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PEiRQLEUM.

PNOLLTLIN O @k O PETROLEUN.
¥ One’ of the *maore generally accepted: theories ro

‘| epectiug. the formatipusof petroleum “supposes that

sabilanco to be o pradutt’uf the dustructive .distilia-
[tion rof canl by maans of the earh's futernal heat.
Therals being discu-aed just now, hawever, a theory
i ll)h- wanal  couverds of this—a theury avcord-
blch, lnstesil of petraleun beiug futimed from
| s forrued feom petroleum. It s well
aWis- that “all enganlc substances which are not
ifielves ‘volavile, :auch as wond, fle-h, and otluch
riible ‘and wni.al matters, yield, when subjected
h‘lhq Influence of héat Below dall redicsn, parry oils}
‘huvlug in all casca the generatcharacter of petroleum,
and differiug only accordlug to the specific differences
B the materials from which they may have heen ob
Ined.” and the new hypatlicais supgposcs that the

"l materinls (rom which our cosl buds were formed were
1 eouvi-rtedd la the ‘Grse inetance into such “‘tarry wils,”

and that: thess oil, under the luncontinued action of
“heat, grndu illy lost nearly (all their vxygen and the
chlef part of thelr hydrogen, the residium gradually
beegnilu <ol . - The v oues of this theary: point
sy rt of it to ‘the' phenomema: preseutes hy the
lld "l‘uch Lake™ of Tirlnldad.” akecavers |
res. 1of n u«l.y-ulm 2quure mll-n and-lvof very
ut dlepth.  “The bitumen. is - sulid anil« cold_near
148 ol 0 ca of tho like. and gradually incieases intem-
]?f‘ilillﬂn‘ﬁml roftae ¢ towarit the center, wheroiit is
balling: “The uecent to the. hike. from the gen, a:dls-
tance of threequn térs of a mile ig coverdd withia
harlened piteh, on whicly'trees and vegetables flouris,
anid abiwne’ Paoint ' la Brays tho minsacs of pitch look
Iike blrck rucks among the fulinge™  Mr. G. % Wall

describes ib- lnke a8 yielding three kinds. of - nplml-
lnm"‘l Aljrllultum glivce. which i« hard and brirtle,

“of llll lukmelv black, brilliant luster, and conchojlal |
rmfmn.‘ e

Orclinary - asphaltsun, of a ‘brow sk
. contalning 2310, 85 per cent. of eatihy
i a con-ulurble prop.rtlon of water, and
“the propeity of pleti®ity, ‘which it graduz|
100 lang expumures 1o the sun and atme sphere.
:Asplialium oil, occuring saseciatwd und diluted with
_' ter. but* appeariog. when concent rated, asa densi
‘Blok flnld with s peiworful bitaminods odor. If col
eou.l nan upen’ veesq), thet mure volatile part of this
“oil lep»ntu after a fuw months, leaviog asoli | black
subftance, of aimilar appésrange and anvleguus prop
,erlwl to’ -aphlltwu glunce” It is alleged that tire
‘theory of csal having been coidinse fm!n a liquid, in
© same way us. this “ssphaltnm glance,” atcounts
-buster thaa nny ‘other for | 8: purity, secing that *all
 /Impore or! furelyn substarices whith'did not. decoinposy
’lnld-mut likely. be of greater specific gravity than:
The high:
,‘aﬁen atién in which plante frequently ccu
‘?u'lbodl. und the fact of trees being ‘found
em.. are eunly uecosn od fur apon - this
‘grow on the hardened pitch of the

/»u-iuo-l of boriug fur vil 2 in the  Mattyle ulin{gﬁ_
trict, Humheldt cou ity Califurnia,  Tbeircupijal ptack:

flaseing ita banke and eo -submerging adjscent vegela.
tion. ‘The new the.ry alen furnisheil a simple exylana.
Lon of thd “exceelling Miinuteness of many conl-seams,
which thin out intomereGirmientsuver extensive aress
of solid rock,” und might well bo due to an olly liquid
having overfl.wed thy ruck when it wasat thesuface,
and having then, in process of the, in part eupornud

