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) . PETROLEUM ITEMS.

Pﬁmuuu roa Axeici—A housé in Toronto. C. W,
have juet filled an order for two thousand galloos of
oil for the colony of Natal.
_ Dxstructiox or Prractkra r Fire at MoxTazaL.—
A deatructivo fire occurred at Montreal, C. E, on June
2, by which a large aniountof property wasdestroyed.
The conﬁngrnﬂon originated in the oil-sheds of the
Grand Trunk, at the upper end of the Canasl Basin.
In lhgic sheds wero .stured between 2,000 and 8,000
barrels of potrolewrm, and a number of men werd at
work thero at the time, whon the flames suddenly ap-
peared, aod" in a few'mlnutes were brénking through
the roof, The firo Is supposed to haveodriginated from
the flame of a candle. The workmen wero compelled
to leave their clothes, and escapo by taking to the
water and floatlng on pieces of timber. The Montreal
witneas says: } :

+The ¢il escaped from the barrels and, as they burst,

vast jets of flame“shot upward, only to be ¢nveloped |
‘The |

the next instunt in a cloud of the densest smoke.:
sight soon became terribly grand. The oil spread over
the wharf and upon the wuter. hurning wherever it
ran, and ignlting’ a large pile of lumber Lelonging to
M. K. Dickson, forwarder, ond soon secizing upon
severol hundred tons of conl, the property:-of lfr. Cop-
leand. ¢
« Meantime, the stcamer Aler¢ and three barges wero |
1ging moored. ut the wharf, aud one «f 1he lutter was |
got off. but the others, ineluding the steamer, were luid |
hold of by thie devouring elewent. They nt length
drifted .away, and the swmvr—nn old fme, helongmﬁ
to Mr. M. K. Dieklngon.:dut of which the enziiies ha
been taken—burnedto thewator’s edire; the two bargos
reached the neighborhoog of Mr. Gould's City Mills,
whero the firemen played upon them, and at lerigth ex-
tloguished the flames after their decks and other por-
tions were destroyed. All thls time the wind was |
blowlng very strong, and *& slight chango in its direc- |
,tion might have beeu futal cither to these mills, as well
as to the'oil.mills of Messrs. Lymans & Clare, or to the
shills and craft in the opposltoquarter. Masuos of burn-
“ing tiiaber werg floating dowtwards, hut these wero
extlnguished, or clse gulded‘lw Jartien in boats ao as
to do ne damage, whilst several barges removed to.a
higher situation. . A Grand Trunk car, laden with bar-
roﬁn of.petrolrum. which had been etanding near the
shed. walting.to ba dlscharged, had been burned, and
the slegpérs of the rpllway-track laid down to this
Elnu-, as also a quantlty of material belonging to the
rand Trunk, were aow on tire, the flnmes being hin-
dered from mlking rapidiprogress only by the superln-
cumhent earth and the ‘excrifons of the tiremon. DBut
to the iwmedinte right of the track might be kaid to be
the coro of the disaster. It was here where the oil.
shed had.stood, and whero tlio finmes, although dimin-
ished ini boizht, wero still raging with a sort of savage
intenslty, groveiling oversthe embers, and causing the
water bengath and around them to simmer, and even
boil, and the steam to ascend fromn the remoter part of
the now lerld pool, whilst over alt arosc n neise com.
pounded of a mingled hiss and roar, and amidst the-
tire appoared a heap of iron hoops. lgoking like s mul-
tltude of charrcd skeletops. But the'material on which
the burning element had fed was fast being exhausted,
« and by mlunight all further dangor leemeg past... Dur-
ing the night the Bre gradually fell. and the next day
was merely smouldoring. Wo tnay add thut thy cosl
meutioned was.hut little consumed. owing-o the stren.*
uous exertiuna of the firemen. also ahat the roof of
Lymans & Clare’s mills was slightly injured.”
New Prtrorivn Extearsiie—Wo understand that
a company has been formed in tho neighborhood of
Sparta, with'a capital of a thousand dvllars, to pros-
_pect for coaloll near New Sarum, about: seven miles
east of this town. The indications of oil in that quar-
ter, we understand, are quite strong, so much so that
thebest and rost influentlzl farmers hase aubscrited
to the capltal stock without hesltetlon. Tenders are
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PeraoLkux ron Licutiovsss —The London Grocer
loforms us that at a lneetlog of the Morsey Duck Board,
hell on Thursday, Mdy 21, the proceedluga included
the fullowing report (rom Lieut, Parks, R.- N., the ma-
rinésurveyer, on the letter of Mr. Prentids, proposing
the usd of petroleum in lien of colza and olive vil, at
the lighthouses and ligntshlps :

‘The maripo surveyor having been ordered to-report
on tho lefer of Alr. Prentiss, proposing to use petro-
leam as a substitute for olive or colza oil for light-
house pnrposes, has to infurth tho committee that the
stbject having been nlrondy montioncd, ho hag pro:
cured’a sample, and requested tho engjpecr to test it,
together with the samples of olive a#ll colza oil re-
cently ‘tinder consitleration.

The result-of that test was geported by theengineer
on Tuedday last, and it appears that the oil burned for
ten minutes, g’i\'ing_u goud flame, ‘when an explosion
took place, blowing the lamp to atonis. !

Tho lamp used was the ordinary lighthouse lamp as
at present in use, aml the digaster is partly to be at-
tributed to the fact that the lamp ip question was un-
suited for.the description of wil to which it wasappliel;
this being the cgse, it becomes -obvious that a change

racrifico of the Iig.llling apparatus at present in use;
aud the purchise of lamps proper for the purpose.
The fact of ‘an explosion having occurred, however,

If the proposed change of site could’ be ell’och. tiey
could go un without disturbing the present lights till
the new building was finished.

