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Complete H)story
from 1875 to
1914 told from
Council Records

and newspaper
files.
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The new well system for supplying
La Crosse wlth waier is now fully
instailed and in complete operation,
and while it bas not passed the con-
troversial perlod, its cost has been
sO great that not even an adverse
verdict can change it for inany years |
to come. ~Therefore, perhaps a re-!
¥iaw. of the history of the Y,a Crossa
water sVstems njav prove an inter-
esting diversion from the contro-
‘verfy in which women, gesticujating
with chapped hands, hoiler owners,
eXPerts. and politicians have enter-
taihed us with a confusion of dis-
agreement which the perceptible
80ltening of the water has not avail-
ed 12 silence

But tbis writing docs not come to
take away the sword and offer a
story of peace. for in every stasc
the water question has proved

\source of Jdisagreement; and in ‘““the

Fﬁ 02.L1 Zoad o1 duys”

pance the quarrel threatened al
5 T @?amb conclusion. .
,@.A\t* the oittset it is well to note

th:u?ifhe old La Crosse water sys
4( was not a concrefe system, map-
e Tout and; prolected with itg final
con(plotiou contemplated by ij18 or-

2 ad

in a2t least one {n- ]m”

gg'marors Rathor it came in a small
wav.in regpoa%g to immediate neces-
sity., a‘n(r wias exjflanded inh more or

less p chwork [ashlou 44 the grow-
ing n& 4 dictated ¥

Medary
While J.

lhe Oariinator,

S. \[edm\. l*onrteanth
and Ning streets. must be credited
with the distinctlon of founder of
the first water systetu, there pre-
ceded his enterprise an {1l starred
nndertaking of which history bears
note, It was early in the year 1.875?
that at the suggestion of the tato!
Alderman Charles. Michel a commit-
tee of the council consisting of Mr
Michel. John Paul and H. T, Bliss,
the latter city enf&ineer. was ah-
pointed to look into the mattier of a
waterworks with a view to siwbmit-
ttng plans to bond the city for that
purpose to the popuiar vote.

The report of Fngineer Bliss, hased
upon a surve¥ made at the time,
bears date of June 11, 1875. and the
report of the Michel r‘ommlttee was
made on September 28th of that
NMear.

The Bliss survey proposed to take
the water from La Crosse river. and ;
'{t was the uni%ue idea that the wa-!
ter coulldl he distributed hy its own
power hy damniing the river to se-
curc a sufficient head. The reunort
add& that in addition to furnishing
water in this way, sufficlent power
could be secnred to operate manu-
fatturing plants. The rebort is not
long, end as it contains some inter
esting data and shows the point of
view of the time, we reproduce it
as symmarized In the council pro-

ceedings: _
Poweir }From la (Crosse River.
“Wpe give helow a report mare by

$)iss from the basig
of somme part éal surveYs made {n ac¢-
cordance with the resolutinn {niro-
duced hy Alderman Charles Michel
at the lasf meeting. Mr.  Blisg
seems Lo be frin in the belief thakt,
there is available power in La Crosse’
river for the purnose and he mac}c§
200d retommendation 1o the coung

whieh was acted upon and a commi

tec has  heen aphointed to lpgh
{thoroughly into the imatter and’® rés:
port as to the best plan of r.:h.lngr

Surveyo
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éh‘ﬂ,'f‘it“’ the ammi’ﬁt‘of water need-- “The total cost them of resi
(¢ Dipes, etc., w ] £
“The power from I.a Crosse river l.?A fe'lsxl)l(e)lllp(:al)le fot.g",,ggoof Lg.
wonld be valuable for m manufacturing | Crosse River Dewer \\Ould be tq
purbeses. —but  for two or three|hujld a dam across the river Above
months Qf the year the fall is cnt Winona Junction, bring the water
off by high wuter of Mississibpi.lin a canal along the edgo of the
‘S,t!]_]‘ thete wonld Dhe enough for|iahleland near the road to Bostwick
ralsing water for city use. | valley as far as the Miller farm,, and
Cau’t sayv just how n uc.h would: then pnt in works for pumping thw
be mneeded per day. Statisties of [water into a reservoir upon the
various cilres insestigateq vary. The tableland at a sufficient elevation,
lowest is 12 guallons; lllc his hest 60] 150 feet, to give the reduired head:
galions for each iudividual- Prob-jror carrying the water wherever
_ablb_' 30 \}:01[](‘ be a“ll)lC h(‘,’fe. 'I‘l]c nce(]eﬂ ’ :
“Auotiier wvlan, perliaps the bettey)
would Dde to build & storage resers.
The O’d pump HOUSG voir upeir the tableland south and
cast of Wiuona Junction which
could be supplied with wafer ralsed
from Smith CGreelk. From this reser-
voir the water conld be brought to
a distribuling reservoir near tle
Milier Jyairm fromw whig¢h it conld be
taken to every part of the city,
“The advantage of this plan would
that betier ground lor the reservoir
could be found, purer water conldl
be obtained, and providiug the cur-
rent of the river would supply the!
necessary power (and perhaps il
would) could be improved st less|
cost. i
“As your resolution does not call
for any report in relerence to steam
power I have mmade no examination
Tlis is the Original Bullding as Re-!of ihe cost of walerworks operated

built for the 1Holly Pump in 1891-5. nlhu&.
“H. L. BLISS,"

