LOCAL ITEMS,

Arexasoria Warer Comrany.—The reg-
ular znnual meeting of the stockholders of
the Alexandria Water Company, was held
by adjournment from the 5th Nov. last,
at the Lyceum IHall oo the ovening of the
wih January, 1856,

ua motion, W, II, Fowle was called to the
chnir, snd Edward S. Hough appointed Se-
erafaTy.

six bundred and ninety-five shares were
found to be represented.

The Report of the Board of Directors was
presented by Benj. Ilallowell, President,
which was unanimously adopted, and order-
w1 to be printed in the usual pamphlet form.

Report of the President and Direclors :

The President and Directors of the Alex-
andria Water Company hercin present to the
Stockholders ‘their Annual Report for the
year 1355, It is gratifying to be able to
ttate, that the Works continue in good con-
dition, in all their parts, and this without
any repairs, exceptiog some incidental ones,
such as the cleaning out of the race, &e.

Aceorling to the returns of Daniol W,
Lewis, the attentive and efficient Superinten-
dent of the Works, the pump was in opera-
tion durinyg the different months of the past
vear, the number of hours exhibited in the
wllowing table, which also shows the num-
ber ol fires in each month, in the extinguish-
ment of which the Cameron Water was used :
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Jenuary, 9l:2n 4
February, 72 3
March, i 08 2
April, | 92 4
May, ' 110:30 2
Juoe, i o2 2
July, 134 3
August, 119:30 0
September, | 113:30 0
October, ] 1:38:3 1
November, 162 2
Drecember, 110 0
Total, 24

It will thus be seen, th
water was used in putting out twenty-four
ditterent fires during the year, averaging two
each month, and its efliciency and imper-
tance in some of them, aftorded additional
cvidence of the great value of this auxiliary
to the aid of the firemen,

The preceding table shows, also, that the
pump was at work only fifty-three days, or
about one-veventh of the whole time. In 1853
itwerked 35 da in 185447 duys, and, ag
iust stated, in 1855, 53 days, showing o gra-
dualincrease in the quantity of water requir-
2l Asmentioned in our former reports, the
yump raises 25,740 gallons per hour, and the
Beservoir holds two and a half millions of
wallons, requiring one hundred hours work-
Loy of the pumgp to fill it.  There were raised
awl supplied to the town in

1533, twenty-one and a half millions galls.

154, twenty-millions of gallons.

i~55, thirty-three millions of gallons.

As the pump was in operation the past year
ouly about one-seventir of the whele time, we
way salviv conelude, that, couid it be kept
continually at work, it weald roise water suf-
ticient to supply a population fully six times
that swhich our city at present contains. We
are convineed, however, that, although the
water power of the Cameron stream, has been
thus far entirely adequate to our purposes, it
could not be relied upon with a much greater
pepulation than we now  have, nor, indeed,
depended on at present, through the dry sea-
=, without greast anxiety, considering the
conspquences that would attend a failure to
saupply water, even for & single day, to our
citizens, and to the steam engines dependent
uponit.  Iu conformity, therefore, with the
decision of the company at the last general
meeting, your Doard of Directors have erect-
ol, during the past sennner and fuil, astearn
engine of tweaty horse power, o be used in
aid of the water power, whenever the latter
~hail proveinsullicient, from eitheran inerease
of population, or an extremely dry season.
Although the Caneron strenm may not con-
tin water suflicient to raise a supply for the
town, owing to the fact that it requires sbout
eight gnlleny o the wheel to raise one to the
reservuir, yet, if «lf the water of the stream
were raised by steam power, it i3 believed
there would Le ample, even when the stream
was lowest, for a population of one hundred
thousatd,

Weo may, therefore, foel assured, since the
erection of the Steam Engine, that, without
some contingencey which 1t i3 impossible to
iuresee, the Company possess the means of
i ug the City well sapplied with water,

kv
at all seasons, without further outlay, for a
number of years, and, indeed, until vur po-
pulativn shall be many fold what it at pre-
sent 13,

The work heing all constructed in a very
substantial manner, may now be regarded as
completed, a circumstanco very gratifying to
the Doard of Directors, as we have no doubt
it must be to the Stockholders also.