Mr. Fernio secoided the motion, which was agraced to.

: @ m—
GAS CELEBRATION IN LONDON.

An English papor gives an account of a bamjuet
given by the governor, deputy-governor, and dirgctors
of thoChartered GasCompany to tho chairman, deputy-
chairman, and secretaries of tho Metropolitan GasCdm-
paoiea to celebrato tho first jubilew .of tho first gas
compnny” that” was ever establlshed, On the 8t of
AI)m:ember, 1862, the Chnrferqq Gn. Company enterod
upon tho fitieth ycar of their incorporatlon, aud during
tho -half century’ they have been 4n oxistence thoy
hav g had times of struggling to overcomo great dif-
cultiex, as well as abundant succesy. The paper from
| which we quote says: -

**The history of the Chartered Company and the
hiatory of gas-lighting are so closely associated that
thoy aro almost Idontical ; for though Murdoch and
Clegg had proviously shown tho practleatfility of the
applicatlon of coal-gas tdillumisiation, and Winsor had,
for a few years, unduuntedly contonded to intreduce

| fromn olive or colza oii to petroleum, must itvolve the { what he termed his diggovery.’ the wild and fanclfol

scheines of the litter did not assume a practlcal form
until they were emhodled in the Chartered Company,
| which his nssidulty and persoveranco wero tho means

| opena the question of risk arising from the nso of the | of establlshing. The governor, at the last half.yearly
| new subsiitute, as it iaquite certain that no description | medking, appropriately alluded to ihy difficultles and
of lamp in uso could entail such a disaster tiy the com- | prejudices against which the company had to contend
| bustion of calza or olive ofl? N . in the'first years of thoir offorts to introdace so novel
| It ia the naturo of petroleum to volatise at a very a u':udobo‘f illurninatlon, and to the want of succcss
i low temperature, setting fros a highly inflammatle | thiat for some time discouraged thown ; aud. contrasting
gas ; and tho exploslon which hus tuken plate testifies | that period of loss-and depreaslop with tho present
to this fact. On purchising the sample in question, the | flourishing condition of their affairs, ho congratulated
Inarine surveyor recelved an assurance that the burn- | tlo shareholdors that, notwrithstandiug tho enormoue
ing of petroionm [nx\'ol\'cd'no danger—* that it was as | cost of crecting works In the firsbinstance, whou overy

ter before sending the sunple: to the oiginecr, when a
pleco of lighted paper, dropped into a raucer of the wil,
almost instantanevusly involved the whole énrface in a
fierce lame; indoed, lamps constructed for tho use of
petrolenm, are simllar in principlo to thoso usged for
spirits of wine, naphtha, &c., intended to act upron the
property de.icribed..viz., thiat of volatilising at,a low.
temperature.

-In theso lighthouses, where .several lamps aro used,

conslderablo; much greuter thun is requisite to set free
the inflammable gas of petroleum. In tho single lamp
used at the Oripshead, tv produce the required amount
of light, tho heat is 80 gevat that imitances liave occur-
red of the melting of the wick-lniders. In either of
these cul&; therefore, the wse of petroleum tnuse in-
volve t risk of L : and in
the lightslups, where the motion pf the ves-cls some-
timea not only fills the'b.ttom of the lanterns with oii,
but the oil runa dowy on the decks, a piceo of hroken
wick falling trom d laipp by the mution,of the vessel, in
the nightly repeated process of trimming, would, in all
probability, lovolve the burning of the ship. ;

. Mr. Darbyshire muved the <confirmation uf the pro-
ceedings. le thought the repf:rt of the marine eur-
veyor upon petroleum oil ws conclusive—at all events,
till some new lamips wers discoyerod.  With regard to.
the slteratlons In the light-liouses, the' engiifeer_had
found thatsuch was the dllapidstell etate of the lLawer
Lighthouse, that it would be totally impossible ti re-

asked for digging a well. —8t. Thomas Home Jouraal.

peir it, and that it wis necesaary to rebuild it entirely,

the leat from the éoncentrittion of many flumes, is very |
| 1aid their wains in the extensivo district they now

safe as water.” It was thought right to test the mat-| step in advance was experimental, the company had

not only maiutnweéd their ground, but had been en-
abied to pny as large a dividend as any other gas
company in the kingdom, It was not untll six years
after the Chartered Company wero Incorporated that
the investmont of capital in gns-works oeased to be ro-
garded as a most lazardous speculation.  After that
timo, more confidence was placed in such undertakings.
Thie Churtered then considorbly oxtended their works,
and many provisional companics were founded ; but
it was only in 182( that the .Jmperial Company firat

occupy. In the same year the Phenlx Company waa
founded, having for their objoct to purcliase a ynall
gas-work belooging to privato individuals In Supth-
wark. Fpom that period. thie extension of gas con-
panies has rapidly progressed; nnd, though occa-
sionally checked by reveried, unexainpled prosperlty is
now, with but few exdeptions, tho order of the day.”
Coctyzar Sveerszoxn sy Avitixe.—The Seientifo
American says that coehineal, which formerly com.
manded an enormous price, hins been, to a great extent,
superseded by aniline.  This aniling is now worth
cighty dollars n pound. We ueed hardly remiud our
readers that it is extracted from ceal-tar, and that It ls
superler to cochineal from the fuct that it gives, by dif-
ferent treatments, every shade of purple, from the
deepgest roynl to the falntest lllac—every variety of
blne,. from the pale, lh.t;ol‘ blue sky to the deepo’t
ultrainsrine, and all tho gradations of scarlet and
crimson. . !
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