“June 11, 18737 ‘
only safe method is to make a largc The lonorable James J. Hogan
estimate as we must malie provision was mayor ot the cify at the time
tor the future. This report esti-; these proceedings took place, and;
mated the nture hopulation at 20,-; presided at the meeting at wiich
000, the Alichel committee reported. The
[ “This basis would regnire 600,040 comnmitiee (escribed a Junket in
]lgallons daily. A reservoir should| which it had visited numerons cities
Peontain two  weeks'  supply whichto examine waterworks and had gone
wonld pe §,400,000 gallons. This,to Chicagn to investigatle equipment. |
would reduire an area of hasc ofi The report favored a phnt sinmilar|
two and one-half acres and an arcafto thal st Clinfon. Jowa. “‘a eity of
of ground. including base, c¢mbink-:9,000, the size of Ly Crosse without
ment anl slope, ol § acres. Thelthe Fifth ward.” It will be noted
.'cost of ground ang right of \\‘lystlldf (lt this carly day ke “filtering
would be. say $2.000. The cost of {plalt” coniroversy was Dborn, for
the earthwork tor the . reservoir |there was such a plant at Clinton,
would be about $5.000. I‘m(l ithat the comnittee favored it
“The hest method of seenring the 18 indicated by their report that it
Pottom and sides rom  leakage | Wdas Uentirely satistactory.” At Rock
would be stone flagging and cement_ ! Jsland. the counnittee saw the ilol-
iL would cost $20.000). pud[mn«r,lv waterworks, and it is interesting
rithclay wonld answer the purihose [to hote that it was a “Ilolly pump”
d"l is (‘llO«ll)Cl \\'thh wns 1"tel‘ SeCllt‘C(l. a[te" tl]e"
“The toful ¢ast then of a reservoir|two Blake pumps, and which, with
with ths land would bp §27.000. .Eils tribulailons. we have with us to
“Two niites of pipe, 15 inches injthis da¥. The eanipment which the
diameter., would 1o needed, whic commliftee report ravored was so0j
would probahly cost on zxn averagejcomplete as to suggest that it \\ml't&f
of $30:000 when ludd. Six miles of | reduce Inc risk and fnsuvance ﬁl‘w{
smaller pipe would cost on an av. jber chn‘ agd was fo cost upwardss
erago, including hydranls, gatss snd {ol $56.000. ‘?

other attachmenls, $10.060 per mile, Following Aldernman Michel’s re
m:flking $60,000. ' pert. Alderiunan Joseph W, Losey inzg
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J. S. MEDARY

EFe is fairly entitled tov be called “The
tem."”

T1odnéed o resolution providlug for

a bohd iszne of FGO.ON0 4t seven
per Cent interest to finance the wa-
terworks. and for n special election
to approve the honds to e held ou
Ortober 24, of that year.
Vole NDawn Bonrd 1ssie,

Wahen early in the twentiethr cen-
tury the peonle ol 1.4 Crosse defeat-
ed N. C. Bachellor's proposal for a
new river water s¥stemm with a fliter

ling Dblant. by more than two to oncd,

the result was regarded as an over-
wlielming negative, but 1L
less emphatic than the vote by
which the people rejected the Mich-
cl-Bliss proposal in the fall of 1S73.

was far

$
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Father of the T.a Crosse Water Sys-

“The undersigned, a comnittee of
one ahnointed by the malor to per-
1form . the melsacholy duty of can-
vassing the votes c¢ast at tho suvecial
election held in the ¢ity of L.a Crosse
onh the 2:3rd day of November. A. D.
1875, on the auestion of voting
Jbends in the sum of $60,000 to aid
in the construction ol water works,
cheerrnlly reports:

“The number of votes cast at said
special election was 731 {seven bun-
dred and thirty-one), of which 124
fone hundred and twenty-four)
were for the issue of bonds in the
Leum of 260,000 and 607 (six hun-
dred and seven) of said votes were

f

for in the latter vear the vote wasjagainst the issue of bonds in the

at least five and a hall to one against
the waterworks.’ Perhaps it was
well that there was the saving grace
of humor, to mgtlgate the Litterness
of defeat, in tha report which Mr.
Looaey mudo to the council upon the
resulls ol that memorable election.
Ifotlowing is the' Losey repori. talen
from the council proceedings of De-
comber 1, 18735

sum of §$60.000,
‘ “Your couwnnittee further teports
with mulica toward none and char-
ity for all,” the result shows that a
large 11nalority of the voting [rec
holders of this city have no desire
to be washed with water—in the
wiy we proposed. =~
““Ar said Micawber, so say I: ‘The
blossom is blighted, the leal is with-
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The New Pump House ]

system.

lered. ithe God of day goes Jdown npon
‘the drear scence and—aud. in short,
the scheme is forever floosed.” If
no onc clse tnonrng. the drawers of
water and the honsewives will. Fare-
well. Reqnuleseat in hace.
“J. W, LOSEY.
“Commnlitteceman.”
Renew  Eifovts.

' So far had the indnstrial and com-
mercial section of the city developed.
however. that one defeat contd not
8ty the movement toward water
serviee, The fire rislk was the thov-
ing inlluence, and it shonuld he
borne in mind that the development
ol the water system [rom i{s begin-
ning, following the emphatjc re-
lection of the Miche! plan, had in
view only fir¢c mrotection. On Jan-
vary 14, of the following year, 1874,
Alderman  Mirhel renewed his cf-
{forts, but to avoid public objection,
took a new direction. tle orfered a
resolution that the mavor appoint a
cominittee of three to tonfer with
Messrs. Colinan and Panl ‘‘relative
to putting in pnnmip works fo protect
the conlnlercial and manutacturing
portions of the c¢ity from fire.”” This
resolution was passed.

It 18 interesting to note that dnr-
Ing all of these proccedings ¥. P,
Bradish, lather of our present city
enginger, George P. Bradish, who has
been so active a factor in the water
works debate, was a memher of the
city council and participated jn ai
the proceedings relative to the pro-
posed? water works.’