The accompanying Report of the Treasur-
er will exhibit the state of the financesof the
Company, and the cost of the erection of the
Steam Engine, Xe. T'he Steam Engine was
built by our eaterprising fellow-citizen,
Thoma Jamieson, and itis a very credi-
table piece of workmanship. There has
happily been no oeeasion to use it for any
thing further than to test its capacity for
perierming the serviee required of it. On
s triad, 9t worked four successive hours,
making thirteen strokes to the minute, and
raised the water in the Reservoir ten inches,
which the Superintendent says was more
than ia dene by the Water Power in the
same time.  The Superintendent says furth-
er that the Fngine could bave been kept in
operation for any length of time, and that
he stopped it only because it was unnecessa-
¥ to continug it longer at work.

Daniel W, Lewis, our Superintendent,
zave close and careful attention to the En-
yive, during its eraction and subsequent ope-
ration, so as tully to understand its ditferent
rarts. as he had done in regard to the Pump,
faying of the Pipes &e., and ho feels conti-
dent, that he can now nnage the Engine

- well, when it is at work, ani take all proper
+ careof it, wher there is no oceasion to use
it
. Owing (o tho soft nature of the Sub-Soil at
© the Pump-llouse, a dificalty attended the
seenring of a tirm foundation for the Chim-
tey, Eagine, and Boiler. But knowing the
iipertance of having a solid base on which
T ereet the different structures, we dug down
Gl we obtained firm earth on which to build.
Uhis inerensed the amount of mason work
very materially, and that being a costly item,
where the stone have to be transported so
¢ tar. the whole eest of the work was greater
: than the estimate which had been furnished
"\; our Fogineer,  Every care, however, was
sen iu the erectionof the works, to observe
the strictest cconomy computible with that
duratility and firmness so essential in such
works,
trll‘;:::'tl:{.‘::‘l:o p;\s! year there have been in-
4 one '.“l'rul.eiuqt e distributing mains, fifty-
additional ;\'u";:bﬂ‘s p s‘u!,pll’y wter to bl
business ‘\llld lc: o {:um.les, or places of
t remark, altho l»‘r‘e wo would take occasion
tor duing %0, that, motwitheradie the Hbo
ral torms woon iI:;;mlnlmmudmg the libe-
i sarpliod p i the Cameron Water is
“Fplied to consumers, the Bonrd have posi-
1y grounds to believe that many persons in

5

our City obtain water for their use, surrepti-
tously, greatly totheinjury of the Companys
rights, and of the moral integrity of those
who permit themselves thus to violate those
rights. The Board would earnestly ask the
attention of all persons who rent the Cameron
Water of the Company, to the manifest fact,
that they pay only for what their own fami-
lies use, and of course, they prossess none to
give away. If, therefore, they permit others
to have water from their hydrants, they act
dishonestly, by giving away that which be-
longs to others. Also, if they are cogmizant
of the fact that their hydrants are used by
those who have not the privilege from the
company for duing 8o, or even permit their
hydraots to be exposed and unprotected
whaere they are liable to bo improperly used,
they are guilty of a culpable breach of fuith |
toward the Company, who,when they placed .
the bydrants under their charge, relied in

full confidence, on their use being restricted

to their families alone.

We would be glad, through the individuals
representing the interests of the Corpora-
tion in the stock of this company, to call the
attention of the Common Council and the
Corporate authorities to the condition of the
fire plugs. Although these were erected un-
der direction of the company, they belong to
the Corporation, and their importance to our
citizens in case of firo is known and appreci-
ated. They should, therefore, be protected
from injury and preserved, atall timos, in &
condition ready for immediate use. To do
this efficiently, the Board would suggest that
they should Le placed underthe specialcharge
of some officer or officers of the Curporation,
and that some penalty be attached to their
abuse, or to their being unauthorizedly used.

When we consider that it is not yet quite
five years since the first public meeting was
held to consider the propriety and practica-
bility of introducing a supply of water into
our town, and that the works are now entire-
ly completed; the water found to be so great
a protection, convenience and luxury; ihat
the company have already paid ona semi-an-
nual dividend of 3 per cent. in scrip, and two
in money, and are prepared to pay the third;
we think there is enuse of mutual congratu-
lation on the success of our underiaking.

