The Water Works Contracts.

We publish, on our first pago, the Report of
the Committee of the Common Conneil In reply |
to Engincer MuAnrine’s justification of bis award |
of the Contraels for laying the Water Pipes in the
city. The Report is elabovate, but eid and
comprebensive, Tt shonkl bo read by every tax-
payer in the eity. It shows, most conclasively,
that the award was improper, and that by i, (he
cify will lose many thousands of collars, 'I'ie
Report may bo thug epitomized :—

Ist. The Report develops a system of award- |
ing contracts, which sweeps away all proposi- |
tions, and makes cverything depend upon lhe}

i
|

meve opinion or dicta of' the Bogineer,

2. T expases the wrgiversalions of the Fngi-
neer, who hesitates not to sign a report at vari-
ance with fiern facts, and jnsulting to the good -
sense of the citizens, 1o asserts that the dimen-
sions o the ditelies adopted by the Commission-
ers, and upon whieh ail the proposals wove based,
were L owinfmum : whereas, the Supervintendents
testhiy that the excavations, as actually made:
areloss tian thoese vary dimensions,

Sd. o velieve himseli from suspicions which
might ciherwise be justly entertained on account
ol the maked difterence in the bids for furnish-
ing sand, hesavs that the fact that the sand
would be furnis By My, Vax Rexssenakg free
of charge, was freely communicated to the bid-
ders by the Commissioners and Bogineor, Messrs,
MceQuane, Brows, Dowp and Hier swear they
reecived no such jofonaation.  To explain the
1 the amount of sand required
by Dis wbles ard that reported by the Committee
as having been actually used, he adds:—* Some
of thesa (reuches have been exeavated wholly,
and others ehiefly, in cand.” The testimony of'
the Superintendents proves this to be o misrepre-
sentation,

4th. By his tables, $010 square yards of
exira stene were required to repave the ditches,
The Commitlee, in their former Report, disputed
the correeiness of this item.  To prove it correct,
the Engineer says that in the distanee of 10 miles
the conteacter has faenished 300 yards of oxtra
paving stone, Toshow that this statement is
incorrect, the aflidavits of several pavers well
known to our citizens ave produced by the Com-
mitiee

4th, The atiidavit of DaxNint C. SukRMAN shows,
that while he, as Superintendent, endeavored to
have tha Litehes formed to the Bngineer's m!
~inm dimensions, he was cailed to account by
the contractor, beeause /e wuderstunding was

tiat the Lvnekes oo ned do b nade o Ui sise re-
quirnd by (i speedficntions,

Sth. A stadied and well-arranged plan appears
i bave been adopied to preclude the Committee
from obtaining such information as ought to have
been readily and most cheerfully urnished, and
which undoubtediy wonld have been given under
wrdinary eireumstances.

tith, The veport shows that while the preseni
Contractors are roceiving at least 1,500 per mile,
they were urged to sub-let it for £300 per mile,
from which the tax-payers can judge something
of the cnormous profits that are now received
upon work, no small portion of which cxigts only
in the Engincer's tables,

Tth. The strict conformity lo the printed forms
that was reguired, way mera bagatelle, for the
present contractor, not having even made & bid,
didd wol couform al all ; being a non-resident, per-
haps he was cxempt, on that acconnt, from go-
ing through the furmality of snbmitting a propo-
sition,

8. The paving stone (8010 square yards) was an !
after eomsideration of the Kngineer's, and appears '
first in his tables prepared after the propositions
wure opened,

O, 38 the work bad been Jet by the terms of
the advertisement, no injustico would Lave buen |
done, while under the present contract the eiti-
zens 1aust pay some 320,000 move than its fair
velne,

10. The displacing of Mr. 8nane, noder ail the
ircumstances, may Le a master stroke n Kngi-
xu»urmg tactics, but it certainly needs explanation.

LA the gross injustico developed in this re-
lm:-t‘ e donr: in the cily, in the very presonce of
those who nre wronged, whal may not bo expect-
«d in those contracts which embrace the princi-
pui portions of the work—and which ave miles
from the improved portiong of the ¢ily %