—

-

-~. R R -

IFine new station whieh is the most ijniposing feature ol the new

|

well

Afain failure resiilted, tHig tiifie
heeaunse of the commitiee’'s misgiv-
ings as to the legality of any steps
téken bhursuant to the resolntion.
'The committee's report, signed by
Mr. Loseyv, chairman, raises the le-;’
gal point that cven 1were DMessrs.:
Paul and Coiman to consent to &/
snggestion that they enter into anf
dgreement to puwmp the water, che
city has no power to hond for the
[lnone,v to lay necessary water pipe,
Therefore, “in view of the recent
empbatic negative vote on the Queés-
tlon. the connlittec refnses to rec-
omniend it.*’

Medory Finters Fight.,

We now come to the point at
| which Mr. Aledary became a factor
in the fiZht far the water svstem.

By the way, some of our “yourger
itimers" have heard the “old tiners”
l'talf‘\' of the davs when “the thrée
,Jims" ran the town—-.Jim [IYogan;
Jiny Medocey and Jim MceCord. Fere
we have them in [lull vegalia, and
: from all accounts they were thiee
“regular wmen.” Jim  Llogan pre-
. Sides over the rity rouncil as wmavor.
:Jim NMceCord presideg over the Board
E’of Trade as president. and Jim Me-
dary on the flloor hears tlie burden
of shokesman for the emninently nec-
cssary and thoron$blY¥ unpodular
water plant proposal. -

During the latter bart of Ap#f3;
1877, Mp. Medary and othets: béganw

——— —,

the circulation of a patition  ame
the voters, asking that,‘somé - okt
Of a water system be provideds.ay




lon May 6th the Board of Trade, Pres-
fdent ‘McCord Presidmg, heard City
Engincer Bliss, discussing this pe-
intien, urge that in order to fnsure
Buccves.s the petition be pushed until
a malority of the electorate had
gigned it, This was ordered don®,i
and on May 9th a formal hetition
from the poard of Trade, asking the
conncil 1o provide a water sYsteni,
was read helore the latter bhody.
"}Ma.\'or Edwards, who had been elect-
i'ed to succeed Mr. Ilogan, presided.
1.Tlier'c*1||1011 a commitice composell of
Aldermen Voight, Rau, Elwell, Pam-
perin and Losey was appointed, Tt
was suggested that the committee
conslder 2 waler plant ‘“'similar to
that In Winona.”

Mr. Medary wmonniollzed the time
of the ensuing wmeeting o) the Board
of Trade, May to, 1877, with a vig-
orous garesentation o) the water
Juestion, citing the big Oshlkosh lire
and other similar dizasters as ob-
1ect lessons by which this city should
profit. lle analvzed the obposition
of the less well-to-do witizens as he-
InZ Lased upon the faet that *‘they
deemed an increase of taxation to be
motve than they could bhear and er-
roneousiy thought that the enterprise
was solely for the henclit of the
sieh.”?

Adopt Winena Systenr,
Maoedary argued that while it |
Jdid not scem [vasible for the city to |
pegin an .extensive water works at
that tjme, there was no reason why
& beginning should not he made in
2 modest way. Jfe suggested, on
grounds of economy, that the Wino-
va system, in which the saw inili
men furnished the pump and did the
pumping on contract, the city fur-
nishing only the pipe, be adovted.

Thereupon, following a resolution
offered by 1°. C. Jones, a committeei
was appointed to visit Winona and
examine the system, the chair nam-
1ing Messrs. Jones, Roosevelt and
Bitss. This commitiee was also aus;
thorized to confer with the La CrosSeW
mill owners ‘“to see what could be
done.””

On Nay 23rd this committee re-
norted favorable to the Winona plan,
hut informed the hoard that Messrs.
Paul, Colman, Washburn and other
mill ownerg, while. jnterested in the
plan. were not prepared to make a

MMr.

definite. proposilion. Thercupon a
motion
comniitlee, adding Seerctary Os-
trander 10 its numher and directing
that it report Its tindings to the city
council.

The legal ¢ueslion
the failure of the former referendum, |
which had heen responsible for M. |
LLosey's declination to act nnder the i
8acond council resolution, had heen.
offiret now by a petition signed by
a majority of the taxpayers, 'I‘he:‘i

was ¢arried continuing the!
i

presented by

couneil promptly took ap the
method suggested hy the Board of
Trade, and arranged to letl. the eon-
tract for pnmping by means of bids
for the worlk. mfll owners being in-
vited to submit proposals, but on
August 27th Aldevinan Elwell, cliair-
man of the water commitlee, re-
ported that no hids had bheen sub-
initted on August 14th. the time set
for openin& them; and that on Aug
nst J1st the committée had arranged
meatings with Messrs. Colniau and
Paul and conferred upon the ter:nsg
whereby the latter should furnish
puniping equipment. An alternate
propotition was for the city to build
fts own punmping equipnient. n
case the contract pian was adopl ed,
private citiZzens were “(o be empow-
ercd at their own expense. to lay
uniforin pipds 1o connect with the
water works.” The rescolution limited
the ctty to an expense of $15.000.
Op July Ldith the plan kKnown as the
fL.osey amendiment, which provided

[ T——

Dr. W. A. Anderson

gt

and

cfficlency
economy of the water system,

1le developed the

that the city lay nlpes ‘““from Zeis-
ler's Brewery to Badger street, Bad-
ger to State. Pearl 1o Division, Dj-
Vision to Mississippi. ©ront to Fifth,
Fifth to Eighth, Eighth to Eleventh,
and on Sixth., Ei{ghth and Tenth
streets,”” was adopted. The mills
were to do the pumping, and even-



itually almost all the saw mills par.
tlcipated in this worls.