The Works being thus completed, the Pre-
sident takes the present oceasion to state,
that having served the company to the best
of his ability, frow its tirst organization, he
respectfully declines being a ‘candidate for
re-election as & member of the Board of Di-
rectors ; and he trusts the stockhoiders will
relense him with a cheerfulness equal to that
with which he has served them as long as he
thought bis services could be particularly
useful. He feels less reluctant in announ-
cing thix determination, which is a fixed
one, from his knowledge of the capacity and
efficiency of the other members of the Board
with wiom he has so long and so pleasantly
acted, and to whose unrewitted exertions, to-
gether with those of the Secretary, are main-
Iy due the timely completion and suceesstul
operations of the Works.

All of which i3 respectfully submitted.

BENJ’N HALLOWELL, Pres’t.

ALEXaNDRIA, Va,, 1 mo. Tth, 1356,

The statements of the Treasurer were also
presented and read, and ordered to be print-
ed with the report.

On motion, it was

Ordered, That the Treasurer be authorized
to pay annually, on such day as the January
dividend on steck may be made payable, the -
interest which may acerue on the Serip is- |
sued by authority of the.stockholders ou the
5th February, 1855.

The meeting then proceeded to an eleclion
of a Board of Directors for the ensuing year,
when the following gentlemen wereduly elee-
ted, viz:

R. H. Miller, Stephen Shinn, Thos. Me
Cormick, J. B. Daingerfield, Wm. N. Mc
Veigh, Geo. D. Fowle, and E. S. Hough,

On motion of D, B. Smith, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of the Stockhol-
ders of the Alexandria Water Company are
due, and are hereby heartily tendered, to
Beojamin IHallowell, for his highly efficient
services as President thereof, from its orgapi-
zation : and, further, that the {ree use of the
Mount Cameron Water, for bis private dwel-
ling, is hereby extended to him sv long as he
may require it,

The meeting then adjourned.

Traves, axp rue Mans.—The train on the
Orange and Alexandrin Railroad, due here
on Sunday at 2 o’clock, P. M., arrived yes-
terday morning, about 4 o’clock, after much
difficulty. The train on the Manassas Gap
Railroad did not arrive on Monday until 7
o’clock, P. M. Yesferday it came in at
the usual hour. The river is completely
blocked up with ice, and the steamer Powha-
tan, alone, is able to make irregular trips.—
The train on the Orange and Alexandria
Railrond was several hours bLehind time
again, yesterday, but it is thought that it
will be able to make the regular time from
und after to-day. We are still one or two
mails behind from the north ; but all will be
vegular again in a day or two, should we
not be visited with another snow storm.

esteNaTioN  aNd  Krzerioy.~—Benjamin
Hallowell has resigned the presidency of the
Alexandrin Water Company, which he bas
filled &0 efficiently nnd faithiully since its
organization, lle retires with the good will
and sincere regrets of all the stockholders.—

The Board of Directors yesterday, unani-

mously elected Robert 1. Miller, President
of the Company, to succeed Mr. Hallowell.

Baxk Direcrors.—1The annual eleetion
for nine directors to serve for the ensuing
year in the Bank of the old Douminion, was
held nt the Bunking llouse yesterday, when
the following gentlemen were re-elected, viz:
W. I. Fowle, R, Il. Miller, D. F. Ilooe,
W. N. MeVeigh, Lewis McKenzie, Benj.
Waters, W. G. Cazenove, J. J. Wheat and
Stephen Shinn,

Foryp Desap~—An Irishman was found,
frozen to death, on the Washington and
Alexandvia Turnpike, yesterday morning.—
It is supposed that he was under the effects
of liquor, and fell in the snow, from which
he was unable to rise, and thus perished.

Etectioy.—Capt George I Duffey, was
elected a member of the Board of Aldermen,
from the Second Ward, at a special eleciion
held on Monday last, to fill o vacancy caused
by the resignation of Mr. A, W. Eastlack.

Tor IIavre.—Messrs. Fowle and Co. fin-
ished loading, on Monday, the fine ship Ou-
ward for Havre in France. The sbip takes out
1000 barrels of flour and 40,000 bushels of
wheat.

Divipexp.—At a meeting of the President
and Directors of the Alexandria Water Com-
pany on Monday eveniog,asemi annual divi-
dent of three per cent was declared.

IuporTatioN oF Sarr.—There was impor-
ted into this port, during the past yeor 145,-
804 tons of salt.