When the mud Is removed by the sand.puinp an ‘é!ly
‘substance is scen fionting on the surface of the muddy
water, presentimg varied hues. Some gentlemen: from’ ¢
Pennsylvania visited ‘the well latqly. who pronoanced
the indications favorable, The progress of the work
‘was attended with considerablo interest. Many Indies
and gentlemen called to see the worke dally, Impor

and in part soli.itied. Tho shupe and di of
muny other coul scums are equally consi-tent with the

tant . develoy ts may be exp d at an-early day,
A correspondent of a morningcotemporary, writing at

ilea of tho aeasus in questivn being the solid resid
of what unce werarlakos of oil—and indeed tho grent
maj.rity of all known coal.furmattons are basitu. shaped.
with long and sloping sides dipping down to a com-
mon and profound ceoter,” a fncl which certainly tells
with great forc¢in fuvor of the new h)pnlhuls Ou
the wholo it must be adwitted that ‘the lh.»ur) that
1he Girat step~in the formation of cosl wae the produc..
tlun of “tarry aii-,” by the destructive distillution, at
a compsratively low heat, of vegetable and porhnys
anlmal matter. and that coal consist of the lesa dulatile
pourtions of these oils,- solidified and hardened hy hear
and pressure. is unt without plavaibility—at least in
respect of certaln kinda andiforinations of coul.. Thepe

cuiild ecarcely. 80 fur ax wo can at present see, be ac-
wounted for on this theory 3 but furither retcarches will

{atoultieve throw additlunal lighton the whale majter— |

and it 1s not neceasany  that we - shoafj'nppuo llml

all the coal that: exists was formed preclscly in the

some woy,— Nechanies Jluguiue L4
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* W unde stamil that oil Jiaa been disciverod on’ fiell's

ranch, alout Kf:een miles below Hnlicmoun Bay. where

oil had previously been discoverod” on I'urissiuim

creek, ' : ;
Tho new steamer “ Del .\'urle:. which started on her

Humboldt Bay, wachinery for boring for vil on the
ground. receutly ,u‘n-l}nml for the purpose Ly Lq
Purrong’and ather proivinent. capitalists, of this city,
Operations on umttole crvek will Le comménced
soon as the machinery can Lo placed un the émund

The Ngrth Fork - Oil Counpnuy Is tho_ title of. a e
srzanizationovhich Gled tts papers of inevrporatly
3ounday.. The ohject.al the cunpany, ls ti condpict!

is $600,000, which la divided inb: 5,000 sharead
each. ‘Iheirlusingas wf} ba/inanaged by a Baapsk
three Tinstees, which . foe. tho firet lhreopuu”; 3
cousl- tiof " Thimas Q- hldihrdl, B. Muhlt‘t
Joslnun Lyon. ’ ‘l
The Wilwington (Loa An‘eln) Journal

p-nv o-mmenfe-l ‘to. deill hym!.pnm on lh(._ t
previvna, and on Tuesday: uight were du
From prescat appearances, they will bo d¢
within a week from the time. thoy eqf

For eight. fret below. the eurf,
phattum fuuad at iha t-p contl

are some c-al:beds which present phenomena which

« date subsequent lartho abave, ssys that on the 28th ]
ult. they wore down 130 fect, and sinking at the rate |
of fifieen feet a dsy, The boro at that date wasdo &' .
tpugh clay. A largo amount of oily  matter came up :
with the clay, which is taken out with the sand-pump.] =

A'Los Angeles correspondent of s city cotemporary: /'
says-that-therols a flattering prospect that tho ' firat:
dividends declnred fifom the recently discovere ol &
lande and petroloum springs about Los Angel@z<wl * &
be recelved by the lawers:' Lands supposedto reat
upen tho city bed. havo: baeh locuted ‘under tho Na-
ifonal and_ State llomestcad and . Possessor Acts, and
te-located as mmes under snining lawsa, The owners
of. ranches held und located nuder Spanish and Mexis?
can grants, are loazening the Londe by which they !
were fastened upon their oily beds, and are slowing
and sliding tjien* about hltber and. thither, to makeé
enver this and that oil sprivic, or somo tract of - oil land,
wfnlcll hml been Ioclted. bobgbt. or taken up by un"
pnupeotor

I’RO'?RESS

We learn
the w/p ks uf"
thint, l o W

first trip up . ile, coast on Wednesdny, ‘teok up, tof b
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