This was tho beginning of the wa-
ter works, and it is interesting to
note from the report of Mr. Ilwell,
who had the superintendency of the
work, that the gross receipts for the
water works for the first fifty daYs,

whieh ended ADril 8, 1S7S, were
$69.00,
Ereet Pump House.
In 1880 ¢the <outract withh the

mnllls was renewed, but on May 14th
of that ycur steps were talken looking
to the purchasa of pumps and the
erection ol a pum houge. and plnns
and specifications were ordered. This
work was «done during the ensuing
vear. and on Njay 14, 1881, the story
of the achievement was told in a re-
i port to the council signed by the
city engincer: of which the follow-
ing is a summary:

‘“Tfherec has been erected durm?;

ihas heen plared a George I°. Blake
thirty inch stcam and sixtcen inch
v ater oylinder duplex bunwup, all of
i which is neurly completed. Cost,
$32,011 . 83. ('ost prior to this Year,
$49,249.28. Total cost, $§1,257.11,
Total numher of water takers 273,
an increase of 71 during past year.
Average amount of water pPuimped
per day during last month was 2353.-
1580, increase of 48,118 since last an-
nual report.

“(Signed} James Manchester, su-
perintendent of water works.”

From that time there followed a
long period of gradual accrctions to
the water plant, developing lts
equipment and extending its service
into the rcsidence section. It was
also a controversial period, and there
has anever hcen long sustained peace
upon this subject. Always it has
been a conflict between the advocates
of a systen that would 8ive drink-
jing water as well as fire Protection,
;and those who insisted that the
wholesomeness of our well water
supply made the expense of that
change unnccessary.
¢ The iirst water tapper was ap-
pointed i1 1882, and {n the follow-
ing year it was decided to provide
an additional engine and boiler. In
1884 the present wells were sunk on
land adjacent t{o the water works.

Want Better Water.

The next move looking to making
the wafer supply suitable for do-
mestic consumption came on Sep-
tember 14, 1394, when a comwmiti2e,
consisting of D. . Powell, E. E.
Kowalke, Frank Schwalbe, \Williain
Neumeister and mnavid Dramn:ond,
acting on authority from the co'in-
cil, reported that it would reQaire
from three to five thottsand dollars
fo secure a competent hydrautic en
fineer ‘‘to iind ways and means

:stayed

: Holly

yar of the Worthington pump.

lof the well system.

\vlmreby an abundant-and herma.n@l\lga
subhbly of healthful water c-an(idia

guaranteed.” This was the tesin-
ning of the fight over the Hally
pump, the next council meeting -

ranging for estimates on a ten Iil-
lion gallon pump. A consulting en-
gineer by the name of Cole was
hired. 7Tn casting about for a site
the Listmau nlili site was considereéd,
but dr. Cole declared it impracti-
cable, and a com!mittee composed of
William J.ohmuiller, George X[. Gor-
adon and Williain Torrance sustained
him. DMr. Cole's plans for a pump
were also endorsed, and the Bwoard
of Public Works was authorized to
ask for bhids. There followed a
junket as a result of which a com-
nittee recomriended the \Worthing
ton .pnmp. The Holly pump neople
obiccted, and the t:isht was on. The
Ho'ly peoble controliv.l the council
and waitzod to reta: ey, tut May-

the past vear a pump house in whichiogr Powell vetoed the resolutioi. Tke

Board of Public Works let the con-
tract to the Worthington company,
but the contract was later rescinded.
and XxIr. Cole was finally hired aad
hited. Daring this contro-
versy the advocates of a filtering
plant were buspy, but made 20 he2G-
way,

There were three
company,

bidders: The
the Yorthington
company, and the Allis-Chalmers
company. The conflict turned on
the method of pumping. The Holly
pump was a perpendicular pumbp,
while the Worthington and Allis-
Chalmers pnmps had a direct drive
into the water pipes, and it did seem
this horizontal method was mor®
logical.
Copeland Urges Welis.

Thea line-up in the council on the
nuestion was interesting. Mr. Gor-
don. a Republican, asswined the leatg-
ership of the Democrats, while Jint
Murray. equally as prominent as a
Demograi. hecame spolkesman for the
Repunticans, and was promptly ‘‘read
out of his party.” Homer Crosby,
former city engineer, was a suhpor.t-.
1t-is
interesting to note that even in the
heat ot this tight Tolonel I7. A. Cope-
tand, who is regarded as the father
was intervening
to nrre the welil systein. )

Colonel Cebelaud, Juring his term
as mayer. 18»1.2, had conducted
some experiments hy driving welis
near Myrick park, the results prom:
ising so much hoth as to quality and
supbly that from that time he had
worked diligently for a wetl system.

In a clash in the council a chol-
eric ex-army captain and plainsmagn,
who represented the Worthingtoa
company, resented what he terme
an jnsult dealt him by Englneer 0013
and his land {lashed to His hip




A. Hifahheimer
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George E. Powell

Col. Covpeland's “*Righl Bower'
the batlle for a well s¥stem.

nocket. It was well known that Lhe

pocket wus not empty, and his rec-
ord as a fronticr gun fighler was
fully credited. Ie restrained him-
self with an effort, and imwncdiately
left the city, declining 10 bhe further
connected with a controversy which,
he felt would compel him to do some-'
thing for which ke would be sorry.
The final outcome, as is evidenced
Py the equipinent in the old pumnping
station, which was rcbhuilt to house
it, was a trinmph for the Hoily

pump.
. This ended the conlroversy for a|
time, and the next serious discus-
sjon of the water system arose in
19e3, at which time N. €. Bachellor
introduced a resolution providing
that the council as a c¢oinmittee of
Lhe whole investigate the fHllering
plant in use in JDavenport, Rock Is-
land -and Moline,

mploy Comsulting EnZincer,

The dlscussion resplted, after lang -
cont ' , In the employment
of ‘Floyd Davis, Ph, D., a consulting
engineer of Des Moines, to yeport
upoa- some .feasible way of securing!
8 supply of pure water. This was

in He szang the swan sonZ of the weil

EYstem for a quarter of a century.
now in use, but found a majlority or
tlicnt wholesome. 1ie believed that
the city should establish a filtering
plant, and as a result of his worlk it;
wag proposed to build one, taking
the waler {from a point located above
the point of Pettibone Island. :

