that of the Cab- health and comfort, but will also aid in buld-

inet Factory of Jas. Green, Although the fire-
men, {rom this being the lirat occasion ol its use,
were without experience in tns mode ol sup-
plying their engines, yet they did not permit the ,
flames 10 extena beyond the apartment i which
the fire orizinated. A frame dwelling immedi-
ately contiguous, which but for this copious sup-
ply ol water, must necessanly have been con-
sumed, was wholly upinjured. Theamount of
propesty saved by the Cameron Walter in thatone
conflagration, 1t 1s believed would be no incon-
siderable part of the expense of introducing the
waler into the town. The additional -security
which all must feel, arizing from the facility
with which fires can herealter be extinguished,
and from the fact that the flames may be pre-
vented from extending bheyond the building
where the fite commences, cannot failto he a
relief and gratification 10 many of our citizens

At the fire referred to, the engines are said to
have heen at work about four hours, throwing
a continual stream on the burning hwlding, and
yel'the water in the Reservoir was lowered an-
ly 4 inches. In tnree houra the next morming,
the pumyp raised the water 7 inches. A Iittle
calculation, therefore, shows that we had n
the Resorvoir, at the time the fite occnired,
sufficient watér to have kept the enzines at
work as they were, night and day, for siz suc-
cessive days, and then, in addition to this, by
starting the Pump, we counld have forced the
walerinto the Reservoir more than fwice as fast
as it was uséd out,

The Board wish to bear emphatic testimony
to the abibty, as an Engineer, of Frederick Erd-
man, under whose direction our water works
have been constructed.  Hawving heen for many
vears engaged an the Philudelphia Water
Works, and hdving subsequently constructed
those of Harrishurg, P’a., and Frederick Town,
Md., and perhaps other similar woiks, he pos-
sesses an amount of practical mformation, wm-
ted with a fumi of »cienuific ‘knowledge, and
great mechanical skill, that render his services
in such an undertaking of the greatest value.
For much of the success that has aftended our
operationg, we are greally indebled 1o him, and
if his other engagements had oply permitted
him.to give our works his constant attention,
il wonld have heen all that the Board could
have desired. -

The Board think themselves fortnnate, taon,
in securing the services of aniel Lewis, as
general Superintendent of the:works. He has
entered with enerey and zeal upon the perform-
ance of his multiplied duties, all of which he
has so far performed to our entire fatisfaction.
He hasinformed him:elf of the rethod of lay-

ing and tapping the jipes, so as 1o he'an-effi-|

(gerntdo|)eMlqr, and an important aid to- the
Bogrd. oo

" The expenses -incurred in the different
of the structure, and the present State of

the

up manufacturer, by supplying-th
ment ol steamn power. )
Whilst bestowing .coinmendation in his re-
port, upon the agents anil officers of the cum-
pany who aided him in the performance of hir
ardaous duties, with a modesty accompanying
true_merit, he could not nclude himeelf, and
whilst it has heen the pleasure of each member
of the board to yiel! him a hearty sapport, they
all feel they #re only entitled to the honor of
having heen faithful and sincere supportere of
lns measurer.
]
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