This rcport was rendered in 1905, ;
bul the authouty to bhond the city'
Lo Lhe necessary extent, about §350,-
000, was refusced by a two to one
vote of the pcople in a refercndum
al which it was submwitied, Later.
the pProject was again defeated at
the polls. 1t is interesting to nota
that by ils adverse vote the T4
(‘rossc puablfc reiected an offer of 1’}.'
7, liaslon Lo contribuie $10,000 to.
ward Lke cost of ihe fillering plant.

In 19106, daring Ovi J. Sorensen's
fipsit lermy s wavor, a proposat was
nade for tho construction of( a new
pitping station al Riverside park,
with a sedimentalion hasin in con-
neclion, the cosl being estimated at
about $250.000, and in Lhe following
APt ithe city engineeyr was autbor-
J2zcd Lo prepare plans and specifica-
Llons, not only for the Riverside pro-
rosal, bnt also for a well and reser-
Yoir system Lo he localed near aly-
rick Fark. There were provisions

the beginning of the lagt filterijng for the employment of a competent

Mant fight. Mr. Davis' yeport con. consuiling cnwineer.

The alternative

demzed many oL the priyate wells \Was considered. as a result of pres-

~ 3



George P. Bradis h

L Ori J. Sorensen

River system  sdvocate who is work- His coup with the rate cony-
mission  forced action on watet

ing out the problems of the new

well By Btem. I
sure hrougiht 1o bear hy braminent.
citizens who thanght wells prefer-
able. natably Colonel Copelaud aand
A. Hirshhehuer.

IFfrom this tinie on the fight Dbe-
tween the well and river systems was
on in carnest, and all kinds of al-
ternative suggestions were made,
nine of which was to drive wells n
the rivee . and .another of which,
fathe,z'_bcf' by Aldgrapan Willlam Col-
lins,‘avhs to utim%l lagoon on
Pelttibone Islnnd /& :
supply. ‘Tie fisht jhi Jbe council was
too tedious to relafeLin deéail; it
became acrimonious 1Y character,
&and the merits of the “debate were
foften lost sight of in the eager de-
'votion to stratefic manenver.

Railway Commission Intervenes.

' 1n the niidst nf this sitnalion the
state railway commission ook =
hand. ‘The reason ftor its Interven-
tion {8 Jiere niade public far the fivst
time, in the following interview iwith
Mayor Ori J. Sorensen:

“The fight in Lhe council had
served one good purpose,”” sajid May-
or Sorensen. “The people had be-
come partisans, soine for the weils,
and some for the river system, and
fn the heat of their partisanship they
JarRely forgot that general opposi-

source of

works.
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George H. Gordon

Holly Pump Fight. J

Strong Reprublican who became lead-
er of Democrats in sensational

;



| The late Chas. Miche

He was a strong tactor in the first
nlovemenl to estabdlish water

~ worka.

Ltion which made any sort of a new

water system Impossihle, Thus the

way wasg clcared (or action.

“But whlle the breaking of the
intake pipe near the cdge of the riv-
er, and a personal examination
which Conunissioner James T. Day
and myself made of the wells at the
pump house disclosed a condition so
putrid as to make even bathing in
the water repugnant, the conncil
was deadlocked, and there seemed NO
hope of action.

“I was falriy stumped. 1 haled to
see the opyortune moment which the
existing state of hublle oDinion pre-
sented pass without immediate and
de(inite action of some so1t. It wub
while 1 was thus embarrassed that,
gtanding one day in a Mllwaukee
hotel, 1 was ahproacheed by a bluf(
abd beuarty looking man clad in a
hunting suwit, e jproffered me a
ci8ar, and assnmlng a bantering air,
charged me with not knowlng hiugl,:
whilé be knew who I was and told
me. . {
*The man was John Tt. Roemer, |
president of the state railway c¢om-
misslon. During our conversation i
told him of our troubles, and with-
out taking the talk seriously, I
afked film i( there wasn't something
W~ ~onl"' do *0 hel™ us out.

| c—

i

4 | [ Dr. D. Frank Powell
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outstandiug:

_ he was au
figure in the Holly Pusip Fight.

AS maser

CQertainly, said Mr. Roemer. ‘If
var can miake a showing that con-
ditions in 1.4 Crasse are as bad as.
You sav they are, | ¢can issue an or-
der cambelling the cily of La Crosse
to establish a sufCicient and whole-
somec snpiply ot water!

“T harrvied home. and after a4 con-
sereuce with Alderman \Willlam Tor-
rance, the latter consented to Drescot.
the casc to the commission. which.
he did in a letter. An investigation
by the commission followed, with the
result that the «ity was ordered to
1ake action, and (rom that motment.

it became merely a choice of 8ys-
tems.

Wells vs. Rivers.

There is no donbt that Masyor Sor-
ensen hoicd that the choice wountd,
he the well system, as he carnestly
helieved that preterablte. 1t would
be A scrious omisxion nt this point
to vmit recognition ol the faa thar
tormer MaYor Torrance. former Ciltyj
Engineer Wilicer S§. Woods, Clty En-,
gineer Georze P. Bradish and (ormer.
Alderman N, C. Buachellor were vigs
orous advocates o( the river s.“stcm,‘:
While on the other side civillan hon-
ors of advocacy belong to Col. F. A
Copeland and A. Hirshheimer, while
George E. Powell. (or many years|

-1y




Col. F. A. Copeland | T| Paul W. Mahoney
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His years: of unremitting m,({:-uy Council Leader for the Well SYsteh}.
stan ng. hila unmistakably as “'The .
Fatligsof the Weall Systenz. ' i as cfficient and scicntifically in-

stulled as anyvone could ask.

]lnack. had uever lost an onporwmh
to urge wells and a reserv oir. Paul
W. Malioney ted the Ogght in
conucif for the wcll syslem.
The intervention of the stale. how-

the
band 19078,

The tour years heriod combrising
tiic two achnunistratlons of Dr. Wen-
dell A. Anderson as mayor, 1901-2
constituted almost Lho
entire rerovd of effort for elficiency

ever. brought ncew complications.lynd eegnomy in the department. In
The well beopls questioned both thola coumunication to the council in
disinterestedness and the ahility 0[(190l shortly after his inaunguration,
Ilhe c¢onsulting en&incer. who advo-! pr. An(lerson submitted a compdre-
cated a river s¥atetu, and througl' hengive survey ef water scrvice con-|
the stale boargd of health tha stafe: gitions in various cities, in which!h
took a hand In detavininlng what e ity of Pall River, Mass,, was
fthe system should be. Professor gclected as the type. The character |

Charles S. Skchter, known as auw au-jof tho ohject lezsons contained 1n
i thority on the anestion of under- HiIig comparison is strongly brought
ground waicrs, and one of his is- f,nt by the fact that it shows that

sistants made suiveys and declared|irall River, with 105,600 inhabi-
cinphatically for the well system.} tant@ consuined” during the previous
Tire force of stare avthority I\Cllln(ll\(\ar 131,000.00n gallons of water
this proposition [inaily ®roke the|jess than was consumed during that
back of the epposition, although tsisvame vaar in f.a Crosse, a clly of
proponeuts insisted and still insist’ approximately 29,000, The com-
that the city will ruc its choice. The pyrison was also made with St. Paul,;
well system was finally authorized | jadison. MUwaukee iind other cities,
at a meeting of the counci) held OCt.  and in every case it wag shown that
27, 1911, and with i@ more or less sur waler consnmption was out of
stormy experience with contlictin® all proportion to popttlation. In his
cxpert opinion, it has tinally been es-| nalysis of the situation Dr. Ander-

tahlished. While the question of |son referred to waste through ex- |
the merits of a well system as OD'i(-essi\'e use for hydrants,” flnshing, |
posed 1o a river system is 3tilL de-| water troughs, schools, sprinkling.!

bated. no question s raised as fo|foonrains. ete, and in addition the|

one point—that the well systemd isjexcessive use which resulted from




’Promlnent in all the early endeavw
ors for a water system.

}hv fact lhuat a flal rate was ew-
’plo\‘ed and few melers used, the pye-
simption being (hat where the can-
slmer pvaid according (o the amnonunt
)Sod his own instinct for econamy
“9!?1(! hrotect Lhe city. A ghowing
Emtlat by invesling §30.000 in meters
e Cily of Madison had materialy
'rt'duced its water consumption of-
fg‘red a strong suggestion tp the
c(mn(i] At this time, under the di.
;rection of Dr. Anderson. not only
IWére efficient stebs taken to redice
lall of these losses. and to adminijster
' the service without favoritism %o
ithat many users who were getting
much for little were placed on the
common basis, but an entire revision
@E charges for water service was

'made
T'he~ four  years intervening be-
tween_ the conclusion of the first

AnnerSOn administration and the be-
gimning of his second tenn, gave
gxplq opportunily, to demonstrate
the! wisdom of the changes that had

,heon made.
‘Early. invhis _second term Dr. Ap-

dmﬁ—bTOﬂ's-ht the water Wworks

383111 to the attention of thg coun-
L{gil in the form of a communication
recOmmendmg that the watcer rent

be ('harged directly to the property+

yncr, instead of to the consumer,
Qteby avoiding 'au immense loss
dellnquencies and placing
ces upon a surer basis.
ér Consumption Decreased.
ml Sl'«;e.minat.lon of the record at
the = .,une of this communication
éhowu he remarkable advantages
hat “agiaccrwed :as the resul¢ of

{the reform of 1901-2.

He I'redicls Disasler {or Well System
in Puture.

In a word,
the consumntion of water in 1901
had bcen approximately two billion
gallons a year, whereas in 1907 it
had been reduced, notwithstanding
increased number of consumers, to
anproximatelYy one billion gallons a
Year. In addition to this reduction
of approximately 2,700,000 gallons
rer day. or from 193 to 96 gallons
nNer caPita per day, there had been a
reduction of approximately $3,000
a Year in the coal cost for pumping.
On the other hand, the advantage
derived from» the revision of rates
is shown by fact that, with a big
reduction in the cost of Pumping and
in consumptlon, tha revenues from
the water plant bhad increased from
1899 to 1907, a period of eight
Years, from $8.939 to $19,146, a to-
tal of over $10,000.

ITowever, Dr. Anderson was not
fully satisfled withk the nrogress that
had been made. He Pointed out that
whereas the per capita pumpage had
been reduced from 193 gallons to
36 gallons rer day, a fair standard
as shown in other well regulated
cities was 64 gallons per user. He
helieved in a more completle use of
meters lay the solution, and he
strongly urged at this time that vig-
ortous campaign to have the meters
adopted be pursued, It was his idea
that the meters shouid be sold to
.the consumer npon terms that would
avoid maklng that a hardship. James
T. Day. then president of the board
of public works, believed in Dr. A n-
derson’s idea about meters, and with
rconsiderable vigor detoted himself
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40 increasing the number used. How-
ever, the idea was never put in man-
datory forin, and as it was worked
out largely upon an educational
basis. progress wag not entirely sat-
jsfactory, TParticularly was this true
#h the north side, where the number
of mieters used was combaratively
small.
Anderson Adivocates Meters.

Again, four yvears later, acting a¥
a private citizen, Dr. Anderson took
I up the cudgel tor the nse of meters,
iAbont that time there had been much
complaint of insufficient fire pres
sure, and an ordinance was pending
providing for the expenditure of
$70,000 for additional water mauins
to facllitate distribution and provide
greater fire pressure, 1n a com inini.
!cation to The Tribnne IDr, Anderson
took the position that this expendi-
ture would Drove unnecessary Pro-
viding leaks and excess pumping
were avoided. To reinforce his ar-

:gument Dr. Anderson showed that|
in the vear 1988 there were in the

city 1,708 metered taps, and 2.595
non-metered taps; that during that
vear the 1,708 metered tups had
iused but one-sixthi of the entire
pumpage, while the 2.595 non-met-
ered tups had used all the remainder.
Jess waste. In other words. had all
been metered, a gross saving of ap-

proximately 700,000,000 gallons
woitld have resnlted. The coal sav-
ing on this pumpage alone would

have heen $4,500 or thereabout, and
to offset this there was only apyproxi-
mately $1,000 that would have had
to he iaken care of in the way of
repair and maintenan<e of meters.
. Anderson urged that. this gaving
in pnmpage wonld golve the pressurc
problem as well as result in great
tinanclal gain 1o the ctty.

Dr. Anderson’s intervention serv-
eii to delay the passing of the or-
dinanre, and in the meantime the
imr_n'(‘.ment for a new water woris
| pre.gressed, with all the heat of the
fight. in whieh [t \¥s involved. The
matter of the meters pronlises to
find its solution in this controversy,
‘for in its ovder pereniptorily direct-
ing the city of [l.a Crosse to proceed
with the construction of suftable
water worlks the state railway com-
mission said that, when fthe new
plant was fuliy installed, ly wonld
compel the adoption of meters as an
economic proposition . Whille this
has not been done, it unquestionably
will not be long delayed.

Cost Totals $400,000,

iVith the completion of the new

water plant the greatest piece of

!engineering work ever undertaken
iby the city of La Crosse has been
brought to a snccessful termination.
‘Its construction has involved an ex-
ifpenditure of approximately §400.
1 000.

4

‘Iflace the new

s

City Engineer George Blja'.';di,hﬁ%,
giving a brief history of Lt Rey

water plant, in his annual repoti
which was presented to the council,

SRYS:

“The end of the year practical-
1¥ saw the completion of the new wa--
ter system. All contracts let during!
the year of 1912 in connection there-!
with have virtnally been completed,
there remaining uncompleted the
moving of such parts of the old wa-
ter plant as may be necessary to
plant or pumping sta-
tion in a good and safo working
condition, This work, in a very
large measure, is the duty of the
city.

“One boiler from the old station,

]

L. F. Easton

T e ————

advocate whose of-

IFitltering plant .
0 for that purpose|

fer of $10.00

was reiected.
}

e ——
==

—
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together with the necessary appl-
ances to operate the same, bas been
installed in tho new plant and steam
was first raised m the boller abouty
the middle of November. = ©On’tkes
1Sty day of Deccmber, 1913, the first
well water Was pumbed into the new '
system and since that date more.or
less well water has beén sarved tlie
public.”
The New System.

This water is Srst procured fro™
the wells by means of what are:
known as low duty pumps. - TheSet
pumps, one of which is placed i
ezch of the five well hamises, pumps
the water to the low reservoir. The |
high duty pumps. installed in tha

pump house, then pump .the watel'
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t,t msdnﬁ} the surplug going to £l
h!l!!i reservoir,

As the capaclty of the pumps will
he greater than needed they wlll be
in. operation oniy about eight hours
‘per day in the winter and twelve
hours in the summer. Whlje the
])umps are not in operation the city
'is supplied from the surplus which
has been stored in the high reser-
vofr.

While the term "“water plant” in-
clndes hundreds of things too num-
erous to menlion some c¢onception
of the new nielthod of nrocuring the
city walcr can bec obtained from the
classlfication of a few of the chief
essentials such as wells, well houses,
"motors, pumbs, service pipe lines.
reservoirs, pole line. and pump sta-
tlon:

The Pmup Station,
Perhaps the pump st4ation slands
aut as the mast promlnent fcature
of the new plant.

tfon company in Myriek
at a cos t of $17,75% whiceh
with the cost of certain

This building is of

construction with

$53,128.

fgdm the lo'w reservoir tnto the wa-|

“The stokers areoberated by steant)
furnished from the boilers, and are
automatically regulated. Draught
for the boilers is suppiied by means
of a fan Which is operated by a small
engine having a bclt connection. All
parts of this device are automatical-
ly rcgulated debending in a lar®e
measure upon the bressure in the
boilers.

The heater for the pump station
was furnished by the PFlatt Iron
works at a cost of $295, and has a
capacity of 12,000 pounds of fced
water per hour.

PPrmps.

One of the ntost finportant lJines
¢f equipment of tixc new bump sta-,
tton arc the pumps. The pump sta-|
tion is equipped with the four will-
ion gallon J3lake punmp from the old
pump station in addition to a new

ienght mi{llion gallon pump Efurnished!

B

This was (‘Un- ten-million galion llolly pnwmup is al-}
strncted by the 1Aa Crosse Construv-: o being ntoved fromn the oid pumhg
P'arl(|station to the new.

floors . pound crank
and foundation reached a lotal of' pump has a capacity of eight ruilliou
fire zallons o(
vitrificd | four hours.

by the Alfis-Chalmers compauy_ of |
Milwaukee, at a cost of $18,580. They

The noew ias a cross-com-

fly-wheel. ‘This

punmp
and

water tor cvery twenty-'
Stemin wi{li be furnished

brick aud terra cotta trimming, and the engine under a baoiler pressure

] proof

}conslsts of a puinp room 50 by 100 of 150 pounds.

Tihe piston speed of

| feet, 2 boiler room 40 by 59 feet, a  the pump will not exceed 250 feect

|coal bunker 29 by
under the entire bumlding.

The main entrance of the pump
ptation is 18 by
with. the main vump room, has a
r]z:.rick finish, the wainscotting being
"S¢hite enameled brick and above the

wainscoting Jmished with buff Te-
p;essed brick. The roof of tbe
bullding is of concrcte slab covered ;
with a four.ply composilion roofitg. |

TM_

necessary sky-lights,
d?team heat, electric lights,

%creditable building for the city,
Thoroughly Equipped.
" The equipment of the new pump
hon@e was divided Into several con~
d@ » chief of which was ‘that ot
he' bojlars. The plant when en-
ﬂraly completed will be eguipped
‘with- three internally fired Scotch
Marine boilers. These boilers have
& ratmg of 187 horse powgr apnece
ad will- be operated 159
g uinds of stean pressure.  But one
©f theso boilers have been installed

mﬂ‘i"e

7& direction of the enginecrs i
[ ge Fach of these boilers will
ba supplied with an automatic stok-
& which will be furnished by the
: Qhr-teed Stoker company at a cost

9 feet, a work per minute and the velacity of the
room 20 by 29 feet and a basement . ; water will not exceed two and onc-

lhalf teet per sccond

40 "feet and this.\

asyef but the other {wo will be re- !

from tbe oid pump station feet
n full

§

The new plant is also equipped

wlith two Turbo generators which
cost $11,767. ‘1'wo venturi wmeters
have been Installed, one Tfor the
nicasuring ot fecd water going into
the boilers and the other is used to
measure all water going into the low
duty reservoir,

One of the big fcatures of the
pumbp station is the traveling crane

The building is provided with tllC'Whlczh travels the leugth of the build-
ventilators, |ing and is capable of litting fifteen

toilets | ton. |
and drinking fountains and in all is ] facilitate repair work om the pump

This will he used largely to

house equipoent.
Reservoirs,
One of the greatest undertakings
in installing the new system was the

erection of (thé low and high reser
volfs. Tihese reservolrs cost the city
$90,352, or nearly one-fourth of the
entire cost of the new systeni.

The high reservoir is located on
the north side of Grand Dad binte
and just.south of what 1s xnown as
the Bliss road. This reservoir is
8¢ fect wide, 400 feet long and 20
in depth. When filled to its
Capacity therc 1s 5,600,000 gal-
lons ol water avaiiable for the city
of J.a Crosse from this source,

It is dlvided into two separate
compartments and by a system of
biplng and valves either comnpart-

[ 3
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ment may bd entirely cloged off trom
the water system: - 'The floors of the
reservoir are at‘an etevation.of 258
feet and are slightly - slabted to-
(ward adjoining corners of the tWo

—

Fl Alderman Wm., Torrance I{

I"ormer mayor who was prominent in
advocacy of fijter.

. cempartments where the drain out
lets arc located, The reservoir 1t-
sell i constructed of reinforced con-
Icretc, {s entirely coverced with a roof
+and has manholes and ventilators
for each compartinent,

In additiorp to the high reaservoir
Ithere is also a low reservoir, lo-
cated adjacent to the pumib station
lar Myrick Park, with a capacity of
| 1,000,000 gallons which is 102
fect wide, 106 feet long and
15 feet dcep. This rescrvoir is also
constructed of reinforced concrete
and is crected upon lines gimilar to
the larger reservoir. The large res-
ervoir was erccled by the J. W. Tur
ner Improvement company of Decs
Moines, for $74,461, and the low
reservoir by the Western Conscruc-
' tion company of La Crosse. Thisg cost
$16,491. .

Good Supply of Water.

Upon testing the new wells, twen-
ty in number, it was found that they
produced on nu average supply 50
per cent higher than the specifica-
tions called for. There are five
groups of wells, each group being
separater. from the others by a dis-
tance of from1 8400 to 1,000 fect. In
each group there are four wells
about 100 feet apart with a well
houvse located in the center of each
“eonl.

|- The walls avergge™a tely
120. feet In depth -apd-ags catitble
of producing 15%,000.000 :gallons of

water per day a!tﬁough tha amoxnt
of water will probadbly never.»be Lo
quired.

The well bhnuses, five in numbet.
are of sreinforced concrecta iourteen
fect in diameter and twenty-five-leot
in height. These were ereCtédxﬁtbx

the \Western Constructior cdmpany..

In each of. the well houses. i %in=
stalled a 25-horsenower, 440- volt,
60 cvcle three phase motor-.con-
nected to a centrifugal pump: Fach
of these pumps have a capaclty ot
not less than 1,400- gallons per mm-
ute. In addition to this each ot ilie
well houses is provided with a small'
pump for priming the centriﬁfgal
pump, which is ol eated by mealns of
& small motor. <

These low duty pyumps are useqd. toe
pumnp the water from the wells. Lt\
is then cvonvey¥ed to the low reae‘rw
volr through what i{s known' as tﬁe
low service pipe line and then to the
water mains tbrough the high duty
pipe line.
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